NEWS / A2 


Enrile turns up 
word war with 
De Venecia 


BUSINESS / B1 


Corruption, poor 
infrastructure dragging 
RP competitiveness 


NEWS / A19 


Saguisag finally 
told his wife was 
killed in accident 
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Norman Mailer, towering 
literary figure, dies at 84 


NEW YORK—NORMAN MAILER, THE PUG- 
nacious prince of American letters who for 
decades relgned as the country's literary 
consclence and provocateur with such 
books as "The Naked and the Dead” and 
| "The Executioner’s Song,” has died at the 
age of 84, 

Maller died on Saturday of acute renal 
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Chubby may be the new 
bee the new beautiful 


HEALTH AND BEAU- 
ty seem Inextrica- 
ble. That smiling, 
slender woman on 
the cover of Self 
magazine. The 
ripped guy looking 
out from the pages 
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Comelec security beefed up 


Cops seek 
videotape 
for clues 
to killing 


By Nikko Dizon, 
Leila B. Salaverria 
and Allison W. Lopez 


THE GOVERNMENT YESTER- 
day pledged to bolster security 
for officials of the Commission 
on Elections under death 
threats, even as police ex- 
pressed hope video footage 
would yield clues to the identi- 
ty of the assassin who gunned 
down the Comelec's legal chief 
ona busy Ermita street. 


Comelec spokesperson James 
Jimenez said poll officials had received 
"many" death threats, mostly through 
text messages, and that some of the 
threats were related to election dis- 
putes. 

“We will see to it that appropriate se- 
curity measures are given to these offi- 
cials," Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita told reporters after attending a 
ceremony commemorating US Veter- 
ans Day at the American Cemetery 
and Memorial in Fort Bonifacio. 

"The President has given out specific. 
instructions to the police to solve that 
criminal act immediately,” Ermita said. 

Asked later to elaborate on his re- 
marks about increasing security for 
Comelec officials, he said: "If there is a 
threat, they most probably (will) re- 
quest for security" 

The chief of the Comelec's legal de- 
partment, Alioden Dalabia Dalaig, 64, 
was gunned down by an unknown as- 
sassin on Saturday night as he was 
about to cross the street toward Hyatt 
Hotel and Casino. He was pronounced 
dead at the Ospital ng Maynila from a 
Jone bullet that pierced his heart. 

Police said video footage taken from 
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ENGLISHMAN Daryl Peach 
raises his arms in triumph 
over Filipino Roberto 
Gomez (right) to claim the 
World Pool crown at the 


Araneta Coliseum in 
Quezon Gi k 


оңдош: 


World Pool: Nerves fail ‘Superman’ 


By Musong В. Castillo 


THIS SUPERMAN SIMPLY COULD 
not handle the pressure, 

Filipino Robert Gomez succumbed 
to nerves in what would have been 
his moment of glory last night and 
yielded a thrilling 15-17 decision to 
Englishman Daryl Peach in the title 
match of the $400,000 World Pool 


Championship before a 
Araneta Coliseum gallery. 

Gomez blundered so many shots, 
but none bigger than what looked like 
a routine cut shoton the yellow-striped 
9 in the 31st rack which would have 
put him on the hill and the chance to 
break for the championship. 

Instead, he gave the clean-shaven 
Peach a 16-15 lead and the perfect 


packed 


opportunity to win the toe-to-toe 
match that took all of three hours 
and 42 minutes to conclude. 

It wasn't exactly the dramatic 
ending an entire country had want- 
ed for the 29-year-old Gomez, the 
first qualifier to ever make the title 
match and who came so close to 
pushing it up a notch. 
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Resign-snap 
poll bid has no 
critical mass 


By Amando Doronila 


NO ONE WAS SURPRISED WHEN CIVIL 
society launched last week a multisec- 
toral campaign calling for the resigna- 
tion of President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
Vice President Noli de Castro to pave the 
way for snap 

election in 60 

days. It was pre- ШААНЫ 
dictable, includ: 

ing the composition of the groups and 
individuals driving the movement. 

‘The issues of the latest campaign are 
slightly different from those highlight. 
ed in previous oust-Arroyo campaigns, 
particularly that in June 2005, which 
was sparked by the disclosure of the 
“Hello Garci" tapes. 

The current drive has an element in 
common with several attempts to de- 
pose Ms Arroyo during the past seven 
years, including the 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny by disgruntled junior military 
officers, the aborted coup attempt led 
by Scout Rangers Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim in February 2006, and two im- 
peachment complaints against the 
President. 

The defining element is that all 
these attempts had used a nonelectoral 
method to bring about leadership 
change. The coup attempts and calls 
for people power that preceded them. 
to force Ms Arroyo to step down were 
extra-constitutional, no matter how 
bloodless the outcome, 

All these approaches have betrayed 

RESIGN-SNAP/AAI9 
By Carmela Reyes 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF MALOLOS—BULACAN GOV. 


VETERANS’ DAY 


US Ambassador Kristie Kenney talks to Filipino war veteran 
Frederick Viloan during Veterans’ Day ceremonies at the Manila 
‘American Cemetery and Memorial at Fort Bonifacio in Tagulg City. 
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ап Iraq war veteran who has al- 
ready received a Purple Heart. 
The Filipino-American has first- 
hand knowledge of war, the val- 
ue of life and second chances. 
Sibug survived a roadside 
ambush during his brief tour of 
duty in Iraq more than two 
years ago. His roommate died, 


joins war veterans 


By Nikko Dizon knew were killed instantly by 


an improvised explosive device 


KELLY SIBUG IS 


"While two other soldiers he 


By Jeannette I, Andrade 
and Allison W. Lopez 


DAVID MICHAEL LOPEZ, 22, 
graduated on April 12 from the 
Lyceum Institute of Technology 


wanum in Calamba 


cations. 


earning a degree in communi- 


“I wanted to communicate,” 


planted by Iraqi insurgents. 
Sibug, an operations speci: 
ist, lost the middle finger in his 
right hand, fractured his right 
wrist, suffered burns on his 
face, and still has a shrapnel 
embedded in his chest. 
The harrowing experience 
that took place in northern 
Baghdad cutshorthisstintwith А 


Атав SIBUG: iraqi war veteran. 


Joselito Mendoza says he plans to buy 
flowering plants to beautify a park 
with the P500,000 given to him in 
Malacafiang in a controversial gift-giv- 
ing то politicians that has sparked fresh 
calls for President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
ouster on bribery charges. 

“I will buy all kinds of flowers and 
flowering plants,” Mendoza said at the 
opening of the Hardin ng mga Bayani 
at Sining (Garden of Heroes and the 
Arts) in front of the provincial capitol 
here on Friday. 

“TIl use that money to buy flowering 
plants that would be planted in this 
garden,” he said in a later interview, 
speaking in Filipino. 

ы Mendoza had earlier announced that 

d. he would wait for Gov Ed Panlilios de- 

Z cision on what to do with the P500,000 
that the Pampanga official also received 
Gov/ais 


s journey of triumph vs autism 


took the course. 


He is proof that being diag- 
nosed as a person with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD) is not 
the end of the world, 

Only a trained eye can detect 
traces of autism in David. He 
looks like any other young man 


City in Laguna, 


his age. 


Lopez said, explaining why he 


of perseverance and 
struggle against ASD, 


A few know that David is a 
shining example of the triumph 


ASD, as defined by the Autism 
Society of the Philippines (ASP), 
is a developmental disability that 
severely hinders the way infor- 
mation is gathered and pro- 
cessed by the brain, causing 


problems in communication, 
learning and social behavior. 

At age 3, David was diag- 
nosed with ASD, But through 
years of education and parental 
care, he was able to overcome 
his condition, David told the IN- 
Quer that the early interven- 
tion of his parents was key. 
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FORECAST: Extreme Northern and Easter Luzon wil experince 
mostly cloudy skias wilh scattered rainshowers whe Eater 
Visayas wil have most cloudy ез ith scattered rainshowers and 
thunderstorms, The rest of the country wil have party cloudy to 
дошу skies wih Isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms 
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JPE turns up word war with JDV 


Senator claims he has more exposés to make against Speaker 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE WORD WAR BETWEEN 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile and 
Speaker Jose de Venecia escalat- 
ed further yesterday with the 
former calling the latter a “hyp- 
ocrite” and a "pretender" for 
“having the gall to call for a na- 
tional moral revolution when he 
himself had stuck his hands in 
several anomalous deals like the 
North Luzon Railways Corp. 
(NorthRail) and National Broad- 
band Network (NBN) projects.” 


“I am furious at hypocrites, those who 
pretend to be someone they are not. He is a 
bolero, but he cannot make a fool out of 
me,” said an irate Enrile, referring to De 
Venecia's call for President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to lead a moral revolution to rid the 
country of corruption. 
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Enrile also threatened more exposés on 
De Venecia's past dealings. 

“Tell the Speaker not to badmouth me 
because Гт not like that. I know more 
things about him, especially since 1995, 
and if I am forced to reveal them, I don't 
know where he will pick himself up from. I 
know his true character,” Enrile said, 

Enrile said De Venecia did not have the 
moral ground to call for a moral revolution 
‘when the latter had clearly been lobbying in 
behalf of private interests for state projects, cit- 
ing the NorthRail and NBN projects, the latter 
which his son, Jose "Joey" de Venecia Ш, had 
pursued aggressively. 

The word war erupted when Enrile revealed 
that De Venecia had asked him during a private. 

ing i "not to rock the boat” when 
$550-million 
NorthRail project was 


ping all this “silly talk” of his alleged wheel- 
ing and dealing in state projects. 

Yesterday, the Speaker expressed regret 
about asking Enrile in 2005 not to block the 
NorthRail project, which was to be funded 
by the Chinese government. 

“With what he's doing now, 1 regret it,” 
he told the Inqunen, 

De Venecia said Enrile should not put too 
much meaning into their 2005 meeting, in- 
sisting that his stake in the project was lim- 
ited to its importance to local transport. 

“Just because you're endorsing a project does 
it mean you have an interest in it?” he asked. 

But Enrile maintained that De Venecia 
sought the meeting at the Intercontinental 
Hotel in Makati (not the Dusit as he earlier 
claimed) two years ago and that the Speak- 


er even called a lawyer in Malacafiang and 
a NorthRail official to tell them the 
NorthRail contract was a done deal. 

Enrile said he and the other senators had 
been railing about the bloated price and 
anomalous provisions of the NorthRail contract 
the last two years but De Venecia had been suc- 
cessful in “killing” the issue in the media. 

Enrile said he would also pin down De 
Venecia as the main backer of his son whose 
company, Amsterdam Holdings Inc., had 
lost in its bid to bag the NBN project which 
was awarded to ZTE Corp. of China. The 
contract has since been cancelled by Presi- 
dent Arroyo due to the controversy sparked 
by Joey de Venecia's expose on alleged 
bribes which attended the contract. With a 
report from Christian V Esguerra 


being negotiated with 
China. 

De Venecia called 
Enrile a "fish mon- 


3 immigration execs under probe 


ger" and urged him 
to act more like a 
statesman by stop- 
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By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THREE OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU 
of Immigration are under investiga- 
tion for their possible involvement in 
facilitating the entry and departure 
of four Chinese nationals using fake 
South Korean passports. 

Immigration ^ Commissioner 
Marcelino Libanan has issued a 
memorandum directing the three 
officers to explain within 72 hours 
why administrative charges 
should not be filed against them. 

“Tr was established that the arrival 
and departure stamps on the Korean 
passports seized from the Chinese 
passengers were assigned to these 
immigration officers,” Libanan said 
yesterday in a statement. 


He declined to identify the 
three officers assigned to the Ni- 
noy Aquino International Airport 
(Naia), pending the submission of 
their written explanations and the 
filing of administrative charges 
against them. 

“The employees are entitled to 
due process. I am giving them the 
opportunity to explain before tak- 
ing disciplinary action against 
them,” Libanan said. 

“However, I will not hesitate to 
suspend and dismiss them from 
the service if investigation shows 
they colluded with syndicates 
smuggling illegal aliens abroad 
using our country as a transit 
point,” he said. 

The employees case stemmed 


from a recent incident at the airpoit 
wherein two Chinese passengers 
were apprehended by elements of 
the Naia-BI Migration Compliance 
and Monitoring Group for attempt- 
ing to leave the country with fake Ko- 
rean passports. 

The passengers, identified as 
Weng Shuting and Zheng Chen 
Feng, were intercepted at the de- 
parture area on Oct. 31 before 
they could board an Emirates Ай: 
lines flight for Dubai. 

The two are now detained at 
the Bicutan immigration jail 
pending deportation proceedings. 

However, their two Chinese 
companions—Lin Yuxia and He 
Ertong—who were on the same 
flight, reportedly eluded arrest. 
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Cavite blast 
site yields 
sixth fatality 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—THE 
death toll in the explosion that leveled 
several houses in a Bacoor, Cavite, sub- 
division has risen to six after police- 
men found another body under the 
rubble at noon on Sunday. 

Senior Supt. Fidel Posadas, Cavite 
police director, identified the victim as 
Joel Dellosa, 18, said to be a member of 
a syndicate engaged in supplying dyna- 


mite to blast fishermen. 

Dellosa's burned body was found by 
personnel of the Bacoor Engineering 
Office and the Metropolitan Manila De- 
velopment Authority (MMDA) who 
were clearing the area. 

Posadas said the house under which 
Dellosa's body was found was next to 
the house where the blast occurred on 
Anthurium Street, Camella Sorrento 


subdivision, on Thursday. 

The house where the explosion oc- 
curred was rented by Rechilda Suson, 
one of those killed in the blast and the 
alleged leader of the dynamite-making 
syndicate. 

The explosion totally destroyed at 
least six houses and partially damaged 
10 others. 

Posadas said the dozen residents 


who were hurt in the blast had been re- 
leased from the hospital. 

“We're now clearing the whole area 
of the debris caused by the blast. We 
have been scouring the damaged hous- 
ез and, so far, there were no indications 
there are other bodies still under the ru- 
ins,” he said in a mobile phone inter- 
view. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer South- 
ernLuzon 
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СМА to Chinoy traders: Help me with detractors 


By Christine О. Avendaño by turning to a group of people iticking. relentless political noise and par- ^ She said Congress had shown open ал inquiry into the handing 
who may just be able to influ- At the induction of officers of tisan intrigue going on around that it could produce legislation out of cash to congressmen and 
AS THE SENATE THIS WEEK ence her political detractors. the Philippine-Chinese Chamber us,” the President lauded the PC- thathelpsthepeople"whenitses governors іп Malacafang last 
AS umes investigating corrup- The President on Saturday of Commerce and Industry (РОС. CCI members for their “deep con- aside self-interest,” and cited as month allegedly to buy support 
Чоп allegations against the ad- called on Chinese-Filipino busi- CD, Ms Arroyo reiterated what сеп? for the country'seconomy, ап example the Senate's recent for Ms Arroyo against impeach- 
ministration, President Maca- nessmen to try and convince their she said earlier in the week—that — “T know you want results, not passage of the cheaper medicines ment 

pagal-Arroyo has sought to still politician-friends to buckle down she would be stepping down in rhetoric, action not political pos- ЫШ. The Presidents spokesperson, 
ef elentess political noise” towork rather than engage in pol- 2010.and thatshe intendedtoim- turing,” Ms Arroyo said in her Тһе Senate resumes this week Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, 
prove the economy and the politi- speech. its inquiry into the allegedly yesterday said Ms Arroyo's appeal 
9 cal climate "through the end of “Task you to tell the politicians anomalous National Broadband for support from the businessmen 
Correction my term.” that support you to get on with Network (NBN) project deal in was in aid of “ensuring political 
‘She said that with the help of the people's work ... Task you to which the Presidents husband, stability, continued economic 
the PCOCI, we “willnotletthe na- call on the legislators you support Jose Miguel Arroyo, and other growth and sustainable peace and 
tion slip into election year insta- in the elections to stop partisan government officials were impli- order to prevent our slipping into 
bility” wrangling and start legislating,” cated. uncertainties that mark an elec- 

‘Acknowledging “the seemingly she said. The Senate is also expected to tion year” 


More groups to file impeach case vs GMA 


By Jocelyn R. Uy lawyer Roel Pulido last month, venido Lumbera, and relatives of come a virtual rat race. He who 


Reyes said their complaint would victims of human rightsabuses. files the first complaint effectively 

THE BAGONG ALYANSANG  indudetheissueofelectoralfraud, The Public Interest Law Center Багз anyone from availing of the 

m— Makabayan and the human bringing into question the legiti- will serve as counsel for the com- same process. We want this pro- 
rights group Karapatan are set macy ofthe Arroyo presidency.  — plainants, who insisted that mul- cess to change,” she said. 


VILLEGAS (inset) kisses his infant son who was born after he had 


to file today а new and “more “Some people may say that fil- tiple impeachment complaints Тһе group also said that if the 


мын Comprehensive" impeachment ing another impeachment com- mustbeallowediftheseformpart House secretary general refuses 
INTHENOV.1LISSUE, a front-page story—"Once ugly Pinoy | complaint against President plaint now is le smashing ofasingeimpeachmentproceed. to aclnowledge the impeachment 
is top fund raiser for ‘Smile”—misstated the surname of the Macapagal-Arroyo. against a brick wall. Maybe. How- ing. complaint, they would proceed to 
head of Operation Smile's speakers’ bureau. The name of the Bayan spokesperson Renato ever this time, the wall hascracks The rules of the House of Rep- the Supreme Court. 
Reyessaid the complaint willhold and snotassolid asitused tobe,” resentatves state that only one “The House of Representatives 


bureau head is Jose Villegas—not Jose Caparas. The same = x 
Ms Arroyo accountable not only Reyes told the NQumum in a text impeachment complaint can be will get bigger headache by sim- 


mistake appeared in a caption on Page A8. 

E for the controversial National message yesterday. entertained per year. ply barring this new impeach- 
Redes may send their requests for cecinere | Broadband Network project and Bayanand Karapatansaiditwill Вауап chair Carol Araullo said ment complaint. We won't give up 
to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquire, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av- i 
they Be Rl ate fy, Gie daen AY, | he aleged bribery of more бап Sethe трева complet in a шетен dhat dhe lng oF the qui бш ted T 


address iaydesk inquirer com ph; 100 government officials but also 8 am. today and will be joined by n c al 
former Vice President Teofisto the “existing skewed impeach- hastily dismiss this complaint 


amp us about Jack mes or abjectiviy may be ent wo Loma | for the spate of extrajudicial 
Kalaw fio, sader advocate, email addres: readersadvocate@inguir. | killings and abductions in the Guingona, the priores of the ment rules of Congre”. Their actions will form the basis 
CE ly O AON REAO NEE |с: Benedictine sisters, St Mary John “For more than two years now, of our going to the Supreme 
Unlike the complaint filed by Mananzan; National Artist Bien- the impeachment processhasbe- Court,” Reyes said. 
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Is your training an 
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Do you want to 
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confidence? 


Do you want to rev щ 
F 
your sales team? 
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December 11 - 13, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Leadership is about taking control of situations that 
arise. Learn about the nature of problem-solving and 
patterns of thinking. Assess your options, make rational 
choices, and address potential threats. With 
Problem-Solving and Decision-Making, you will: 
* Face problems and make decisions with renewed 
confidence 
= Reinforce your authority and credibility with proven 
problem-solving and decision-making techniques 
* Analyze situations more comprehensively to arrive at the 
best solution 
+ Anticipate potential problems, assess risks and weigh 
altematives to come up with the best decisions and 
solutions 
* Tackle problems and make decisions more systematically 
and logically 
* Horness support mechanisms that will give rise to better 
solutions and decisions 
* Communicate decisions to team members to reinforce 
your power, authority and credibility 
‘= Consistently implement and follow-through on decisions 
* Overcome obstacles and resistance to "unpopular* 
decisions 
Leaders don't wait for things to happen. They make things 
happen, 
This program was designed for supervisors, managers, and ail 
other members of the management team who wish fo improve 
| their problem-solving and decision-making skits 


TARPE 


A lot of us are stil frustrated by below-average sales 
performance and deciining market share against 
competitors. Leam the sales management cycle and 
proper strategic sales planning. Organize and 
structure your sales force. Train and coach them for 
maximum performance. Develop your leadership 
style and set standards for performance. With Sales 
Management you will: 
* Manage all the activities of your sales team 
* Plot the direction of your team with precision 
* Build the right structure and organization for your 
sales force 
* Use training to empower salespeople with key 
seling skils 
* Employ powerful coaching and motivational 
techniques to guide salespeople towards peak 
performance 
* Delegate and motivate for maximum results 


* Discipline people and help them keep their focus ; 


* Scuipt a decisive, flexible, and effective 
leadership style 


Because sales is the heart of business. 


This program is for Sales Managers, Marketing Managers, 
territory manager, Area Managers, District Managers, 
Banquet Sales Managers and anyone who handles sales 
people and wants to increase their sales performance, 


fo customize a 


more people. 


Call us if you want 


program for 10 or 


Training is an investment in your people, so don't 
waste your employees' time and your organization's 
money with ineffective programs and seminars. They 
must be designed properly to address a set of 
specific needs, employing the right methodology for 
maximum learning and audience impact. They have 
to be In line with organizational goals and then 
evaluated properly to determine success. With 
Training the Trainers you will be able to: 

= Align all training with the organization's goals 

* Assess your readiness to become a trainer 

+ Understand the dynamics and chemistry of training 

+ Appreciate the entire training management cycle 

+ Assess your people's training needs more 

effectively 
* Design more dynamic programs 
+ Employ the best methodologies for each training 


session 
* Understand the importance of "behind the 
i scenes" preparation E 
17 л. Train fke a pro 


1] © Evaluate programs опа make sure their effects last 
1 ^ Make the most out of your investment. 


This program is for trainers, training officers, human 

resource and personnel officers and managers who want 

to assess their readiness to become trainers, utilize the best 
+- methods, and design and evaluate dynamic programs. 


For Inquiries and reservations call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 
www.guthrie-jensen.com 


7/F Glass Tower Bldg.. Carlos Palanca Jr. St. 
Legaspi Vill., Makati City 
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Asean expo to focus not only on trade but culture 


THE INTERNATIONAL ARTS 
and Crafts Expo of the Asean 
Handicraft Promotion and De- 
velopment Association (Ahpa- 


de) will feature daily shows 

highlighting the culture of some 

ofthe participating countries. 
Tourism Secretary Joseph 


Ace Durano, chair of the expo 
national organizing committee, 
said yesterday the cultural 
shows will be one of the three 
major components of the expo. 

The other components, he 
said in a press statement, are 
the country and regional pavil- 
ions featuring arts and crafts 
unique to each country and re- 
flective of their heritage, and 


the international selling area. 

‘The countries that will exhibit at 
the expo are the Asean member 
nations, the Philippines, Indone- 
sia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thai 
land, Vietnam, Brunei, Laos, Cam- 
bodia, and Burma (Myanmar), as 
well as Japan, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and the United States. 

‘The expo will be held on Nov. 
22-25 at the SMX Convention 
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Center by the Mall of Asia in 
Pasay City. 

Durano said the countries 
that will stage cultural presen- 
tations are the Philippines, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Japan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Vietnam and the US. 

Durano credited the National 
Commission on Culture and the 
Arts under Executive Director Ce- 
cille Guidote-Alvarez with putting 
together the performances by 
Philippine culture groups. 

The performers include the 
Ramon  Obusan — Folkoric 
Group, Banda Kawayan, An- 
gono Higantes, Earthsavers En- 


semble, Kasarinlan, Philippine 
Navy Band, Philippine Ballet 
Theatre, Quezon City Ballet, 
Ramon Magsaysay youth choir 
and Quezon City Orchestra. 

Durano said a forum on busi- 
ness opportunities (Biz Ops 2008) 
will coincide with the expo. 

Unesco will display products 
made by recipients of the Un- 
esco-Ahpada seal of excellence 
ina special setting. 

The expo organizing commit- 
tee includes Foreign Secretary 
Alberto Romulo, Trade Secre- 
tary Peter Favila and Ahpada 
president and former Tourism 
Secretary Mina T. Gabor. 


Rizal shabu lab busted 


AGENTS OF THE PHILIPPINE 
Drug Enforcement Agency and 
Rizal provincial police busted 
Friday a suspected shabu labo- 
ratory in the province. 

Derreck Carreon, PDEA 
spokesperson, said teams from 
the two agencies served a 
search warrant on a house on 
Camia Street, Barangay San 
Jose, Rodriguez, Rizal at 
around 11:35 a.m. 


Recovered in the raid were 
several crates containing shabu 
ingredients and laboratory 
equipment. 

Alex Gozun and John Ang, 
subjects of the search warrant, 
were not at the house at the 
time ofthe raid. 

Carreon said the ingredients 
could have produced millions of 
pesos worh of high-grade 
shabu. Alcuin Papa 


Maria C. Santos; 93 


MARIA CRISOSTOMO SANTOS 
of Lingayen, Pangasinan, and 
Malabon and Marikina cities 
died on Nov. 8 at the age of 93. 
She is survived by her chil- 
dren Josefina Sarmiento, Alice 
Isip, Rosemarie de la Paz, Viole- 
та, Caridad Ignacio, Edmundo, 
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To Keep your heart healthy 
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Fr Rolly CM, Elena Apostol, 
Raul, Freddie and Lulu Jose. 

Her body lies at Funeraria 
Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon 
City. Interment will be on Nov. 
13 at Loyola Memorial Park, 
Marikina, after the 9 a.m. Mass 
at Funeraria Paz. 
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Pinoy writer 
a finalist in 
literary tilt 
won by Sino 


HONG KONG—THE PHILIPPINES' JOSE 
Dalisay Jr. was one of five shortlisted au- 
thors for the 2007 Man Asian Literary Prize 
that on Saturday was won by Chinese au- 
thor Jiang Rong for his best-selling novel 
“The Wolf Totem.” 

The $10,000 (P426,000) literary award 
was newly established to bring new Asian. lit- 
erature in English to the attention of the world. 
literary community. 

Dalisay, who writes in both English and Fil- 
ipino, has published 15 books of stories, plays 
and essays, with five receiving the National 
Book Award from the Manila Critics Circle, 
Dalisay teaches English and Creative Writing. 
at the University of the Philippines and has 
lectured on Philippine culture and politics at 
universities in the United States, United King- 
dom and Australia, He writes a regular col- 
‘umn for the Philippine Star. 

According to the judges, Dalisay’s entry, 
*Soledad's Sister,” was “full of narrative sur- 
prise, artfully put together and richly ob- 
served. It offers an unillusioned, compassion- 
ate portrayal of contemporary society from a 
Philippines perspective, and is utterly com- 
peling. The characters engage us in the epic, 
yet very local nature of their quest for dignity 
and justice. A work of warmth, humanity and 
confidence.” 

Jiangs “Wolf Totem,” first published in Chi- 
nese, is about the struggle of life during the 
1966-76 Cultural Revolution and draws on 
Jiang personal experience in the Mongolian 
grasslands. 

"The English edition of the book is scheduled 
for publication in March next year. 

Jiang, born in Jiangsu in 1946, spent 11 
years living with nomadic communities in the 
Chinese border grassland region. 

‘The Beijing-based writer was not able to re- 
ceive the award in person at the ceremony 
held in Hong Kong Saturday night because of 
ill health. But ina statement, Jiang said he was 
thrilled and honored that his Chinese story 
caught the attention of the judges. 

“I spent 30 years thinking, and six years 
writing, ‘Wolf Totem.’ During that process, I 
hoped to write a story that would appeal to 
the Chinese sensibility” Jiang seid. 

{ Adrienne Clarkson, who led the panel of three 
judges, hailed "Wolf Totem” as a “panoramic 
‘novel of life in the Mongolian grasslands during 
{he Cultural Revolution period. 

* "The slowly developing narrative is ren- 
dered in vivid derail and has a powerful cumu- 
lative effect,” the former governor general of 
Canada said ina statement. 

‘The three other writers shortlisted for the 
prize included Indian writer Reeti Gadekar for 
“Families at Home,” Burma's (Myanmar) Nu 
Nu Yilnwa for “Smile As They Bow” and Hong 
Kong's Xu Xi for “Habit of a Foreign Ку” 

"The annual prize is sponsored by the Lon- 
don-based financial services company Man 
Group. 

Man Group Ple is known for sponsoring the 
prestigious Booker Prize, which rewards the 
best novel of the year by a writer from Britain, 
Ireland or a Commonwealth country. The 
Booker, founded in 1969, has gone in the past 
to writers such as Salman Rushdie and ЈМ. 
Coetzee. AB Reuters 


Musical 
by deaf 
students 


TO CELEBRATE 
this year's centenni- 
al of special educa- 
Чоп in the Philip- 
pines—which start- 
ed with the estab- 
lishment of the Insu- 
lar School for the 
Deaf and the 
Blind—LINK Center 
for the Deaf will pre- 
sent “Unsilence 
Please: A Musical 
Feast” featuring an 
all-deaf cast. 

The show, which 
will be presented in 
cooperation with 
Rough Rider Jeans, 
Blues Brothers and 
the Metro Manila 
Federation of Agen- 
cies for the Deaf, 
will be on Nov. 16 at 
3:30 pm. and 7 
p.m. at the Peta The- 
ater Center, Eymard 
Drive, New Manila, 
Quezon City. 

Tickets at P100 
and P150 may be re- 
served by calling 
LINK Center for the 
Deaf at tel. 426- 
0382 or 436-5725. 
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CA backs GSIS claim of teacher with brain disorder 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


AN OVERWORKED PUBLIC 
school teacher who traveled 
long distances every day for 
three decades to teach her stu- 
dents is entitled to receive com- 
pensation for a rare brain disor- 
der she contracted while work- 
ing, according to the Court of 
Appeals. 

‘The appellate court directed 
the Government Service Insur- 
ance System (GSIS) to pay 59- 
year-old Carmenia Salvatierra 
disability compensation bene- 
fits as a result of contracting 
Parkinson's Disease, an ailment 
that affects motor functions and 
whose exact cause has not yet 
been determined. 

“Petitioner, a public school el- 
ementary school teacher who 
gave the best 31 years of her life 
in the government service and 
who in the process, contracted 
Parkinson’s Disease, is entitled 
to compensatory benefits corre- 
sponding to her claim,” it said in 
its Oct. 9 decision. 

Salvatierra, a teacher at the 
Dr. Albert Elementary School in 
Manila for 31 years, left her job 
in 2004. 

She started showing symp- 
toms of Parkinson's Disease in 


2002—rest tremors, slight 
rigidity, mask-like face—which 
became more pronounced in 
the next two years. 

After her diagnosis, she filed 
а claim for disability compensa- 
tion benefits with the GSIS, 
which the latter denied because 
it claimed that Parkinson's Dis- 
ease was not an occupational 
disease. 


Decision overturned 

The GSIS decision was up- 
held by the Employees’ Com- 
pensation Commission (ЕСС), 
prompting Salvatierra to ele- 
vate the issue to the appellate 
court. 

In its ruling in favor of Sal- 
vatierra, the court said that 
while Parkinson's was not an 
occupational disease, the teach- 
er was still entitled to compen- 
sation since the cause of the dis- 
ease was not clinically known 
and she contracted it while she 
was working. 

Itpointed out that Salvatierra 
had been teaching elementary 
students for 31 years. All this 
time, she traveled every week 
day from Bifian in Laguna to 
Sampaloc in Manila just to 
teach. 

The appellate court added 
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the US Army, which he had served 
for three years. 

Because of his severe injuries, he 
is now “medically retired” from mil- 
itary service. Sibug has been in the 
Philippines for five months now 
and plans to spend Christmas with 
his mother whom he has not seen 
for quite some tire. 

He is mulling things over, trying 
to decide whether he should study 
nursing, go back to the United 
States, or just “have fun.” 

“I realize this is. my second life,” 
Sibug told the INQUíRER yesterday. ^ 


Veterans’ Day 

Sibug and other war veterans 
much older than him were honored 
at the annual Veterans’ Day cere- 
monies held yesterday at the Mani- 
la American Cemetery and Memori- 
al in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 

Representing the veterans who 
fought in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
Sibug stood proud and snappy in fa- 
tigues and beret. 


in temperature, high humidity emotional stress or pressure, 
and bad weather; physical, 
psychological 


and tigue.” 


AMERICAN officers salute during yesterday's Veterans’ Day ceremonies held at the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial. 


He took his rightful place beside 
the other veterans who fought in 
World War П, the Korean War and 
the Vietnam War. 

The ceremonies, led by US Am- 
bassador to Manila Kristie Kenney 
and Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Alberto Romulo, paid tribute to the 
bravery and sacrifice of these men 
and women 


‘Living reminders’ 

In his brief speech, Romulo said 
the veterans were “living wre 
minders” of the long journey to- 
ward freedom the world now en- 
Si с” 

At yesterday's tribute, the old 
soldiers basked in the glorious 
memories of their heroism as Ken- 
ney, government officials, Fil- 
ipino and American soldiers, and 
their families shook their hands 
and had pictures taken with 
them. 

‘An 89-year-old veteran, Freder- 
ick Viloan Jr, was in a wheelchair, 
aided by his relatives. He could no 
longer remember which war he had 


including overwork and fa- 


All these, it said, could 
have triggered Parkinson's 
Disease. 


комин 


At 24, Fil-Am soldier joins war veterans 


fought but he smiled and waved at 
those who greeted him. 

“It is our duty to honor these vet- 
erans by ensuring that we will n 
er again go to wat. Our responsibil 
ty is to ensure that the guns of war 
will remain forever silent. And we 
can only learn and live these lessons 
of war when we remember,” Romu- 
losaid. 


New battle 

He stressed that there was a 
“new battle to win the hearts and 
minds of people against the 
threats. of tergprigm, extremism. 
and poverty.” 

For his part, Sibug said he had 
seen “the best and the worst ... of 
being in the military ... ofthe fight 
against terrorism.” 

He also said he would never for- 
get the kinship he experienced in 
the US Army. 

“They accepted me and treated 
me like a brother,” said Sibug, who 
was 18 when he migrated to the 
United States in 2000 with his fa- 
ther and three brothers. 


Chubby may be the new healthy .. 


From page Al 


of Men's Health. They're thin. Their 
eyes are bright. They look like 
they're bursting with energy. 

They may be. But they might be 
better off if they had listened to 
their grandmother and put a little 
meat on those bones. 

‘Chubby may be the new healthy. 
Who knows if it will be the new 
beautiful? 

‘Two years ago, researchers found 
that overweight people had the 
lowest mortality rate of any weight 
group. Researchers later linked 
causes of death to specific weights. 

Obese people had more deaths 
from heart disease, researchers re- 
ported last week. Thin people had 
more deaths from everything but 
cancer and heart disease. 

But there were 100,000 fewer 
deaths among the overweight than 
would have been expected if those 
people had been of normal weight. 

This is what might politely be 
called the chubby category, with 


body mass indexes (a measure of 
weight for height) of 25 to 30. A 
woman, for instance, who is 5 feet 4 
inches tall and weighs between 146 
and 175 pounds. 


All about class, control 

Some social scientists say that be- 
ing thin really isn’t about health, 
but about social class and control. 

When food was scarce and ex- 
pensive, only the rich could afford 
to be fat In the 19th century 
well-to-do men with paunches 
joined Fat Men's Clubs, which gave 
rise to the term "fat cat.” 

Heavy women of that era were 
stage stars. Lillian Russell weighed 
200 pounds. 

Those notions of fashion gradual- 
ly gave way to a more streamlined 
physique. 

The body mass indexes of Miss 
America winners, according to a 
2000 study, have been decreasing 
since 1922. In recent years, as many 
as two-thirds of women and more 
than half of men have expressed 
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dissatisfaction with their weight. 


Henry Vill-Oprah effect 

How did we get to this point? 

George Armelagos, an anthropol- 
ogist at Emory University, calls it 
the King Henry УШ-Оргаћ Winfrey 
effect. 

Henry VIII, king of England in the 
16th century, “was huge,” which 
was a symbol of his wealth, Armela- 
gos said. For Henry VIII to get that 
way, “it took 100 people collecting 
food for him and cooking it." 

Compare that with billionaire 
Oprah Winfrey. "She has to have a 
dietitian and cook and a trainer so 
she doesn't get to be like that,” 
Armelagos said. 

Today, poorer people are most 
likely to be fat. And so, “fatness is 
associated with downward mobili- 
ty" according to Abigail Saguy, a so- 
ciologist at UCLA. 

Weight has become a moral issue 
couched in health concerns, accord- 
ing to Saguy. New York Times News 
Service 
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TUN aNtes SINGAPORE $198 public drainage sys- But the appellate The LLDA ordered 


828 маз SHANGHAIPKGIPAL) $408 GUA tem for over three court found that the th a - 
25] Nass BEUNGPXG PAL) $418 urt found that the the company to ex- 


IGAPORE Ш, years. daim was not mue. plain wh - 

EMU ay KUALA LUMPUR (5J) $ 168 SA nce 

RT A d MA diu He] iGKOK 81 ‘The court junked The court gave weight tions should not be 

КИТ ОКЕ жтт АПАНА emi 90] the petition of Jo- to the observation of stopped, and direct- 

2] BALMGINGAPOREPACKAGE $ 539 na's International the Office of the Solici- ed it to pay a fine of 

MBO TOURS AND TRAVEL SERVICES mm. Philippines — Inc, tor General that the 1,000 per day until 
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ЕЕЕ Я таа argument does not с was only in De- 
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Pam i TE LLDAsEnvironmental violated effluent 
ca ws WE Erud HO| Protection Division,” standards. 
i мек the court said in is The LLDA direct- 
= ee 8 UNCOVER 349| Oct. 26 decision. ed the company to 
сха. = Eua г EDI ia 29| Tt said findings of рау the daily penalty 
i ee Жел ene Eton administrative agen- from Aug. 26, 1997 
"ЭЧИ, ыза d cies were usually ас. to Dec. 11, 2000, 
ML corded respect if and from May 9 to 
there was noerrorof Oct. 1, 2002, total- 
law or fraud found ing Р1.115 million. 


UA WINLINIK TRAVEL. 


mon emm nime E | =| Fr. Ed, Inquirer 
IE columnists at ASAP 


ШТП 7 T74 РАМРАМСО PRIEST-TURNED-GOVERNOR 
WINTER H CHIN. A j| Ed Panlilio and three Inguirer columnists 
in IN will be among the featured speakers at the 
"шел, 


annual conference of the American Studies 


Departure | Xmas Special 


- [| Association of the Philippines (ASAP). 
Beijing 4 Days Tuos, Thurs | 12/20, 24, 25, 27 геа Celebrating the centenary of the first Philip- 
= pine Assembly, the ASAP conference will gather 
Shanghal 3-4 Days Fimo | 1223 28 90 S scholars, government officials and leading jour- 
19, Xian, Guilin 6 - 8 Days Friday | 12/25, 28 „H пайыз on = ү сон ше 
Beijing, Shanghal 6 Days Tues, Thue | 10,225 [бро eene ee 


7 7 "5 Fr. Ed will discuss people empowerment. 
Beijing, Xian, Shanghai, Guilin 10Days| _Wod.Fri_| 12/23, 26 Яла! Piana toner dosa of tie UP 
Xiamen 3 Days неу | 12/22, 28 S College of Law and twice teaching fellow at 
- 7 Harvard University, will lecture on the 
Three Gorges Cruises § Days Monday Jr American roots of Philippine democracy. 
D ; Columnist Manuel Quezon III will speak on 
2 аве TORRE i Three Gorges, Shanghai 6 Days к }, the challenges facing Philippine democracy 
L4 ЗАМОНА! TOUR 3 Three Gorges, Beijing 7 Days Monday a E from a journalist’s perspective. Editor John 
ci i Nery will explore the concept and the con- 

Harbin 4 Days T8 sequences of “Internet democracy.” 
€ D б Other speakers at the event, which will 
CUSTOMIZED Graces) s Harbin, Dalian / Bejing / Shanghai 6 Days 1 VL] be held at the National Computer Center at 
20 КАТЕ Ж Northeast Ке & Snow Festival 8 Days 3 SV] UP Diliman, include Sen. Francis Pangili 
Harbin, Changchun, in, Shenyang, Dallan д edt nan, Mary Ann Marchadesch and Prof. He- 
Soll eo enirn а) T | len Yu-Rivera. For inquiries and early bird 
‘oach Tours ~ М discounts, e-mail ASAP president Dr. Cora- 
E HONGKONG, BANGKOK. SINGAPORE MALAYSIA, VIETNAM, ЯГА TOURS zon Villareal at cdvillareal@yahoo.com or 
479 - 481 Sto. Cristo Street, Binondo, Mania. Ep Е call the UP Department of English and 
Tels.: 242-2585 Trunk line Fax : 242-2650 ; 242-2652 Comparative Literature, at 926-3496 or 

Inpro pandatour.com PTAA 13.00 | 426-3668 or 0917-8338203. 
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Good Location. Good View 


BAGUIO 
VACATION APTS 


Brand New 
P2,500/day 2BR 5 Beds 
P3,500/day 3BR 10 Beds 


Extra Beds cooking slowed & 


" 
vacttion! gatherings! semi 


4hp-P16,500 


H.5hp-P18,500 2hp-P25,000 f 
Shp-P30,000 4hp-P43,000 
Floor Mounted Aircon 
YT ————_-| 
eared Arean Sp F350 ApP,00 Gp 5000 
Ceiling Cassette 3hp-P50,000, Shp PB5,000 
Free Installation! 
ast sr Name Fat ria си: NC 262024070 
БН, блән pnr perm] 


30 Hongkong 
Disneydaytour 
US$ 163 
4D Hongkong | 
Cragin Disney 

US$ 262 
ЗО SINGAPORE 
Package 
US$ 220 

4D SHANGHAI 
Package 


SD Hongkong T 4D Hongkong 
Free& Easy | Free& Easy 
US$ 147 | US$ 173 


10 Ноот | D Hongkong 
Disnoydaytour | Overgi а Disney 


US$ 190 | US$ 231 
SDBANGKOK | 4D BANGKOK 


Package Package 
Us$170 | US$ 180 
1-р sngapore a0 BEIJING 
Package | Package 
US$ 244 | US$ 330 
'SUNBRIGHT TOURS а TRAVEL 


Пост OT Man Pano Hotet UN 
ETENE 


US зів 
su 
$25 
snc 
cash Php Installment 
Us s5s0 Pp me 
$705 Php 107" 


Roundtrip Tickets 7 
Los Angsle/SFO/SEA 
Neb 

Vancouver 


аакыт 
Domestic Tour Packages Cash Php Installment 


Php 2390 — Php EX 
Php 2170 
Php 2335 


‘CORALS TRAVEL & TO! 
Ы ae meme Se 


Ушулар" 


Invites all professional hairdressers, salon ситет, 
cosmetology students & interested paries wants to 
leam Нак & CoLour EDUCATION for а 
"FREE TECHNICAL WORKSHOP 
HANDS-ON SEMINAR” 


* Согон Enucanon Leve. 1 & 2 

+ Har Cotoun Renova. Br Wiz Our 

* Ham Retonowo By hoota Ѕихзтадонт System 

* Creative Co.ourws “Creare Penrecr BLowes" 
Japanese lowe Ham ВЕвоян Foun Tcique. 


Tere» By Sre» Coroueno Desan 


VENUE: 240 2н Fio Wer Tonen, | 
Рнцеғиа Srocx ЁхсниноЕ Come, 
Боно Row, Orcas Ceren, Pht Orv 


SINR SEDE Mons Sar 9:00 ди тө GOO ты 
' FREE flowing of Coffee, Tea or Juice 


Б 


+ 3Lines BLocals 
* 8 Lines 40 Locals 
* 16 Lines 64 Locals 
+ 500 Locals Expandable 


SPECIAL PROMO!!! 
FREE DEMO 


rel Communication C. 


el ISWEALTH! 
ДА $ 


D en Philippine Hotel 
et Reservations fer"ice 


ies and M 


Жї 
400 eum? hot 


aos 


316 Aurelio Sundin 1, 9h Avenue, Caloocan City 
363-1083 +364-8277 


NARITO NGAYON! Ang bagong "SNBC HERBAL 
HAIR GROWER" па napatunayang talagang 
nakapagpapatubo ng buhok ayon sa napakaraming 
gumamit nito. Gawa to mula sa mabisang HERBAL 
EXTRACTS at garantisadong nakaaalis ng 
balakubak. nakawawala ng panlulugas ng buhok at 


Kaya't para sa nakakalbo, lalong higit doon sa mga 
gumamit ng ibang mamahaling pampatubo ng 
buhok subalit hindi nasiyahan ay magsadya 
ngayon din sa STO ММО BOTANICAL CENTER Rm. 
403 Borja Bldg. 645 Rizal Ave. Sta. Cruz, Manila 
(казы ng Jollibee). T- 7334125. Gayon din sa 55 
New York St., Provident Villages, Marikina City, T- 
9488205534080. (BFAD LTO No. RDI-MN-F-151). 
For more HERBAL HEALTH & NATURAL BEAUTY 
pRoDUCTS vist www.snbcherbals.com. 


749.8155 to 56 - 781.3472 + 749.8216 
Copytrade Big. 550 M.F. Жосзоп St, Sampaloc, Mania 


[4r : 
715-0114 [41: 2100 [0917 8434545 Pc E MC ACCREDITED 


SslesGisentincl.com.ph 
wwvr.sentineL.com.ph..— 
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2007 Leading Condom Developer National Awardee | 
Отсо of Ine President, HUDCC = HLURB 


TOWER 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Own a 21.48 sqm unit at 


P 1.03M cash 
Р 9,812 monthly 


242-1212 
243-6565 


812-2222 687-3333 567-3333 
818-8888 — www.CITYLAND.net 


JACOB IRTL EQUIPMENT 60, 


12451267 G. oeste Bee OC. ofl Na: 415-3923; 205-5984. 
[DIRKCTAIMPORTIFROMIJAPAN! 


15 -3908, 


Uniwell 


ELECTRONIC CASH REGISTER & POS for reta fastiood f restaurant system- 


[uirer. 


ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT |H 
for CARWASH BUSINESS 
ж 


Commando 70; 
150095003 MP 
With Completo Accossorios 
High Pressure Washer. 
For Personal Use 


AR-2200 
2X00 PS, Pro. 


jee. 


TRX Golden Jet 
190075, Pro. 2900 PSL, 7:2 KW, Pro. 


Guaranteed The Lowest Price In Tho Market, 1200W Wo. 


INDUSTRIAL HIGH PRESSURE WASHER UP TO 7000 PSI AVAILABLE H 
мојот Credit Cards Accepted Deferred Payments Up To 24 Mos. 


=== MAIN: 1851 M OROSAST. MALATE, MLA. 


SAD Tel. Nos.: 5245290 » 5244328 • 5240529 
CSE aL Sun Cellular: 0922-8825326 + 0917-7896670 H 
46 E Tel. 93709} 


ie Ве an Inq 


Dare to ask 


Committed to 
Quality of Life 


"i 
c 
Limited offer — Xceed' GIFT PACK 


FREE! - 
Opttum екент мене 


Abbott 


STORAGE TANK SALE, 


402 улке WARRANTEEH 


© Virgin Polyethylene 
material 
© Won't rust, break, 
crack, or chip 
© Food Grade and 
FDA approved 
for safe & clean 
storage of water 3 
© Ultra Violet Stabilized Ё 
for outdoor use 


| ө Complete with 
polyethylene fittings 
ө Suitable for corrosive 
chemical storage. 
© Ideal for salty water 
storage 
] € CASH SALES ONLY 
© FREE delivery within 
Metro Manila only 


T е nat 


AVAILABLE IN THESE SIZES | 


А 
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Bidlink VCO Lotion and Bath Soap 
Now, the power of nature's healthiest oil, Virgin Coconut Oil, is found in Biolink VCO Lotion & Bath Soap! 


Even made stronger with the fusion of 7 other skin moisturizers to form the revolutionary VCO7 Hydrolock Technology, 
it deeply penetrates the inner layers of the skin and moisturizes it from within, giving you intense moisture. 


Galing ng Pinoy! 


Mula sa 
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Canada gives Pacificador another chance PESSA 


> 2 Color Printing 
ByNestorBBurgos]t — Pacifcador al- It rejected Pacifi- а ick ig 
Inquirer Visayas legedly gave Iran and cadors arguments Беа 

hishenchmen money, that he would not get расах 

ILOILO CITY—A food and shelter. a fair trial in the Г, > 1 Year Warranty 
principal accused in Оп Oct. 12, 2004, Philippines ^ and $7 2 пох HAM 

«ithe murder of for- the Antique Regional would face political pout b 
mer Antique Gov. Trial Court acquitted persecution and 
Evelio Javier has Arturo Pacificador could be “extrajudi- Ў 
evaded deportation and three other ac- cially executed.” CE у Ns 2 y 
from Canada yet cused, The cour, The board pointed SETTE: 5 ac 

again after a Cana- however found Ar- outhisfatherwasac- VA DA ] nin) 

dian court ordered turo’s lawyer, Avelino quitted of the charges > ~ 

third hearingon his Javellana, and seven and his trial “was 

bid for refugee sta- others, mostly body- conducted in accor- $ PEEN EG EEEE E EE PABX Telephone 

tus. guards of the former dance with the rules ‘and travel between 3 January and 30 June 2008 to enjoy Syston 
The Federal Court assemblyman, guilty of natural justice. this groat fare Hurry, book now pate 

of Canada (FOC) = of Javier’s murder. It а i" —— M — Baron 

aside the dedsion of 3 none of the accu: а c 

the Imniigration and Mastermind Ei eie made Ж ЖЫ... | odi bino 

Refugee Board (АВ) Inthedecisionren- had been extrajudi- os, E ы 

rejecting for the sec- dered by Judge Rudy cially executed and cm 

ond time the applica- Castrojas, the court there had never been 

tion forrefugee status said Rodolfo Pacifi- an attempt on the el- 

of Rodolfo "Ding" cador played a key der Pacificador’s life. 

Pacificador. role in the planning —— 
‘The 35-page order and commission of 

dated Oct. 15is post- Javier's murder. 

ed on the РСС web- Сазтојаз said the 

site httpy/deci- testimony of prosecu- 

sions.fct-cfgcea/en боп witnesses 

/2007/2007fc1050/ showed Rodolfo “ran 

2007fc1050.himl. the affairs, so to 
The decision speak..." 

penned by Justice ^ "Based on the evi- 

Yves de Montigny or- dence on record, it 

dered another appears that (Rodol- 

refugee hearig by a fo) was the master- 

different IRB panel mind (of Javiers 

оп the ош that killing,"  Castrojas 

the IRB had failed to had said in an inter- 

consider that Pacifi- view with the Ingum- 

cador could face ER. 

“lengthy and arbi- Rodolfo fed to 

trary detention” and Canada shorty after 

thatthere was‘a seri- the killing, going via 

ous possibility or rea- Thailand, Hong 

sonable chame he Kong, Singapore and 

will be tortued or the United States be- 

mistreated” i the fore arriving in Cana- 

Philippines. da on Sept. 29, 1987. 
xe He claimed refugee 

Principal acaised status at the port of 
Pacificador, 51, is entry at Niagara 

among the pincipal Falls. 

accused in Javiers Нема detained in 

murder who tave re- Canada for seven 

mained at large. years until he was 
Javier, thm 43, freed on bail in 1998, 

was gunned cown in Оп Oct. 19, 1996, 

broad daylight on the Canadian Justice 

Feb. 11, 1986, by Ministry ordered his 

heavily armecmenin extradition to the 

a public plazi during Philippines but the 

the canvasing of order was reversed 

votes for Че snap by the Ontario Court 

presidential elec- of Appeals on Aug. 1, 

tions. Fow by- 2002, on the grounds 

standers меге that the Philippines 

wounded. could not guarantee 
Javier war then a him a fair and speedy 

leader of the opposi- trial. 

tion against he Mar- 

cos dictatorship. No refugee status 
Pacificado; along The Canadian 

with his faher, for- Supreme Court af- 

тег  Asemblyman firmed the rejection 

Arturo Раййсайо, of the petition in 

was a staunch Mar- February 2003. 

cos ally The IRB twice re- 
"Witnesses testified jected — Pacificador's 

that Rodolfo Pacifi- application for 

cador had net with refugee status be- 

Eduardo Irm, alias cause it said Pacifi- 

Boy Muslim, the al- cador was neither a 

leged leader of the refugee nor a person 

gunmen who shot in need of protection, 

Javier, before and af- according to the FOC 

terJavierwaskilled. — order 


= imagine а TV designed 
um to be admired 


eei beachtet Introducing the new Samsung LCD TV Bordeaux Plus and 

se ae eee its inspiring sense of beauty. Elegant round curves. A beautiful 
st Reading: isdom 1:1- 
Gompen Luke 17:1-6 bezel. Arresting blue lighting. A television designed to complement 
[ani э ЧЫЛ gessi iie ти stylish room like yours. A television everyone will admire. With 
woe to the one who has brought it about. It Samsung LCD TVs, it's not that hard to imagine. To leam more, 
would bebefter for that one to be thrown into 
the sea with a millstone around the neck. Tru- ? Maa Somn ar 
ly this would be better for that person than to 
cause one of these little ones to fall. ee = 
.. "Be careful. If your brother offends you, re- t = 
Buke him and if he is sorry forgive him. And ће 

ven times in а day but says to you 

"fm sory forgive him." 

“The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our 
faith” And the Lord said, “if you have faith even 
the size of a mustard seed, you may say to this 
tree: ‘Be uprooted and plant yourself in the sea 
and it will obey you.” 

Commentary 

This is wisdom: love justice and seek the Lord. 
Arewe those who have learned wisdom and are ap- 
prenties to the Spirit of truth and gentleness 
(imeekness and nonviolence) or do we do evil, speak 
untruthfully and destructively and so, are in need 
sf fs rebuke? Jesus warns us that there wil be 
scandals in the world and among those who be- " 
lieve. We had beer be on our guard that t is not [СБ 5 п сео аа 
we who give that scandal and cause others to stum- : a 
ble and fall. We must make sure that we are forgiv- 
ing, that we correct with kindness, and that we are 
not the reason why others sin. I only our faith were 
as small as a mustard seed, we could change the sit- 
uations in the world that are unjust, destructive of 
human life, and cause so many to live in misery 
and without hope. Let us pray for faith—a faith 
that is wise and does justice for those mastin need. 
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Replacing Abalos 


HE IDEA SEEMED GOOD ON PAPER. CREATE AN 
| independent search committee to propose the most 
qualified candidates for chairman of the Commis- 
sion on Elections. Theory, however, is no match (as we 
like to say in the Philippines) for practice—because poli- 
Чез as it is practiced in the Philippines in the post-Estrada 
impeachment era is motivated not by 
theory but by self-interest alone. We 
are afraid that the screening commit- 
tee may be compromised by the very 
politics of survival it is supposed to counter. 

‘After President Macapagal-Arroyo formed the commit- 
tee last week, Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye explained its 
function in action-oriented terms. It “shall screen poten- 
tial candidates with the end view of submitting to the Of- 
fice of the President for its consideration a short list of 
qualified candidates,” Bunye said. 

But the inclusion of long-time National Movement for 
Free Elections leader Jose Concepcion, trade unionist 
Democrito Mendoza and Palace official Bernardino Abes 
in the committee prompted a new group, the Center for 
‘Anti-Graft and Corruption Prevention, to sound the 
alarm. “We have a deep fear that they [the three members 
mentioned] could not freely withstand any secret and 
crucial instructions to protect the desires and interests of 
the appointing authority" the group's secretary general 
told the media. 

Even if these members of the committee, or the others 
the President named to it, all acted honorably and inde- 
pendently, however, they will still labor under à limited 
mandate. Their recommendations will not be ranked ac- 
cording to their order of preference, and would not bind 
the President. In other words, and unlike the selection of 
Supreme Court appointees from a short list voted upon by 
the Judicial and Bar Council, the President is free to disre- 
gard the recommendations. 

‘What does that, potentially, make of the committee? А 
fig leaf, to cover naked ambition. 

"The track record of the Arroyo administration does not 
exactly inspire confidence. One reason why the appoint- 
ment of the newest election commissioner, Moslemen 
Macarambon, generated so much controversy is because 
itcame on the heels of the disclosure, by incumbent Com- 
elec commissioners, of a Palace short list of candidates, 
which included the President's election lawyer, Romulo 
Makalintal, and oppositionists Rene Saguisag and Rufus 
Rodriguez. 

Macarambon, however, was not on that list. Conclu- 
sion: The Palace is not averse to using the commissioners. 
of a constitutional agency to float a political trial balloon, 
or to signal a Palace feint. 5 

The formation of a screening committee, therefore, із, 
as welcome as another shameless twist, another cynical 
turn, in the administration's ceaseless political maneu- 
vering. 

But, Mrs. President, do you really need a screening 
committee of eminent citizens to tell you what you must 
and must not do? 

The lessons of history already point us in the right di- 
rection. 

First, and above all else, do not appoint a politician. 
‘The sorriest periods in Comelec history occurred during 
the watch of two pliant, thoroughly political animals. Fer- 
dinand Marcos had his Leonardo Perez, a former senator 
and (after resignation from the Commission) a political 
adviser; you had the even more pliable lawyer-who-rose- 
from-poverty, former mayor and party leader Benjamin 
Abalos. The Comelec was rehabilitated after the political 
plunder of the Marcos years with the help of non-politi- 
cal, certainly non-partisan chairmen: Ramon Felipe Jr., 
Hilario Davide, Christian Monsod, Bernardo Pardo, Har- 
riet Demetriou, Alfredo Benipayo. What does this list tell 
us? Since the first flourish of People Power, it was only 
you, Mis. President, who appointed a professional politi- 
cian as chairman. 

Second, do not appoint a lawyer without a backbone, 
someone who cannot say no. Abalos’ own less-than-credi- 
ble version of events related to the ZTE scandal already 
proves one thing: He cannot turn anybody down. Every 
request for an introduction, for a meeting, for use of cer- 
tain facilities, he in time learned to accommodate. We 
need a chairman who can say no. 

Third, do not appoint someone who has your number. 
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Court stops tax ab 


1 ADMIRED AND SUPPORTED GOV ENRIQUE 
"Tet" Garcia of Bataan when he was still a con- 
gressman. Almost single-handedly, he fought the 
Downstream Oil Industry Deregulation Law as it 
was passed because instead of breaking up the 
oligopoly of oil companies, it only expanded it. 

The law's intention was to deregulate the local 
ой refining industry to encourage other oil com- 
panies to come here and compete with the three 
entrenched oil giants—Petron, Shell and Caltex. 
Competition forces prices down. Other countries 
that also deregulated their oil industries have 
open-ended transition periods during which 
price control is implemented, to give the new 
players time to compete with the giants. Ош law 
gave itself a transition period of six months, but 
President Fidel Ramos reduced it to two months, 
thus making the law a farce. How can a newcom- 
ег set up shop and compete with established oil 
‘companies in just two months? 

What Tet had warned about is happening 
now. Fuel prices are rising fast, not only because 
of the price rises in the international market, 
but also because the oil deregulation law is a 
failure. The small newcomers, instead of com- 
peting with the Big Three, joined the oligopoly. 
Many of them just buy their refined products 
from the Big Three and sell them to their cus- 
tomers with a markup. Sometimes they even 
beat the Big Three in raising prices. Then-Con- 
gressman Garcia was right in opposing the oil 
deregulation law and somebody should take up 
the fight (his son succeeded him as congress- 
man butis not doing anything to follow through 
with what his father started), 

Now that Tet is governor of Bataan, howev- 
er, he is still fighting the oil companies but has 
changed tactics. Instead of using reason, he is 
now using strong-arm methods, even black- 
mail, to squeeze them. I don't agree with him 
this time. 

What has he done? He doubled the real prop- 
ety tax assessments on Petron. The ой firm, half- 
‘owned by the Philippine government, has paid 
Bataan P1.675 billion in taxes since 1994 but Tet 
wants another P1.7 billion in alleged unpaid tax- 


YOU CAN'T BE A HUMAN BEING AND NOT BE 
devastated by what Mariannet Amper has 
done. The flood of text messages and e-mail 
that came my way last Thursday from friends 
and strangers for no other reason than just to 
be able to tell someone they cried when they 
read about her life, or death, testifies to it. 

‘One friend, who has a 7-year-old of her own, 
put it so well so simply: By rights Marianner's 
world should only have been about school and 
play By rights it should have been full of love 
and laughter. That her world should instead on- 
ly be about care and woe, indeed that it should 
have no light or hope, it’s just—not right. 

‘Another said he could not imagine someone 
who deserved to live more. This was a girl who 
so missed school that being absent for a couple 
of days took on the aspect of being gone for a 
month, And she had to miss school again and 
again for many reasons, not least because she 
had no money for fare, for bag, for school 
work. That was quite apart from the fact that 
she had to help her mother wash clothes for 
others to try to put food on the table, an effort 
that often proved futile. Given the kids today 
who have to be forced to go to school and who 
find ways to stay out of it anyway, my text-writ- 
er said, there's just no justice in this world. 

I share their sentiments completely. What con- 
tinues to assail me about Mariannet's brain- 
numbing act of self-destruction was that she was 
clearly an intelligent and sensitive 12-year-old. 
One who never had a chance to have a child- 
hood, being shoved to adulthood almost as soon 
as she came into this world. That is seen in her 
wish list, written in secret in her diary, which in- 
cluded a bicycle, a school bag and jobs for her 
parents. How many 12-year-olds given an oppor- 
‘tunity to ask for anything in the world would 
think of a school bag and jobs for her parents? 
Only the bicycle is there to remind us—or drive 
home the point, lke a nail оп а coffin—that Mar- 
janet was silla child. An achingly tender and 
innocent mind set adrift in a world that should 
have been full of light and wonder but was in fact 


n 


es from 1994 to the first half of 2007. When 
Petron contested the assessment, Tet’ treasurer 
scheduled last Oct. 17 the sale at public auction 
of assets of the oil firm. Hindi ba overacting па 
yan? Under the law, a taxpayer can contesta real 
property tax assessment at the Local Board of As- 
sessment Appeals (LBA). 

Petron went to court and got a temporary re- 
straining order and later a preliminary injunc- 
tion. The court said Petron was denied due 
process when the Bataan treasurer scheduled 
the auction of its assets as the tax assessment 
of its properties was not yet final and still had 
tobe resolved by the LBAA. 

‘The court also noted that Petron has submit- 
ted a surety bond to cover the supposed taxes 
and that this has been approved by the Central 
Board of Assessment Appeals (CBAA) in lieu of 
a cash deposit. The CBAA has also ordered the 
LBAA to proceed with the resolution «of 
Petron's appeal on the revised assessmens>S, 

Records show that Petron Һай Феб relic’ 
giously paying its real property taxed, A 
vancing payments to the province dl 
Petron is the leading oil refining and fariti 
company in the Philippines. Its 180,000 bátrél- 
2-day refinery supplies nearly 40 percent ofthe 
country's fuel requirements. » 

A very cruel and sadistic pastime, dog- 
fighting, is increasing in the Philippines de- 
spite the prohibition by the Animal Welfare 
Act (AWA). In these fights, dogs, often pit 
bulls, are made to fight in an enclosure, 
sometimes to the death, while humans 
watch and put wagers on them. If the dogs 
are not killed outright, they suffer so much 


New life 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


‘one where wishes like hers never came true. 

Had she lived, that would probably have 
been the case. And the people who now rush to 
make her dreams come true in death only pro- 
duce a cruel irony, driving home the obscene 
truth that in this country the only way the life- 
less can find life is through death. It's enough 
to make you cynical, if hot angry. Especially the 
part about Malacafiang giving P5,000 and ask- 
ing the family Mariannet left behind what else 
they needed. When the only thing else they 
needed could never be brought back to them. 

Even easier to see how Mariannet was a sensi- 
tive child. Malacafiang is right: Marianne is an 
"isolated" case. But so in ways that go nowhere 
near their contemplation—or projection of this 
country as a place where the wunderkind live in 
an Enchanted Kingdom. There is nothing isolat- 
ей about Marianner’s plight, there is nothing iso- 
lated about people in this country living lives of 
not very quiet desperation. They are all around 
us, living lives of loud and disquieting agony and 
riot, dying literally from hunger if they cannot 
stave it off by plucking food out of the hands of 
‘others with knife or gun. You do not need statis- 
tics to show the size and shape and savagery of 
the beast, you need only your five senses. 

The beast is not just out there, in the “coun- 
tuyside,” it is right here in the heart of the city. 
‘You just stray a little away from your home, 
and you will not stray into another neighbor- 
hood, you will stray into another world. A 
world where a dozen people are able to 
squeeze like circus performers into breathable 
space separated from the next one by card- 
board, tin cans, and the posters of candidates; 
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injury that they either become incapacitat- 
ed permanently or later die ofinfection. Fil- 
ipinos keep pit bulls as pets asa status sym- 
bol, a very dangerous mistake, especially 
with children around, as pit bulls are bred 
to attack. They appear docile at times, but 
you can never tell when theirinstinct to at- 
tack will suddenly prompt them to attack 
humans, even their masters. 

Local government unit, especially 
barangays, should prevent dogfights in 
their jurisdictions but they dor't and this ex- 
poses them to charges of dereliction of duty. 
Itis only the Philippine Animal Welfare So- 
ciety (PAWS) that is trying to lave the AWA 
law enforced. (AWA also prdhibits horse- 
fighting, but this is still being done during 
town fiestas in the South withait the police, 
Bureau of Animal Industry акі local gov- 
ernment officials doing anythiag about it.) 

Last March 31, PAWS and the Criminal In- 
vestigation and Detection Gioup (CIDG) 
raided a dogfighting arena in stio Kaysakat, 
Antipolo City. Fourteen participants, includ- 
ing three Thai nationals, were arested; two 
dogs were confiscated and taken to the 
PAWS Animal Rescue Center t» be treated 
for their injuries and rehabiitated. The 
Thais slipped out of the country during the 
Holy Week holidays. PAWS is pushing for the 
issuance of arrest warrants for the Thais 


4, and the other participants in thedogfight as 
only the alleged operator of thearena (one 


‘Danny Tan) as well as а handful of others 
"have warrants of arrest. 

Since the accused were cauglt red-hand- 
ed, the defense tactic is to delaythe case. At 
the arraignment last Friday, the defense 
lawyer objected to the participation of a 
PAWS lawyer even though existing jurispru- 
dence allows private lawyers, vhile under 
the direction of the governmentprosecutor, 
to participate in trials. The judge should be 
wary of dilatory tactics, as this is the first 
dogfighting case to be prosecuted and will 
set the example for future cases, 


a world where taxi drivers are knfed to death 
in the dark of night for a thousandbucks. 

No, there is nothing isolated about Marian- 
nets plight. But there is something completely 
isolated, or rare, in her decision toend her life. 
That is the true tragedy of it. For unlike those 
whose brains had been dulled into narcotic stu- 
por by hunger and brutality, whose hearts had 
turned to stone by the indifference and vileness 
of their world, Manette was still aware of what 
was happening around her. Unlike those whose 
eyes had been left vacant by deprivation, whose 
‘ears, noses, mouths and bodies had been dead- 
ened by a living death, Mariannet felt the pain 
of what was happening around hei If she kept a 
diary, such as her circumstances had taught her 
toread and write, probably acutely so. 

Proof of itis that she took her own life. Not 
everyone commits suicide, true. Sadly the ongs 
‘who do are often those still capable of hurting. 
Easy to lose hope; not so easy to know you've 
lost hope. Easy to drift into a living death, all 
you have to do is be stripped of your senses. 
Not so easy to see you are about to become one 
of the zombies, and have the strength to do 
something about it. 

Marianner's death has brought this nation to 
a state of grief and outrage, expostulation and 
introspection, such as few things have, and 
rightly so. If the shock of her dying has made 
you a little more caring and compassionate 
and determined to make life better for others, 
while suddenly deeply thankful for all the 
blessings you have, then maybe Marianner’s 
death might have meant something after all. 
Indeed, if the obscenity of her dying has some- 
how roused this country from its zombie-like 
stupor, from its denizens dragging off their car- 
casses in living death, unable to see and feel 
and get angry, just murmuring in a daze, "lets 
move on, lets move on ...,” then Mariannet’s 
life might have meant something after all. 

Who knows? Maybe in self-inflicted death, a 
12-year-old has just given us a new lease on 


life. 
b \ 
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INANINCREASINGLY GLOBALIZED WORLD, NA- 
tions enter into economic partnership with other 
nations. We did it through our participation in the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) and once again 
itis being proposed that we enter into partnership 
with Japan through a Japan-Philippines Economic 
Partnership Agreement. 

Agreements of this nature necessarily involve 
‘economic give and take. Through treaties nations 
give up control of a portion of their sovereign ju- 
risdiction through commitments made in favor of 
other nations. Limits to the commitments made 
are embodied in reservations. 

Reservations are important because they con- 
tain the limitations on the commitments made. 
Without such reservations the commitments are 
read as unlimited. When a state has failed to in- 
corporate in a treaty the desired reservations, it 
may not appeal to reservations made in its own 
domestic laws when the economic partners make 
demands on the commitments made in a treaty. 
International law says, “Every State has the duty 
to сапу out in good faith its obligations arisin 
from treaties and other sources of internation: 
law, and it may not invoke provisions in its consti- 
tutions or its laws as an excuse for failure to per- 
form this duty” 

‘This is an important point to keep in mind be- 
cause failure to make the necessary reservations 
can tie the hands of our policymakers. Why so? Be- 
Cause a treaty has a dual character. It is both do- 
mestic law and international law. In domestic liti- 
gation, statutory reservations, if made after entry 
into a treaty, can prevail over treaty commitments. 
"This is not so in international litigation because 
"Every State has the duty to carry out in good faith 
its obligations arising from treaties and other 
sources of international law, and it may not invoke 
provisions in its constitutions or its laws as an ex- 
cuse for failure to perform this duty" 

"The Jpepa treaty document is a wide-ranging 
economic partnership agreement. Commitments 
are made on various aspect of the economy. Does 
the treaty contain the reservations needed to give 
the Philippines flexibility for the future? 

‘Commitments made can touch on both consti- 
tutional and statutory principles governing our 


"OH WHAT A TANGLED WEB WE WEAVE,” WHEN 
we endeavor to deceive, or so Sir Walter Scott said. 

‘The trouble with tangled webs is that the spin- 
ners themselves, not the spiders, get hopelessly, 
shamelessly trapped in them. 

‘And the trouble with the Arroyo administra- 
tion is that it has spun web upon web in all seven 
years of its existence with such incredible impuni- 
ty that it can no longer disentangle itself, not even 
to satisfy its instinct for survival. 

Of course, given the facility with which it has 
wormed its way out of every crisis with the usual 
sequential formula of stonewalling, denial, dis- 
traction, bribery, twisting the meaning of 
“democracy” and “rule of law,” and the ulti- 
mate—grave threats—this administration may 
last beyond our reasonable expectations. 

But apparently, in the public mind, the party's 
over. It was actually over sometime ago, as soon 
as we heard Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo say "Hello, 
Garci.” 

Because that’s when she herself burst her pret- 
ty balloon, and now the piper must be paid. 

How? Demanding her resignation? Impeach- 
ment? Calling for snap elections? Marching in the 
streets and mailing her "Big Briber" postcards 
and eviction notices? 

These worked in the case of President Joseph 
Estrada. But for Ms Arroyo, no way. Why on earth 
should she step down? Or submit herself to im- 
peachment? 

After all, we cheered her and boogied our- 
selves silly that day in January 2001 when at high 
noon she spun her first web with her take-over 
speech (please do the recalling yourselves if you 
wish; I hate to remember how we applauded as 
with silken promises we got conned into a martial 
regime in the guise of democracy). 

So how will the piper get his due? 

__ You can bet he will; maybe not now, but in due 
time. 

Someday—we hope soon enough—students, 
political scientists (in particular) and historians, 
will delve into the remains of the ugliest episode 
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economy The treaty has been faulted by critics on 
both constitutional and statutory grounds. Let me 
touch only on some of the constitutional issues 
even if I am aware that the statutory problems 
may also need attention. 

1. Critics say that the treaty violates Article ХП, 
Section 2 which reserves acquisition of land and 
the utilization and exploration of all natural re- 
sources within the archipelago for Filipino citi- 
zens and Filipino corporations. 

For their part, government officials seem satis- 
fied that Annex 6 Part 1-B, on services, conta 
the specific provision that “all lands of the public 
domain are owned by the State. Only citizens of 
the Philippines or corporations or associations at 
least 60 percent of whose capital is owned by such 
citizens may own land other than public lands or 
acquire public lands through lease." The same pro- 
vision is contained in the Philippine reservations 
for the manufacturing sector in Annex 7 Part 1-В. 

2. Critics say that the treaty violates Article XII, 
Section 11, by opening the operation of public 
utilities to Japan. 

But again state officials say that specific limita- 
tions provided in Annex 6 recognize that foreign- 
ers сап only have 40-percent participation in the 
operation of public utilities, as allowed by the 
Constitution, and also prescribe that the partici 
pation of Japan in public шу boards will also 

a maximum of 40 percent. 

3. It is also said that the practice of all profes- 
sions limited by Article XII, Section 14 is being 
opened up to foreigners. 

But again, government officials say that the RP 
Schedule contains a horizontal limitation in 
fessional services that requires satisfaction of the 
reciprocity rule provided for in existing domestic 
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in Philippine politics and record for posterity this 
abhorrent period in all its horror and, for comic 
relief, its ludicrousness. 

But writers and even journalists can be unreli- 
able in their subjectivity as they tend to interpret 
events according to their own perceptions. 

Not to worry. The wonder of videotape will 
force truth upon us. 

Television stations will air documentaries fea- 
turing the lead tape of “Hello, Garci,” with video 
footage of those congressmen carrying paper bags, 
clips oftheir admissions and denials, the count 
speeches (in a misrule spanning 10 years, you do 
pile up countless webs) where Ms Arroyo made 
countless promises that she of course broke count- 
less times, with the special feature of her declara- 
tion on the death anniversary of our national hero 
that she would not run (for the presidency) but 
that she would leave as her legacy “honest, orderly 
and peaceful” elections. 

‘What a vast file of reels that would be! Once 
again we will see in living color Mike Defensor. 
‘The Defender, right after his helicopter adven- 
ture; Ms Arroyo beaming right after the murder 
in the airport tower; doing a merry jig with arms 
raised right after the abortion of the mutiny at 
Oakwood; triumphant before the altar in the 
palace chapel reminding us that it was she who 
won afterall, during a Mass she held for Feinan- 
do Poe Jr. while thousands were mourning him in 
а farewell Mass elsewhere; ungracefully being 
helped to stand up after siting on the floor dur- 
ing her “pulong-pulong,” and many many more. 

Personally, however, although I'm too poor to 
bea fashionista, Ido delight more in fashion than 


legislation, and provides that the Philippine Gov- 
ernment is not obliged to recognize services out- 
pat of foreign services suppliers not duly regis- 
tered in the Philippines. 

4. Critics also say that the treaty opens up own- 
ership, control and administration of educational 
райо in violation of Article XIV, Section 
40). 

But the other side says that the RP Schedule in. 
‘Annex 6 contains a specific provision that educa- 
tional institutions, other than those established 
by religious groups or mission boards, shall be 
owned only by citizens of the Philippines or cor- 
porations or associations at least 60 percent of 
Whose capital is owned by such citizens. It also 
provides flexibility for Congress to require in the 
future an increased Filipino participation in the 
equity. Control and administration are also vest- 
ed only in citizens of the Philippines. 

5. Critics say that the treaty opens up owner- 
ship and management of mass media to foreign- 
ersin violation of Article XVI, Section 22(1). 

However, government people say that this is not 
а problem because the treaty makes no specific 
commitments on mass media. Thus, under the 
positive list approach, there is no need to make 
any reservation because the Philippines can legiti- 
mately impose the 100-percent Filipino equity re- 
quirement under article XVI, Section 11(1) of the 
Philippine Constitution, notwithstanding the lack 
of any reservation or inscription in the Jpepa. 

6. It is also said the Jpepa opens up the adver- 
tising industry to the Japanese. 

‘Again the RP Schedule in Annex 6 is said to 
contain the specific imitation that only up to 30- 
percent foreign equity is allowed to foreigners, as 
allowed by the Constitution. 

Thave verified the answers given by govern- 
ment, but my understanding ofthe position paper 
presented to the Senate by former Justice Florenti- 
no Feliciano, recognized both here and abroad as 
an expert on the subject, is that while he may be 
aware of these reservations found in Annex 6, he 
does not consider them adequate for protecting 
Philippine interests. He must know something 
which we don't. It will do well for the Senate to 
find out what Justice Feliciano is thinking. 


A comedy of errors 


“political noise,” and so my wish is that some like- 
minded TV production specialist will produce a 
run-down of Ms Arroyo's fashion taste, or rather 
that of her stylist. 

1 especially savor her lovely gown during her sec- 
ond Sona that exactly matched the color of the con- 
gressional carpet, and the temo she wore to the 
Wedding of the Crown Prince of the Sultanate of 
Brunei, the blue of which exactly matched the up- 
holstery of the sofa where she and spouse Mike per- 
formed the feat of siting between the newlyweds, 
their combined bulk almost displacing the bride off 
her perch. Of course like many others, I am still 
wondering to this day what that sash was all about. 

Unforgettable for sheer impact of course was 
the khaki-colored attire she wore that day she an- 
nounced Proclamation 1017, its design obviously 
inspired by the Nazi auxiliary's uniform that per- 
fectly matched her Hitler bangs. Eva Braun would 
have drooled with envy. Ah, those good old days 
of cyanide capsules! 

Still, in this winter of our discontent, remem- 
ber that our destiny lies not in the stars but in our- 
selves. 

Or maybe it would help to revisit the document 
described as “a masterpiece of political writing,” 
drafted by five men of the Second Continental 
Congress of the United States, and written in its 
final form by Thomas Jefferson in 1776, known 
as the Declaration of Independence. Excerpts: 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Goven- 
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed. 
That whenever any Form of Government be- 
comes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or abolish it...” 

Elsewhere, such would be the fitting end of a 
presidency that really never was. 


Comments to rubaiyat!9@yahoo.com 


Don’t engage or dignify it 


ADEL TAMANO HAS DONE HIS CIVIC DUTY. HE 
did this on Nov. 5, submitting, first, an "Adden- 
dum/Supplement" (accompanied by a formal en- 
try of appearance, and a manifestation by Roel 
Pulido) to the impeachment complaint Pulido 
had filed. And second, by his submitting a Motion 
for Reconsideration on Nov. 9, two days after he 
received a letter from Rep. Matias Defensor, de- 
lining to accept the documents submitted by 
Tamano. You can read both documents for your- 
self on the Ingumer Current blog (http://www. 
quirerbloggers.net/current/). 

Tunderstand that progressive lawmakers have 
taken it upon themselves to circulate, as much as 
possible, the Tamano documents among their col- 
leagues in the House. This achieves two things. 
First, it gives no member of the Committee on 
Justice in particular or the House in general an 
excuse to plead ignorance as to the contents of 
Tamano's submissions. Second, the move enables 
lawmakers and the public to see for themselves, 
how the original Pulido complaint needs a back: 
bone, composed of solid arguments and facts, if it 
isto stand up to any sort of scrutiny. 

Tamano's efforts, accomplished with the help. 
of other dedicated lawyers, and the time and en- 
ergy devoted to making the labors of these 
lawyers known to legislators and the public alike, 
are as far as the opposition should go. Having 
submitted fortifying documentation, having had 
these documents rejected by a Committee on Jus- 
tice controlled by the ruling coalition, and hav- 
ing, in turn, made an appeal, the opposition has 
done its duty by the Constitution and the people. 
‘The rest must be left entirely to the ruling coali- 
tion, without the opposition lifting a finger to fur- 
ther engage in, or dignif the proceedings. 

This will be a difficult thing to do, but it is a 
worthy exercise in self-control on the part of the 
opposition. The choice is clear: engage in the de- 
bates in the Committee on Justice, and later, in 
plenary, and by so doing, legitimizing an abuse of 
the impeachment process, or standing aside and 
allowing the public to see what the whole exer- 


THE LoNc VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon IIT 


‘ise really is: fakery, accompanied by allegations 
of bribery, a charade by means of legal manipula- 
tion in aid of frustrating accountability. 

‘At most, the opposition can make a manifesta- 
tion: we have done our civic duty, we have tried to 
fortify the complaint, what is the pleasure of the 
‘Committee on Justice, the original endorser of the 
complaint, and the leadership of this chamber? 

At which point Representative Defensor can try 
to explain why he thinks trying to strengthen a com- 
plaint constitutes an entirely different complaint al- 
together. Which can only mean that what the Com- 
mittee of Justice wants is something without bite, 
and which cannot chew, because even if the opposi- 
tion wants to give it teeth, Defensor and company 
will insist the thing remains completely. 3 

‘And then Rep. Edgar San Luis, endorser of the 
Pulido complaint, can explain why he believes the 
President of the Philippines should be im- 
peached. Let him do so vigorously. Let him be in- 
terpolated by his friends in Kampi, and those he 
has antagonized in Lakas. And let the opposition 
justsit there, silent, and observant. 

‘Let the opposition and the public watch Kampi 
either come to the defense of San Luis, or tear him 
to pieces, as he tries to spell out in detail every 
case of commission or omission for which he 
claims the President ought to be held to account. 
And let everyone see Lakas either rush to the aid 
Of the President, outshouting each other to sing 
the praises of the President, or try to outdo each 
other in trying to show some independence—in 
the hope of frightening the President into inviting 
them all to the Palace for another round at the 
presidential cash buffet. 


‘And when the Committee on Justice votes, as it 
must inevitably vote, to dismiss the Pulido com- 
plaint without even bothering to scrutinize 
Tamano's submissions, let the opposition simply 
refuse to dignify the process with a vote and letit 
do the same when the committee's decision goes 
before the entire House. The only voices that 
should be heard, saying how they will vote and 
why, should come from members of the adminis- 
tration's coalition. No one else who is a real mem- 
ber of the opposition should say one word or 
make a single gesture. 

‘Then the country will know that the opposi- 
tion's idea of impeachment is closer to what the 
public expects, than what the Palace wants. The 
President dearly wants yet another frustrated im- 
peachment so that she can have another year’s 
bragging rights as the personification of the rule of 
law. Her allies obviously feel the same way. The 
public, since 2005, has wanted a solid complaint, 
debated and decided upon in a sober manner, and 
at the end of it all, closure by means of an im- 
peachment trial where the President can prove 
herself innocent or unworthy to continue in office. 

Before any solid complaint can be prepared, 
the Palace has always maneuvered the filing of a 
weak complaint, immediately endorsed by a con- 
gressional ally of the President, and swiftly 
thrown out by a submissive majority with access 
to the Palace's cash bar that keeps them drunk on. 
patronage. Yet the President's people know that 
the trick is getting old, and the trickery's only 
adding to the ruling coalition's lack of credibility. 
Which is why its operatives tried to bribe rep- 
table oppositionists to endorse the Pulido com- 
plaint, but in the end had to sneak the complaint 
behind the back of the public, because all it could 
dig up was Representative San Luis. 

All of this is made possible by the Supreme 
Courts refusing to act on a petition that a group 
of lawyers filed in September 2005 questioning 
the ratification of a House committee report junk- 
ing an amended complaint for impeachment 
against the President. 
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I am a diabetic 

LAST WEDNESDAY WAS THE 57TH FOUNDATION AN- 
niversary of the Philippine Marine Corps. It was on Nov. 7, 
1950 that the first Marine Company was formally organized 
and designated “A” Company of a proposed Marine Battal- 
ion. Lt. (SG) Manuel Gomez, a member of PMA class 1941, 
was given command of the new unit with direct responsibili- 
ty for organizing, training and developing what would be 
one of the finest = 

fighting units of фе 
AFP Only volunteers REVEILLE 
were taken in and 

after five months of 
intensive training, 
they were thrown Ramon 

into battle against J, Fare 

Pene ee CALLE 

runners of the NPA—who posed a serious threat not only in 
Central Luzon but also in the heart of Manila. 

Since then, the Marines have never left the combat zone. 
Lately, they have been in the forefront in the fight against 
Moro secessionists in the South, with two of their officers 
winning the Medal of Valor, the nation’s highest award for 
bravery in combat. Col. Custodio Parcon, class of 1987, and 
Col. Ariel Querubin, class of 1979, were cited for heroic ac- 
tion against Abu Sayyaf and MILF elements. A Marine enlist- 
ей man, PFC Nestor Acero, was also awarded posthumously 
the same medal for “outstanding gallantry in the face of fero- 
cious enemy fire.” Recovery teams found Acero's body along 
with the bodies of 30 or more outlaws in his periphery, his 
left arm cradling the neck of a fellow Marine. 

Wherever the Marines are assigned, they have always 
been welcomed as soldiers of the people. One rarely hears of 
abuses or forced disappearances in areas covered by Marine 
units. Such is their reputation for discipline and profession- 
alism, and therefore itis difficult to understand how any 
group of men could be so cruel, going to the extent of muti- 
Tating and beheading their Marine captives. 

‘Twenty-nine officers and men who were killed in two 
separate incidents four months ago were remembered by 
the Corps as it marked its 57th anniversary. Widows and 
girlfriends gathered at Marine Headquarters in Fort Bonifa- 
Cio to honor the sacrifices of their men. Their presence 
served as a poignant reminder that for them, justice has 
been elusive. 

Four months ago, Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga was the head of 
the Marine Corps. Today, Allaga commands AFP units in 
Western Mindanao, an area of operations that includes В; 
Jan where our Marines fell in battle. Such an important com- 
mand assignment offers opportunities for regaining lost 
prestige for the Corps which he once led. We wish him suc- 
cess in his endeavors. 

‘The United Nations has declared Wednesday, Nov. 14, as 
World Diabetes Day. It is the first time that the world orga- 
nization has set aside a day aimed at creating a greater 
awareness of the threat to world health posed by this non- 
infectious disease. In the past, such action was taken with 
regard to infectious ailments like tuberculosis, malaria and 
AIDS. 

For many years, I was not even aware that diabetes was a 
disease. With my sweet tooth, chocolates, ice cream and can- 
dy—in any amount—were things I took for granted as part 
of the good life. The only admonition I heard about taking 
too much of sweets was its effect on my teeth. And to my 
mind, brushing them every day was good enough to keep the 
doctor or dentist away. 

Ten years ago, just before undergoing a triple coronary 
bypass operation, my doctors informed me that 1 had dia- 
betes. Like many things in life, the idea of having to cut 
down on one of my favorite indulgences did not register im- 
mediately. And I continued on my merry ways. Only when 
nocturnal visits to the bathroom became more frequent did 
Trealize that something was wrong with my system. It was 
too late. From oral medication, 1 graduated to shots of in- 
sulin. 

Today I am paying the price for not taking seriously the 
danger posed by diabetes. The disease itself may not kill you 
but the complications will—amputations below the knee, 
blindness, kidney failure requiring dialysis or even a trans- 
plant, a possible heart attack in the wee hours of the morning 
or on the golf course. 

Today the most important items when I travel abroad are 
not my clothes or shoes or jackets. The most important arti- 
cles in my luggage are my blood sugar testing paraphernalia 
along with a vial of insulin and the accompanying syringe or 
needle, 1 am insulin-dependent. This is not to say that I 
would die without these items but they go a long way in 
keeping me strong and healthy. 

Опе can avoid getting to the insulin stage. All it requires 
are a disciplined diet and regular exercise like 30 minutes а 
day on the treadmill, or on a bicycle or just plain walking. 
‘There are also all kinds of sugar-free goodies on the mar- 
ket. But even with these items, itis best to observe modera- 
tion. 

Diabetics suffer from too much sugar in the blood, a state 
known as hyperglycemia, or from very low sugar levels 
known as hypoglycemia. In either case, it involves the re- 
lease of water from the body. Hyperglycemia results in fre- 
quent urination while one indication of hypoglycemia is ex- 
cessive sweating. 

‘Some interesting notes on diabetes. The full name of the 
illness is “diabetes mellitus.” “Diabetes” comes from the 
Greek word for siphon and implies that a lot of urine is 
made. "Mellitus" comes from the Latin word “mel,” which 
‘means honey, and the two were combined because the urine 
was sweet. (Scientists discovered that ants were attracted to 
the urine of animals under observation.) 

It was a Canadian scientist, Dr. EG. Banting, who discov- 
ered that a hormone produced by our pancreas keeps sugar 
levels normal. This achievement earned him a Nobel Prize 
in medicine. When the pancreas does not function well and 
does not produce enough hormones, the sugar level rises. 
То correct this, a replacement hormone called "insulin" 
from the Latin word “insula” (meaning isle or island—the 
shape of the pancreas) is injected into the patient's blood- 
stream. 

Oflate, there have been attempts to come up with an in- 
halation system for administering insulin. However, they 
have not been too successful and were recently taken off 
the market. Another method being developed involves the 
use of insulin patches attached to various parts of the 
body. Unfortunately, these experiments also did not pros- 

ет. 
Peor many Filipinos who may not be able to afford insulin, 
the native remedies, like tea made from ampalaya or banaba 
leaves, have proven effective and provide the best hope for 
the great majority of our countrymen. 
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UTI? 


(Urinary Tract Infection) 
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NATURE'S RELIEF 


ГАТ: 
Pollution of the spirit үе" 


IN THE BOOK TITLED "PEACE, WAR, AND 
Politics," America’s foremost muckraker, Jack 
Anderson, takes us into the fascinating world 
of journalism, starting as a 12-year-old re- 
porter in 1934 for a small-town newspaper, the 
Murray Eagle in Utah. 

He mentions the triumphs and travails of his 
profession—from scoops to censorship; from 
preferential treatment to death threats; from 
inside information to list of enemies, among 
many others. 

In 1989, he had the privilege to interview 
the playwright-turned-president, Vaclav Hav- 
el. Anderson quotes President Havel: "Aside 
from an almost unbreathable air or undrink- 
able water, our country faces a worse pollu- 
tion—a pollution of the spirit. Our people saw 


CONTRARY TO THE NEWS ARTICLE THAT 
quoted a statement made by Rene Saguisag, le- 
gal counsel of PCGG nominee Enrique Locsin, 
(inquirer, 10/20/07), we would like to clarify 
that the resolution of Court of Appeals Associ- 
ate Justice Martin S. Villarama Jr. did not men- 
tion any "Locsin-Poblador Group"; neither did 
it uphold the dismissal of the Philcomsat case, 
based on lack of jurisdiction, by the RTC 
Makati. 

The Court of Appeals resolution in CA GR 
CV No. 88360, penned by Justice Villarama 
and promulgated on June 8, 2007, merely dis- 
missed the appeal, filed by one of our princi- 
pals, on a procedural issue, based on a with- 
drawal of appeal. The case related to a 1998 
Special Stockholders’ Meeting of Philcomsat, 
the validity of which was assailed by our share- 
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nothing wrong with lying 

to the government that lied 
to them; our people saw nothing wrong with 
cheating the government that cheated them; 
our people saw nothing wrong with stealing 
from the government that stole from them." 

President Havel was referring to Czechoslo- 
vakia 18 years ago after the fall of Communism 
inhis beloved country. 

Sounds familiar? His sentiments certainly 
could have been directly applied as fittingly, 
correctly, suitably and most appropriately to 
the Filipino people. 

‘Well said and done. After all, we deserve the 
kind of government we have. 

MANNY CAMARA GUMBAN, 
‘mannycgumban@yahoo.com 


Side of Philcomsat’s Bildner on CA resolution 


holders. As Philcomsat subsequently held an- 

other special stockholders’ meeting in Septem- 

ber 2000, the case was rendered moot and aca- 
demic, hence the request for its withdrawal. 

—LINL BILDNER, 

president, CEO, 

Philippine Communications Satellite Corp. 

(Philcomsat), Telecoms Plaza Bldg., 

316 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 


The article in question was based on a press 
statement released by a group in Philcomsat 
which named itself ће “Locsin-Poblador Group.” 
Thave subsequently interviewed Ms Bildner, and 
her side has been written in an article that has 
been submitted for publication. 

—DAXIML. LUCAS, 
reporter; Inquirer 


Bishops’ 
foolishness 


EDSA П WAS A MIS- 
take. What guarantee. 
is there that Chief 
Justice Reynato Puno, 
whom the bishops 


AVAILABLE AT: E mercury drug stores nationwide 
and other reputable drugstores 


DISTRIBUTED BY: Réf 


BFAD # FR - 60677 
Imported and marketed by: Whealth Inc. Tel: (63 2) 524 6549 www.cranuti.com TXT 4 INFO: 0916 741 0346 


want to lead a junta, 
or anyone else will 
mot be like or worse 
than the one he's sup- 
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posed to replace? 
Righting a wrong 
with another does not 
make things right. 
Even if their sugges- 
tion were adopted, 
there is an election in 
2010. Patience is a 
virtue. 

Is governance now 
part of the bishops’ 
temporal responsibil- 
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ity? Look at the 
wholesale moral de- 
cay we are now in. Is 
morality not their 
major temporal re- 
sponsibility? They 
have failed miser- 
ably, yet they want to 
take more responsi- 
bility. They will be 
more productive if 
they work hard at 
raising the moral 
standard of those 
who are coming after 
this morally 
bankrupt generation, 

Unless they are 
planning to run for 
public office, grand- 
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World Pool: Nerves fail Filipino ‘Superman’ 


From page Al 

“I am so depressed,” Gomez, 
a double degree holder from ће 
University of the Philippines in 
Mindanao, told a packed con- 
ference before breaking down 
for the second time. 

“I was almost there and I did 
not take the crown. I am sorry.” 

Gomez then went back to his 
native tongue, and admitted to 
cracking up. 

“Magaling siya, pero talagang 
dala na rin ng first time na um- 
abot ako dito (He's good but my 
being here for the first time was 
also a factor)," Gomez said. 

“Nawala ang focus ko sa laro. 
Dumadating уап sa lahat ng play- 
er, nasa kanya па уап kung pa- 
pano niya iko-control. Nung 15-all 
na, doon na bumigay. (1 lost my 
focus. It happens to any player, it's 
up to him to control the situation. 
‘At 15-all, that’s when I gave in).” 

1 know the crowd was with 
me," Gomez, who settled forthe 
$40,000 runner-up — purse, 


added. “I really wanted to win 
for my country. But sometimes 
the crowd pressures me.” 


Awesome foe 

“I have no one else to blame 
but myself” Gomez, who 
scored an 11-4 victory over 
England's Karl Boyes in the 
semifinals, added in Filipino. "I 
can't promise them anything, 
but I will try my best so that I 
could regain the trust of my 
countrymen." 

But it wasn't as if the 35-year- 
old Peach, a native of Black- 
pool, did not play a great match 
to eam the top prize of 
$100,000. He looked awesome, 
especially on the defensive end. 

But part of his brilliance was 
overshadowed by the fact that 
Gomez, who had lost just-12 
racks їп the entire knockout 
stage to get this far, folded up. 

“This isjusta dream come true,” 
Peach told reporters. "But honestly 

ing, this was the worst 
match that I played. The game 
plan just went out the window. 

"You never think youcan win 


PEACH claims his World Pool 
cup.  AUGUSTDELACHUZ. 
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only dream about it,” said 
Peach, who also took out Fil- 
ipinos Ronnie Alcano, the de- 
fending champion, in the Last 
64, and sentimental favorite 
Francisco “Django” Bustamante 
in the quarterfinals. 

Gomez, a former crime re- 
porter for a local television net- 
work back in his native Zam- 
boanga, trailed by as many as 
five racks, 8-3, after lapsing into 
a maze of silly errors which 
looked like a case of nerves 
more than anything else. 


Soft breaks abandoned 
He stayed rooted in his chair 
for quite a while as Peach put on 
a consistent display of efficient 
pool, until the Englishman suf- 
fered his first bad break of the 
match when he scratched after 
breaking the 12th rack. 

Both players abandoned the 
soft break after the felt on the 
table was adjusted, and this pro- 
vided for a more exciting match 
with the breaks providing a differ- 
ent look on the table each time. 

A five-rack cluster of his own 
finally allowed Gomez to even at 
8, but not after making the sell- 
out crowd sit on pins and nee- 
dles because of delicate shots on 
the Nos. 2 and 3 balls that led to 
an easy run out of the 16th rack. 


Changing fortunes 

And after making it 9-8 by ex- 
tending his run to six racks, 
Gomez scratched on the 18th 
break, giving Peach the chance 
to make it 9-all and engage the 
Filipino in a nip-and-tuck affair. 

Gomez then turned a 10-12 
deficit into that three-rack lead, 
playing loosely—for the first 
time—in the 27th frame, which 
‘was a routine run out for the Fil- 
ipino. 

But everything caved in for 
the man nicknamed interna- 
tionally after the popular comic 
book superhero, as he fouled on 
a jumpshot while playing out of 
another delicate Peach trap to 
hand a wide open table to the 
Englishman for 13-15. 

Peach then ran out the next 
frame, and then the next before 
encountering trouble in the 3ist 
after flubbing a kick shot on the 9. 

“He (Gomez) could definitely 
win this tournament (in the fu- 
ture),” Peach said. “Up until the 
final (match) he was playing 
the best pool in the tournament. 
He just faulted a little bit in the 
end under pressure. You can't 
blame him for that. 

The classic encounter gave 
the local crowd a better under- 
standing of pool, as Peach en- 
gaged Gomez in a great defen- 
sive battle which almost always 
ended up in his favor. 

In the end, the large crowd 
embraced Peach, applauding 
him wildly for his gutsy effort. 
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an impatience to cut short a president's 
elected term. They represented cutting cor- 
ners on electoral procedures and instant 
fixes to get rid of a widely reviled leader. 
‘The withdrawal of military support to the 
Estrada administration led to a nonviolent 
leadership change, but it was nonetheless a 
coup, albeit a soft putsch. 

These approaches have exposed the 
fragility of election as a democratic mecha- 
nism for political change and the readiness 
of activist groups to discard the electoral 
mechanism and to accept shortcut solu- 
tions to topple regimes. 

It is not my intention to discourage the 
new "resign-snap election” movement or to 
point out the futility of the campaign. I am 
up to the brink with outrage over the cal- 
lousness of this administration, the wave of 
endless corruption scandals, the death 
squad killings of political activists, the 
diminution of political liberties, and the ten- 
dency for repression. I am as angry as some 
‘members of civil society over these issues. 


Need to assess prospects 

But outraged citizens cannot ignore the 
need to assess the prospects of success of 
their new project. There is nothing more f 
tal to the movement than to have unreali 
tic expectations of its success. 

‘Organizers have launched a signature 
campaign hoping it might spark a 
groundswell of support that would put 
pressure on Ms Arroyo and De Castro to 
step down and call a snap election. 

As the organizers said in their manifesto: 
“We are a diverse group of organizations 
and we all know prior to this there are sev- 
eral individual campaigns working for (Ms) 
Arroyo’s ouster. This petition is not an ap- 
реа] to (Ms) Arroyo's conscience but this is 
meant to awaken people." 

This precisely is the problem. Is there а 
constituency for such а mass movement 
riding the wave of apparently widespread 
and deep-seated public unrest? Is there an 
issue that can serve as catalyst to awaken 
the people to unite in a mass action? 

If there's none, no matter how much the 
rage, the movement becomes a romantic 
adventure. The manifesto is realistic 
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Resign-snap poll bid 
has no critical mass 


Vice President to quit “is the most logical 
and historically possible option ... because) 
it passes the test of constitutionality.” 


Feasibility of solution 

In other words, the organizers of the lat- 
est anti-Arroyo drive want to have it both 
‘ways—mass action or people power (extra- 
constitutional means) and resignation (con- 
stitutional means) through voluntary exit. 

‘One wonders about the feasibility of this 
solution. No one gives up power voluntari- 
ly. 

The manifesto rejected the approach of 
another group calling for Ms Arroyo's resig- 
nation to be followed by the formation of a 
junta euphemistically named as a “caretak- 
ег government” that would call an election. 
tolegitimize it. 

Calling a junta a caretaker government is 
unfortunate. Now matter how you disguise 
it, a junta is a fascistic structure masking a 
military coup. 

The manifesto branded the junta as a 
“patently erroneous” option, even if it 
would be headed by the Chief Justice as a 
front man. This option usually originates 
from groups associated with military 
groups engaged in coup plots. 

Without going into a debate over the le- 
gal procedures to be followed to implement 
the constitutional mandate governing suc- 
cession in case of the President's resigna- 
tion or incapacity, the issue must first be 
settled—the circumstances under which 
the President steps down. 

‘This remain highly hypothetical, and the 
manifesto is vague about this. It leaves 
things to chance. 


Estrada's suggestion. 

The best answer to the dilemma over 
how to “awaken the people” was offered by 
former President Joseph Estrada after his 
pardon, 

The first thing Estrada did after regain- 
ing his freedom was to distance himself 
from calls for Ms Arroyo's resignation. He 
said it was "the people—the poor sector, 
which is the largest sector of our soci- 
ety—who should choose and decide who 
they want to run or replace the govern- 
ment, not the few elitists and churchmen.” 

Estrada learned from experience who 


enough to concede that based on the.organ..,.were responsible for his overthrow. He gave 


nizers’ “frank assessment, impeachment 


ihe statement in response to questions 


faces-an uphill battle.”.tt added: “We allewhether-he-had abandoned the-opposition 


know impeachment is a numbers game.” 

But more so is the call to “awaken peo- 
ple” a numbers game. This manifesto is vir- 
tually a call for mobilization of another 
people power to put pressure on Ms Arroyo 
and De Castro to quit and clear the way for 
snap election. 

‘According to the manifesto, a snap elec- 
tion is “the most viable option to reestablish 
democracy.” The call for the President and 


after his pardon. 

His evasive answer flabbergasted opposi- 
tion leaders. It left in doubt his bona fide 
status as an opposition symbol. 

Estrada has passed on to the Arroyo-re- 
sign movement a challenge to find out 
whether the people are ready to respond to 
its call. As far as the manifesto of the move- 
ment is concerned, it is still a work in 
progress. 


Gov to use cash gift 


From page Al 


on Oct. 11 in Malacafiang before he decides 
what to do with his money. 

Panlilio, a Catholic priest on leave, was 
the first governor to admit he had received 
500,000 in a paper bag handed to his chief 
of staff by Mendoza, purportedly for baran- 
gay projects, on his way to his car after a 
luncheon meeting of around 200 local offi- 
cials with Ms Arroyo. 

Earlier that day, Ms Arroyo met over 
breakfast with around 90 congressmen, at 
least three of whom admitted they were giv- 
en from P200,000 to P500,000 that opposi- 
tion politicians denounced as a bribe. 

The handouts were distributed amid an 
alleged attempt by the administration to 
ram through the House of Representatives 
a weak impeachment case filed by a private 
lawyer against Ms Arroyo that could be eas- 
ily killed, thus preempting the opposition 
from lodging a stronger complaint under a 
‘one-year constitutional ban on bringing the 
same ouster move against the President. 

‘The Senate has scheduled for Nov. 14 the 
opening of an investigation on the Oct. 11 
gift-giving in Malacafiang, The inquiry will 
touch among other things on whether the 
handouts constituted bribery and corruption 
and also determine the origin of the money. 

Civil society groups have urged Ms Ar- 
royo to step down and call a snap election. 

Malacafiang had disclaimed knowledge 
of the cash gifts, although the President's 
party, Kabalikat ng Mamamayang Pilipino 
(Kampi), had belatedly acknowledged that 
it was the source of the P500,000 given to 
each of at least two congressmen—Bien- 
venido Abante Jr. of Manila and Thomas 
Dumpit of La Union. 


Capability bi 

Officials of the League of Provinces of the 
Philippines (LPP) had admitted that it was 
the source of some of the money given to 
officials and members of the Union of Local 
Authorities of the Philippines. The LPP said 
it had P21 million from membership contri- 
butions and that the cash gifts were for “ca- 
ability building." 

Mendoza said that while he preferred to 
use partof the amount to buy flowering and 


D ^ 


ornamental plants, his plan would depend 
оп the approval of the provincial board. 

“We should wait for an SP (Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan) resolution to authorize the 
use of the money because it has been 
turned over to the provincial treasury. I 
sought the advice of many people and they 
all told me to use the money,” he said. 

Mendoza said he thought of the beautifi 
cation program upon hearing Dean Virgilio 
Almario of the College of Arts and Letters of 
the University of the Philippines in Diliman, 
Quezon City, talk about the rich history of 
Bulacan. 

Almario, a National Artist for literature 
and a native of Bulacan, was guest during 
the garden's opening. 

Mendoza believed that there was noth- 
ing wrong in spending the P500,000 to im- 
prove the garden that would serve as a re- 
minder and inspiration for Bulakenyos, es- 
pecially the youth, to excel in their chosen 
fields. 

The garden features a "Walk of Fame,” 
where the names and handprints of artists 
and entertainment and media personalities 
who trace their roots to Bulacan will be pre- 
served. 


Senate investigation 

Mendoza also said he would attend the 
Senate investigation of the cash gift “if 
called to appear.” 

He said he would “say what 1 had re- 
vealed on Oct. 22 and stand by Among (Fa- 
ther) Ed." 

“Yun na talaga yun (That's final),” the 
governor said of what he disclosed in an 
‘Oct. 22 press conference. 

In his statement, Mendoza said the two pa- 
per bags containing P500,000 each were 
handed to him by a woman in white in a 
room beside the Heroes Hall to which he was 
directed to go by a female staff of the LPP 

In the room were Interior Undersecre- 
tary Austere Panadero, Philippine Amuse- 
ment and Gaming Corp. official Edward 
Plaza, and a man Mendoza did not know. 

Tt was while walking toward the Palace's 
gate that Mendoza gave one of the bags to 
Archie Reyes, Panlilio's chief of staff. 

Panlilio earlier said he would attend the 
Senate blue ribbon committee on Nov. 14. 


Saguisag finally told his 
wife died in accident 


By Dj Yap 


FORMER SEN. 
Rene Saguisag was 
finally told of his 
wife Dulce's demise 
yesterday morning 
but he kept a strong. 
face upon hearing 
the bad news, his 
son Rebo said yes- 
terday. 

He did not shed 
tears, but his 
blood pressure 
"shot up,” Rebo 
told reporters at 
the Makati Medi- 
cal Center lobby. 

"Hes always 
been strong" he 
said of his father. 
“Our dilemma was 
whether to volun- 
teer the informa- 
tion, or wait until 
he got better he 
told the reporters. 

The doctors at the 
Makati Med were 
split on the issue, he 
said. 

One group want- 
ed to inform him 
regardless of his 
condition while an- 
other group be- 
lieved it was better 
to wait until 
Saguisag was bet- 
ter. "This morning, 
he asked,” Rebo 
said. "We had to tell 
him the truth.” 

Asked if his fa- 
ther cried, Rebo 
said “no,” adding 
that "he's always 
been strong." 

Doctors were on 
hand the entire time 
to monitor his con- 
dition. 


They noted a rise. 
in his blood pres- 
sure after he was fi- 
nally told about 
Dulce's death in the 
car accident they 
met early Thursday 
morning. Dulce was 
the only fatality. 
‘The doctors assured 
the family the in- 
crease іп blood 
pressure was nor- 
mal for anyone who 
had just received 
bad news. 

Rebo said his fa- 
ther was "okay 
now” and had gone 
to sleep. But he re- 
quested that the 
detail of who broke 
the news to Saguis- 
ag be kept private. 
Rebo said Saguisag 
then asked how his 
wife's sisters were 
doing. 

He described his 
father as "dramati- 
cally improving ev- 
ery day.” 

Saguisag, who 
had a tube inserted 
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MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


in his mouth from a 
respirator to help 
him breathe, could 
communicate with 
his family and doc- 
tors by writing notes 
and body signals, 
like nodding. His 
penmanship, "bad 
asit is," had also be- 
gan looking normal, 
Rebo said. 
Saguisag 
kept asking when 
he could go home. 
"Can I go home 
now?" Rebo quoted 
father as ask- 
ing. 
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From page Al “We were asked by the hotel He added it was unlikely that ditional security for the commis- helped broker the controversial Garci” tape controversy—in- 
" the hotels closed circuit televi- management to write a formal попе of the vendors or jeepney sioners. ‘All of the commissioners $329-million broadband deal volving alleged rigging the 
Sion could provide more clues letter before they decide ifthey drivers in the area had seen the have close-in security" hesaid. — withChina,alsohadhighpraise 2004 presidential elec- 
to the murder. will give us access to the incident. Е for Dalaig. tion—Dalaig admitted having 
Chief Insp. Alejandro Yan- footage,” Yanquiling said. “I think they are just afraid, Comelec meeting — "He was a walking election figured in the wiretapped con- 
quiling Jc, head of the Manila He said a Philippine Amuse- “but we will convince them to Jimenez also said election of. book Hehadmemorizedallthe versetions with then Commis- 
Police District homicide divi- ment and Gaming Corp. employ- tell their story. We do not even ficers who had received threats provisions of the election code, sioner Virgilio Garcillano. The 
sion, said investigators had yet ee had recognized Dalaig and know yet how many assailants were given bodyguards only up- every period and comma,” Aba- exact nature of the conversa- 
tobe allowed by the Hyatt тап. “told us that Dalaig wasa regular there were or how they es- on making а request. “We can't Jos said. tions was unclear. 
agement to see the footage tak- player at the casino." caped," he said. give all of the election officers He also described Dalaigasa ^ Ina transcript of the tape ob- 
en on М.Н. del Pilar and Pedro This could explain the ^ Yanquilingsaid the hotel'sse- bodyguards,” he said. “fatalist.” tained by the Inquirer, the 
Gil Streets. P300,000 in cash Dalaig was curity guard stationed near the "Аз far as threats to election “He told те thathe doesnot name Dalaig ог  Dalahig 
ы carrying at the time of his entrance had claimed that after officials are concerned, there give а damn about those cropped in one conversation 
Cavite poll execalso killed death, Yanquiling said. hearing a gunshot, he only saw аге many,” he added. threats. He said, 1 just do my that apparently dealt with a lo- 
Dalaig was one of two Com- Robbery was ruled out since Dalaig slumped on the street _ Commissioner Rene job as I see fit’ He was such a cal election contest. 
elec officials gunned down on the cash was untouched, but anddidnotseeanygunman. Sarmiento said the Comelec good man,” Abalos said. Senators urged the police to 
Saturday. transactions that Dalaig sup- would meetenbancon Tuesday He said it could not be avoid- look deeper into killings of 
“The head ofthe Comelecoffice posedly had at the casino would Other angles and might take up ways to im- ed that some losing candidates Dalaig and Del Rosario. 
in Bacoor Cavite, Joseph del be looked into, he said. Yanquiling said the police prove security for poll officials. would make threats against “Though these two incidents 
Rosario, 46, was shot dead while ^ Yanquiling said the footage were alsolookingintootheran- Sarmiento himself aid he was election officials but that most may be unrelated to each other 
having drinking sessioninsidea could show who Dalaig was of- gles, such as the sensitive job thinking of taking precautionary of these were empty threats and to the victims line of work, it 
оше General Trias, Cavite. ten with or who were the peo- Dalaigheld atthe Comelec. — measures even though he had made outof desperation. still calls for a thorough investi- 
Senior Supt. Fidel Posadas, ple he had spoken to. “We will also check both his not received any death threats. s gation and for the killers to be 
Cavite police director, said B pending and decided cases at Past and present Comelec of- Dalaig in tears identified and locked up behind 
there was “no indication” that Witnesses afraid the Comelec, covering election- ficials mourned Dalaig's death. Abalos said the last time he saw bars,” Sen. Manuel Roxas II said. 
the killing of Del Rosario was The homicide chief said the related asesandinternalissues Sarmiento said Dalaig—pre- Dalaig was during the testimonial Senate Minority Leader 
related to his work. police had also been barred by involving Comelec officers and viously mentioned as a possible dinner for him afterheannounced Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said: “He 
Posadas said Del Rosario was the management from going in- employees,” he said. candidate for the job of com- his resignation. He said he sew  (Dalaig) was a Comelec official, 
having drinks with friends at side the hotels parking area, Dalaig was director of the missioner—had played а key Dalaig in tears when he bade it had to do something with the 
the Velmont Subdivision when where Dalaig was believed to Comelec’s law department, role at the poll body because of Comelec personnel goodbye. elections. I just hope that the vi- 
the gunman suddenly entered have left his car. which handles electoral cases. ^ his vast knowledge of election Sources in Lanao del Norte olence'in other parts of the 
the house, shot the victim at _ Yanquiling said an informant  Yanquiing said Dalaig’s wife law that had earned him thela; said the killing of Dalaig could Philippines, especially in ARMM 
close range, and fled. had told the police that Dalaig confirmed that her husband bel Justice” or “Commissioner” be related toa local contest dur- «(Autonomous Region in Muslim 
might have left his Toyota Revo had received death threats, but Dalaig started his Comelec ing the May 14 polls. Mindanao), do not spread here 
Vital footage there. But Yanquiling said in- thatthe source orsources ofthe career three decades ago. ‘One source said the speed or in Metro Manila" With reports 
During the local elections investigators could not confirm threats had yet to be known be- м delay in the resolution of poll from Gil Cabacungan in Mani- 
May, Bacoorwasteggedasahot this as of yesterday, although cause Dalaigs cell phone was A fatalist protests largely depended on 1а; Marlon Ramos, Inquirer 
spot after mayoral candidates they had the car key. still with his wife. . Former Comelec Chair Ben- how Dalaig’s law department Southern Luzon; and Richel 
teeused each other of cheating Not even one eyewitness has Jimenez said it was “too early jamin Abalos, who resigned his disposed of them. Umel and Ryan D. Rosauro, In- 
and harassment. come forward, Yanquiling said. to tell” ifthere wasa need forad- post following accusations he At the height of the “Hello quirer Mindanao 


David’s journey of triumph against autism 


From page Al throughout the world in fami- ç " x RAT A trip to Thailand, his first 
lies of all ethnic and social back- { 7 Sate Бы $^ foreign visit courtesy of Unesco, 

"There is no cure, but ground: Me was a dream come true. 
through education and train- ^ "People with ASD live normal d EM m d “I think I gained more self-con- 
ing, autism сап be treated,” he life spans and some of the be- „ли fidence after this trip," he said, as 
said at the close of ће two-day — haviors associated with it may : 2 he related eating grasshoppers 
national conference at the change and disappear over A ы. and haggling to buy а black Bud- 
Philippine Columbian Associa- time,” said the ASE dha image down from 600 baht 
tion in Paco, Manila, on "А Ше. 10300 baht. 

Journey with Autism: Hope Af- Symptoms E 
ter Diagnosis." The symptoms of ASD, usual- f 1 did not lose hope" 

For the ASR which organized ly apparent in toddlers, in- Lopez said he was disap- 
the conference, autism is not a clude: pointed he failed the entrance 
tragedy. Ignorance is the ө Nopointing by one-year. exams of University of the 
| tragedy. The organization ~ Nobabblingbyoneyearor | j Philippines and University of 
maintains that parents of chil- no single words by 16 months Santo Tomas. "But I did not lose 
dren with autism should not de- or no two-word phrases by 24 hope in life," he said. 
spair claiming that 1 іп 150 months. He was accepted at Lyceum 
children is diagnosed with ASD. © Any loss of language skills where he chose to take up AB 

“There is no one specific atanytime. Communication because he 
cause of autism known yet. But ө No pretend playing. "wanted to communicate with 
while there is still no cure ог e Little interest in making other people.” 
| autism, it is treatable, Many friends. A vigorous writer, Lopez also 

children with autism, especially Extremely short attention started blogging through ac- 
with early intervention, make span. counts at Multiply and Blogger. 
considerable improvements. ^ e No response when called АЯ Л. TM, ^ "Hopefully I will land a job 
Parents have to empower them- by name or indifference to oth- DAVID Michael Lopez, a living proof that being diagnosed with autism spectrum diorderisnottheendof soon го help my parents, search 
selves to give these children a. ers. the world, addresses the national conference of the Autism Society of the Philippines at the Philippine for the right giri, get married 
better life,” the group stresses. Little or no eye contact. ‘Columbian Association in Paco, Manila. ranum and raise my family,” he said as 

‘Their vision: “ASP sees anen- ^ e Repetitive body move- the audience clapped loudly. 
vironment that helps persons ments such as hand clapping or According to Reyes, treat. entsdid“lotsofmassage”onhis “I leamed new skills that "Тһе future is there waiting 
with ASD to become, to the best rocking; intense tantrums. ment within the developmental neckthinkingit wouldhelphim changed my attitude,” said for me. I know it will be hard 
of their potentials, self-reliant, Fixationonasingle object. framework is most effective to speak. Lopez. It was there that he but I have walked those steps. 
independent, productive and ^ e Unusually strong resis- arrest the incidence of ASD, “They also puta spoon in my leamed to eat properly, to wait The next step is really not that 
| socially accepted members of tancetochangesinroutines. which is reported to be steadily mouth, and had a faith healer for his turn, and to developteam- hard anymore ... I will be an 
| society.” Dr. Alexis Reyes of the Uni- increasing hereand abroad. work on me. After a week or workby joining sports activities. eye-opener to everyone to рег. 

Based on information from versity of the Philippines Col- DEM two I was talking like a parrot,” Не described high school in severe, not to lose hope in case 
Í the ASR autism “typically ap- lege of Medicine, Department Talking like a parrot hesaid asthe crowd laughed. Cahbribaas “challenging, fullof their child is afflicted with 
| pears during the child's first ofPediatrics, stressed inherdis- — In his speech with matching А special education program hard workand fun.” Herecalled autism. I know that not every- 
| three years, is four times more cussion: “Early intervention PowerPoint presentation, Lopez at Сана, an alternative acquaintance parties with girls body can be like me, but I know 
| common in males than in fe- works, We cannot waituntilthe recounted his struggles as а school foundation in os Baños, and “romantic evenings” at ju- in their own time they can du- 
males, and has been found symptomsare ery obvious.” child that began when his par- Laguna, transformed Lopez.  niorseniorproms. plicate what I have achieved.” 


Norman Mailer, towering literary figure, dies at 84 


| From page At fatally, during a drunken party. infantryman, Mailer saw tiwar march on Washington, aries were restricted. He'd go 
| Не had nine children, made а enough of soldiering to provide фе 1968 political conventions, anywhere and try anything. 
| failure at Mount Sinai Hospital, quixotic bid to become mayor of a basis for his first book, "The the Muhammad Ali-Floyd Pat- He was a courageous person, a 
| J. Michael Lennon, the authors New York City on a "left conser- 9 Naked and the Dead,” pub- terson fight, an Apollo moon great person, fully confident, 
| literary executor and biogra- vative” platform, produced five lished in 1948 while he wasa shot. with a great sense of opti 
j pher, said. forgettable films, dabbled in d postgraduate student in Paris. Н 1968 account of the тїш” 


“He was a great American journalism, flew gliders, chal- The book became a best sell- peace march on the Pentagon, In ‘Advertisements for My- 
| voice,” said a tearful Joan Did- enged professional boxers, was ex, and Mailer returned hometo "The Armies of the Night,” won self” (1959), Mailer promised 
| ion, author of “The YearofMag- banned from а Manhattan find himself anointed the new the Pulitzer Prize and the Na- to write the greatest novel yet, 
| ical Thinking” and other works, YWHA (Young Women’s Hebrew Hemingway, Dos Passos and tional Book Award. but later conceded he had not. 
{struggling for words upon Association, a Jewish community Melville. Jorge Herralde, editor of Among his other notable works 
learning of Майег death. center) for reciting obscene poet- Buoyed by instant literary Mailers Spanish publishers, were “Cannibals and Chris- 
From “The Naked and the ry feuded publicly with writer celebrity, Mailer embraced the Anagrama, said that Mailer was tians” (1966), "Why Are We in 
Dead,” Mailers classic debut Gore Vidal and crusaded against early 1950s counterculture, а titan of literature who, like Vietnam?" (1967), and “Miami 
novel about a combat platoon women's liberation. defining “hip” in his essay “The Kafka, wasnever awarded aNo- and the Siege of Chicago" 
in the South Pacific during AA White Negro,” allying himself bel Prize. “He surely had tooex- (1968). 
World War П, to such master- Run-ins with law MAILER a with Beat Generation gurus cessive a profile for that In 2005, Mailer received a 
works of literary journalism as Майег had numerous minor Jack Kerouac and Allen Gins- award,” Herralde said. gold medal for lifetime achieve- 
“The Armies of the Night,” the run-ins with the law, usually for on it, a talent for narrative and berg, and writing social and po- ment at the National Book 
two-time Pulitzer Prize winner being drunk or disorderly, but characters with real blood litical commentary for the Vil- A courageous person Awards, where he deplored 
always got credit for insight, was also jailed briefly during the streams and nervous systems, a lage Voice, which he helped  — Mailers personal life was as what he called the “withering” 
passion and originality. Pentagon protests in the late great openness and eagerness found. turbulent as the times in which of general interest in the “seri- 
Some of his works were high- 19605. While directing the film for experience, a sense of ur- ` he lived. In 1960, at a partyat ous novel.” Authors like him- 
ly praised, some panned, but “Maidstone” in 1968, the selfde- gency about the need to test The big comeback his Brooklyn Heights home, he self, he said often, had become 
monewaspronouncedtheGreat scribed “old club fighter” thought and character in the Не also churned out two stabbed his second wife, Adele anachronisms as people fo- 
‘American Novel that seemed to punched actor Lane Smith, crucible of a difficult era,” more novels, “Barbary Shore” Morales, with a knife. She de- cused on television and young 
be his life quest from the time breaking his jaw, and bit actor Sokolov wrote. (1951) and “Deer Park” (1955), clined to press charges, and it writers aspired to screen writ- 
he soared to the top as a brash Rip Tom's ear in another scuffle. which were neither embraced was not until 1997 that she re- ing or journalism. 
25-year-old “enfant terrible.” But as Newsweek reviewer First book Kindly by readers or critics. vealed in her memoirhow close ^ Lennon said arrangements 
‘Mailer built and nurtured an Raymond Sokolov said in 1968,, Mailerearned an engineering While Life magazine called she had come to dying. for a private service and burial 
image over the years as bellicose, “In the end, itis the writing that’ science degree in 1943 from his next book, "An American “He could do anything he for family members and close 
street-wise and high-living. He will count.” Harvard University where he Dream” (1965), “the big come- wanted todo—the movie busi- friends would be announced 
drank, fought, smoked marijua- Mailer possessed “a superb decided to become a writer He backof Norman Mailer,” the au- ness, writing, theater, poli- next week, and a memorial ser- 
ma, married’ six times and natural style that does not crack’ wassoon drafted into the Army. thor-journalist was chronicling tics," author Gay Talese said. vice would be held in New York 
stabbed his second wife, almost under the pressures he puts up- Sent to the Philippines asan majoreventsoftheday—anan- "He never thought the bound- in the coming months. 
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CBCP head pushes rejection of coal plant 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—JARO ARCHBISHOP ANGEL LAG- 


dameo, president of the 
ence of the Philippines 


Catholic Bishops Confer- 
(CBCP), said Ilonggos 


should reject the proposed coal-fired power plant 
here warning of health and environmental risks. 


He said the clergy in the city 
would meet and help explain to 
their flock the dangers posed by 
a coal fired plant. 

"It is better to act on the pre- 
vention (of sickness and environ- 
mental problems resulting from 
coal plants) rather than on the 
cure,” Lagdameo told the INQUIR- 


5n Wednesday at the sidelines of 
a forum on coal plants sponsored 
by the Archdiocese of Jaro. 
Environmental groups and the 
Catholic Church are opposing a 
plan to put up a 100-megawatt 
coal plant in Barangay Ingore in 
La Paz District here by the Global 
Business Power Corp. (GBPC) 


and Panay Power Corp. (PPC). 
‘The project is among those con- 
sidered to boost the energy capaci- 
ty oflloilo City and Panay Island. 
City officials were supporting 
the project citing the need for a 
stable supply of energy especial- 
ly with the increasing power de- 
mand resulting from infrastruc- 
ture and development projects. 
But the head of the University 
of the Philippines-based Na- 
tional Poison Management and 
Control Genter, said the project 
should be opposed, warning of 
adverse health hazards on resi- 
dents especially children. 
Dr Lynn Panganiban, a profes- 
sor at the UP College of Medicine 
Department of Pharmacology 


and Toxicology, said local gov- 
emment officials should be chal- 
lenged to look for safe alterna- 
tives to power generation other 
than coal-fired plants. 

“It is general knowledge that 
coal-fired power plants have 
been the major source of air pol- 
lution all over the world. In fact, 
their emissions have been ma- 
jor contributors to the global 
‘warming phenomenon we are 
currently experiencing,” said 
Panganiban, an Ilonggo, in a 
letter read during the forum. 

Panganiban pointed out that 
emissions from coal-fired power 
plants are composed of pollu- 
tants such as sulfur oxide, nitro- 
gen oxide, polynuclear hydro- 


carbon, total gaseous hydrocar- 
bon, carbon monoxide, and met- 
als such as mercury and arsenic. 

The toxicologist cited a study 
published in the journal Envi- 
ronmental Research in January 
2007, which stated that “air 
pollution from coal-fired power 
station, although not exceeding 
local pollution standards, had a 
negative effect in . children’s 
Jung function development.” 

Coal plant proponents said the 
plants utilize the circulating flu- 
idized bed combustion (CFBC) 
"which they say limits emissions 
within internationally accepted 
levels and the Clean Air Act. 

‘The plant's operation will al- 
so be strictly monitored to en- 


sure that it meets safety and 
health standards, they said. 

But Panganiban said that “al- 
though there have been attempts to 
address the toxic discharges with 
new technologies, we are sil in the 
stage of merely reducing these 
emissions and have no methods of 
totally eliminating them." 

She said the establishment of 
a coal-fired power plant would 
require stringent and efficient 
monitoring of its impact on 
health and environment. 

But she said in her 17 years as a 
toxicologist, ^T still have to see an 
efficiently operating monitoring 
system that seriously looks into 
health and environmental impacts 
of pollutants in the country" 


Markers to enlighten Andaya Highway critics 


TAGKAWAYAN, QUEZON—TO EVADE 
the stigma attached to Andaya High- 
‘way here known for its potholes and 
cracks, the Department of Public Works 
and Highways in Quezon province has 
put up markers on both ends of their 
territorial jurisdiction. 

Ronel Tan, head of DPWH-Quezon 
4th Engineering District, said they put 
up the markers to help clarify to mo- 
тогыз that the cracks, ruts and “craters” 
in many portions of the highway are 
outside their territory. 


ten the recipient of all the brickbats 
due to misunderstanding. That's un- 
fair because the Quezon side is well 
maintained," Tan argued. 

He noted that the misconception 
started when nine barangays of 
Calauag, Quezon were officially trans- 
ferred to the jurisdiction of Sta. Elena, 
Camarines Norte five years ago. 

‘With the changes in boundaries, Tan 
said the first 1.7-kllometer stretch of the 
Andaya Highway that was then under 
the jurisdiction of Quezon had since 


larly maintaining,” Tan said. 

Motorists going to and from Bicol 
and other parts of southern Philip- 
pines have complained of the bad 
condition of the highway. 

While itis being concreted, many 
sections of the 93-km stretch are 
still rough, resulting in one-lane 
passages. 

The INcumum visited the highway and 
found the 1.7km portion of the high- 
‘way under the supervision of Bicol full 
of potholes and cracks with vehicles 


"Every time the bad condition of been placed under Camarines Norte. finding it hard to shift to second gear. 
the Andaya Highway was being hit — "What was left to Quezon province Delfin T. Mallari Jr: and Ephraim 
in the media, our office was most of- was 29 km which we have been regu- Aguilar Inquirer Southern Luzon 
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Community is torn between 2 villages 


By Ryan D. Rosauro 
Inquirer Mindanao 


OZAMIZ CITY—GATHERED IN A SMALL 
clearing beside the road, several residents 
of Manabay, a suburban community here, 
discussed prospects for them after the just 
concluded village polls. From where they 
stood is a half-paved hundred-meter road 
that leads into the coastal area. 

The road-paving project has been unfin- 
ished for over five years now due to lack of 
funds. Barangay Catadman, to which the 
community belonged, has not been receiv- 
ing its share of revenues derived from Ma- 
nabay taxpayers, hence the project has to 
‘wait for "spare funds" to complete. 

‘This situation becomes worrisome amid ex- 
panding infrastructure needs of the communi- 
ty, especially potable water supply and a 
drainage system, due to expanding population. 

The problem facing Manabay results from a 
disharmony of the communitys governance рй- 
Jars, making the management of its affairs com- 
plicated. Although a mere local-level micro-con- 
fict, the case opens new discussions on the poli- 
су environment for local governance, the village 
being the smallest political unit of the country. 


Territory 

As a politico-administrative territory, 
Manabay belongs to Catadman. Its resi- 
dents are counted among Barangay Catad- 
man’s constituency. 

But as a fiscal territory, Manabay belongs 
to its northern neighbor, Barangay Maning- 
col. Hence, the share of revenues derived 
from its barely 30-hectare territorial expanse 
now is being used for Maningcol residents. 

Asa revenue source, Manabay has a rich po- 
tential. The once barren coastal strip and lush 
ricefields now hosts container yards, ware- 
houses, and two prawn processing plants. 

This fact accentuates the clamor of Ma- 
nabay residents for a rightful share of de- 
velopment funds. 

Several years back, residents of Manabay 
have urged Catadman leaders to exert ef- 
fort to take hold of the revenue share undu- 
ly going into Maningcol's coffers. 

This was met with moves by Maningcol 
leaders to entice Manabay residents to inte- 
grate with them politically. The Maningcol 
Teaders’ campaign was accompanied by dis- 
tribution of petty projects. 

As the competing moves led to a standoff 
on the question of owning the fiscal re- 
sources, Manabay residents launched the 
Restore Barangay Manabay Movement, 
confident that history is on their side. 

Alfredo Gonzaga, a retired local government 
technocrat who formed and led the movement, 
1 \ 2 


argued that based on official documents, Ma- 
nabay is the "mother barangay” of Catadman. 

‘Cadastral maps and references as early as 
the 1950s indicate “Barrio Manabay" as a lo- 
cation. No subsequent legislation has led to 
the dissolution of Manabay as a politico-ad- 
ministrative unit, Gonzaga noted, 

These old locational references even de- 
fines Manabay's territory as comprising 
once lush mangrove fields which are now 
settlements whose residents belong, politi- 
cally, to Maningcol. 

But when older Manabay residents were 
asked, the last kapitan del barrio they сап 
remember, a certain Hibaya, held office un- 
til the late 19705. 

Gonzaga also said that as a settlement, Man- 
abay predates Catadman which was then "just 
a long coastal strip of mangroves and bogs.” 

“How come the mother barangay now be- 
‘comes a mere sitio?” asked Gonzaga, explaining 
that the issue should not just be simplistcally 
seen as a dispute over territorial boundary but 
rather a rightful recognition of a political entity. 

Manabay is separated from Catadman by 
a river; another river over a kilometer away 
also separates it from Maningcol. 

But the city governments "fiscal map" 
recognizes the territory immediately follow- 
ing the Catadman-Manabay river border as 
belonging to Maningcol. This means that 
Manabay no longer exists as a distinct fiscal 
territory, but as a component of Maningcol. 

Today, Manabay residents are grouped 
into two puroks whose respective leaders 
represent them before the barangay gov- 
‘ernment. Even as the polis are over, there is 
still the brewing longing for them having 
greater policy-making voice. 


Secessionist tendency 

During the recent barangay elections, no 
Manabay resident was elected as member of 
the barangay council. Traditionally, Catad- 
man voters resent Manabay's perceived "se- 
cessionis” tendencies hence junking the po- 
litical bids of its residents during the polls. 
Asan electoral base, Manabay is no match to 


the Catadman bailiwick. 
‘Amold Salvia, a former Manabay purok lead- 
er aptly paints the quandary: "There is obviously 


the challenge of enhancing our political voice 
(within Catadman). But granting we have it 
now, Catadman leaders are still not fiscally em- 
powered to respond to our needs. We can nei- 
ther demand projects from Maningcol because 
we have no voice in their government.” 

‘Technically, it's less of a hassle to be part 
of Maningcol because it only takes political 
integration; but socially, Manabay resi- 
dents are much more akin with Catadman, 
Salvia explained, shaking his head. 
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Foreign youths arrive in Baguio for Delphic Games 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon. 


on Monday. For the first time, 
these will recognize hip-hop mu- 
sicas a form of world art. 

The first major Delphic Games 
was launched in 2000, three 
years after the Junior Games was 
heldinAfrica. . 

More than 100 Korean dele- 
gates, garbed in colorful Korean 
traditional costumes, arrived on 
Saturday. 

1. Christian Kirsch, who orga- 
nized the Delphic Movement in 
Germany, arrived on Friday, ac- 
companied by 17 German artists. 

Bautista said the presence of 
the delegates and officials made 
up for the fear generated abroad 
by the Glorietta explosion in 
Makati City, which almost cost 
the IDC this year's junior games. 

She said many foreign partici- 


change their plans when [the po- 
lice retracted the bomb theory]." 

‘The country had fought hard to 
host the games, which Bautista 
co founded in 1994 when she and 
other world artists heeded 
Kirschis call to form the IDC. 

Kirsch, IDC secretary general, 
said the World Delphic Games was 
meant to be the modem worlds 
homage to the original Delphic 
Games or Pythian Games held in 6 
ВС. and from which the Olympic 
Games was patterned. 

But unlike the Olympic sports 
events, the Delphic Games fo- 
сиез on “the creative spirit of 
peoples,” Bautista said. 

The IDC website says this "spir- 
itual competition of peoples and 
races will revive and enrich world 
cultures, strengthen their identi- 


lows host countries to design 
their own competitions. 

‘The competitions offered by the 
two previous junior games in- 
volved the classical arts, such as tra- 
MC 


BAGUIO CITY—REPORTS OF 
the Oct. 19 explosion at Glorietta 
2 shopping mall have scared 
many foreign participants in the 
3rd Junior Delphic Games, the 
World artists’ equivalent of the 
Olympic Games, which is being 
hosted this week by Baguio. 

But the 120 youths who ar- 
rived here on Saturday from 
Russia, Germany and South Ko- 
rea proved that nothing really 
frightened them, said Divina 
Bautista, president of the Inter- 
national Delphic Council (IDC). 

German ballerinas began prac- 
ticing their leaps at the Baguio 
Convention Center stage, while 
German and Korean youths 


The Philippines introduced 
hip-hop (rap, dance and music) 
toumament this year Bautista 
said. This has been received high- 
ly by participants from the United 
States, Japan, China, South Africa 
and Germany, she said. 

*1 really don't know anything 
about hip-hop but it has its own 
language and rules ... There are 
hip-hop competitions all over the 
world, but the Delphic Games is 
the first universal competition 


Бат pen enin aime onii no ge Setar el ee анаан 
IE US govt 
gives 
nag-TET ng detalya P31M for 
oF Mindanao 


ag BESUPO mura sa 


biniling paninda 
NGAYON, 


may P 1 MILLION na: 


tion Front (MILF) ne- 
gotiators recently 
broke the impasse in 
their negotiation and 
scheduled a meeting 
this week in Kuala 
. Lumpur the United 
States provided about. 
$750,000 (P31.5 mil- 


government's peace 
and development ef- 
fons in Mindanao. 

US Ambessador to 
the Philippines Kristie 
Kenney and Word 
Bank бану Бог 
Bert Hoffman signed 
the grant agreement 
at the Intemational 
Finance Corp. offices 
in Makati City on Fri- 
day. 

The money will be 
used for capacity- 
building of the 
Bangsamoro Devel- 
opment Agency 
(BDA), the develop- 
mentam ofthe MILF 
tasked to design and 
implement develop- 
ment programs ín 
confliceaffected аг 
easin Mindanao. 

The World Bank 
administers the two- 
phase Mindanao 
‘Trust Fund. The first 
phase focuses on ca- 
pacity building and 
implementation of 
reconstruction and 
development pro- 
jects in conflict-af- 
fected areas while 
the peace process is 
in progress. The sec- 
ond phase is intend- 
ed to support full- 
scale reconstruction 
programs once a 
peace agreement 
has been signed. 

Eid Kabalu, civil- 
military affairs chief 
of the МІБ wel- 
comed the US assis- 
tance forthe BDA. 

"We are not 
against any assis- 
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ed on Nox 1417 in 
Malaysia wil push 
through as scheduled. 
"So far, there were 
no changes in the 
schedule. Both pan- 
els are expected to 
conclude the issue on 
territory during the 
meeting,” he said. 
Jeoffrey Maitem, In- 
quirer Mindanao 
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tis a popular form of culture 
that has offended segments of 
"world society, she said, but the 
IDC welcomed hip-hop rapping 
and dancing to indicate that 
“the world is changing, and we 
have to change with it." 

Kirsch said the IDC "honors 
new forms of communication, po- 
my end literature, as long as 1 feel 
itis not misused [or encourage re- 
sponses that are] destructive." 

Irequates hip-hop to comput- 
er language and short messag- 
ing system (SMS) or texting, 
which the public first addressed. 
with suspicion before it em- 
braced these forms of cultural 
technology, he said, 

Kirsch said the IDC hoped 
that including hip-hop in the 
games would draw attention to 
the strength of the world's 
youths. 
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BURNHAM PARK has become 
the lair of jugglers. Hotel and 
Restaurant Management students 
from diferent universities began 
training themselves in gimmick- 
bartending for a competition 
scheduled this month, VINCENT 
pae цин 
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Flies worry Davao villagers 

STA. CRUZ, Davao del Sur—Residents of Barangay Coronon here have 
called the attention of health authorities after swarms of flies Invaded their 
village. 

Resident Terry Jane Lamucna said she was afrald the flies would affect. 
the health of the community. The villagers blamed a poultry farm for the 
menace. The farm management refused to comment on the allegations. 

Dr. Raygene Manuel Майгопего, municipal health officer, sald his office 
‘would investigate the farm this week. Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 


Army officer, 2 soldiers hurt in clash 
LUCENA CITY—An Army officer and two soldiers were wounded in an en- 
‘counter with New People's Army rebels in Libmanan, Camarines Sur, on Nov. 5. 

Army Maj. Randolph Cabangbang, spokesperson of the military's 
‘Southern Luzon Command, said 2nd Lt. Nonie Alcala, Pfc. Melchor 
Perite and Pfc. Alberto Las IIl, members of the 42nd Infantry Battalion, 
were on combat patrol when they encountered an undetermined num- 
ber of rebels in Sitio Kamaslagan in Sigamot. 

Delfin T. Mallari Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


3 soldiers wounded in clashes 

KORONADAL CITY—Three soldiers were wounded in a series of clashes with 
‘communist rebels in a remote village of Columbio town in Sultan Kudarat on 
Nov. 9. 

Maj. Rodrigo Sosmefia, spokesperson of the Eastern Mindanao 
Command based in Davao City, said the clashes occurred in Sitio Lasak, 
Barangay Bantangan. 

During the first gun battle, Sosmefia said Pfc. Saidamen Abbas was 
wounded. During the follow up operations, Sgt. Leonardo Catiwala-an and 
Pfc. Jemael Paradi were hurt, һе said, Jeoffrey Maitem, Inquirer Mindanao 


E » " 
NPA claims role in 2 ambuscades ^ 
LEGAŻPÍ CITY- New People's Army on Nov. 58е гевро БЇ: 
ity for the two ambuscades that resulted in the deaths of two policemen 
and wounding of five others in Cataingan and San Pascual towns in 
Masbate last week. 

Ina statement sent to the Inquirer, National Democratic Front-Bicol 
spokesperson Greg Bañares said the NPA-Jose Rapsing Command in 
Masbate was behind the attacks. The claims could not be independently 
confirmed. 

Earlier, the NPA owned up for the Friday night torching of a Globe cell- 
site in Barangay Bayanihan, San Fernando, Masbate. 

Ephraim Aguilar, Inguirer Southern Luzon 


Soldier, son killed in road accident 
ROXAS CITY—An Army soldier and his young son were killed when the 
motorcycle they were riding on was hit by a cargo truck on Nov. 8. along the 
national highway in Barangay Viscaya, President Roxas, Capiz. Sgt. Simon 
"Тито Jr. and his son Roberto, 8, both of Poblacion, President Roxas, 
were declared dead on arrival at the Bailan District Hospital in Pontevedra, 
Capiz, said Insp. Reynaldo Siwala, police chief of President Roxas. 

Титов was a member of the 12th Infantry Battalion based in San An- 
tonio, Cuartero, Capiz. 

The truck driver, Elmer Millares, 39, of Barangay San Esteban, Pilar, 
Capiz, surrendered to police. Felipe V. Celino, Inquirer Visayas 


PMA cadet dies 
BAGUIO CITY—A graduating cadet of the Philippine Military Academy 
died on Tuesday from what military doctors described as an upper res- 
piratory infection, reports said. 
Cadet First Class Reenan Ferrer, 22, went to a hospital in Las Piñas City 
‘on Nov. 1 because of fever, according to the PMA public information office. 
Doctors of the Perpetual Help Hospital in Las Pifias referred Ferrer to 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines Medical Center where he suffered 
seizures that “became frequent despite continued medications and 


Ferrer was the second cadet to have ded this year. Cadet Fourth Class 
John Limuel Burcer, 17, died at the AFP Medical Center on May 8, after being. 
confined for coughing and ever. Vincent Cabreza Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Cops hunt 3 men who robbed STL employees 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Police are hunting three unidentified 
men who held up employees of a company operating the small town 
lottery (STL) in Laguna on Nov. 6 and took away bet money amounting 
to P100,000. 

Laguna police director Senlor Supt. Felipe Rojas Jr. said his men 
were now gathering information about the three armed men who were 
believed to have knowledge of the operations of Ramloid Gaming Corp., 
owner of the STL franchise. 

He said the employees, who had just collected bets from their betting 
stations, were on a service vehicle when they were flagged down by the 
‘gunmen in Sitio Maabo, Barangay Maria Magdalena, at around 9 a.m. 

Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Mass grave yields 13 skeletons 

STA. CRUZ, Davao del Sur—The mass grave found in Sitio Landing in 
Barangay Sinuron here has yielded 13 remains, including that ofa preg- 
nant woman and her unborn baby. 

The diggings started late last week after a former communist rebel 
led authorities to the site. 

Maj. Gen. Cadozo Luna, commander of the Eastern Mindanao- Command 
based in Davao City, sald the pregnant woman was believed to be Myrna 
Mendoza, former finance officer of the РА Southern Mindanao command. 

Mendoza, alas Peryang, was 8 months pregnant when she was allegedly ex- 
‘ecuted by her comrades at the height of a communist purge in the 1980s. 

Alberto Cepaco, director of the Commission on Human Rights in 
‘Southern Mindanao, said the agency was willing to help the familles of 
those killed during the purge, known in Mindanao as "Operation Kahos." 
M Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 
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DAVAO CITY—DAVAO JOURNALISTS 
trooped to the Office of the Mindanao Om- 
budsman on Nov. 8 to support the filing of 
criminal and administrative case against а 
Compostela Valley provincial board mem- 
ber, who mauled a broadcaster inside the 
announcer’s booth of Radyo Natin in Com- 
postela Valley last month. 

Victim Roel Sembrano filed criminal 
charges of grave coercion, grave threats, 
physical injury; and administrative case of 
grave abuse of authority against his alleged 
attacker, Board Member Neri Barte. 

Lawyer Marco Buena, spokesperson for 
the Deputy Ombudsman for Mindanao, 
said the complaint would be evaluated for 
form and substance. 

‘Once probable cause is established, the 
Office of the Ombudsman may decide on 

trative case, while a criminal 
case will be filed in court, Buena said. 

Carlos Zarate, secretary general of the 
Union of Peoples Lawyers in Mindanao 
(UPLM) which is assisting Sembrano, said 
the case not only involved the trampling of 
rights of one person but also touched on the 
issue of press freedom and the culture of 
impunity reigning in the country. 

It involves a government official using 
power to suppress the press, he said. 


50 killed 

“This is dangerous because there have al- 
ready been more than 50 journalists killed 
in our country since the restoration of 
democracy in 1986,” he said. 

“We don't only demand for a stop of the 
killing of journalists but also to stop all at- 
tacks against press freedom.” 

Both the Davao chapters of the National 
Union of Journalists of the Philippines 
(NUJP) and the Kapisanan ng mga Broad- 
caster sa Pilipinas (KBP) urged colleagues 
not to treat the attack lightly because this 
might encourage more politicians to maul 
‘unprotected journalists while discussing le- 
gitimate issues on air. 

“What happened to Roel Sembrano 
manifests the ongoing attempts to curtail 
the freedom of expression in the country,” 
said the joint statement, signed by Carmeli- 
to Francisco, chair of NUJP Davao, and Roy 
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Geonzon, chair of KBP Davao. 

“It shows how members of the local media 
have become easy targets of such attacks by 
abusive public officials,” the statement added. 

Sembrano said that at around 6:15 a.m. 
on Oct. 23, Barte barged into the radio sta- 
tion with his wife and daughter, and at- 
tacked and threatened him while he was 
hosting his program, “Haring Lungsod, 
Ikaw ang Nasayod.” 

He said he was criticizing Barte for 
promising to give 50 sacks of cement from 
the provincial government if Jaime Blanco, 
a candidate for barangay captain, won, 
when the attack occurred. 

In an interview with a Davao City radio sta- 
tion after the attack, Barte said he only did it 
to protect the reputation of his family, which 
Sembrano allegedly wanted to tarnish. 


Proper forum 

“As practicing journalists, we believe that our 
profession does not lack proper forum, where 
Barte can ventilate whatever complaints he 
might have on Sembrano. But instead, he 
showed brazen disrespect on the rights of Sem- 
brano as a person, and abused and threatened 
him right in a place, where as a broadcaster, 
Sembrano is supposed to carry out his role as 
“watchdog” of democracy” the journalists said 
in response to Barte's interview. 

They said Sembrano's experience “is a mat- 
ter of concern to all journalists because the one 
who did it is a public official whose actions 
must be open to public scrutiny; and that it is 
part of the job of every journalist to examine." 

In Шап City, police on Saturday arrest- 
ed one of the three suspects in the shooting 
and wounding of radio broadcaster Jose 
Pantoja in front of the Mindanao State Uni- 
versity on Oct. 8. 

Pantoja was the spokesperson of Lakas- 
Christian Muslim Democrats under the 
leadership of Rep. Abdullah Dimaporo and 
former Lanao del Norte Gov. Imelda 
Quibranza-Dimaporo. 

City police chief Senior Supt. Virgilio 
Ranes said the suspect, Romeo Vequizo, 
was arrested in his alleged hideout in the 
village of Sta. Filomena. 

Ranes said Vequizo was being interrogat- 
ed by the City Intelligence and Investiga- 


Most Western Visayas water 
stations have no permits 


By David Israel Sinay 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—IF YOU'RE BUYING WATER 
from refilling stations anywhere in Western 
Visayas, think again. 

Only 154 of the 504 water stations in the 
region are accredited by the Department of 
Health and have secured sanitary permits 
from the local governments, said Joemarie 
Fayo, hospital environment and occupa- 
tional health inspector of the DOH. 

Fayo is tasked with checking the water 
treatment process used by the refilling sta- 
tions. 

Some stations use improvised filtering 


No. ot Regis- with DOH 

tered Refilling accreditation 

Stations or Sanitary 

Permits 

lollo City 28 
Bacolod City м 
Aklan 4 
Antique 4 
Capiz 36 
Gulmaras 2 
lloilo E] 
Negros Occidental 7 


SOURCE:0H 


machines, while others “have damaged, 
broken or rusty devices,” he said. 

Fayo said local governments were responsi- 
ble for issuing sanitary permits in accordance 
with the Sanitation Code of the Philippines. 

But the water stations must secure initial 
and operational permits from the DOH be- 
fore they could get a sanitary permit. 

‘The DOH issues an initial permit (or no- 
tice to proceed) to an applicant for the con- 
struction, installation and operation of a 
‘water source that meets the plans and spec- 
ifications set by the health department. 

After the construction of the water sup- 
ply system, the owner must apply for an op- 
erational permit and secure a certificate of 
potability from the local health office. 

“Local government units must also en- 
sure that water refilling stations submit a 
monthly water analysis to ensure the safety 
of their product," Fayo said. 

Under the Sanitary Code, the city or mu- 
nicipal health officer should recommend 
the immediate suspension of the sanitary 
permit if the company is found to have un- 
sanitary conditions. 

Fayo noted, however, that the local gov- 
ernments had been issuing business permits 
to the water refilling stations although they 
had not complied with all the requirements. 


Fire wipes out Sulu commercial 
center, says disaster official 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—TWO MORE BODIES 
were recovered from the ashes and other 
debris from a fire that swept a commercial 
district in Siasi town in Sulu on Nov. 3, rais- 
ing the death toll to five people. 

"The whole commercial center was 
wiped down. It's very depressing, but I kept 
on telling the people to be strong, to gather 
our strength together,” Hadja Jainab Ab- 
dulmajid, head of the Sulu Provincial Area 
Coordinating Center for Disaster, said. 

Close to 6,000 people were displaced as 
the fire—described as one of the worst dis- 
asters to hit Sulu in recent years—gutted 
hundreds of houses and business establish- 
ments in Barangays North Laud and South 
Laud, and the town proper. 

Abdulmajid corrected her earlier state- 
ment that the fire displaced 7,000 families, 
saying this was based on a report sent by 
the municipal information center. “The ac- 
tual count is 646 families or close to 6,000 
individuals,” she said, 

‘Two of those who died were children. At 
least 15 people, including two soldiers 
helping in the evacuation, were injured. 

“People have started to panic because the 
whole town was razed. They do not know 
where to get food, clothing or things to help 
them survive," Abdulmajid said. 

[uS а 


She said her office had brought food and 
medicine to them, but their situation was 
aggravated by the lack of shelter. 

Maj. Gen. Reuben Rafael, chief of the 
militarys Task Force Comet, said the fire 
could have been caused by a dynamite ex- 
plosion near a house selling gasoline. 

In Malita, Davao del Sur, at least 17 fami- 
lies lost their homes when a liquefied 
petroleum gas tank exploded and triggered 
a fire in Barangay Poblacion on Saturday. 

No casualties were reported but damage 
could reach PS million, Orlando Augusto, 
municipal fire marshal, said. 

In Cotabato City, officials and civic lead- 
ers were working together to find tempo- 
rary shelter for victims of the Nov. 1 fire 
that struck a slum area built on an old 
cemetery. 

The victims have sought refuge in 
schools and a church-run facility. 

Fr. David Procalla, Rosary Heights parish 
priest, said at least 50 families were staying 
at the parish social action hall 

Mayor Muslimin Sema instructed the city 
social welfare office to relocate the victims 
from public schools because classes had al- 
ready resumed. Julie Alipala with reports 
from Orlando Dinoy and Charlie C. 
Señase, Inquirer Mindanao 


Vequizo was a civil security guard 


tion Division and would be turned but was relieved for alleged in- 
over to the Regional Trial Court to- volvement in illegal activities three and Rome Ragasajo. Germelina A. 


years ago. 


identified as Anecito "Ding" Galvez 


Lacorte, Jeffrey M. Tupas, Richel V. 


The two other suspects were Umel, Inquirer Mindanao 


NOW ON ITS 9th WEEK! 


Go on a pilgrimage and journey back in time with Jesus... 


Experience His Passion, Death, and Resurrection 
in a touching lights and sound exhibit... 


Discover the history and science 
behind one of the world's most precious treasures... 


Witness the exposition of what is believed 
to be the burial cloth of Jesus Christ like in Turin, Italy... 
Tie mot sors ries c Send edes ar bee e Sd Poet guia. 
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CATCH THIS ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY! 
THE MYSTERY ОР 
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THE PHILIPPINE EXHIBITION 


SM Mall of Asia (Ground Floor South Wing, Entertainment Mall) 
September 8 - December 9, 2007 e 10:00 А.М, - 10:00 P.M, 


TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TICKET COUNTER LOCATED AT THE EXHIBIT ENTRANCE. 
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Canon 


Delighting You Always 


FREE OFFICE SPACE WITH EVERY PURCHASE. 


‘Loads and loads of it, in fact. But space isn’t the 


only thing you'll be saving on when you get a 
Canon DR4010C Scanner. 


You'll also be saving on time, without the need to 
change a single sering when shifting from color to 
black and white scanning, from neat sheaves to 
thick wads. Your scans come out as quick as 

they are brillant. 
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ImageFORMULA = imageWARE 


And with its parner iW Document Manager software, 
you'll also be saving yourself from the stress of 
managing your archive, from editing to storing to 
retrieving to sharing to securing, 


So save yourself the trouble of tying to find a better 
option where, really, there is none. Free up some 
time (and a itle desk space) and pick up a Canon 
DR4010C today. 
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Alaska holds off Baguio, Red Bull 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Araneta Collseum) 
435 p.m.—Purefoods vs Alr2t 
7:20 p.m:—Sta, Luca Realty vs Coca-Cola 


By June Navarro 


FOR SIX MINUTES IN THE THIRD 
quarter, Alaska Aces were clueless 
on what to do with a problem named 
Cyrus Baguio. 

‘Then, at the start of the fourth, the 
problem solved itself. 

‘The high-flying Red Bull wingman was 
rested when the final period got going 


and the Aces took advantage of his ab- 
sence to score a 95-89 decision of the 


, Bulls last night in the Smart-PBA Philip- 


pine Cup at the Cuneta Astrodome, 

Mike Cortez and Willie Miller canned 
two three pointers each in the payoff pe- 
riod while Tony Dela Cruz, Jeffrey Caria- 
so and John Ferriols shot accurately from 
the perimeter as the Aces negated 
Baguio's 27-point output. 

Nic Belasco knocked in a three-pointer 
at the buzzer to lift the Welcoat Dragons 
to a come-from-behind 126-125 overtime 
win over Talk 'N Text in the second game. 


‘The Dragons scored their second victo- 
ry in six games. The Phone Pals fell to 4- 
3. 


Baguio, taking over the scoring chores 
from an injured Junthy Valenzuela, 
pumped in 12 of his total in the third 
quarter as he moved the Bulls to within a 
basket, 64-62, after trailing most of the 
first half 

But assistant coach Gie Abanilla, who 
subbed for the absent head coach Yeng 
Guiao, rested his main offensive threat in 
the opening minutes of the fourth, pro- 
viding the cue for the Aces to attack. 


я Nokia N77 


“Tm so thankful that he wasn't here,” 
said Alaska coach Tim Cone of 
Guiao—who left for the United States 
last Saturday for personal reasons—after 
the Aces improved to 4-3. 

Red Bull absorbed its second straight 
Joss and third overall in six games. 

‘Meanwhile, the PBA executive board 
led by chair Tony Chua meets today to es- 
tablish the parameters on the league's 
search for a new commissioner 

The score: 

First бете 

ALASKA 95—Hugnatan 18, Cortez 17, Miller 15, 


EN 1G KU 250 


Ferriols 11, Thoss 9, Cariaso 8, Dela Cruz, Quinahan 6, 
Capus 2, Cabatu 2, Laure 2. 

RED BULL 89—Bagulo27, Sharma 13, Cruz 13, Na- 
Jorda 10, Buga 7, Robinson 7, Pennisi 7, Hrabak 7, Dun- 
^30, Membrere 0, Ybanez D, Camaso 0. 

Quarters: 20-25, 43-35, 64-62, 95-69 

Second Game 

WELCOAT 126—Devance 21, арол 20, Belasco 
20, Wainwright 19, Reyes 17, Arana 11, elg 9, Lopez 
7 Ibanes 2, Dulay O, Sta. Maria 0. 

TALK N TEXT 125—Alapag 27, Cardona 21, Carey 
16, Арта 12, Taulava 11, Alado 11, Rtualo 10, De 
Ocampo 7, Washington 5, Blanc 5. 

Quarters: 32-1, 5382, 84-81, 105-0, 126-125 
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Drunk driver 
plows into 
funeral march 


By Kristine L. Alave 


IT WAS A FUNERAL PROCESSION THAT 
lead to more grief. 

Three people were confirmed killed and 
11 more hurt when a vehicle plowed into a 
funeral procession in Marikina City yester- 
day afternoon. 

PO1 Rodel Estevez of the Marikina City 
police said a Suzuki Samurai Wagon bound 
for Cubao, Quezon City, crashed into the 
group of mourners at around 1:30 p.m. on 
the Marcos Highway. 

Police identified the driver as Gerardo 
Fernando, 41, and a resident of Antipolo 
City He was immediately arrested after the 
incident and could face charges of reckless 
imprudence resulting to homicide and 
physical injuries. 

‘According to initial findings, Fernando 
was drunk and fell asleep behind the 
wheel. 

Investigators also pointed out that Fer- 
nando was an inexperienced car driver who 
was more used to driving a motorcycle be- 
cause of his work аз a messenger. 

Those killed were identified as Jay 
Camelo, 34, a Barangay Sta. Elena resi- 
dent; Mary Joy Quilar, 38, and Susana Ro- 
driguez, 40. The three were part of the fu- 
neral procession. 

‘Camelo died on the spot while the two 
others passed away while being treated ina 
hospital. 
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BRIGHT LIGHTS IN THE CITY 
The lights of the giant Christmas tree at the Araneta Center in Cubao, Quezon City glow 
brightly, a reminder that the holiday season is just a few weeks away. ‘AXGUSTOBACIUZ 


Puwedeng L 
hulugan ng up to 
6 months ра! оред <ousap! 


CALL 88-725-88 


Catu Oinen: (272260008 Tees 180041 


Dip You KNOW ‘ 


fire hazards are present. Smoking is also 
banned in recreational facilities for minors. 
Fines imposed on violators of this section 
range from P500 to P10,000. 
CyrilL. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


secos 
SECTION five of the Tobacco Regulation Act 
of 2003 (Republic Act 9211) prohibits the 
carrying of any lighted tobacco product in 
public vehicles, schools, health centers, ele- 
vators, cinemas, malls and in places where 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that the dissolution of HINGE MEDIA, INC. 
(‘Corporation’) by amending its articles of Incorporation to shorten the cor- 
porate term from fifty (50) years from and after the date of Incorporation to. 
until 31 December 2005 was approved by the affirmative vote of at least 
two-thirds (2/3) of the outstanding capital stock and majority of the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation in its joint special meeting held on 29 
December 2005. 


All persons having a claim against the Corporation are requested to present 
‘thelr claim at the Corporation's principal office at Unit 330 Mile Long Bldg, 
Amorsolo St, Legaspi Village, Makati City for Immediate settlement. 
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ITS ALMOST THE YULETIDE 
season but Jerry Dadap and the 
choir he founded, the Andres 
Bonifacio Concert Choir, are not 
about to change their repertoire. 

‘After all, for more than 40 
years, the choir has been singing 
songs that are truly Filipino 
which Dadap himself composed. 

During the group's weekly re- 
hearsal at the Department of 
Agrarian Reform building in 
Quezon City, Dadap gives a sign 
of approval as the choir mem- 
bers confidently пай a high 
note. 

“What we want is to awaken 
the Filipinos’ love and passion 
for our country through music,” 
he told the Iquiner. "What sets 
us apart from other choral 
groups is that we are the sole 
choir in the country that sings 
only patriotic songs." 

The groups repertoire in- 
cludes folk, religious, environ- 
mental and love songs sung in 
different dialects. 


Embodiment of patriotism 

According to Dadap, he 
named the group after Bonifacio 
who, for him, is the embodiment 
of patriotism and nationalism, 

Hailing from Leyte, the 71- 
year-old Dadap began his music 
career when he came to Manila 
in 1956 and enrolled at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines Con- 
servatory of Music. In 1965, he 
formed the choir together with 
100 other singers and musi- 
cians. 

"Our numbers may have 
dwindled since we started four 
decades ago but our commit- 
ment has remained thé same,” 
Dadap pointed ош. 

He said that of the choir'sorig- 
inal membeis, he is the only one 
left. The others retired or left to. 
focus on their own careers. 

But he added, “My choir 
members today may not have 
formal training in music but they 
sound as good as the pioneers. 
You can never tell the differ- 
ence.” 

‘Joining the choral group 
helped me a lot. 1 developed my 
vocal skills under Sir Jerry's 
training,” Lara Babula, 21, one 
of the choirs newest and 


90 percent of 


COMPOSER Jerry Dadap is no fan of singing contests on TV. “How can they find real Pinoy singers if they 


sing foreign songs?" he asks. 


youngest members, told the In- 
Quint, A business management 
graduate of the National College 
of Business and Arts, Babula be- 
came part of the group a year 
ago. 

Because of her youth, people 
often ask if she really feels the 
meaning of the patriotic songs 
she sings. “Definitely,” said Bab- 
ula, "Deep inside, I am national- 
istic. I feel and enjoy the songs 
that we perform.” 


Detached 

Not everyone is like Babula, 
though, Dadap said with regret. 
"Youngsters today are so de- 
tached from our country. Indi- 
rectly, they become slaves of for- 
eign countries." 

And though there are some 
newer more mainstream na- 
onalistic songs that have re- 
cently surfaced in the market, 
Dadap stressed that most of the 
time, the lyrics contradict the 
tune or vice versa. "Some of the 
so-called patriotic songs are vul- 
gar. I prefer to compose my own 
songs because the children to- 
day need to hear a better kind of 
music"hesaid. —. 

There are plans for the choir 
to hold concerts in Europe early 
nextyear. 

Though a date has yet to be 


LET'S DINE OUT. 


region's affluent consumers enjoy dining ouf. * 


set, Dadap said that this would 
be the first instance in a very 
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the choir has been to Zamboan- 
ga and Bohol provinces, the Io- 
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Cheer, dance contests 
kick off war on drugs 


ByD] Yap prizes to the winners of the 
best slogan contest. 

On Nov. 15, high school stu- 
dents will participate in a 
cheer dancing contest at the 
Glorietta Activity Center. 

This will be followed the 
next day with a Mardi-Drugs 
street dancing contest at the 
City Hall quadrangle. 

Both competitions are open 
to students of all public and 
private high schools in the 
city. 

“Through these activities, 
we hope to increase awareness 
and understanding of the evils 
of drugs among our residents, 
especialy the youth," said 
Vice Mayor Ernesto Mercado, 
also the chair of the Makati 


THE FIGHT AGAINST DRUGS 
need not be all about slogans. 
For Makati students, it can be 
fun, too. 

This week, students of the 
city's 42 public and private 
schools will hold a variety of 
activities, including cheering 
and street dance contests aptly 
dubbed “Mardi-Drugs,” in line 
with the celebration of the 
Drug Abuse Prevention and 
Control Week. 

Tomorrow, they will partici- 
pate in rallies that will be held 
simultaneously with ће 
theme "Sulong Kabataan La- 
ban sa Droga." 

Afterward, a short program 


PHOTOS BY RUDY ESPERAS 


long time that the choral group cos region and Mountain Shall be held to award cash Anti-Drug Abuse Council 
would be going abroad to per- Province, among others, he 
form. added. 


“Filipinos are nostalgic in na- 
ture. It’s always an honor to be 
able to play in front of a Filipino 
audience in a foreign country, 
the composer said. 

“My heart melts every time I 
see Pinoys in the audience cry 
when they hear us sing,” he 
added. 

Dadap pointed out they often 
get invitations to perform in 
schools or institutions. So far, 


THE CHOIR members, who come from all walks of life, are excited 
about going to Europe next year for a concert. 


То raise funds for their up- 
coming European concert, the 
group will be performing at the 
Philamlife Theater in Manila on 
Nov. 30, which is Bonifacio's 
birthday. 

"1 hope my choir and I will be 
able to instill in Filipinos around 
the world love for the country,” 
Dadap said. “For the moment, 
the plan is to just continue hon- 
ing the skills of my singers.” 


Mentally disturbed man 
confesses to 6 stabbings 


By Kristine L. Alave fied as Marvin Silva and Ram- 
sey Eraga at the Fiesta Villa 
Fastfood Chain in Marikina 
City. 

According to the police, the 
suspect suddenly stabbed the 
victims whom he accused of 
giving him an “evil look.” 

Silva died while undergo- 
ing treatment while Eraga re- 
mains in critical condition 

Condes was arrested at his 
home in Barangay San Roque 
early morning yesterday. 

Aside from Silva and Eraga, 
the suspect was also accused 
of seriously injuring four peo- 
ple in separate incidents since 
December 2006. 

In August, one of his vic- 
tims identified as Allan Orte- 
ga died from stab wounds. 

Condes was detained at the 
Marikina City police station 
pending the filing of two mur- 
der charges against him 


THE MARIKINA CITY POLICE 
yesterday arrested a man ac- 
cused of attacking at least six 
people over the past year. 

According to city police 
chief, Supt. Sotero Ramos, 
Rodelio Condes Jr., 23, and a 
canteen helper, told the po- 
lice that he has stabbed at 
least six people since 2006 
Two of his victims died, 
Ramos added. 

The suspect admitted the 
charges against him, the po- 
lice official said, adding that 
during questioning, Condes 
showed signs of psychological 
disturbance. 

"He wouldn't make eye con- 
tact and he said he came from 
a broken family," Ramos said. 

The latest incident ос 
curred on Nov. 10 when Con- 
des attacked two men identi- 
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Citizen's call 
0918-8985566 


avoiding the poorly asphalted spots can cause 
accidents. Thanks. 

ANDY GUSTO, Antipolo City 
Jeepney drivers turn North 


Avenue into a terminal 
IREREKLAMO ko lang па ang kalye dito sa 


Beware of wayward golf balls! 
LAST Oct. 27 at 10:37 a.m., | was driving on 
Edsa, close to Camp Aguinaldo, with my chil- 
dren when a golf ball suddenly dropped in 
front of us. We were lucky since no one was hit 
even when the ball ricocheted on the MRT wall. 
and back to Edsa. | even saw a boy on the 


Camp Aguinaldo sidewalk playing with another 
golf ball he must have picked up. Imagine the 
accidents these wayward golf balls can cause! 
Even the MRT and its passengers are at risk. 
Calling Camp Aguinaldo authorities and the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority. 
Please act on this road threat. 

MANNY В. ARCILLA, 46, Pasig City 


North Avenue sa tapat ng PMA building ay 
ginawa ng jeep terminal. Pati bangketa, di 
па madaanan, tapos double parking pa (1 
would like to report that this portion of North 
Avenue in front of the PMA building has been 
transformed into а jeep terminal. Pedestrians 
can no longer use the sidewalk, and double 
parking is the rule) 


RODEL NAVELGAS, 30, Quezon Ci 
East Avenue's 4 


habitual 


violators 
TRAFFIC light offens- 
es are being commit- 
ted daily at East Av- 
enue corner BIR Road 
especially on the El- 
liptical Road-bound 
side of East Avenue in 
Quezon City. Most of 
the time, there are no 
traffic enforcers in the 
area, If they are there 
at all, they just ignore Oe e 
the offenders. Buses КЕ ON 
and jeepneys are ha- EN 
bitual violators. } І ү кы. 
VIC, 42, Quezon City iud i 


Poor asphalt 

job on Marcos 
Highway 
PLEASE tell the De- 
partment of Public 
Works and Highways 
to cement the pot- 
holed and poorly as- 
phalted Marcos High- 
way properly, from 
the LRT Santolan sta- 
tion in Pasig City to 
Masinag in Antipolo 
City. Swerving cars 
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BACLARAN TEENS RULE! ‘CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 
For the past several months, a youth group based in Baclaran, 
Parafiaque City, has been working as volunteers for the Gawad 
Kalinga housing project in Multinational Village. The group called 
Kaibigan which stands for Kabataan Ibig Maglingkod at Naninindigan 
(Youth who want to serve and make a stand) has joined hands with 
the Sarreal family headed by Roberto "Panggo" V. Sarreal in this 
effort. It is a fine example of communities—no matter what the 
background—pooling their efforts for common goals, Kaibigan, 
‘composed of children from poor families, worked hand in hand with 
the Sarreal children who had previously volunteered for the Habitat 
for Humanity project in Pulang Lupa, Las Pifias City and have 
spearheaded tree-planting, coastal cleanup and recycling drives in 
Baclaran. To help their less fortunate partners, the Sarreals have also 
given daily school allowances, uniforms, medical supplies, meals and 


provided educational and field trips to Kaibigan members. 
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Spain’s king tells Venezuela’s Chavez to ‘shut up’ 


SANTIAGO—SPAIN'S KING 
Juan Carlos told Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez on Sat- 
urday to “shut up” during clos- 
ing speeches by leaders from 
the Latin world and brought the 
Ibero-American summit to an 
acrimonious end. 

“Why don’t you shut up?” the 
king shouted at Chavez, pointing 
a finger at the president when he 
tried to interrupt a speech by 
‘Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis 
Rodriguez Zapatero. 

Zapatero was in the middle ofa 
speech at the summit of mostly 


leftist leaders from Latin America, 
Portugal, Spain and Andorra, and 
was criticizing Chavez for calling 
former Spanish Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar a fascist. 
Chavez, a leading leftist foe of 
Washington, also attacked Span- 
ish businessman Gerardo Diaz 
Ferran earlier in the week after 
he questioned the safety of for- 
eign investments in Venezuela. 
Chavez, ‘a former soldier, is 
well-known for fiery speeches 
Jaden with rhetoric, bravado 
and insults—often aimed at the 
administration of US President 


George W. Bush. 

In the past, he has called 
Bush a “donkey,” US Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice an 
“illiterate” and former Mexican 
President Vicente Fox a “lapdog 
bfimperialism.” 

Referring to Aznar on Friday, 
Chavez said, “That former 
Spanish president ... was a true 
fascist, a true fascist.” 

The Spanish delegation was 
not impressed. 

^I want to express to you 
President Hugo Chavez that in a 
forum where there are demo- 


governments ... one of the 
essential principles is respect,” 
Zapatero said sternly, drawing 
applause from some of the oth- 
er heads of state. 

Chavez said later the Spanish 
had come out of the verbal spat. 
looking bad. 

“The one who looked bad there. 
‘was the one who lost control, who 
told us to shut up as if we were. 
still subjects from the 17th, 18th 
centuries," he told reporters. 

Chavez, who has used his 
country’s oil wealth to spread 
his self-styled socialist revolu- 


Чоп, made his mark on the 
three-day summit from the 
start, announcing his arrival 
earlier in the week with defiant 
lyrics from a Mexican ballad. 

While most heads of state 
were due to leave Chile on Satur- 
day Chavez joined some of South 
America's most left-leaning lead- 
ers at a rally of about 3,000 peo- 
ple gathered for a "People's Sum- 
mit" in a Santiago stadium. 

He interrupted his speech at 
the rally to call Cuba's Fidel Саз- 
tro, who he considers his men- 
tor. Chavez paraphrased a mes- 


sage from Castro congratulating 
Chileans who fought against for- 
mer dictator Augusto Pinochet. 

"Well Fidel, what a shame 
that we dont have speaker- 
phone on this mobile, the peo- 
ple wanted to hear you," said 
Chavez, dressed in a red T-shirt. 

Also at the rally were Bo- 
livia's Evo Morales, Cuban Vice 
President Carlos Lage and 
Nicaragua's Daniel Ortega. 

The 19 leaders at the summit 
were nearly all leftists and the 
gathering was mostly friendly. 

Reuters 


Indonesia’s Anak Krakatau roars 


SUNDA STRAIT, INDONESIA— 
Indonesia’s Anak Krakatau vol- 
cano lets out a massive roar as it 
blasts a gigantic cloud of smoke 
and flaming red rocks hundreds 
of meters into the night sky. 

‘A few hours later, a river of la- 
va and stones glowing like em- 
bers glide down the slopes of 
Mount Anak Krakatau as the 
muted light of the rising sun tries 
to break through thick clouds set- 
tled above the mountain. 

The volcano, whose name 
means “Child of Krakatau," 
formed in the Sunda Strait close to 
Java island after Mount Krakatau's. 
legendary eruption in 1883. lt 
rumbled to life about two weeks 
ago and since then has been daz- 
zling scientists and visitors with its 
amazing pyrotechnics. 

Scientists monitoring the vol- 
cano say Anak Krakatau is not es- 
pecially dangerous and will con- 
tinue to rumble for some time, 
but warn people to stay out of a 3 
km zone around the mountain. 

“We are a little worried some- 
times when we heard the big 
boom and we see rocks that fall 
from, I don't know, half kilometer 
from the hole,” Chad Bouchard, 
one of a group of eight tourists 
who spent the night in a boat in 
the ocean to watch the volcano. 

“Sometimes we see the 
splash inside the ocean. That's a 
little scary but no, I think it 
might be stupid but I feel safe.” 

Anak Krakatau gradually 
formed after the volcanic island 
of Krakatau blew up in a mas- 
sive eruption in 1883, trigger- 
ing tsunamis and killing more 
than 36,000 people. Reuters 


4,000-y 


LIMA—A 4,000-YEAR-OLD TEMPLE 
filled with murals has been un- 
earthed on the northern coast of Pe- 
ru, making it one of the oldest finds 
in the Americas, a leading archeolo- 
gist said on Saturday. 

The temple, inside a larger ruin, 
includes a staircase that leads up to 
an altar used for fire worship at a 
site scientists have called Ventar- 
ron, said Peruvian archeologist 
Walter Alva, who led the dig. 

It sits in the Lambayeque valley, 
near the ancient Sipan complex that 
‘Alva unearthed in the 1980s. Ventar- 
топ was built long before Sipan, about 
2,000 years before Christ, he said. 
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“Ies a temple that is about 4,000 
years old,” Alva, director of the Mu- 
seum Tumbas Reales (Royal Tombs) 
of Sipan, told Reuters by telephone 
after announcing the results of car- 
bon dating at a ceremony north of Li- 
ma sponsored by Peru's government. 

"Whats surprising are the con- 
struction methods, the architec- 
tural design and most ofall the exis- 
tence of murals that could be the 
oldest in the Americas,” he said. 

Lambayeque is 760 km from Li- 
ma, Peru's capital. 

Discoveries at Sipan, an adminis- 
trative and religious center of the 
Moche culture, have included a 


————— € 
A BOAT sails past Anak Krakatau volcano in the Sunda Strait on Nov. 11. Anak 


Krakatau, about 42 km from the nearest observation post in Serang in Java, is опе 
of four Indonesian volcanoes that have rumbled to life in recent weeks, 


neuer 


-old temple unearthed in Peru 


gold-filled tomb built 1,700 years 
ago for a pre-Incan king. 

Peru is rich in archeological trea- 
sures, including the Inca citadel of 
Machu Picchu in the Andes. 

Until the arrival of the Spanish in 
the 1500s, the Incas ruled an em- 
pire for several centuries that 
stretched from Colombia and 
Ecuador in the north to what are 
now Peru and Chile in the south. 

"The discovery of this temple re- 
veals evidence suggesting the re- 
gion of Lambayeque was one of 
great cultural exchange between 
the Pacific coast and the rest of Pe- 
ru," said Alva. Reuters 


Its a century late, but Einstein's 
still right on time 


PARIS—TIME, AS WE ALL KNOW, 
is relative: good experiences seem 
to fly by, whereas bad ones seem to 
drag on forever. 

"After two hours, I looked at my 
watch," a reviewer of Wagnerian 
opera is said to have written. "I 
found that 17 minutes had gone 
by" 

In 1905, Albert Einstein wrote 
his own treatise on the relativity 
oftime, famously theorizing that 
time speeds up or slows down ac- 
cording to how fast an object is 
moving in relation to another ob- 
ject. 

‘Thus, according to his hypothe- 
sis, a clock which is in motion ticks 
more slowly than an identical clock 
which is at rest—a phenomenon 
that Einstein called time dilation. 

Inastudy published on Sunday, 
the most accurate experiment yet 
into time dilation has proven the 
great German physicist to be bang 
on target. 

An international team of re- 
searchers used a particle accelera- 
tor to whizz two beams of atoms 
around a doughnut-shaped course 
to represent Einstein's faster-mov- 
ing clocks. 


‘They then timed the beams us- 
ing high-precision laser spec- 
troscopy and found that, com- 
pared with the outside world, time 
for these atomic travelers did in- 
deed slow down. 

“We were able to determine the 
effect more precisely than ever be- 
fore,” said lead researcher Gerald 
Gwinner of the University of Mani- 
toba in Winnipeg, Canada, 

“We found the observed effect to 
be in complete agreement.” 

‘The experiments, said Gwinner, 
confirm the technology aboard US 
military satellites that provide the 


System (GPS)—the "satnav" net- 
work that is used as a navigational 
aid around the world. 

GPS satellites have precise atom- 
ic clocks on board in order to send 
out synchronized signals that are 
then transcribed by trigonometry to 
give one's position. 

"GPS uses satellites to measure 
the position of objects on the 
ground, but it needs to take into ac- 
count the fact that the satellites 
themselves are in motion at high 
speeds as they orbit the Earth,” said 


“Our test validates the theory 
used by the devices to compensate 
for the satellites’ motion.” 

‘The experiments took place at 
the Max Planck Institute for Nu- 
clear Physics in Heidelberg, Ger- 
many, and include researchers 
from that organization, the Max 
Planck Institute for Quantum Op- 
tics in Garching and Mainz Uni- 
versity. 

‘The findings were published on- 
Jine Sunday by the journal Nature 
Physics. 

The first measurement of Ei 
stein’s time dilation took place in 
1938, when US scientists used the 
Doppler effect—the change in 
pitch when a sound and the person 
hearing it are moving apart or clos- 
er together—as the measuring 
tool. 

Einstein's theory of relativity has 
become the basis for innumerable 
science fiction tales, for it opens up 
the prospect of bending and distort- 
ing time. 

If one of two identical twins were 
Jaunched into space at very high 
speed, when he returned home, he 
would be younger than his earth- 


UN rights expert to visit Burma 


RANGOON—UNITED NATIONS HUMAN 
rights expert Paulo Sergio Pinheiro was due 
Sunday to start his first visit to military- 
ruled Burma (also known as Myanmar) in 
four years, as the regime faced pressure to 
release political prisoners. 

Pinheiro arrives in Burma days after a 
mission by UN special envoy Ibrahim Gam- 
bari, who pressed the generals to establish 
a dialogue with detained opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Both visits come after Burma's military 
regime in September crushed the biggest 
prodemocracy protests in nearly two 
decades, sparking international outcry and 
increased pressure to reform. 

Pinheiro, who has been refused access to 
Burma since 2003, will arrive in Rangoon 
(Yangon) on Sunday. On Monday he will 
travel to the isolated new capital Nayp) 
daw, a Burma government official who did 
not wish to be named said 

“He will meet with the foreign minister, 
labor minister and the human rights com- 
mittee. He will meet with the prime minis- 
ter before he goes back to Rangon on 
November 14th," the official said. 

It was not clear if the UN human rights 
envoy, who leaves Burma on Thursday, 
would meet with Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
prodemocracy leader who has spent 12 of 
the last 18 years locked away at her Ran- 
goon home. 

Human rights groups have called on Pin- 


heiro to pressure the junta to release politi- 
cal prisoners arrested after September's ral- 
lies, which began in response to a raise in 
fuel prices but quickly swelled. 

‘The government said 10 people died in 
the protests and about 3,000 were de- 
tained, but diplomats and rights groups put 
both figures far higher. 

Amnesty International on Friday esti 
mated that 700 political prisoners were still 
in detention, including 91 detained during 
the recent protests, and accused the au- 
thorities of the enforced disappearance of 
atleast 72 people. 

The authorities must “immediately and 
unconditionally release all of those who 
were arrested for exercising their right to 
freedom or expression or assembly during 
the crackdown, as well as all prisoners of 
conscience held before the recent events,” 
the group demanded. 

New York-based Human Rights Watch 
said the UN Security Council should “redou- 
ble efforts to prod Burma's generals into 
starting a genuine political dialogue and 
ending human rights abuses.” 

Both groups called on the junta to coop- 
erate with Pinheiro and give him full and 
free access to political prisoners, 

Gambaris visit ended with the UN 
declaring that progress had been made, 
and on Friday, Aung San Suu Kyi met a jun- 
ta official and members of her political par- 
ty, the National League for Democracy. AFP 


Broadway shows are canceled 
as stagehands strike over work rules 


NEW YORK—MOST OF BROADWAY WENT 
dark on Saturday as stagehands went on strike 
‘over new work rules that producers have im- 
posed or have been pushing for in more than 
three months of contentious negotiations. 

‘The stagehands took their picket signs to 
the sidewalks about 10 a.m., after a meet- 
ing of Local One, their union, at the Westin 
New York on West 43rd Street. 

“Twenty-seven Broadway shows, including 
“Wicked,” "Jersey Boys" and "The Lion King,” 
were shuttered, starting with "Dr. Seuss’ How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas! The Musical,” 
which was to raise its curtain at 11 a.m. 

Only eight shows, which are in theaters 
that have a separate contract with the 
union, were still running: “Cymbeline,” 
“Mary Poppins,” “Mauritius,” “Pygmalion,” 
“The Ritz,” “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee,” “Xanadu” and 
"Young Frankenstein." 

This is the second strike on Broadway in 
less than five years; the four-day musicians' 
walkout in 2003 was the first in almost 
three decades. But this is the first time Lo- 
cal One, a 121-year-old union, has called а 
strike on Broadway. 


The producers and the union last met on 
Thursday, the second of three negotiating 
sessions requested by the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees, the 
parent union of Local One. 

Disappointed theatergoers were left fac- 
ing the options available after plans fell 
through. “I would say alittle bit more than 
disappointed,” said Beverly Krein, 63, a 
trainer for Curves from Fargo, N.D., who 
had come to New York with her daughter 
and granddaughter for a weekend of the- 
ater. The League of American Theaters and 
Producers has announced refunds for tick- 
ets to shows that are not performing. 

‘The dispute has largely been about the 
rules that govern how many stagehands 
must be called for work, how long they 
work and what kind of tasks they can per- 
form. League members say the rules invari- 
ably result in groups of stagehands on the 
clock with nothing to do. 

The league, with a $20 million emergen- 
cy fund, and the union, with a $4.1-million 
fund, have made preparations for a work 
stoppage, though no one knows how long 
one would last. NYT 
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ire shows Pakistan's military rulers, from top left, clockwise, President Gen. 
Business Саки be simple Ziaul Haq, President Field Marshall Ayub Khan, President Gen Yayha Khan and President 
Gen. Pervez Musharraf. Musharraf's declaration of emergency rule was not the first time Cus 


Army has demonstrated its supremacy in Pakistan. It is also unlikely to be the last, 


Musharraf lets 
military courts 


try civilians 


ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN—PAKISTAN'S MILITARY 
ruler has amended a law to give Army courts 
sweeping powers to try civilians on charges rang- 
ing from treason to inciting public unrest, officials 
said Sunday, as the country's opposition leader 
prepared to stage a 300-kilometer protest march 
in defiance of a ban. 


The moves came опе week af- in the country’s turbulent 
ter President Gen. Pervez northwest. She also said 
Musharraf said he was imposing Musharraf's military-led gov- 
astate ofemergency to help fight ernment was about to crumble. 
Islamic militancy, But the main “This government is standing 
targets of his crackdown have on its last foot,” the former 
been his most outspoken critics, prime minister said, as dozens 
including the increasingly inde- of supporters scuffled briefly 
pendent judiciary and media. with police. "This government 
The Army chief—under pres- із going to go.” 
sure from the United Statesand Thousands of people have 
other Western allies to return to been arrested, TV news stations 
the path of democracy—won taken off air, and judges re- 
praise for agreeing Saturday to moved from office since 
lift the emergency within weeks Musharraf imposed his state of 


Get a home loan with rüber e eec 
just one month later than origi- Musharraf was to hold a 
nally scheduled. press conference with foreign 
F R Е Е 4 9” LC D H -TY or US President George W. Bush journalists later Sunday. Three 
described the promisesas"posi- reporters from Britain's Daily 
a D { G Т, AL Р H OTO Е R AM E tive," throwing Washington's Telegraph meanwhile left Pak- 
support firmly behind the em- istan on Sunday after being ex- 
. 1 batted Pakistani leader, whom pelled in protest of a commen- 
with MPS3 р i ayer. be hasin the past described aa tary in their newspaper that 


good friend. used an expletive in reference 
But a decision to amend the to Musharraf. 
Pakistan Army Act—confirmed The United States considers 
by Attomey General Malik Mo- Musharraf a bulwark in its so- 
hammed Qayyum on Sunday—is called war on terrorism, but 
likely to raise fresh concems. It some US officials have ex- 
would allow military courtsto ty pressed concern that Pakistan's 
people accused of treason, sedi- political crisis would actually 
Call 631-8000 or tion, or "giving statements con- distract its efforts against a mili- 
800-104 i ducive to public mischief” tant threat that has spread from 
1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) In theory, that could include the Afghan border Raion tos 
or visit the nearest BDO branch or Bhutto, who said she would de- capital and beyond. 
BDO On-site fy Musharraf's ban on public Bush sidestepped a question 
gatherings and lead supporters on that issue, saying he has con- 
ona march from theeastern city fidence in the commitment of 
of Lahore to the capital Islam- Pakistan's leadership to stick 
abad on Tuesday. with the US in its global fight 
“When the masses combine, against extremists. “One coun- 
the sound of their steps will try we need cooperation from is 
suppress the sound of military Pakistan,” he told reporters in 
boots,” Bhutto, а former prime his home state of Texas. 
minister, told hundreds of Bhutto's jubilant homecom- 
protesters Saturday, almost im- ing procession last month fol- 
mediately after she was freed lowing eight years in exile was 
from 24hoursofhousearrest. marred by twin suicide bomb- 
‘Addressing supporters ings. She escaped unharmed, 
through a loudspeaker, she said but more than 140 people died 
Taliban and al-Qaida-linked іп the attack, widely blamed on 
militants were gaining ground Islamic militants. AP 
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Arcilla, 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


JOHNNY ARCILLA AND CZARINA MAE 
Arevalo fashioned out similar easy victo- 
ries yesterday and sustained their domi- 
nation of the men's and women’s singles 
of the Philippine Columbian Association 
Open at the PCA shell courts. 

Arevalo routed first-timer Michelle Pang, 6- 
3, 6-1, to snare her fourth PCA singles title 
while Arcilla surprised everybody with the 
class he showed in thrashing fellow Davis Cup- 
per Patrick John Terro, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2. 

"The 27-year-old Arcilla, who also won the 
singles title in 2001 and 2006, hardly encoun- 
tered any threat from the erratic Tierro, who 
appeared to sleepwalk in the second and third 
sets. 

“J didn't expect it to be easy” said Arcilla in 
Filipino. “He (Tierro) told me he got nervous.” 

‘The veteran Arcilla, who fell flat on his back 
and made a sign of the cross after Tierro's way- 
‘ward service return at match point, attributed 
his newfound sharpness to a training regimen 
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route to taking the set. 

“He got distracted easily and committed er- 
rors, while I patiently tried to get the ball 
back,” said Arcilla. 

Earlier Arevalo claimed her fourth title in six 
years after a lopsided match that lasted only 
one hour and 10 minutes. 

Arevalo and Denise Dy bagged the women's 
doubles tide after beating sisters Bien and 
Bambi Zoleta, 6-1, 4-6, 6-2, Saturday night. 
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serve for 4-3, Tierro lost his cool when his 

backhand down the line was called out. 

pulled the rug from The 21-year-old Tierro howled in disbelief 
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Last-gasp V-League Ф 2 T. 
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bid for FEU tossers ` 


=. 
ly clinch the fourth and fifth slots while the = ы е 
Lady Tamaraws duplicate their sixth-place MANILA'S Romel Roja sides into the tag of Taguig third baseman 


finish in the first twostagingsofthetourna- Mark Alvin Bernardino. roo.roton Saturday but re- 
‘mained eight strokes 


2 MIKE BIBAT ATONED 
fora disastrous 78 in 
the first round with a 
one-under-par 71 


FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY SETS OUT  srayoings la: Аё n 
to force a playoff for the fifth and last — ssc 
semifinal seat in the 2007 Shakey’s V- UST 


w 
5 
5 
League women’s volleyball second con- Авео 4 
3 
2 
2 


L 
5 
1 
foe 13 "E off he pace halfway 
ference when it battles Ateneo today at ‘Ateneo is coming off a loss to rival La 1 1 а gus 
The Arena in San Juan. Ede 3 Salle, also last Nov 5, 25-23, 25-19, 25-20. Makati Ix trips Cebu ae 

The Lady Tamaraws will have to accom- Lyceum 5 The unbeaten San Sebastian Lady Stags 1 ыл S 
plish the task in their 3 p.m. match without Leian _ 0 6 eyea6-Ocard against first conference finals . South Айса, ad 
Тор player Rachel Anne Daquis, who is out GAMESTODAY tormentor University of Santo Tomas Ti- D t 1 Я 
due to а sprained ankle probably for the (The Arena) gresses in the 5 p.m. match um ete prevails Косу m 
rest of the tournament. 3pm.—Aieneo A victory by the Lady Stags would move ‘Adan Games, gunned 

The 20-year-old Daquis sustained the in- vs Far Easten them just a win away from sweeping the By Marc Anthony Reyes Dumaguete, which dropped йз down three birdies in 
jury during the second set of their losing Spm—USTwsSSC elimination phase. first three games, and Marikinaal- another windy day at 
game against San Sebastian College last ‘Only winless Letran stands in the way of MAKATI SCORED IN ALL BUT so ended up with 3-3 slates in the фе George Golf Cub. 
Nov.5. the three-peat NCAA winner. four innings to hack out a venge- tournament organized by Com- He had a two- 

"M Par Eastern succeeds in turning back the Lithawat ^ The Tigresses want to end their elimination cam- ful 7-3 victory over Cebu, even аз munity Spars Ine, round total of 149, 
Kesinee-led Ateneo, it will meet the loser of tomorrow's paign on a winning note, though, and a chance to tie Dumaguete scored its third — Thethird game between Taguig eight shots off Oliver 
sence tla Бае tussle for the last semifinal berth, the Lady Stags for first place going into the carryover aight win yesterday inthe Вазе. and Mania was suspended on ac- Bekker and Nicholas 

But if FEU loses, Adamson and La Salle automatical- semifinal. Romina. Austria ball Philippines Series 2 at the count of darkness after 11 innings Mitchell, who also 

Rizal Memorial Baseball Stadium. with the score tied at 12. struggled with a 73 


The Mariners built a 5-1 lead Organizers have yet to set a and a 74, respective- 


Lions get going vs Tacloban champs zzz mmm рушу 


Jonjon Robles kept the Dolphins match. 
at bay with a threehit, eight- Robles broke theice for Makati, best scorer among the 


SAN BEDA SETS OUT AS HEAVY FA- ganigstopay Round of 8. Quezon U, 91-80, last Saturday. strikeout performance. scoring on a single by Erwin SXICTSIgolferswith 
Worte despite the absence of its top (San Beda Gym) Santo Tomas ` Ranked second, the Lions emerged While the Dolphins remained Manuel in the first inning, and the a 73 Friday retumed 
gun when it hosts Sacred Heart Col. 2рт-087 and Mapua col- asthe team to beat following the with- on top at 4-2, the Mariners im- Mariners manufactured at least 2 2 76:0 drop intoa tie 
Te in the Collegiate Champions , WSMawa Ме earlier at 2 drawal oftopseed La Saleandfounh- proved to 3-3 as they avenged an mun excep in the second, thira, With Bibatand Ар, 
League today at the San Beda Gym. samanea pm, in this tour- ranked University of the East. 11-4rout last week sixth and eight innings. ony Fema 79), 
Yousif Аата! has moved up to the t — hamentwhichpit The Archers opted to take a break Darwin dela Calzada struck out Linescores, АНЕ q Gere Bondocalzo 
pro league, but Ogie Menor, 6-foot-8 the top 16 collegiate teams in the from competition, while the Warriors 11 batters and gave up just five MAKATI 100-220-401 711-2 ADs ee 
Nigerian Sam Ekwe and other vital county. questioned their surprisingly low tour- hits as the Dumaguete Unibikers 0820010000—384 Sie Mo AGE 
‘cogs in the Lions two-year NCAA _FarEastemeamed a Round of 8slot nament seeding. blasted the Marikina Shoe Mak-  — DUMAGUETE202.000000—4-52 dro and Gino Bunyi 
eign will be back for a shot at the after ousting CUSA champ Manvel L- Jasmine W.Payo ers, 4-1 MARIKINA 000-010-000—1-5-2 missed the cut at 152. 


Peping 
seeking 
second 
term 


IT'S OFFICIAL: PHIL- 
ippine Olympic Com- 
mittee president Peping 


Cojuangco is seeking а 
24 secondterm. 
“Pwede pa siguro. 
j| Sayang naman ang 
naumpisahang progra- 
x n ma (1 think Pm good for 
us “ick . d another term. We have 
E to finish the programs 
MORS ч we've started)" Зай 
N я : Cojuangco, whose 
b: 
‘who is reportedly being 
supported by a group 
of National Sports AS- 
sociation heads led by 
athletics’ Go Teng Kok. 
Coliseum. 
National Federation 
of Gamefowl Breeders 
(68) offical Аоу 
'almares and Fred 
сауап Valley GBA. 
гап Mark and Taba 
ауао of Minda GBA. 
‘A guaranteed prize 
of P15 milion awaits 


term ends after the- 
| Ir 
4 5 
Marc Anthony Reyes. 
Katigbak said the final 
the champions. 


E 


Olympics in August. 
The former con- 
gresman who ran un- 
opposed in 2004 and 
took over from Celso 
Dayrit, confirmed his 
reelection bid to media- 
men over the weekend. 
He is expected to be 
opposed by Dayrit, 
" h 51] ig PEE Record 
4 ] 
Bakbakan’ 
entry list 
THE SEMIFINALS OF 
the 2007 NFGB Nation- 
al Bakbakan 10-Stag 
Derby, which has 
drawn a record 1,463 
ares gets going to- 
moron ai ihe Araneta 
tally surpassed last 
year’s 1,273 entries. 
Sry ran odore 
have reached the finals. 
with perfect scores of 
six wins each, They are 
Dr. Ayong Lorenzo of 
Rizal GBA (EDL Excel- 
lence Gamefowl Spe- 
cialists), Alex Ty of Ca- 


Lagba derby 


finals today 
MORE THAN 70 
fights are on the roster 
in the LAGBA Grand 
Championship 5-stag 
derby kicking off at 4 
p.m. today at the San 
Juan Coliseum. 
. Today's fifth and fi- 
Ы nal leg will determine. 
overnmen arning: фе ura Gamer 
Breeders Association 
‘Stagfighter of the Year. 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. | „= 


Lagon, Mayor Nene 
Aguilar, Boy Marzo, 
Peter Uren, Tony 


Lizares, Jun Marasigan 
and Pol Estrellado. 
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POF stars, 


Nationals 


show wares today 


By June Navarro. 


THE CULMINATION OF A YEAR- 
long effort to infuse new blood in- 
to the national team begins today 
with the holding of the national 
championships of the 2nd Philip- 
pine Olympic Festival at the Rizal 
‘Memorial Sports Complex. 

About 3,000 athletes, who sur- 
vived the regional qualifying 
games, will show their wares 
against the national athletes in 17 
disciplines and two demonstra- 
tion sports, all of them hoping to 
clinch a slot in the national pool. 

The week-long meet seeks to 
discover and train talents for the 
2012 London Olympics. 

"With the convergence of ef- 
forts among the national sports 
associations, the POC and the lo- 


cal government units, the POF is 
offering a clear pathway to the 
London Games,” said Philippine 
Olympic Committee and POF 
chair Robert Aventajado. 

The Bicol Southem Tagalog 
and Mindanao qualifies pro- 
duced a slew of upcoming swim- 
mers capable of making the na- 
tional pool while the Visayas and 
National Capital Region meets 
boast of prized finds in athletics. 

Joining Aventajado in the 4 
p.m. opening ceremony are POC 
president Jose “Peping” Cojuang- 
со, IOC representative Frank 
Elizalde and Philippine Sports 
Commission chair William 
“Butch” Ramirez. 

Zamboanga Del Norte Rep. Ce- 
sar Jalosjos will declare the sports- 
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Coach Baculi now spurns 
major revamp for cagers 


By Roy Luarca 


‘SINGAPORE—HARBOUR CENTRE-PHIL- 
ippines coach June Baculi heaved a sigh 
of relief after watching his wards huff 
and puffin practice Sunday. 

He no longer sees the need for a major re- 
vamp of the Nationals, whose capability to de- 
fend their Southeast Asian Games basketball 
crown is being doubted by many back home. 

Baculi believes that the likely addition of Fil- 
‘American Gabe Norwood and one or two 
more defensive players will be enough to carry 
them past the Thais and the Malaysians, who 
are said to be their strongest opponents for the 
title in the SEAG set in Thailand next month. 

There are plans to tap key players from the 
Philippine Basketball Association to boost the 


RP duels 
rest of 
world in 
Calapan 


RONNIE ALCANO 
and Marlon Manalo 
speathead Team 
Philippines against a 
squad of foreign stars 
in the SMC-Kabayan 
World 9-Ball Chal- 
enge which starts to- 
day at the Filipiniana 
Hotel in Calapan City. 
Alcano was de- 
throned as world 
champion while the 
Manalo bowed to 
Poland's Radoslaw 
Babica in the last 64 
of this years World 
Pool Championship. 
"1 didn't exactly 
play bad,” said Mana- 
loof his 1-10 defeat. 
“1 just wasn’t given 
much chances to 
show my stuff.” 
Joining Alcano and 
Manalo are Asian 
Games 9-ball gold 
medalist Antonio 
Gabica, Pacquiao In- 
temational Open 
champ Jeffrey De Lu- 
na and former Asian 
Games gold medalist 
and Asian Tour leg 
winner Gandy Valle. 
They will be up 
against a team made 
up of former US 
Open winner Rodney 
Morris, Marcus 
Chamat, Darren Ap- 
pleton, Karl Boyes 
and ex-world snooker 
champ John Higgins. 
Players of oppos- 
ing squads clash in 
10-rack matches. 
Marlon Bernardino, 
Contributor 


NBC-Spring 
five flies to 
Johor today 


THE NBC-SPRING 
Cooking Oil Selection 
flies to Malaysia today. 
to compete in the 2007 
Johor Invitational Bas- 
ketball Tournament. 

The Filipinos will vie 
againsta collegiate 
team from China, In- 
donesia Basketball 
League's Aspac and 
the national squads of 
Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Malaysia. 

The team's trip is 
bankrolled by Spring 
Cooking Oil of NBC 
president Nathaniel 
"Tac" Padilla and sup- 
ported by Montaña 
Pawnshop of Armando. 
Quibod, Sulpicio Lines 
and official outfitter 
Champion Sportswear. 

Malaysia's National 
Basketball League will 
senda team to the. 
Philippines to compete. 
in the Tagaylay-NBC 
international Invitation- 
al later this month. 

Boysie Zamar is the 
head coach of the Fil 
1ріпоз who will open 
their campaign against 
Hong Kong tomorrow 
atthe Larkin stadium. 


AWARDS: 
*BEST MINIVAN by Motorweek at the 2007 
Drivers Choice Awards (USA) 
*FIVE-STAR SAFETY RATING by the National Highway 
‘Administration NHTSA (USA) 2006 
FETY PICK by the Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety IIHS (USA) 2006 


Traffic Safet 
*GOLD TOP 
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team, but it seems Baculi has no need for them 
now. 

The Nationals, Baculi noted, have reached 
70 percent of their full potential, gauging from 
their last win over San Mig Coffee in the PBL. 

He is hoping that their four-game series 
here, starting with the Singapore national 
team late Sunday afternoon at the Singapore 
Indoor Stadium would give the Nationals the 
fluidity and cohesion they've been searching 
forsince they were formed in September. 

Several changes in manpower have side- 
tracked the team’s preparations since then, but 
Mikee Romero, amateur basketball “godfa- 
ther,” remains hopeful that the Nationals will 
be up to the task in Thailand. 

‘Team coordinator Eric Arejola said Romero 
‘would be flying in Sunday to watch the Na- 
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ray 


tionals battle the Singaporeans, the American 
Navy on Monday, the Australian pro team Sin- 
gapore Slingers on Tuesday and the European 
Selection on Wednesday. 

“Give me two or more players and our goal 
(SEAG title) will be workable and achievable,” 
said Baculi, who will send assistant coaches 
Louie Alas, Beaujing Acot and Ryan Dy to 
nearby Johor Baru, Malaysia, on Monday to 
scout the Malaysian national team which will 
play against the core of the Indonesian five. 

‘Also being eyed by Baculi as reinforcements 
are bruiser Erick Rodriguez of Toyota Bal- 
intawak and high flyer Elmer Espiritu of 
Pharex. 

‘The Nationals boasts of two-time PBL MVP 
Jason Castro, former pro Alex Crisano, Beau 
Belga and UAAP MVP Jervy Cruz. 
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BOSTON big man Kevin Garnett (right), a 
third of the Celtics’ latest edition of the Big 
Three, hauls down one of his 14 rebounds 
against New Jersey's Jamaal Magloire. ar 


Big 3 lifts 
Celtics to 
5th straight 
triumph 


GAME TODAY (Basketball TV) 
102.m.—Detrot vs, Seattle (replay at 9p.m.) 


EAST RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY— 
The red-hot Boston Celtics got 73 points 
from their new “Big Three” and re- 
mained the NBA's only unbeaten team af- 
ter a 112-101 road victory over the New 
Jersey Nets on Saturday 

The 5-0 Celtics are off to their art 

"when Larry Bird, 

Kevin McHale and Robert Parish 
The 2008 version of the Big Three—Kevin 
Game, Paul Pierc 


The win came just ho 
Doc Rivers attended his 
returned in time to run the game. 


(injured) and w 
Richard Jeffer 


points. Carter left in the third quarter with a 
sprained ankle. 

omorrow and welll go 

;" said Сапег “I don't want to put a 


Nuggets 113, 
Bulls 71. Reuters, 


Miftoza ends 
up way back 
in the end 


SHANGHAI—FRANKIE MINOZA DROPPED. 
i in a six-hole stret 


beating the English duo of Ri 
t the second playoff | 
hole on Sund: 
The Filipino star, who won his seventh | 
career title on the rich Japan Tour three | 
carded a 78 on the final 18 


champion last February, post 
37-41, his collapse on the backside high- 
у a triple bogey on the par 51 
Oth, 12th and | 
16th holes. 

Juvic Paguns: 

last at 17-over 305 with score: 
82-74. 

Mickelson, the three-time Major win- 
ner sealed his victory with a birdie at the 
par five 18th second playoff hole at the 
Sheshan International Golf Club. 

stwood was forced to the runner-up 
spot after his ball found the water while 
Fisher missed a 10 foot birdie putt at the 
18-hole championship course. All three 
players had previously pared the fist 
hole on the 18th, ian Tour News 
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Gov't spending seen to boost economy 


Taking up the slack from 
expected US slowdown 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


JAPANESE STOCKBROKERAGE GIANT NOMURA SECURITIES 
sees government-led infrastructure investment taking up the slack 
froman expected US economic slowdown and helping stabilize the 
Philippine economy over the next two years. 

In an economic report dated Nov. 6, No- 


mura upgraded its real gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth outlook on the 


The most problematic factors for 


Corruption. = 
Inadequate supply of infrastructure. 
Policy їпшыйу................. 
Inefficient government buraaucracy. 
Government instabiliy/coups ~--~ 
Tax ratos- 


Tax regulations. 
Access to financing. 
Rest 


ve labor regulations. 
Crime and thet. 
Poor work ethic in national labor force... 
Inflation. 

Inadequololy educated workforce.. 
Foreign currency regulations... 
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goods and services produced by the domes- 
tic economy for a given period. 


INTEGRATED COMPUTER SYSTEMS, INC 
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“The heightened risk of a slowdown in 


country to 6.4 percent from 6.1 percent fol- 
lowing the stronger-than-expected expan- 
sion of 7.5 percent in the first semester. 

The forecast growth for 2008 was kept at 
5.7 percent while a growth of 5.8 percent 
‘was projected for 2009. 

GDR the single most important indicator 


the US economy has increased the possibi 
ty of a gradual slowdown in the Philippine 
economy in the second half of 2007. How- 
ever, we think the local economy will main- 
tain a stable growth in 2008 and 2009, 
driven by domestic demand, particularly 
from public-sector infrastructure invest- 


w 5 


Percent of responses 

Not: From a isto 14 factors, respondonts wore asked to select he fiva most problematic for doing business in tei country and to rank them between 
‘most problematic) end The bars in tho iure show th responses weighted according lo thew rankings. 

Source: Wodd Economie Forum ond Мева Buiness Cub Research 


Corruption, poor infrastructure 
dragging RP competitiveness 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
(First of two parts) 

CORRUPTION AND POOR INFRAS- 
tructure remain the most problem- 
atic factors in doing business in the. 
Philippines, according to a recent 
survey conducted among the coun- 
пус business elite. 

Despite these lingering concerns, 
the survey conducted by 


terest rates and lower government 
deficit and debt levels. 

"What this shows is that the 
Philippines is moving up the com- 
petitiveness ladder, although we 
have to address the issues of cor- 
ruption and [inadequate] infras- 
tructure,” MBC senior research as- 
sociate Michael B. Mundo said in an 
interview. 

According го the MBC, 


the Makati Busi Club. he 
en ENGL MIS E ER 
EconomicForums2007. REPORT was pulled down by its 


2008 Global Competi- 
tiveness Report showed that the 
country’s rank improved to 71st 
place from 75th in the previous edi- 
tion. 

The country's improved ranking 
is due mainly to its relative macroe- 
conomic stability, a significant de 
crease in domestic inflation and i 


poor performance in four 
key pillars: labor market efficiency, 
institutions, infrastructure, and 
health and primary education. 

The results of the global competi- 
tiveness ranking were based on sur- 
veys of more than 11,000 business 
executives from 131 nations. 

Locally, the survey was conduct- 


of real output, refers to the total amount of 


ed among 37 MBC member firms, 
22.3 percent of whose executives 
were concerned about corruption, 
while 17.8 percent were concerned 
about the country's relatively weak 
infrastructure system. 

Out of 131 countries included in 
the competitiveness survey, the 
Philippines ranked 116th in the cat- 
egory of perceived diversion of pub- 
lic funds. 

The country ranked even low- 
er—119th place worldwide—when 
businessmen were asked to rate the 
public trust of politicians. The 
country also ranked 100th in terms 
of favoritism in decisions of govern- 
ment officials, and 117th in the bur- 
den of government regulation. 

All told, the Philippines held an 
overall "competitive disadvantage" 
in the field of institutions when 
 CORRUPTION/B4 


the 


SMC firms up 
bid for 60% stake 
in PNOC-EDC 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


SAN MIGUEL CORP, SOUTHEAST ASIAS 
biggest food and beverage company, has 
teamed up with American asset manage- 
ment group Avenue Asia for its bid to buy 


government's 60-percent stake in 


geothermal power producer PNOC Energy 
Development Corp. (PNOC-EDC) 

San Miguel president Ramon S. Ang said 
the partnership would be coursed through 
San Miguel's wholly owned power invest- 
ments unit, San Miguel Energy Corp. 

INQUIRER sources said Avenue Asia was 
partnering with San Miguel through its 
Dutch special vehicle firm Beleggings- 
maatchappij Broem BV. 

The government earlier announced 
that San Miguel Energy and Beleggings- 
maatchappij Broem BV have joined 
forces to form Panasia Energy Holdings 
Inc., 


a joint venture company, for the 
SMCFIRMS/B4 


WHO urges gov't to increase cigarette tax 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZA- 
tion has urged the Philippine govern- 
ment to raise the excise tax on 
cigarettes, saying the measly tax in 
the country was not helping the cause 
of fighting tobacco-related diseases. 

In a letter to the Department of Fi- 
nance, the health agency noted that 
the Philippines had the lowest excise 
tax on cigarettes among Southeast 
Asian countries. 

"They (WHO) asked us if we could 
raise the tax some more because it is 
true that the tax here is low compared 
with what is imposed in neighboring 
countries,” Finance Undersecretary 
Gil Beltran told reporters Friday. 

Beltran said the DOF was willing to 


m 
(0) The BPI lowestmens Бим ме cllecrive invest 


les in euch unde c vana moram ме seed DT 


push for the proposal to raise the ex- 
cise tax on cigarettes, agreeing that 
the current tax rates were outdated. 
He said, however, that increasing 
cigarette taxes would not be easy as 
industry players were expected to 
lobby strongly against it. 

WHO said the cigarette tax in Singa- 
pore was equivalent to $192.56 per 
1,000 sticks. In Brunei, the rate is equiv- 
alent to $39.30. In Malaysia, cigarettes 
are taxed $23.29 per 1,000 sticks. 

But in the Philippines, the excise 
tax on cigarettes ranged from only 
$2.42 to $29.28 per 1,000 sticks. 
Cigarettes in the Philippines are di- 
vided into four classifications, and 
the tax rates differed based on price. 

Beltran noted that most cigarettes 
are taxed based on their 1997 prices. 
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The Bureau of Internal Revenue is pro- 
hibited from automatically raising the 
tax to match a corresponding increase 
in price. An increase in the tax rate 
may only be done through legislation. 
In 2005, Congress passed RA 9334, 
also referred to as the Sin Tax Law of 
2005, to increase the tax rates on 
cigarettes and alcoholic beverages. The 
law raises the tax rates applied on four 
classifications of cigarettes by an aver- 
age of 8 percent once every two years. 
The law was considered one of the 
measures to help shore up tax collec- 
tions and püt the governments fiscal 
house in order. However, it has so far 
failed to turn in the expected revenues. 
The DOF said the law did not incor- 
porate a provision that would automat- 
ically place a cigarette brand into a 
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higher tax bracket if its price increased. 
"The law likewise did not allow the use 
of updated 2005 prices as basis for tax- 
ing "old" cigarette brands (or those that 
have been in the market prior to 1997), 
but instead used 1997 prices. 

Earlier, the DOF submitted to the 
Senate a position paper pushing for 
an amendment to the Sin Tax Law of 
2005. The DOF said an ideal way of 
taxing cigarettes was to automatical- 
ly puta cigarette brand in a higher tax 
bracket if its price increased. 

Excise tax is supposed to be levied on 
products whose excessive consumption 
is discouraged. But the DOF said the 
minimal increase in cigarette taxes did 
not fulfil that objective, neither did it 
achieve the other purpose of substan- 
tally boosting government revenues. 
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STOCK INVESTORS THIS WEEK ARE EX- 
pected to track Wall Street's performance 
and listen to fresh leads on the health of 
the US economy. 

"The Philippine equity market may fol- 
low global equity markets as lingering 
concerns on the subprime fallout in the 
US continue to spook investors. Any 
meaningful market correction should be 
seen as a buying opportunity," said Paul 
Joseph Garcia, chief investment officer at 
ING Investment Management, 

US stock prices as measured by the 
benchmark Dow Jones industrial Average. 
dropped by more than 220 points Friday 
after major banks like Bank of America. 
Corp., JP Morgan Chase & Co. and Wa- 
chovia Corp. said they might post heavy 
losses in the fourth quarter due to the on- 
going credit crunch. 

Prince Yeung, analyst at AB Capital Se- 
curities, noted in a weekly report that in- 
vestors would likely be cautious this week 
as they await fresh leads regarding the US 


economy. 
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On fearless forecasts 


WHEN ECONOMIC ANALYSTS MADE 
their 2007 projections about Philippine 
economic performance late last year or ear- 
ly this year, three things were not quite an- 
ticipated enough in formulating their pro- 
jections or forecasts, 

One, most had assumed that the foreign 
exchange rate would average near P50 to 
the dollar. The government had assumed it 
to be in the range P51-53 in drawing up the 
2007 budget that was approved by 
Congress. Two, crude oil prices had been ex- 
pected to be softer following earlier 
episodes of above $70-a-barrel prices that 
had provoked near-double digit inflation in 
2005. The governments assumption was 
around $63-67 a barrel. And three, world 
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economic growth— especially in the US, the 
world's biggest economy and a dominant 
trading partner to most countries—was ex- 
pected to moderate somewhat, but not differ 
substantially from the 2006 performance. 


Way off 

As we approach the end of the year, we 
see that things haven't quite turned out as 
expected. In fact, those earlier assumptions 
proved to be way off. The exchange rate has 
just breached P43 to the dollar, and the end 
to the dollar's depreciation—and therefore 
the peso's appreciation trend—is nowhere 
in sight. Crude oil has hit $98 a barrel, and 
is widely expected to breach $100 shortly. 
And US Federal Reserve Bank Chair Ben 
Bernanke has just testified before the US 
Senate last week that the US economy can 
be expected to slow down more than earlier 
expected. What happened? 

‘These major deviations from earlier as- 
sumptions, which one cannot deny to be es- 
sentially projections or best-guess forecasts 
in themselves, reinforce my constant asser- 
tion that we economists should be humble 
enough to admit that we don't have all the 
answers. Much of what influences the per- 
formance of the economy lies beyond what 
economic theories can explain, or what 
econometric models can measure and ac- 
count for. 


Way out 

found myself recently telling a small au- 
dience not to rely too heavily on so-called 
experts’ economic forecasts (including 
minel). Lets face it: the track record, in 
general, hasn't particularly been sterling. 
My own casual observation tells me that 
through time, economic forecasts—even 
those based on the best economic minds or 
most sophisticated econometric mod- 
els—have seen more misses than hits, 

Of course, we economists can always ex- 
plain our way out of forecasts or targets 
that do not get realized. We would always 
rationalize that this or that assumption be- 
hind the forecast did not materialize, We. 
could then point out that determining the 
exact nature of those assumptions lies be- 
yond our own competence, because they 
are influenced either by polities, social dy- 
namics, or acts of God. 
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ment," the report said. 

While uncertainty over the US economic 
outlook was likely to linger through 2008, 
Nomura said further deterioration of Philip- 
pine exports could be averted based on a 
likely recovery in global semiconductor de- 
mand through the first half of 2008 and the 
continued strength in the Chinese economy. 

‘The brokerage firm cited the draft national 
budget for 2008 that allowed a 20.7-percent 
increase in the allotment for capital spend- 
ing, including infrastructure investment. 

But while the sale of government assets 
planned for the next two years would likely 
boost short-term revenues, Nomura said these 
would not be able to bring sustained benefits 
unless more assets would be privatized. 

“Thus, to achieve a balanced budget (in 
2008) and increase infrastructure investment 
in the 2009 budget, we think further rev- 
enue-building policies are needed,” it said. 

Nomura said it also expected stable re- 
mittances from overseas Filipino workers. 
‘These inflows have led to a sharp peso ap- 
preciation this year. 

“We (see) further peso appreciation, 
buoyed by OFW remittances and funds 
flowing into local equities,” Nomura said. 

The Japanese financial institution also 


No Free LUNCH 


Cielito E Habito 


The other convenient way out is to revise 
the forecasts and targets as we go along and 
get nearer the forecast or target date. Neda 
does it all the time; so do the ІМЕ World 
Bank, Asian Development Bank, and other 
institutions engaged in the business of 
making economic projections. And this is 
inevitable. It would be silly to insist on 
maintaining a forecast if along the way, ac- 
tual trends have already deviated substan- 
tially from the originally expected path. In 
the end, of course, this means that the re- 
vised forecasts would be closer to if not hit 
the actual outcomes, and the analysts man- 
age to maintain credibility. 


What happened 

Let me return to the question: What hap- 
pened? In the case of the exchange rate, the 
dollar turned out to slide more steeply than 
had earlier been anticipated. For the most 
part, it has lately been influenced by the US 
subprime housing loans crisis that hardly 
anybody anticipated (although there were 
some isolated voices warning of the prob- 
Jem even early on, and who are now able to 
say" told you so”). Major central banks are 
also turning away from the dollar as a re- 
serve asset, and unloading large amounts 
of it (China has reportedly done so recent- 
ly). For us, it is also because the surge in 
OFW remittances continues to surprise, es- 
pecially in the face of the apparent slow- 
down in the numbers of workers actually 
deployed overseas. 

Surging crude oil prices are attributed to 
declining US petroleum product invento- 
ries, anticipated supply disruptions due to 
recent bombings in oil-rich Afghanistan 
and an oil pipeline in Yemen, continuously 
surging demands from rapidly growing 
Asian economies, and the continued weak- 
ening of the dollar, Meanwhile, the impacts 
of the subprime crisis on the real US econo- 
my are just unfolding, and most authorita- 
tive analyses as exemplified by that of 
Bernanke point to a short-term outlook that 
does not look good. 


Way ahead 

What does the way ahead look like? Dare 
I answer this question, after all that I've said 
above? The annual meeting of the Philip- 
pine Economic Society will have its usual 
session on alternative “fearless forecasts” 
(including mine) on Friday morning at the 
BSP auditorium. You may wish to come and 
listen, even if only for its entertainment val- 
ue. In any case, if you do come and listen, it 
is not so much the forecasts you ought to 
‘watch out closely for. Watch out, rather, for 
the assumptions behind them. 

Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu 
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sees scope for further monetary easing by 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas given the 
low level of domestic inflation, slowing 
growth in money supply and the growing 
risk of an export slump. 

It expects the country's inflation rate to 
stay well within government targets, project- 
ing inflation at 2.9 percent this year but pick- 
ing up to 3.6 percent next year and 3.5 per- 
cent in 2009. 

Aside from the expected economic slump 
in the US, the top market for the country’s 
exports, Nomura sees higher crude oil 
prices as а risk factor through 2008. 

Based on its GDP growth outlook, Nomura 
sees the Philippines outperforming the 5.8- 
percent average forecast for Southeast Asia's 
four biggest economies this year. The forecast 
growth for 2007 was higher than the 6.3-per- 
‘cent growth outlook for Indonesia, 6 percent 
for Malaysia and 4.4 percent for Thailand. 

For next year, however, Indonesia was 
expected to be the best performing with a 
growth rate of 6.4 percent against the re- 
gion's average of 5.9 percent. 

The Philippines was again seen to be- 
come the top performer among Asean in 
2009 when the regional average was fore- 
cast at 5.4 percent. 
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national services. The 
Manila Domestic Air- 

port can then be used 

for general aviation. 

Cusi said the plan 
would also put the 
airport complex at par 
with those of other 
countries in Asia, such 
as Japan and South 
Korea, especially ifthe 
three terminals could 
be connected by rail. 
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Focus on financial, technical capabilities 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WITH THE GLOBAL SCRAMBLE 
to find new oil and gas fields, the 
Department of Energy has commit- 
ted to impose stricter requirements 
‘on service contract applicants, to 
ейзше that they will complete their 
exploration programs. 

“The (applicants) will have a f 
mal presentation on their сара! 
ties—their financial and technical 
ability to comply with the imposed 
program of work. This presentation 
‘will be open to the public and to the 
media,” Energy Secretary Angelo 
Reyes said. 

Earlier this year, the DOE issued 
Department Circular No. 2007-04- 
0003, which laid down specific 
guidelines governing the transfer of 
participating interest, rights and 
obligations in petroleum service 
contracts. 

With the circular, the DOE hoped 
to ensure the transparency of the 
procedures for the transfer of par- 


ticipating interests, rights and obli- 
gations in petroleum service con- 
tracts, The circular's provisions, ac- 
cording to the DOE, are in line with 
existing government policies. 

Assignees or transferees should 
not only have the financial muscle 
to undertake capital-intensive ac- 
tivities such as exploration and de- 
velopment of petroleum blocks, but 
should also possess the technical 
expertise and experience that such 
activities required. 

‘They should also be legally quali- 
fied to enter into petroleum service 
contracts, the circular said. 

In terms of financial capabilities, 
a prospective transferee should 
have available financial resources, 
including capital, credit facilities 
and guarantees to undertake its 
obligation under the service con- 
tract. 

On the technical side, the 
prospective transferee should have 
officers and employees with 
enough technical and industrial 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


е BUSINESS 
DOE tightens rules on service contract applicants 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2007 


qualifications, including eligibili- 
ties and work-related experiences. 
It should also have the technical 
and industrial resources for the ex- 
ploration, development and pro- 
duction of petroleum resources. 

Under the circular, no transfer of 
petroleum service contract rights 
or obligations could take place 
without prior approval of the 
DOE. 

In the case of a rights and obliga- 
tions transfer to ап affiliate of a 
qualified contract holder, the affili- 
ate should have the same level of fi- 
nancial, legal and technical qualifi- 
cations as the “transferor” or “assig- 
пог” 

The affiliate relationship should 
also be maintained during the life 
of the service contract, the DOE cir- 
cular said. 

The circular also sought to pre- 
vent service contractors from as- 
signing their rights and obligations 
immediately after the execution of 


the service contract. 


VN 


ippines senior vice president for corporate responsibility Martin Sandelin 
shows the features of his mobile phone to Ayala Corp. chair Jaime Augusto Zobel de 

‘Ayala ll, and Education Secretary Jesli Lapus at the relaunch of the Text2Teach 
program, which aims to promote technology-aided education. T2T is a project of 
Globe Telecom, Ayala Foundation, Nokia and Seameo-Innotech. 
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First Gen to award $30-M contract in early 2008 


LISTED FIRM FIRST GEN CORP WILL 
award by early next year a $30-mil- 
lion contract for the expansion of its 
112-MW Pantabangan-Masiway hy- 
dropower plants in Nueva Ecija. 

This will raise the plants’ capacity 
by 17 megawatts. 

First Gen vice chair and chief ex- 
ecutive Peter Garrucho said the 
company was now in "final negotia- 
tions" with a vendor that would pro- 
vide the materials and services for 
the construction of the expansion 
unit. 


The awarding of the contract, he 
said, should take place by early 2008. 

“We had to conduct a thorough re- 
view of the project since upgrades are 
difficult to execute. We need to find 
out the quality of equipment to be 
used. But we already have a potential 
vendor in mind and we're now in the 
final stage of negotiations," he told 
reporters. 

He said the planned upgrade 
would make the Pantabangan- 
Masiway hydropower complex 5 
percent more efficient, which 


meant that 5 percent less water 
would be used to generate a kilo- 
watt of power. 

“This will enable us to use our wa- 
ter resource more efficiently. Panta- 
bangan-Masiway has the largest wa- 
ter reservoir (among hydropower 
plants) at 3 billion cubic meters. We'll 
have the ability to do more things 
with the upgrade and expansion,” he 
said. 

Following the — governments 
turnover of the Pantabangan-Masi- 
way plant package to First Gen sub- 
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the survey results showed. 


transport infrastructure. 
‘Surprisingly, however, 


only infrastructure 


slump," Yeung noted. 


PNOC-EDC auctión. 


tion. 


sources said. 


Ш, an investment 


Group. 


billion. 


structured debt, 


Corruption ... 


compared to its global peers, 


The Philippines also ranked 
101st in the overall quality of its 
infrastructure. It ranked 104th 
in terms of installed telephone 
lines, 102nd in terms of the 
quality of port infrastructure 
and 82nd in the quality of air 


country rated highly in terms of 
available seat kilometers on its 
air transport network, at 30th 
worldwide. This aspect was the 

metric 
where the country held a global 
competitive advantage, accord- 


Cautious trading seen ње 


Federal Reserve Chair Ben 
Bernanke had said that he ex- 
pected the US economy to slow 
noticeably in the fourth quarter. 

“Bernanke gave no indication 
as to whether there were any- 
more rate cuts planned by the 
Fed. He cautioned about a slow- 
ing economy in 2008 as the US 
housing sector continued to 


“Should oil prices continue to 
rise and the dollar continue to 
weaken then it would mean 
more trouble for the US. The 
Philippine market is likely to 
follow the US bourse. Further 


SMC firms up ... 


Prequalified entities have 
until Nov. 21 to submit their 
bids for the PNOC-EDC shares. 
The notice of award will be is- 
sued to the winning bidder by 
Nov. 22, with payment of the 
full bid price by Nov. 30, the 
closing date of the transac- 


Avenue Asia is an active buy- 
er of Asian bank debt and was 
the biggest holder of debt paper bi 
of Benpres Holdings Corp. and of 
Citra Metro Manila Tollway 
Corp. at one point, San Miguel 


According to Philippine Na- 
tional Construction Corp., one 
of Citra’s owners is Avenue 
Asia Special Situations Funds 

adviser 
within New York-based asset 
managing firm Avenue Capital 


As of Sept. 30, Avenue Capi- 
tal Group's assets under man- 
agement allocated to its Avenue 
Asia strategy were about $4.3 


The strategy generally tar- 
gets Asia's distressed debt, re- 
and viable 
companies generating positive 


sidiary First Gen Hydro Power Corp. 
late last year, the company an- 
nounced it would expand the plants 
capacity by 109 MW. 

Garrucho said in an earlier inter- 
view that if things went well with the 
upgrade, the company would under- 
take an $80-million expansion pro- 
ject that would add another 65-MW 
‘unit to the Pantabangan plant and an- 
other 13-MW unit to the Masiway fa- 
cility. 

These new units should come on 
stream by mid-2010. Abigail L. Но 
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ing to the survey. 

“Just imagine how much bet- 
ter our ranking could be in this 
field if we had an open skies 
policy" Mundo said. 

The MBC official lamented, 
however, that it has become 
fashionable to hype the coun- 
trys shortcomings while com- 
pletely overlooking the positive 
aspects, several of which were 
highlighted in the competitive- 
ness rankings. 

"We are moving forward," he 
said. "It's just that in some im- 
portant aspects, other countries 
are moving forward faster.” (To 
be concluded) 


the 


declines in the Dow will drag 
down the PSEi,” Yeung said. 

He noted that investors 
would look at policy moves by 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
instead for possible good news. 
The Bangko Sentrals policy- 
making Monetary Board is set 
to meet on Nov. 15 to decide 
whether or not to further cut 
key interest rates. 

"A rate cut may serve as a posi- 
tive catalyst as it did last Oct. 4. 
Not a few are expecting a quar- 
ter-point cut as inflation levels 
continued to be benign,” Yeung 
said. Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


From page BI 


cash flow. New York-based Av- 
enue Capital Group, formed in 
1995, focuses on distressed and 
undervalued credit-related se- 
curities (both public and pri- 
vate), bank loans, trade claims 
and private investments (debt 
and equities). 

San Miguel is boosting its 
war chest for its foray into new 
businesses such as power by an 
additional P124 billion ($2.9 
n) from the proposed sale 
its Australian business 
es—particularly in dairy prod. 
ucts, juice and  beer—to 
Japanese partner Kirin Hold: 
ings Co. Ltd. and Lion Nathan 
Ltd., a 46-percent owned firm 
of Kirin. 

San Miguel announced last 
week it was selling all of its 
holdings in Australian dairy gi 
ant National Foods Ltd. to Kirin 
for $2.6 billion (A$2.8 billion). 
Kirin owns 19.9 percent in San 
Miguel. 

San Miguel has also signed а 
definitive agreement to sell its 
premium Tasmanian brewer J 
Boag & Son to listed Australian 
spirits maker Lion Nathan for 
roughly $300 million (A$325 
million). 
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Private sector, government 
push key judicial reforms 


By Ronnel W Domingo 


THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND GOV- 
ernment have joined forces to institute ju- 
dicial reforms seen averting billions of pe- 
sos in economic losses every year. 

Miguel B. Varela, the National Competi- 
tiveness Councils champion for special 
concerns, said the reforms were meant to 
address the loss of P7 billion to P13 billion 
every year attributed to the "poor perfor- 
mance” of the judicial system. 

"The wheels of justice turns slowly even 
on lawsuits related to business and eco- 
nomic issues and this has been putting up- 
ward pressure on the cost of doing busi- 
ness,” Varela said. 

“Such situation is one of the factors that dis- 
courage foreign investors from putting their 
money into the country” the lawyer said. 

‘Ongoing steps include the mainstream- 
ing of arbitration as a means of quickly set- 
tling businesses-related issues along with 
the implementation of the Alternative Dis- 
pute Resolution Law. 

“This is being given a boost with the es- 
tablishment of the Philippine Dispute Reso- 


Money supply growing below cap 


By Doris C. Dumlao tool. 


It now relies more on SDAs 
than its overnight borrowings 
to mop up excess money. 

Based on the latest data as of 
Oct. 11, the BSP has locked up 
about P482 
uidity using the SDAs versus 
some P210 billion using its tra- 
ditional overnight borrowings. 

Before the BSP made the SDA 
more attractive, placements in 
this facility amounted to only 
P54 billion while the amount si- 
phoned off using the overnight 
borrowings was much larger at 
P341 billion. 

The shift was dramatic since 
May when the rules on SDAs 
were amended. 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas sees money supply in 
October growing below the 20- 
percent cap, boosting expecta- 
tions of another cut in bench- 
mark interest rates this week. 

“Monetary operations have 
been effective and successful 
and we're keeping the growth 
in monetary aggregates for Oc- 
tober at below 20 percent,” BSP 
Deputy Governor Diwa Guini- 
gundo said Friday. 

A money supply growth 
above 20 percent is expected го 
drive up prices of basic com- 
modities as more money chases 
after the same goods and ser- 
vies. pu 

Based on the latest BSP report, 
growth in. broad money supply 
has further slowed down to 11.4 
percent year-on-year in Septem- 
ber from 14.9 percent in August. 

Domestic liquidity or m3 is 
the broadest measure of money 
and is used to estimate the en- 
tire supply of money within an 
economy 

This includes money in circu- 
lation, demand deposits, money 
market funds and short-term re- 
purchase agreements. 

It is one of the indicators 
closely monitored by the infla- 
tion-targeting BSP in its mone- 


Under 


eligible 


banks trust departments and 
nonbank state corporations can 
place funds with the SDAs and 
eam attractive interest rates. 
The central bank has like- 
wise made these instruments 


banks SO percent liquidity 
floor or the portion of deposits 
and deposit substitutes re- 
quired to be held as a buffer 
during bad times. 

As a result, SDA placements 
widened to P280 billion in June 
and P365 billion in July before 
breaching i 
mark in August. 


lution Center, which is РССГз arbitration 
arm," Varela said. 

"Another step is the revision of some pro- 
visions of Rule 65 of the Rules of Court, to 
provide a remedy to any aggrieved litigant 
when courts or tribunals acted with grave 
abuse of discretion amounting to lack or ex- 
cess of jurisdiction," he added. 

These changes, he said, were being initi- 
ated through the US Agency for Interna- 
tional Development's Rule of Law Effective- 
ness project. 

Varela said the negative effect on business 
of the judicial system's performance had 
been cited in various studies as a disincen- 
tive to doing business in the Philippines. 

‘Varela said further that the NCC, a part- 
nership between the government and bu: 
nesses, has listed judicial reforms among 
the key issues that needed to be resolved. 

Varela, who is also chair emeritus of the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
пу, said this showed a deep appreciation of 
the role that the judiciary could play in help- 
ing improve the country’s competitiveness as 
well as council's role in helping improve the 
business function of the judiciary. 
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on track with tar- 


[Affordable ID & Membership 
CARD PRINTING 


‘The IBM System 13455 provides outstanding performance in 1U package fr compute nensi environments 
at anatlondable price 


Key user industries ince: Petrochemical He sciences, financial services, aerospace and automotive, 
government research, university research, weather and earth simulation and mediventerainment, 


NEED WEB SOLUTIONS 
IBM WebSpehere Application Server 


gets, there isa grow- 
ing market consen- 
sus that the BSP's 
policy-making Mon- 
etary Board has 
room to cut its 
benchmark interest 
rates. 

Some large finan- 
cial institutions have 
bet on another 25 
basis-point reduc- 
tion during the poli- 
cy rate setting this 
week. 

The BSP slashed 
its overnight rates 
for the second time 
this year in October 
to 5.75 percent for "gia: 
the overnight bor- 
rowing or reverse 
repurcháse rate and 
7.75 percent for the 
overnight lending or 
repurchase rate. 

The central bank 
has mopped up ex- 
cess liquidity more 
effectively зіпсе 
May when it trans- 
formed its high- 
yielding special de- 
posit accounts 
(SDAs) into a more 
powerful monetary 
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ВРЇ'5 Equity Fund al 


ows investors 


to enjoy gains from local bourse 


Philippine stocks closed higher by 0.31% 
last Friday to end at 3,703.66. Analysts re- 
main bullish about the stock market with the 
Index expected to reach the 4,200 to 4,500 
‘mark in the next twelve months. 

This is good news for those invested di- 
rectly In equities or equity funds. Equity funds 
provide the highest potential returns for those 


"who are wiling to absorb losses or those who 
аге able to stand out large market swings. 
They are definitely not for the weak hearted 
but they present you the best option for capi- 
tal growth. 


to enter the stock market but do not have a lot 
‘of money to start with to achieve wide diversi- 


ket today is the BP! Equity Fund. 
Equity Funds are best for those who want 


fication. This is why these funds are currently 
very popular among aggressive investors. 
Among the equity funds available in the mar- 


As of 9 November 2007, BPI Equity Fund 
posted a year-to-date (YTD) net absolute re- 
turn of 24.06%. itis invested primarily in listed 
stocks at the Philippine Stock Exchange. As 


эп actively-managed fund, it employs active 
Investment strategies such as stock picking, 
market timing and asset allocation decisions. 
Thus, an investor in the Fund need not worry 
about when to enter and leave the stock mar- 
ket since the managers of the fund take care 
of this. Investors are, however, advised to 
maintain a long-term investment horizon in 
‘order to maximize the earnings potential of 
his investment. 

Веюге an investor can actually invest in 
BPI Equity Fund or any other BP! Investment 


tionis given. 
Fund, he is made to undergo a Client Suit- 


ability Test (CST). The objective of this pro- 
cess Is to be able to recommend the right BPI 
Investment Fund suited to the client's invest- 
ment objectives, risk tolerance, preferences 
and experience. The decision to invest based 
on the recommendation is stil for the client to 
make. The certified UITF Marketing Person- 
nel is expected, however, to effectively and 
sufficiently communicate why the specific 
product is considered to be in the best inter- 
est of the client at the time the recommenda- 


vd 
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‘Fruit exports seen rising in '07 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI- 
culture expects an increase in 
fruit exports this year due to re- 
cent breakthroughs in meeting 
global phytosanitary require- 
ments. 

Last yea, fruit exports amount- 
ed to more than $700 million. 

Tn a recent gathering of fruit 
growers, Agriculture Secretary 
Arthur C. Yap said these break- 
throughs include the accredita- 
tion of four establishments in 
Manila, which will provide ex- 
tended hot water dip treatment. 
services for mangoes bound for 
China. 

‘The DA is also stepping up ef- 
forts to meet stringent phy- 
tosanitary requirements to en- 


ets энш 


able the entry of mangoes from 
Davao del Sur and Luzon to ma- 
jor markets such as the United 
States and Australia. 

Aseries of extensive field sur- 
veys and studies, funded by the 
US Department of Agriculture 
and Australia, are also being 
conducted nationwide. 

Through the BPI, the DA is 
conducting a survey in 16 man- 
go-producing provinces in the 
Visayas, which will be complet- 
ed next year. 

A similar survey was also 
done in Sarangani. 

After Visayas, the USDA sur- 
wey will cover 27 other 
provinces in Mindanao. 

“All of these efforts are ex- 
pected to further boost our 
mango exports, which last year 


amounted to more than $46 
million, of which $24 million 
was in the form of fresh man- 
goes," Yap said. 

Yap added that the DA will 
"continue to pursue initiatives 
and provide technical and logis- 
tics assistance to enable our 
fruit growers, processors and 
exporters to comply with global 
phytosanitary standards, and 
thus tap huge export poten- 
tials.” 

‘According to Yap, these in- 
clude support services for small 
farmers such as the distribution 
of virus-free planting materials, 
credit, post-harvest and mar- 
keting assistance and the con- 
struction of packing houses. 

Other services include the par- 
ticipation in international trade 


Bu 


missions and food exhibitions; 
improving transport of farm 
goods; and tapping bagsakan 
centers and barangay food termi- 
nals to help fruit growers sell 
their produce. 

For bananas, the GMA-HVCC 
Program is targeting a 7.99-per- 
cent growth to 7.345 million 
metric tons in 2007, from last 
year's production of 6.801 mil- 
lion MT. 

Mango production, on the 
other hand, is projected to grow 
7.10 percent this year to 
984,135 MT from 918,877 MT 
in 2006. 

Tor pineapples, the DA is pro- 
jecting production to reach 
1.925 million MT in 2007, up by 
5 percent ftom 1.834 million 
MT in 2006. 


RP seeks heip | 


in battling coco pest 


THEPHILIPPINES HAS sought pecially the millions of small 
the help of the world’s top co- farmers and’ their families 
conut producers in winning who depend on coconut 
the war against the pest that farming,” Agriculture Under- 
has threatened the future of secretary Jesus Emmanuel | 
coconut trade and production. Paras said during the forum. 

At the 44th session of the Paras told APCC members 
Asian and Pacific Coconut that the country "will value 
Community, the DA stressed your assistance, so we could 
that the world’s coconut pro- _ effectively wipe out brontispa 
ducers should pursue joint ef- " from inflicting damage in the 
forts to wipe out the coconut whole Asia-Pacific region." 
leaf beetle or Brontispa Next to Indonesia, the 
longissima gestro. Philippines is the world's sec- 

The beetle "scorches' the ond largest producer of co- 
coconut leaves and prevents conut products, with annual 


the tree from bearing fruit. ^ domestic trade and produc- 
“We are here forthe benefit tion valued at $800 million. 
of our stakeholders, most es- Amy R. Remo 
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Viva Com hopes to raise 
P1.85B in maiden offer 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


MOVIE PRODUCER AND ENTER- 
tainment content giant Viva Com- 
munications Inc. (Viva Com) aims 
to generate up to P1.85 billion in 


Apart from repaying its debt, Vi- 
va Com will use the proceeds to fuel 
expansion, such as programming 
for additional cable channels, ac- 
quisition of films and production, 
and conversion of the company's 


pany has a presence in all aspects of 
the content distribution chain, re- 
leasing material through theatres, 
free TV domestic and foreign pay 
ТУ live productions and new media 
outlets, such as mobile phone tele- 


fresh capital from its planned initial film library into digital format, vision and SMS or MMS. 55 r3 

public offer of new and existing Francisco sai Entertainment content can now {gzs — 45 Lm и и чы ш Pepe 

shares, its underwriter said. BDO Capital and Investment also be viewed on-line via the Inter- B н ft моя Farc Нади Con. 1 1 1 1 10000 
Тһе fresh funds will allow Viva Corp. was tasked to underwrite ог net. d ик. и мым ы 1 18600 

сот to acquire new technology to manage the public offer. The com-  Itisestimatedthatnontheatrical $4 ay) p m ehe ми ш ET TT 

meet growing demand for content pany has also tapped ONL Consul- revenues now account for at least 129000 01 ‘ThePiiopeStockEschangeinc. 125000 128000 121500 121500 10000 

in various formats. tants Inc. as financial adviser. 15 percent of the total generated 25000 13000 Sint opa 24000 24000 20000 240000 d 


BDO Capital & Investment Corp. 
president Eduardo Francisco said 
Viva is offering a total of 142.9 mil- 

lion shares at between P9.72 and 
P12.93 apiece. This could raise be- 
tween P1.39 to P1.85 billion in 
gross proceeds, 

Of the total offer, approximately 
92.86 million will comprise prima- 


Viva Com was established in 
1981, consolidating the Viva Group 
of Companies’ dominant position as 
provider of entertainment content 
for Filipino audiences in various 
media all over the world. 

Viva Com is composed of film 
production arm Viva Productions 
Inc., talent development and man- 


by a single film, industry sources 
said. 

Demand for Filipino content has 
expanded beyond local shores. 

In 2006, about two percent of Vi- 
va Com's licensing revenues were 
from international sales. 

This figure is expected to grow as 
subscriptions to Viva Com's Filipino 


ту or new shares that could rise up agement company Viva Artists’ movie channel, Pinoy Box Office, 52 22 Assami cor XC ae. ma 
to P1.2 billion for the company at Agency and home video distributor increase inareaswherethechannel 27 100 (иршшк er BEA vy ier 
the maximum price range pro- Viva Video Inc. is currently available, such as Eu- e 2 зотон on an. “as а 485 E 
posed. Viva Com produces motion pic- rope, Japan, the Middle East and j amo on 0000 

Roughly 35 percent of the com- tures, licenses archived film materi- the United States, and as the chan- iy = y ee S Sa 
pany will be sold to the public al, manages artists and distributes nel's reach expands beyond these 88 Ej San Miguel Cor. & ш и оз 75350 
through the primary offer. home video products in DVD (digi- countries. их L- MEE — me яз че мє E RUN dd 


The secondary offering, or shares 
to be sold by existing shareholders, 
will consist of 49.99 million shares, 
which could raise P646 million for 


the selling shareholders. films and television clips. The com- old. 

eTelecare eyes different form of listing Pearl 

By Ronnel W. Domingo PSE would remove certain trade on the Nasdaq Global Asi i o ec E E 
Philippine regulatory re- Market, listing on the PSE ian 08 179 Анын J js 

NASDAQ-LISTED CONTACT quirements that made it would make this conversion um vy RR AT. ч 

center firm eTelecare Global тоге difficult for common easier,” the firm explained. beefs Up im cm Акадо ч 

Solutions announced over shareholders to convert their Тһе firm operates 13 con- D 0 000 ме Er 

theweekend that itintendsto shares into American Deposi- tact centers here and in the 

list by way of introduction on` tory Shares. United States. Six such facili- ranks of 

the Philippine Stock Ех. ADS represents equity ina ties may be found in Man- 

change on Nov. 20. firm that was incorporated daluyong, Makati, Quezon 1 

Tea statement, eTelecare outside the United States Ci Muntinlupaand Cebu. ПМПЄГЅ 
said that it does not intend to which, when collectively rep- The firm has at least 


raise capital when it lists on 
the PSE. The move will only 
allow shareholders to trade 
their common shares on the 
local bourse. 

Listing by way of introduc- 
tion does not require a firm to 
sell shares to the public. 

The Quezon City-based 
company said listing on the 


commor 


their cor 
which 


resented in an American De- 
pository Receipt issued by а 
US bank, could be traded on 
American exchanges just like 
an American stock. 
"Although. 


ways were able to convert 


tal versatile disc) and VCD (video 
compact disc) forms. 

Tt is also owns the largest library 
of Filipino films, with almost 2,000 


the Philippines. 

Last week, 
(eTelecare) 
m shareholders al- 
quarter, driven 
тюп shares to ADS, centincreasein 
they subsequently 


10,000 employees in both 
sides of the Pacific some 80 
percent of which is based in 


ported that its revenues went 
up by 25 percent in the third 


its Philippine к= 


The Viva Group is led by its chair 
and chief executive officer Vic Del 
Rosario Jr, who co-founded Vicor 
Music Corp. when he was 19 years 


PEARL ASIAN MIN- 
ing Industries Inc. 
has announced that 
it will beef up its 
corps of professionals. 
in the field as it starts 
gearing up its Gango 
gold mill in Bukid- 
non for round-the- 
clock operations. 
Company chief ex- 


eTelecare re- 


by а 64per- 
eamings from 


5A 


PTT 


ecutive Jason Pia- 
monte said in a state- 
ment that the firm 
had begun a 30-day 
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Greater economies of scale, 
enhanced competitiveness 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE LOCAL STOCK MARKET 
must merge with other exchanges 
їп the the Asean if it wants to re- 
main relevant and competitive. 
vis-a-vis its regional rivals over 
the next decade, an international 
consultancy group said. 

Ina study published recently, 
McKinsey & Co. warned that 
Asean bourses face the risk of 
being marginalized by stock ex- 
changes in the West, which had 
pursued mergers or alliances to 
better corner the market. 

“For the first time, mergers of 
exchanges across national 
boundaries are becoming a re- 
ality, leading to greater 
economies of scale,” it said. 


Lack of depth, global scale 

“In contrast, the independent 
exchanges of Southeast Asia, 
with their lower liquidity and 
sub-scale trading and clearing 
facilities, face a serious risk of 
being left behind," it warned. 

“The firm said that despite their 
strong performance in recent 
months, Asean stock markets re- 
mained inferior to larger mar- 
kets like Hong Kong and Japan. 

“The heart of the problem is 
the lack of depth and global 
scale in Southeast Asia’s capital 
markets" McKinsey said. 
“While Malaysia and Singapore 
have relatively deep ones, the 
domestic capitalization of their 
counterparts in Indonesia, the 
Philippines and Thailand is sub- 
stantially below GDP (gross do- 
mestie product). 

McKinsey said the average 
market capitalization-to-GDP ra- 
tiofor most developed economies 
stood at 1.5 times GDP or more. 

The Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE) has surpassed 
this level in recent months due 
to the strong influx of foreign 
portfolio investments which 
have pushed local stock prices 
to near-record highs. 

At present, the total market 
value of all 313 firms listed оп 
the PSE stands at P8.8 trillion. 
In contrast, the country's GDP is 
expected to hit at least P6.2 tril- 


lion by the end of 2007, putting 
the value of the local stock mar- 
ket at 1.4 times GDR 


Low turnover, high cost 

Other woes that the PSE 
shares with markets in the re- 
gion include a relatively low 
Turnover rate and relatively 
higher transaction costs com- 
pared to Western counterparts. 

“In every regional market ex- 
cept Thailand, an average share is 
traded less than once every two 
years, placing Southeast Asia's ex- 
changes far behind those in devel- 
oped markets and most of those 
in Northern Asia," McKinsey said. 

Because of this, the cost of 
trading stands about 50 percent 
higher in Southeast Asia than in 
Northern Asia (mainly Japan and 
Korea) and 250 percent higher 
than in developed markets. 

“The cost of liquidity, or the 
price impact of making a trade, 
was 50 percent higher than in 
Northern Asia and 200 percent 
higher than in the West,” the 
study said. “Therefore, raising 
equity was 2-4 percent more ex- 
pensive for Southeast Asian is- 
suers than for their counter- 
parts in more mature markets.” 


Regional integration 

The study warned that if South- 
east Asia's exchanges continue to 
pursue a “fully independent fu- 
ture,” most of them risk falling be- 
hind or being "cherry-picked" in 
acquisitions by their rivals. 

"Regional integration, by con- 
trast, would change this picture 
fundamentally" it said. "Last year 
the five main Asean exchanges, if 
combined, would have ranked as 
the 15th largest exchange in the 
‘world and the third largest in Asia, 
after Tokyo and Hong Kong.” 

“In the short term, thanks to 
favorable domestic regulations 
and the natural pooling effect of 
domestic liquidity, the immedi- 
ate threat to Southeast Asia's ex- 
changes is limited,” the study 
said. “However, the longer-term 
threat is very real, and once 
clear warning signs appear—for 
example, when liquidity starts to 
decline—it may be too late.” 


ETON PROPERTIES PHILIP- 
pines Inc, the real-estate arm of 
tycoon Lucio Tan, is set to 
launch by December or January 
the first phase of its sprawling 
township dubbed “Eton Mega 
City” in Cabuyao, Laguna. 

The project is expected to 
help boost activity in the south- 
em portion of Metro Manila. 

During a thanksgiving din- 
ner for Eton clients Friday 
night, company president 
Danilo Ignacio unveiled the 
masterplan for “Lake Village," 
a 150-hectare island home de- 
velopment surrounded by a 
man-made lake. This will be 
the first phase of the 1,000- 
hectare Eton Mega City. 

Ignacio said the man-made 
lake will cover 17 hectares 
and may be about 5-6 feet 
deep. Investors may buy lots 
of at least 500 square meters. 

Ignacio said four to five "is- 
lands" of one hectare each 
would be "built" and each "is- 
Jand” would comprise 10 res- 

lential lots, 

"We received an offer to 
buy one island for P100 mil- 
lion. If you buy 10 lots or one 
island, you get the naming 
rights,” Ignacio said without 
naming the prospective buyer. 

Foster City in San Francis- 
co, an island built on engi- 
neered landfill on the bay, 
served as the inspiration for 
the design of Lakeside Vil- 


Eton to launch mega 
city project in Laguna 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


lage. Housing developments 
in Foster City surround an 80- 
hectare artificial lagoon. 

Eton Mega City is envi- 
sioned to become the "Makati 
City of the South.” The project 
will include a golf course anda 
central business district of 100 
hectares, which will host office 
buildings and retail spaces. 

The project will also in- 
clude a business hotel (a four- 
star hotel without ballrooms), 
residential ‘components 
(could be house and lots, 
townhouses, medium-rise 
buildings) and a school such 
as the University of the East, 
which the Tan Group owns. 

Aside from its Laguna pro- 
ject, Eton will embark on a 
34-hectare beach resort pro- 
ject in Mactan, Cebu. This 
will help boost tourism in the 
city” Ignacio had said. The 
project, dubbed the Eton Re- 
sort, will be started next year. 

Balabac Resources and 
Holdings Co. Inc., now Eton, 
got the nod of its stockholders 
yesterday to change its business. 
purpose into that of a property 
company from a holding firm. 

Bron earlier said it was pour- 
ing P10 billion into residential, 
office and leisure projects in less 
than five years in a bid to be- 
come one of the top five biggest 
real-estate firms in the country. 

The Lucio Tan Group boasts of 
a vast experience in property de- 
velopment in Hong Kong, Shang- 
hai, Xiamen, Bejing and Guam. 
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котао 

ме. веке? 1,861,500 


EDT 
‘SRY. ROL LDG. 
Vel. FA E20 sm 
r] 
Contao St, САЛТО. SUBD. 
Ne. Be Price: P8,139,196 


эм scies cen ior. 
V. Los. 

(re She Gas Statin) 
P. Hernaez, Svest Et. 
Om reaS эло. 


Ш 1899 зуп. FAND som. 
(ie. ay am Whe Beaches 
prom 

Бор Pa, UP LAN CITY 
мо Dd Per? 32808) 


Si cur SINGLE STR 
өөп. зоб. 

1A 5.655 А Ім 
duin anga iod) 

Sa Ros, Анд OTY 
Hn. эсе 00000 


VL 1А s. PA 459 ул. 
гем дезе элей Fas MPC) 
Hear Oro Prox M» 

B леу, TON 

Mn. ва Price? 5685, 304 


эм донт SDL LOT 

1A DE san. 

cot t cages iy opt) 
с 

[d 


MINDANAO 


CAGAYAN DE ОКО 
Text 09217388885 


Si coo coven. LOT 
аят. 
(epee to Xaver) 
HANES ST. POBLACION 
[rn 


эм стола coven. Lor 
 MGéANGUS Bags S. Pob. 
(Neo Fotberace Cush) 
иле Mn Bide 


(et Za. HAL В жиде Sy НЫ) 
VA. 2,130 sgm. РА 338 sam. 
Super Nigran, KAUAI 
prr 


эн. соо? zsm HSE LOT 
VA. 1482 som FA. 173 ул. 
across te property of Oro Rama 
Mega Certe) PASAN 

Me. Bá Paie: 78,310,000 


d 


Si Oen aso. LOT 
Ve TD sam. 
‘Paranda co бел. Enn S5- 
[rd 


Mo. ва Расе 3083,85 


эм ри? HOUSES LOT 
WL зул 

(sear Papeas те) 
entrar аж Soma S5. 
MOLAR VLL. PIL Batanga 
pr 


эн omasa Cr LOT 
er 

ATL HIGHWAY Brgy Domo 
мп. Ва рка: РУз. 


чан риев ввоусОмм LOT 
1A. 157 зуп. 

тек Unvrity O mace 
Соха) 
Dona St, STA ANA DIST. 
Mn вара 2902100 


san DAS ASOLLOT 
зоот 

Бот Back DIST. OF TALONO 
[orn 


змн лаззат. 
LA S0473 жул. 
(ee Danao ноу Ty) 


зми DAE: 2512 HSER LOT 
иви san. PA 90 sam. 
ngt bend Famace Sta. Ana, 
Nata) STO. NINO COMMUNITY, 
pu 

Mt ва Prce: 72207000, 


змн рлавз AGRI LOT 
акъ 

Upper Piesa, TORIL DIST 
Ma. варакро 


зан рай HOUSE B LOT 
LA. 805 sam. FA. 216 som. 
Mear Potcen Brgy. al 
ELPIDIO QUIRINO AvE. 
Bar ob. De 

a Ba Proe: 080000, 


эм paves2 aS LOT 
їл.4д жул. 

тигу нон, Bago 

Mn. Bá Pree: P7506 


SIM oasa acri LOT 
LA 1604 som (near NIA RA) 
Brgy. Det Pla, NEW CORELLA 
мо, ва Pcr? 96,30 


SIM ON HOUSE & LOT 
V. 14,214 зуп. РА. 380 уа. 
(Song нап патна). 
вас. BAGUMBAYAN, Lupon 
мо. вартага 


GENERAL SANTOS 
Text 09267666746 


эм ascia con tor wr 
IMPROVEMENT 

14730 т татыш 
(BESIDE Cina Bort). 
SSITIAGO BOULEVARD, 


pod 


эн cec mor Lor 
140987 sq. 


Mo. id рн? ца 


эм escis mot LOT 
VA 10.304 sm, 

BO. OF тамак (CU Rd) 
Me. Bá oce? 2,165,600, 


эн сэс RSOLLOT 
"nr 

(rex Monsanto yid Farm) 
‘egy. АА Purok IBLAGAO 
Me. ва Pi P4 250,000 


эн. сус conn. tor 
LATTE sq. (ror farmer. 
Boyt Nec House) 
Phere Bv. co; Salazar 
8 Veterans Ss. 

BRGY. DADIANGAS SOUTH 
Mn. Ве Pree 242,100 


мо. Bé Prce PL 538,60 


эм Sch HOUSE & OT 
їАбїхт РАМ 
(metes nay from Desmar 
Macs) ROKAS ST. (pear 555) 


Me. Bd Prce:P3931,576 


эм хз! HOUSE LOT 
lA iS уп FA 194 sqm 
ROSAS ST. 

Me. Ba Picea SASL 


Si sciss AGRI Lor. 
VATRZS SOR 

(Nx S. Pete Cape) 
lante. BO. OF НАА, 
ме. эе Pree: 9256530 


эн csciss most ior 
VIS ian. 

(nex MGTK Pshing Indy) 
50. OF AMBLER 
pe 


LA 701,716 зул. 
ана БЕС. MOMS, Con RA 
ago, near wi Bey. Makar) 
[rr 


[rr 


SAH азе mot tor 
TA 

ногу HIGHWAY CALUMPANG, 
Boy Motor 

мп, Pe: PA. 863, 560, 


эн. coeur IL LOT 
Ал їн уп. 
Hala рл канен. 


ora CAMPING 
pd 


эн scis cow LOT 
їл. 206306 sqm. 

Bo. отказанно 
Me, Bd тке: 89,168 


MISAMIS 
Text 09217388885 


‘San MISMB HOUSE BLOT 
MALSTA Айт 
‘AUBIN, Masami Oneal 
a, Pc: P,834,260, 


NORTH COTOBATO 
Text 09157470332 


эн кстст LOT 
METI 
ons a, Brgy. auam, 
Wap 

He. Bd re 9,633,750 


sancnar RSOLLOT WI 
тюбе 

Үт зуп PA 1,320 som 
roy ation, KABABACAN 
Me DS Pros 2,550,000 


SOUTH COTABATO 
Text 09157470332 


si scr most tor wr 
p 

iAMODSqm PAID sqm 
LIGTAS VILAGE, Cannery Re, 
Panok (near Тората 
Tower) 

Mrs Sd Price: 72,550,000, 


FOR DETAILS, CALL THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., MONDAY TO SUNDAY, 7:AM TO 7:PM 


TEL. NOS.: (02) 534-9686 / (02) 534-97: 


25 


CELLPHONE NO.: 


p"——————————— ы STAA ASSET MANAGEMENT ROPOAS, МЕ М релиз ы, 


0919-5649933 


Erie tor ЦА ESE rri perte rere 


“ЧЛ 
sescomssouor 4] 
З 47 sm 
esr Stra lor Tom a) 
FoB. STO. NNO 
i re: 5.727725, 


эм стим HOUSE BLOT 
JAZZ 687 sam PAUS sqm 
ner Bonzo Feri) 

Bo тутп, POBLACION 
[5 

ма. Bé Price: P,64,975 


эм _SCTIB6 олоти 
КЗ 

MASH sqm 
POBLACION STO. NINO 
He, варке: 243450 


Sanser HOUSE & LOT 
Ш, LOT) san. PA. 170 n. 
PUROK SAMPRGUTTA 

Pe. Sio. мю 

Ма, BaP’ 4,560,250 


SULTAN KUDARAT 
"Text 09157470332 


эм элэ? NSDL LOT 
AL Gees Меди) 
BO. DANSUL, son 

Mo, B Pree: P2700 


эм ла теу COH 
‘amos 

MATOM Зат 
олно ve. Jebhcon, 
толо Cry 

ме. Bs Pat 94799 85 


эм suni HOUSE aor 
lave cot Fs Sis. 

(nea Esperanza Mu. High Sch) 
шә fr меме 
inum ma Р 17709, 
asm 1050 Р 30050 


эм эля HOUSE BLOT 
ТА ийт 
(pes RCBC un] 

‘Ang Varia Rd, 
кийн Ion, 

мо. Ва Price: P4990 


TAGUM 
Text 09267666746 


Mr. Bá Pee PLES A0 


Ss Tonos most от 
Оа 

нег San Vete Ferrer Capa) 
зоон 

Mp. ватка 


ээм таи AGRE RAW LAND. 
ид 441 sam 

емтрт Col) 

VISAYAN VILAGE. 

мо. Bd Pe 5,973,698 

зан Tomass нова LOT 
Prey . 
HEL ише, ry on Wage 
ма. вакеў?л8117 


эм Tos] COMM LOT 
Quiome П St PRK. LAPU-LAPU, 
ордро 

(ane NC back of 25 Gaisano) 

Лалев Mn. Вере 

p 3 
33001 ы Р 25,308,500 


эм тонай ssot tor 
Азр зет. 

New Ufe ites Сыра) 
PUROK ORANGE VALLEY, 
ноозод 

мес Варесе: 6375000 


ма. Bo ce SQ 


эн Towss HOUSE 8 LOT 
147, 456 sam РА 106 sam 
(reor vac Son) 

DOMINGO SUBD, Maguigo 


Равот 
мп. ва Pec: 7622160 


эмт conn. DG 
1418, 830 уп FA, 17 sam 
(neo Prst Consotdted Ban) 
PIGSISANGAI RD, 

во Manan, 

м. веке 92340966. 


SIN TOT] HOUSES LOT 
Porc Palmera, VISAYAN VILAGE 
(near Menyan Bem. Sch) 
lae тма 

mm айт 

iMm йт 
[E 


Su Ton RDL LOT 
VISAYAN VILAGE 


Mo, Ba Price: P4502,575 


Su Tons AGRLLOT 
1A. 62900 sam. 

BRGY. CANOCOTAN (San sk) 
(neo Seat Cocpit Avera) 

No. Bá Pree 2, 36,000 


зн лонз 12 RDL LOTS 
ГҮЯ 

Paro Coon VISAYAN VILAGE „ 
мо. Bd Pc: P660,250 


Sen лони RSOL LOT W 
INPROVEVENT 
VAM UPS FA 1, 062 sgm. 


[BIS 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2007 


Honda Civic price adjustments bared 


HONDA CARS PHILIPPINES INC (HCPI) 
has announced plans to adjust the suggest- 
ed.retail prices of its award-winning com- 
pact sedan, the Honda Civic. Effective Nov. 
15, all Honda Civic powered with 1.8 li 
iVTEC engine will experience minimal 
price adjustments. The 1.8-liter V variants 
will be increased by P13,000. Honda Civic 
1:8-liter V with manual transmission will be. 
priced at P790,000, while the automatic 
"transmission will be priced at P830,000. On 
the other hand, the 1.8-liter S variants will 
increase by as much as P11,000. Honda 
Civic 1.8-liter S with manual transmission 
‘will be priced at P855,000 and P895,000 


Theannouncement ends the introducto- 
1y prices announced in April 2006, when 
the eighth-generation Civic was intro- 
duced to the Philippine market. The Civic 
has taken the local automotive industry by 
storm and has won back-to-back premier 
accolades in the country. Named the Car of 
the Year by the Car Awards Group Inc (Ca- 
gi) and Automobile of the Year during the 
Srd Auto Focus People's Choice Awards 
(AFPC), it continues to be the best-selling 
model in the passenger car segment with 
6,494 units sold from January to October 
2007. 

The Civic comes with the revolutionary i- 


coupled with unparalleled fuel efficiency. 
Capable of producing 140 ps at 6300 rpm 
for 1.8-liter engine and 155 ps at 6000 rpm 
for 2.0-liter DOHC engine, the Civic offers 
spirited driving performance while achiev- 
ing minimum levels of fuel consumption. 

The Civic also boasts of a Mono Form 
Sport design that features dynamic flowing 
upper body and muscular lower body, earn- 
ing esteem for its innovative interior and 
exterior styling. 

This best-selling sedan can be yours 
through Honda's low downpayment or low 
monthly plans. Experience the Civic's pow- 
erful yet fuel-efficient iVTEC engine, 


only P9,116 a month with 50- 
percent downpayment. Opt for 
the low 15-percent downpay- 
ment plan and bring home the 
Civic for as low as P118,500. 
The Civic is available in Al- 


Black, Habanero Red, Bluish 
Silver, and an exclusive Pearl 
White Mica color for the 2.0- 
liter S-L variant. 

For more details, call any 


for the automatic transmission. 


VTEC engine, which delivers optimal power 


The Grand Towers rises in Manila 


‘THE GRAND TOWERS, A 42-STO- 
ту twin tower condominium devel- 
opment, is rising along historic Vito 
Cruz Street, right in front of Rizal 
Memorial Sports Complex near Taft 
Avenue. 

The newest residential land- 
mark in Manila developed by 
Moldex Land Inc consists of two 
42-story towers with a total of 
1,800 units majestically laid out 
on a lot of more than 4,000 sqm. 
The twin tower provides 3,000 
sqm for the Grand Podium Deck 
which consists of first-rate leisure 
and amenities that are all geared 
towards the promotion of a bal- 
anced well-being and a convenient 
lifestyle. 

This high-rise residence can es- 
sentially sustain itself. Commer- 
cial units cover the entire first 
floor, A full floor of condominium 
facilities and amenities comprise 
the Deck. Lush gardens punctuate 
strategic areas of the deck. An out- 


door and whirlpool spa, a gaming 
lounge, safe children’s play- 
ground, fully equipped fitness cen- 
ter, and an expansive multi-pur- 
pose hall comprise the recreation- 
al area of the building. Add to this 
a wi-fi enabled study area and a 
full service concierge at the 
ground floor. 

With its complete amenities, 
one does not need to go out of the 
building for recreational needs. 
But itis a comfort to know that the 
location of the Grand Towers al- 
lows one to go to all points of the 
Metro in a matter of minutes. The 
surroundings of the Grand Towers 
are a cornucopia of scenes that 
make up the soul of Manila. Access 
to the Grand Towers from Quezon 
City and Makati is made possible 
by its proximity to the LRT station. 
Surrounding the condominium is 
the Rizal Memorial Sports Com- 
plex, De La Salle University, C 
lege of St. Benilde, St. Scholast 


ca’s College, Century Park Hotel 
and Harrison Plaza and the various 
tourist spots in Manila like Luneta, 
Intramuros and the various attrac- 
tions along Roxas Boulevard 

With unit prices that start at 
P1.4 million, the Grand Towers is 
made even more affordable 
through flexible,  easy-to-own 
schemes via Pag-Ibig and in-house 
financing. One can choose from a 
studio type or a one, two or three 
bedroom unit carefully planned to 
suit modern city living. 

‘The Grand Towers is where resi- 
dential needs and investment op- 
portunities meet. Used as a home 
or as an investment, its value in- 
creases because of the projects 
unique location and features. 

Interested parties who wish to 
view the site can call 522- 
2675/528-1249, or visit the office 
at the ground floor of the Golden 
Bay Hotel, Padre Faura corner Rox- 
as Boulevard, Ermita, Manila. 


above-class features and overall style for 


abaster Silver, 


Nighthawk 


Honda dealership or log on to 
www.hondaphil.com. 


Figaro celebrates its 15th 
year in coffee 


THIS NOVEMBER MARKS Fl 
GARO COFfee Company's en- 
trance into its 15th year of serving 
great coffee grown by Filipino 
farmers and now served around 
the country, from Baguio to Davao 
and all the key cities in between 
such as Bacolod and soon Iloilo 
and Cebu. 1 
On Nov. 14, the first 15 cus- К 
tomers of all Figaro coffee shop [^ 
will get free coffee. Figaro serves |5,5 
freshly brewed coffee, a variety 
of ice blended frozen drinks, espres- 
so-based cappuccinos, lattes and 
mochas and new additions such as 
Caramel Frost Light and Caramel Cap- 
puccino Light. 
Mark the date, Nov. 14. Enjoy 
breakfast at Figaro's streetside loca- 
tions and your first morning coffee at 


any of Figaro's locations in the coun- 
trys major malls. Figaro also has 
kiosks serving to-go coffee in Citibank 
Tower, BPI Card center on Paseo de 
Roxas, Terminal 2 airport, PNB Main 
Office in Pasay, or log on to www.fi- 
garocoffee.com for the locations near 
you. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


[WANTED IMMEDIATELY | 


ACCOUNTING STAFF - Male/Female. 21-28 years od, Graduate of 
BS Accountancy, can work with minimal supervision, wiling to work long hours 
HR ANALYST/OFFICER - Male/Female. 21-28 years old, Graduate 
of BS Psychology or any related course, Pleasing personality 

IT STAFF - Male. 21-28 years old, Graduate of IT related course, Knows how 
to troubleshoot computers, Able to use Visual Basie Programming 
SECRETARY - Male/Female. 21-26 years old, Graduate of Custom 
‘Administration course, has knowledge in Cargo/Shipment 

Interior Designer - Male/Female. 21-28 years old, Graduate of BS Interior 
Design, pleasing personality. 

Technician - Male/Female. 21-30 years old, Graduate of any 2 year vocational 
course, knowledge in electronic troubleshooting and installing 

Also Hiring : Promodizers, Graphic Artist, Data Encoder, 
Office Staff, Marketing Officer, Receptionist, Messenger, 
Service Crew, Bartender 


Interested applicants apply in person bring 2 copies of resume and 
2pos. 2x2 pictures. No fees are to be collected. 


MLS' Builder & Service Corporation 
„Unit 15-D, 15 Floor 358 Petron Mega Plaza 

Gil Puyat Avenue, Brgy. Bel Air, Makati 

Tel, No, 844-5545 


S.H. ENTERPRISE INC. 
SITE OPERATIONS MANAGER / 
ASSISTANT OPERATIONS MANAGER 
‘uotteauans: тез Ме 3 years вратете one ате el, 
Na лоя how 0 speak Korean puse 
(osm 257350] 2527950 / 2527960 ax Ne (087) 2527331 
dotata 83 а ot tice Netus 
зс Bay tras Part, Pose, 
эс Bay Freeper oec may sa тле as ш: 
анкара озата com. 


RYKERDLL 
RENT-A-UAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1878716 | 1964371 

09213497170 


JAPAN COMPANY OPENS IN CEBU & (RGAYAN DE ORO 
ao QUALITY SURPLUS TRUCKS 


ASSISTS & RECOMMENDS 
ACCREDITED FINANCING 
INSTHTUDIDNS 


-DUMPTRUCH, 10 WHEELER-10PC, 10PD, 12PD 
-FORUIRRD-G HOLES, 25 ft corgo, GHET-T (260HP) 
-FORWAND DUMPTAUCK онєт 

-£LF CARGO TRUCK (168 cargo box) 


CEBU BA: 32-3466680: 032-4227537 * CAGNYAR BA: 088-8563033 


CEBU 999 TRADING 


к=п 
Qu 
ыы 


[09178854040 


Where you 
find the best. 
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Read it every Sunday 
in the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


ТЕСТЫ 


Dare to ash. Be an Inquirer. 


Securi 


CLASSIFIED 
More Classified Ads 


Manila Banking . : 
s and Exchange Commission. 
Philippine National Oil Company 


NATIONAL 


The Wrlest Real С1 азбен 


OBITUARIES 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


This is to inform the public that 


ROSARIO MAXIMA HENSON 
has been issued WARRANTS OF ARREST by the 
Municipal Trial Court of Mabalacat, Pampanga as per 
Criminal Case numbers 06-133 to 06-146. Any information 
that may lead to her arrest may be communicated to Raine 
at tel. no. (045) 961-8115 / 961-6774. 


ACASH REWARD awaits the informant. 


(PO-Nov. 58 12,2007) 


NOTICE OF CHANGE OF STOCK CERTIFICATES 
OF PAL HOLDINGS, INC. 


Please be advised that the Securities and Exchange Commission 
approved on January 19, 2007 the Company's Amended Articles of 
Incorporation and Certificate of Increase of Capital Stock reflecting the 
change in the corporate name from “Baguio Gold Holdings Corpora- 
tion” to “PAL HOLDINGS, INC." and the increase in authorized capital 
stock from"P400 million divided into 400 million shares with a par value 
of P1.00 per share" to “P20 BILLION DIVIDED INTO 20 BILLION 
SHARES WITH A PAR VALUE OF P1.00 PER SHARE.” As a result of 

[| tne foregoing. the Company will change the old stock certificates and 
issue new stock certificates reflecting the said changes. 


Any stockholder desiring to have their stock certificates replaced 
with the new certificates under the new corporale name and authorized 
capital stock of P20 billion, may surrender its/his/herftheir old stock 
certificates to the Stock and Transfer Agent, Allied Banking Corpora- 
tion — Trust and Investments Division, 4/F Alied Bank Center, 6754 
Ayala Avenue, Макай Cily from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and from 1:30 to 
4:00 p.m. The Stock and Transfer Agent will notify the respective share- 
holders when to claim the new stock certificates. 


For inquiries, you may call telephone по. 816-33-11 local 3228/ 
3206 and ask for Mr. Francis Doroja. 
Thank you. 
(Original Signed) 
MA. CECILIA L. PESAYCO 


1PDI-Nax. 12 18,200) Corporate Secretary 


on the 15th Death Anniversary of 
Lt. Roy Quintin S. Alcudia Jr. 


Masses will be offered today, Nov. 12, 2007 at the following churches: 
St. Michael Parish, Tag 
Santuario San Antonio, For 
Guimbal Parish loo. 
‘Alimodian Parish, Iloilo. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Makati 


30 m. 
12:15 noon 
630 sm. 
600 ат. 
6:00 am, 


Please pray for the eternal repose of his soul 
From his parents, brothers & sister 


An obituary with a picture 
can be a fitting tribute to 
your departed loved one. 


Always caring. 


INQUIRER 
Obituaries 


© Copy of Death Certificate: 


© Any identification document (ED. 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


“Eternal life will 
swallow up that 
which con die, God 
mode us for this 
very reason and 
He has given us 
the Spirit as a 
guarantee that we 
wil live again,” 


—2 Corinthians 5:4-5 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


рше отетш] Special PROJECT С 090 


ТКС Steel Corporation 
Application and Settlement Procedures for Local Small Investors 


1. The Local Small Investors (1151) program will be managed by the Lead Underwriter, FirstMetro Photocopy of two (2) valid and current government-issued IDs (e.g., SSS, GSIS, Driver's License, 
Investment Corporation together with First Metro Securities Brokerage Corporation and Citisecon- Passport or PRC). For joint accounts/multiple investors in one application, two (2) valid IDs per ac- 
line, who are tasked to receive LSI applications from 9:00 am November 6, 2007 to 12:00 nn of count/investor are also required. 

November 12, 2007. Payment (cash or Metro Manila clearing check). All check payments must be made payable to "TK 
2, Upon application, an LSI applicantis required to submitthefollowingdocuments FOO" and dated as of the date of submission of the application and crossed for deposit. 
Four (4) copies of the fully accomplished TKC Steel Corporation Application to Subscribe/Purchase з as required by the PSE for all subscribers to the FOO shares, LSI appli i 
li - E , LSI applicants should lodge his/her 
and one (1) copy of a duly executed signature Эн which сал E ecu bus First Metro Investment shares with the Philippine Depository and Trust Corporation ("PDTC") and is required to nominate a 
Corporation, First Metro Securities Brokerage Corporation or Citis 5 PDTC participant (subject to the latter's confirmation) to whom his/her shares will be lodged. The 
FIRST METRO INVESTMTENT CORPORATION broker i required to sign-off on the LA's filly accomplished TKG Steel Corporation application ta 
Binondo Makati Битии A з 
G/F Wellington Building 20/F GT Tower International, Ayala Avenue 4. Multiple bookings (two or more applications by the same applicant) will not be allowed. Each 
Plaza Lorenzo Ruiz, Binondo, Manila сог НМ Dela Costa Street, Makati City 151 applicant may subscribe to not more than PhP 25,000 worth of FOO shares. 
Tel Nos. 241 4301 to 07 "Tel Nos. 840 5751 / 858 7900 5. The duly received and accepted application of the LSI applicant will be made available for distri- 


bution at the office where the applicant submitted his/her application thi (3) trading d: ifter list- 
FIRST METRO SECURITIES BROKERAGE CORPORATION чаре т а Мааа данаа, 
‘Unit 1515, 15/F Tower 1 & Exchange Plaza Prior to the release of the duly n licati: i 
, ly received and accepted application, an LSI applicant is required to 
ш em corner Paseo de Roxas, present any valid ID for proper identification while the representative of the LSI applicant is required. 
Ma me ahs 4133 t034/ 89195141017 to present an authorization letter and proper identification documents. 


CITISECONLINE 
Unit 2703-C East Tower, Philippine Stock Exchange Centre, TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE SALE/PURCHASE 


Exchange Road Ortigas Centre, Pasig City 


Tel Nos. 633 3777 OF OFFER SHARES IN TKC STEEL CORPORATION 


s ; Red MES Nu cues ЕО ае 
mor fü ОООО 
A nce тко тиш. гй р 
gu EU A ЫЫ 
APPLICATION ТО РОВОНАВЕ CUM Uer ‘Offer Shares, 47,000,000 Offer Shares are being offered for distribution to the Trading Participants of the PSE. The 23,500,000 Of- 
Primary Offer of 235,000,000 Common Shares ("Offer Shares") fer Shares are being offered to the Local Small Investors ("LSI") of which 11,750,000 Offer Shares will be made available by thie 
Калыш ыллыан Шашыла 


is Blea os Foam Cod nias copa ий) оле (1) Ur sud а poymer br apprta ааа mnd lroged arias min b куё Py л 
tenta нд kt Rar 1200 an, Mani Tine en Thus Nene 18,2007 Appleone eed барди о йлн те aces sacr bb wil bo ead. 2. Eligible Investor- Investment in the Offer Shares is open to any person of legal age or duly organized and existing согройа- 

ves ny nba wein th pan tons, partnerships or other corporate entities regardless of nationality or citizenship. 

sg to aceupt or pln whl or bn pt is pean. 

Адема тушуму o nemo ccomghad тыу : rough бе Laad Under, rentes ipto 3. Offer Price The Offer Price for the Offer Shares is P 9.68 per Offer Share. 
‘Sect би Ofer Эмин vallo Адали nba munere ce eprops. 
‘ote une yn tia did a a eig шейин s eni би rl Ppa dtd Nove 0 20, d by ба Company wih Pipe Баћа (PE en | 4. Offer Period- The Ofer Period shali commence at 9 am on November 09, 2007 and shall close at 12 nn on November 15; 
Nowe 8,207 and uploaded oia PSE s abit, as may be amended or supplemented. 2007 for LSIs, PSE Trading Participanis and investors. The Company and the Lead Underwriter hereby reserve the right to extend 
ems те, тири ин инин М ta Corp tvs eed emn hl ode a do mind pureso num bna Conga andha | or terminate the Offer Period at any time, with the approval of the Piin Securities and Exchange Commision and Philippine 
Atte a a ba Oa Sore at фа ита. i mane, and secto | бе condtes aat oth Мик 0) a Company's recept of е аррераце рот kom the | Stock Exchange. " 
Акат Бара tug а бм Ote Shri bo PSE nd (pen P илиг л ad prat estos of ба Land Under becoming окопов nd nl bg 
gens orte et canceled ener blo кий ing. 5, Subscription Amount -Applicants may subscribe toa minimum of 1,00 shares and, thereafter, multiples of 1,000 олуу Any 
other order amount wil be rejected. 


[APPLICATION е 
[71 ване агана IATA ETA 6. Application and Acceptance A duly and fully accomplished Application in four (4) copies together with опе (1) duly exe- 


E n cuted signature card, payment by check drawn against а bank in Metro Manila and made payable to"TKC РОО”, and required dos- 
(GER OF O WGIASE PRICE OF OFTER STORES ier ay T aya and requi 

NUMBER OF OFFER SHARES" жаие Га ida ‘uments must be received by the Lead Underwriter and/or its designated receiving agent on or before close of the Offer Period. 
pres ES | F980 [oar ee ES ae ee ces ule lutis 


Тїптї want ant 1000 Or Sars rer ardors manibns RS Ой Ss "TKC Stee! Corporation, through the Lead Underwriter, reserves the right to accept or reject, in whole or ín рап, any Applica- 
lal b alco Real seo ear ORAND eli ts hovel bs pao: tion, Applications where checks are dishonored upon first presentation and Applications which do not comply with the terms of 
the Offer shall be rejected. Moreover теср! of any payment pursuant to the Application does not mean approval or acceptance by 
OTC LODGEHENT. the Company of the Application. 
"Gf Tras Wal Tog a Pipe Dupo nd Tat Caron (FOTO, To Apa mum proda armen ud for POTO odpad hare. Te Or Shares 
‘lb lige бө Campa tne POTG on or bolora ви Lig Oste Аа application, once expressly accepted by the Company, tough the Stock Transfer Agency in conformity with the Led Un- 
derriten, shall constate a purehose agreement berween the Company and the Applicant for the subscription to/purchase ofthe 
THE APPLICANT IS REQUIRED TO FILL OUT THE INFORMATION BELOW. THE APPLICANT'S FAILURE TO DO SO OR THE PROVISION OF INCOMPLETE OR FALSE INFORMATION | Offer Shares în the number approved by the Company at the time in the manner, and subject o the conditions found in the font 
| AS REQUIRED HEREIN WAY LEAD TO THE REJECTION OF ТЫЗ APPUCATION. THE COMPANY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT OR SCALEDOWNSUCH APPLICATION} — portion of this Application. 
lema шева fr PDTC dg Ofer Shares Qo be сатро wi De анийлса of | Ve conin tul we ae a POTG Pats 
Te PDTC Parpart pite by бе Alcan) our bana Bde a 


E ы о 
Miia as S штитна Ceara elope дра Та ыгы oe aon 
PAYMENT Only $ 
— —P rn (A A правага wD LEE 
ТҮРЕ OF CHECK '"DRAWEE BANKISRANCH. L CHECK NO. AMOUNT count of the Company. 


E 9. Refunds -In the event that an Application s rejected, then the Company shal refund, without interest, within five Banking 

тро Days from te end ofthe Ofer Period A refunde shall be made through th Lnd Underwriter or Selling Agent with whom the ap- 
CL. Manager's / сине. ———!| _plicanchas filed the Application, atthe applicants risk. 

` REPRESENTATIONS WARRANTES ANO AUTORIZATION 
тїй төнө SAE Wa TL Wm ATT saad зална am и Wd carad, Йө кари rg e dunes аа wi wiy узу би | 10. PDTC odgement -AN of rhe Offer Shares wil be lodge wit he Philippine Depository and Trust Corp. PDTC” on orbe- 
Tie peed ал art Ral es e атла vd il Nite aurca cep und ma nd coniun. и wadetan Р т pron һы мил | fore the Listing Dae, The Applicant must provide the additional information required for PDTC-lodged Offer Shares. 
Dare уна seme aoa ey rectae w oet a Ofe Stare wr han Pose secs п ба Prospect The Aka rhy matt and adhoc Da 
bs Under t econ ay aita om or cher ecard gr а se ur gre Conan re Le Unde may nat 


11. Issuance and Delivery of Stock Certificates The Applicant may request his/her ownership of the Offer Shares to be évi- 
denced by sock certificates issued in his/her name as evidence of ownership through his/her broker only after the Offer Shares 
have been isted. The cost of the issuance of stock certificates shall be for the account of the Applicant. 


12. Registration of Forelgn Investments -The BSP requires thar investments in shares of stock funded by inward remittance 
of foreign currency be registered with the BSP ifthe foreign exchange needed to service capital repatriation or dividend emitiahce. 
‘with be sourced from the banking system. The registration with the BSP of all foreign investments in the Offer Shares shall be the. 
responsibly ofthe foreign investor. 


13. Representation and Warranty of Foreign Investors In the Offer Shares Applicants who are not Philippine citizens or 
which are corporations that are not Philippine nationals represent and warrant thar thelr investment in the Offer Shares being ap- 
plied for wil ot violare the rules of Вен respective jurisdictions, and that acquiring and investing In the Offer Shares are permit- 
ACKNORREDONENT (epit shoud rot lr een) Ted in such jurisdictions. The Olfer Shares have not been and will no be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as 
S by Бг "amended, and may по be offered or sold within ће United States осто, or for the account or benefi of, "U.S. Persons” (as defined 
CLCUPXLOE uli Tona e лыс in Regulation S under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended). 
[IIR epis secet wd sped ty 


14. Timetable 
ar Dade. там abere Ofer Shara еар. Sat ы Poroa. on отлы t$ 207 
Nama Tndng Popa naan vi ана Ses per Sato, кештиг 1.2007 
в. pre] ‘12 00m. Vrbe 18,2007 
Cosmarsonat f eng el ho Common Shares obo РЕ. Movense 2207 


REQURED ATTACHAGNTS TO THIS APPLICATION 
Fer nlp aaa ol val plans required personal ubi appen 15. Local Small investors 
Gratias dete em нар : etm "Local Smal nesters елей ава share а бегот share purchaser who Б wiling to subscribe or purchases 
О Бшш lan mno vald and элен genet sudare uet, ive kennen, 558,689 or PRC) wi Iho Аркана pietu aad atus minimum board lot or whose subseriprion or purchase does nor exceed P25,000. Should the total demand for the Offer Shares in 
Б. аашаа the Local Small investors subscription exceed the maximum allocation, the Lead Underwriter shall allocate the Offer Shares by 
en en еи jns Balloting Should the total demand from Local Small investors be less than the 10% allotted то hem, the unsold allocation shall be 
Acenlad т opel t na of incorporato d Die Da open бду ety to copra ct, realoate back fordisrbuion to the general public. 
‘Nerd ta copy en SEC Ceti Regesaton o ha Ja ба eetodby s cepa etr, nd 
Aia et e Fa м, са (athe идек ба Roter ua d Druso ммен body uti би parhao во Ц An interested Local Small Investor may secure the Applicaton and signature card from the Lead Underwriter and submit 4 
copies of the Application (1 original and 3 copies), n duly executed signature card and photocopies of 2 valid and current govern- 
Tent issued Ш (e.g, SSS, GSIS, Driver License, Passport, and РАС) The Local Small investor should submit the required docu- 
merus and payment to the Lead Underwriter an or before the close of the Oller 


FOR CORPORATE APPLICANTS ONLY 


COMPANY NAME : t 4 Account Code: 


TKE STEEL INDIVIDUAL CD CORPORATEC OO 
ADDRESS : 
pi SPECIMEN SIGNATURE CARD 


TELNO. : 


PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION REQUIRED. 
Any alteration In the signature card must 
bbe signed In full by the applicant. 


For individual applicants only: (For corporate applicants, use reverse side; 
List of officers authorized to sign and endorse stock certificates issued in the name of the e s (Foreorporete рапа 2 
сен, Ful Name 


We hereby declare under pain or perjury that all the information contained herein are true and (Surname) (First Name) 


(Middie Neme) 
correct of our personal knowledge. 


‘Specimen Signatures Complete Mailing Address 


Name 1) 


Position 2 BIRTHDATE TEL. NO. 


TIN. CmzeusuP 


Name D 


‘For Appts vi no LIN, plo maka mr to indicate зоне Ht Beau cor. 
Position 2 


Specimen Signatures for Individual Applicants: 


" 1 hereby declare under paid of penury that ай the information contained herein are true end 
Eme. ai correct of my own personal knowledge. 


Position. 2 1) 2) 


SIGNATURE/S VERIFIED BY CORPORATE SECRETARY. Important: Coricates wil not be transfrted unless a врөситеп signature of the stockholders is on fila wih tho Stock Trans 
Agent efto Company” For our protecion, lace oot hs cad and return 1o 


Professional Stock Transfer, Ine., Unk 1003, 10F Ciy & Lang Меда Plaza, АОВ Avenue comar Gamel Read, Orkgas 
"Signature over Printed Name Cantor, Pasg Cay 


Inspired by Italy's Most Beautiful 'Cities of Art' 


MCKINLEY HILL 


TUSCANY 


PRIVATE ESTATE 
Near Forbes Park 


$- A land of exuberant romance. Of lush beauty. And today, 


the inspiration of McKinley Hill's newest community. The Tuscany Private Estate. 
Benvenuto to your very own village of art. Here, seven residential clusters rise in 

Tuscan-Mediterranean splendor. With elegant stone detailing and arches. Varying 

rooflines. And diverse facades in cheerful hues. Close by, princely indulgences have 


been graciously laid out. Delight in healthy recreation at Isola Toscana's play area. 


Á 
“fiom, ^ Bonifacio 


Or at Parco Bello's lagoon. Share the finest vino with friends from the European- WR. Global Sty" ш 


Мапа вог “= © 


style wine cellar. Shop in style along the retail arcade at Upper McKinley Hill Now 


‘And take pride in your home's Ponte Vecchio, an attraction inspired by the oldest 
and most famous bridge in Italy's Florence. 
Celebrate la vita Toscana. Where every sight and sound is an absolute pleasure. 


‘The Tuscany Private Estate at McKinley Hill. me e 
SC. 


Another High-caliber Development of: 


w 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


pine Company 


Tes. 815-1888 + 816-2768 • 816-3517 amanea 


Visit us at the Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street corner Rizal Drive, www.megaworldcorp.com. 
Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila. 10 9001:2000 CERTIFIED E ALLIANCE GLOBAL 


A Member of 


MONDAY.» 2: PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | 00] S3Brittany BEAUTIFUL 


A Vista Land Company 
e E-mail: business@inguirezcom.ph Website: www inquirer ne/business Serge речин ны иы 


H HS HERE © m [Г етапа for valuable Sucat Prime 
Ly fa Saye HRS D eig address on a high 
Ө ШАРЕ Әуиопаау |8. 
Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino терну 
| unmatched accessibility to Makati, Ortigas and 
|| везет Октар uni as now ben mad esr 
ery eere eren 


‘The ow P scheme fra 23 кул. sudo unt 


Buyers view 180° advantage as no.1 
reason for purchase 


The Marfori Towers is perhaps the only place offering a 180° view of Laguna de Bay and immediate access to top 
business and lifestyle hubs in Brittany's prime Sucat property development. Don't miss out on the chance to own 
a prime address at The Marfori Towers! 
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Call 830 0558 • 837 3851 


Saving the terraces in style 

Through ecocultural trips, tourists get to enjoy the sights 

in Ifugao and realize why it's worth preserving a natural w. 
By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 4 2 i ee 2 


FILIPINOS WERE JUSTI- ise | 
4 fiably proud when the ma- 

jestic Ifugao rice terraces 

were included in the list of , 


fore You Die” compiled by 
best-selling travel writer 
Patricia Schultz. 
Travelers, however, will { 
havetohurryupandmake ! 
the trip because the ex- 
pansive _terraces—de- 
cared a world heritage $ 
& site by Unesco—are slow- ( 
* ly, but surely, dying. 
Many factors have been t 
cited for the painful deterioration of the ter- 


races: the abandonment of the terraces by wonder ofthe world аге dying, with very few of the young Ifu- 


the new generations of Ifugaos for better- imperil gaos willing and eager to take their place. 


paying jobs in the lowlands and even 3 2 
abroad, the conversion of some paddies into Tourism as answer 
vegetable farms, and even pest infestation. P Even Unesco put the terraces on the 


—— ч In addition, the elders who сапу with p - j MUMBAKIS or World Heritage in Danger list in 2001 due 
A PEACE CORPS volunteerlearnsfromthe them the traditional knowledge and skills Í native priests to the deterioration, just six years after 


little master. тотозвткломеоимуо in terracing and taking care of the paddies SAVE) B22 


Basta LBC. 


INTERNATIONAL & DOMESTIC DOOR-TO-DOOR COURIER SERVICE 
Money Remittance * Bill Payments * Flowers Express * Photo Printing 
With over 650 branches nationwide + Customer Service: (02) 8585-999 + www.lbcexpress.com 


saving 


From page Вг 


YOUNG Ifugaos carry on the tradition 


4. T 
Ao declaredalivingcul- actually working on them and and native wine (baya) given as F E ¥ PA terraces in other parts .of the 
tural landscape. observe firsthand the rich Ifugao sacrifice and offering tothe gods $ 4 re Cordillera, but none as extensive 
What then will encourage culture that has nurtured the such asthe bulul or rice god. 1 Jy > and as varied as in this province, 
lfugaostostayandcarefortheir terraces for thousands of years. Тһе mumbaki will then slit The terrace system in the mu- 
precious paddies handed down 5 open the chicken and inspect the X ^ & № nicipality of Вагай is shaped like 
from generation to generation? Eco-cultural trips gall bladder with the natives СУ 228" r an amphitheater; Bangaan's is 
Thé Save the Rice Terraces Ап intrepid group of 87 stu- gathering round with bated $ 4 E shaped like a pot; Nagacadan has 
Movement wrestled with this dents, nongovernment organiza- breath to read the fortune it tells. E one of the few stone-walled ter- 
question and found the obvious tion workers and seasoned trav- They all want to see a bright È . d A race clusters; Mayoyao's has high 
answer in tourism, one that is elers were the first to enjoysuch green gall bladder because it 27 walls and narrow paddies while 
not just about seeing the sights, an eco-cultural trip when they means more good luck ahead Hungduan's has а spider web 
but actually getting visitors to  tookpartintheinauguralBake'd for the Ifugaos, who have man- foundation, with the terraces lo- 
experience the culture that Kiangan heldin Augustlastyear, aged ro keep their cultural iden- i é P cated in grasslands with patches 
makes the mountain province The Bakled Kiangan festival tity alive despite the steady : 7" of muyong or private forests. 
of Ifugao unique. held in the village of Jufongan in march of modernization. IUMBAKIS inpact the chickoar s gal bladder. P are Mp бат wit e 
Since last year, the 7-year-old the old Ifugao capital of Kiangan ^ Cheerseruptallaroundwhen onstitsandathatchedroofhas Tunod Ad Hungduan, which tours, we have been able to pro- 
group has been organizing small seeks toshow the world how Ifu- the mumbaki declares a good enough room to store produce, was timed with the planting of vide extra employment to out-of- 
scocuitural tours to Ifugao, 317 gaos perform their thanksgiving отеп, and itis immediately fol- rice and the family’s other the Ifugao tinawon rice in the school youth who act as guides, 
kilometers north of Metro Mani- ritual ога bountiful harvest. lowed by the distribution of the worldly possessions. municipality of Hungduan, and added income to the host 
Ja, toencourage popularsupport Іс starts with a mumbai (па- bakled (native rice cake) and It is usually decorated by home of one of the most pic- municipalities,” Baguilat said. 
toits noble cause to preserve ће tive priest) garbed in the tradi- фе pounding of native cymbals mounted skulls of animals, 10 turesque terraces in Ifugao. 2 
Moe terraces and the rich Ifugao tional red and black loindoth and gongs that both young and demonstrate the hunting prowess — Ir was followed in April by the Honeymoon sojourn 
culture. chanting thanksgiving prayers old Ifugaos dance to. of the master of the house. Tagtag Ad Asipulo (ritual to pro- He added that as word of the 
"here are no professional with the natives with a chicken ^ Ecotouriss taking part in the The design has not changed tect the rice crop) in Asipulo, and Sitmo tours got around, differ 
tourist guides reciting a string tour get the chance to try their over the ages, and a much-talked іп June by the Bfoto’ Ad Majaw- ent groups have called up to ask 
of facts to a bored audience, hand at dancing Ifugao style, with about features are the two-inch ` jaw in the municipality of May- Sitmo for special tours. 
rather young Ifugao volunteers P Tesi the fiery native wine providing thick wooden discs between the oyaoto celebrate therice harvest. А couple from France, for in 
eager to share their way of life Я i enough kick to lower inhibitions. з and the house's floor, which Тһе tour schedule came full stance, asked for a honeymoon 
to their many visitors. i AS arenottherefordesign, but rather circle in August with the Bakle'd sojourn in Batad and in nearby 
Ifugao Gov Teodoro B. 3 Ifugao hospitality tokeep out rats and other pests. — Kiangan. Sagada and a group of engineer. 
Baguilat Jr. believes that by at- Come bedtime, guests get the These are just some facets of ^ In all of these tours, part of ing students from Manila asked 
tracting throngs of ecotourists to sample Ifugao hospitality, the Ifugao culture that an in- the proceeds of the rice cycle to talk to an elder with insights 
Ifugao in time for the key events which is as warm as advertised creasing band of ecotourists tours goes directly to the host Оп how the terraces were made. 
in the rice terraces planting and 2 with the natives opening up know first hand through the municipalities to help ће peo- “In the future, we will be 
harvesting cycle, the locals will 3 their homes with a view of the ecocultural tours. ple promote and preserve their putting in place legislation so 
be encouraged to preserve their p23 Ų rice terraces, and giving their Тһе Bakled Kiangan was fol- indigenous culture. that the provincial government 
terraces and heritage for new best room and food to guests. lowed by the Lodah tour in Oc- | can adopt the tours as part oi 
generations to enjoy. CA * For those lucky enough, they tober where participants got to Logical strategy our economic strategy for the 
The tourists, on the other can get to stay in a traditional help restore the borders of the Baguilat said tourism was a province,” Baguilat said. (For 
hand, will bring home with Ifugao house, which today’s en- rice terraces. logical strategy to take forsocioe- more information on the Sitmo 
them an experience of not only s gineers admire for its efficiency In January this year, over 57 conomic development because tours, call Jonathan Martin at 
seeing the majestic terraces, but TOURISTS eat with the Ifugaos ‘The one-room wooden house participants took part in the Ifugao hasa lotto offer. Thereare 0906-8093662). 
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Earn your degree in Com: 


Historic botels in US given 
second chance to serve guests 


"ATLANTA—ELAINE HERNANDO PLANNED ТО 
stay in one of the city's big-box hotels, but when 
she saw The Ellis, she canceled her reservation. 
and booked a room at the renovated historic 
hotel instead. 

On the outside, the 15-floor hotel retains its 
stately.1913 architecture, complete with a tra- 
ditional open-air balcony on the second floor 
that was a must for elegant Southern hotels in 
the era before air-conditioning. 

Inside, however, the hotel rooms boast 21st 
century comforts, including plush beds, flat- 
screen TVs and even a place to play music from 
iPods. 

“I really like boutique hotels—we travel а 
lot for work," said Hernando, a 30-year-old 
sales representative from Los Angeles. "I loved 
being there—the windows have a really great 
view; the iPod dock, that was cool." 

Across the United States, hoteliers are seek- 
ing to breathe new life into older properties. 

Detroi's Book-Cadillac Hotel—built in 
1924—45 being restored to open late next year 
"as the 455-room Westin Book Cadillac Detroit. 
Tn its glory years, the hotel hosted Presidents 
John E Kennedy and Harry S. Truman, but it 
stood vacant for more than two decades before 
the renovations began. 

The'spacious lobby of Oklahoma Citys 
Skirvin Hotel became a place where oil ty- 
«coons met politicians after it was built in 1911. 
It also sat empty for nearly 20 years until 

February when it reopened after a $55-million 
renovation as the Skirvin Hilton, complete 
with 29 hand-carved Bacchus busts, accented 
«by gold leafing, that peer from the hotel's pil- 
lam. ` 

In Seattle, a $10-million renovation was just 

. “completed for the century-old Alexis Hotel and 
in Boston, the Charles Street Jail—built in 
1851 and once tagged by officials as “unfit for 
"human living'—is now The Liberty Hotel. 

“There's a trend, generally in the travel in- 
‘dustry; for people wanting to make every part of 
-their trip a unique experience and I think hotels 
sare really responsive to that by providing ... а 
little more personality and a unique experi- 
тепсе,” said Peter J. Frank, editor in chief of the 
luxury travel website concierge.com. 

Frank said the renovations also provide a 
new look for the hotels, which are trying to at- 
tract luxury customers. Rooms in The Alexis 
"Hotel, which was built in 1901, for example, 
feature stainless steel four-poster beds, rococo 
mirrors, 300-thread-count sheets and high- 


definition televisions. 

Before Atlanta's Ellis Hotel underwent a 
$28-million renovation and reopened for busi- 
ness in October, the building had been vacant 
for a few decades, never able to shake its im- 
age as the site of the deadliest hotel fire in US 
history. It previously was the Winecoff Hotel, 
where a fire erupted in 1946, killing 119 peo- 
ple. 

But owner Susan Griffin said she saw the 
value of restoring a historic hotel on down- 
town Atlanta's famed Peachtree Street. 

"We're turning a new page in history ... page 
one of a new story of a beautiful, stately hotel 
in Atlanta," Griffin said. 

In Boston, the former jail had been aban- 
doned for about a decade after previous at- 
tempts to use the space for offices failed. 

“It's a great location, at the foot of Beacon 
Hill, one of Boston's premier residential ar- 
eas,” said Gary Johnson, lead architect for The 
Liberty Hotel project. “Most people in Boston 
have never set foot in the building until now.” 

Keeping with the history of the space, jail cells 
appear in the hotel's restaurants and bars and 
guests pass five cells on the way to the elevators. 
Developers, of course, brought down the айз 
former 18-foot- 

il. In fact, 
we're celebrating that,” Johnson said. "The 
building was once a social reform place. Now 
it's social in the friendly sense of the word." 


PEDESTRIANS walk past the Ellis hotel (left), a 
recently renovated historic hotel. The buil 
had been vacant for decades. 
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SMsinsight in partnership with 


PRESENTS: 


VAS fet pa Ze 
A HALF-DAY FREE SEMINAR 


for owners of small and medium-sized enterprises. Learn from е зай 
p 3 


Lunch and snacks will be servod. Slots are VERY LIMITED.’ . 
‘mall ш at hipSenmvcomph ог fax the form blow to“ 
5872961 or 638.9404 


Duo-based PC at the 
end of the seminar. 


ктай: 
Canon 


Nature of Business: 


Due to cur very limited seats, SME Insight reserves the right to screen interested participants. Selected 
participants shall be contacted prior to the event date and shall be given a CONFIRMATION CODE. Only parties 
with confirmation code shall be admitted into the seminar. 

What better way to invest one day of your corporate life than to plan out your company's future? 
Yes, it's FREE. No strings attached. But you'll have to act NOW. 
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3erkelteu 
RESIDENCES 


Q KATIPUNAN 


Whether you're looking for a place 
to study, play, or just relax, 
Berkeley Residences is for you. 
It's the newest prime 
address on thriving 
Katipunan Avenue, Quezon City. 
Berkeley Residences offers hip, 
modern, and stylish living 
just a short walk from schools, 
restaurants and shopping centers. 
And it's surprisingly 
affordable, too- 
perfect for both students and 
young families. Inquire now! 
When it comes to comfortable 
living, Berkeley Residences 
is truly top of the class. 


Contact us at 831-5151 e 
0917-500-5151 
www.smdevelopment.com 
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He ran away from backbreaking farm job, only 
to get back to it ... and see his prospects bloom 


By AmyR. Remo 


ORN TO A FARMING FAMI- 

ly in Isabela, Romeo “Romy” 

Vasquez knew first hand the 
difficulties of rural farming life. 

Tt was for this reason that he left home in 
search of a better life in Manila, even if he had 
eamed a college degree in agriculture in his | 
hometown. 4 

Little did he know that several years down the 
road, it would be that hard farming life which 
would lift him and his family out of poverty. 

‘Vasquez, 45, recalled that life for him was not 
easy when he was younger. 

He related that they did not have any farm to 
call their own because his father, Modesto Jr, 
"was justa tenant cultivating а 1.6-hectare field. 

‘This situation, however, did not hinder his par- 
cents from sending them to school. Out of six s 
Tings, five of them finished with a degree in agri- 
culture. 

But Vasquez yeamed for more. 

‘After graduating from college, Vasquez went 
to Manila and worked for 10 years as sales repre- 
sentative of a fertilizer and pesticide company. 

He saved all the money he got from company 


иаша иа атаа | pi Commemorating 
e а аа нвнаа | 10 years апа 50,000 world-class vehicles 
exported from the Philippines. 


firm retrenched workers. He then tried his luck as 
ay 


a passenger jeepney driver for six months. 

“As а drives, 1 had so much difficulties figuring 
ош how to make both ends meet to support my 
family's needs," he related, 

What made life even more difficult for ` 
‘Vasquez was his bout with cancer. He said his left 
eg was amputated in 1985 because of a malig- 
nant tumor 

“Armed with my measly savings and back- 
ground in agriculture, I decided to go back home 
‘and start farming in 1993," Vasquez said. 


Back to farming 

He started planting rice to half of the 16ha 
farm that his father was cultivating. 

Fortunately, he was able to expand his rice 
field through an additional 2 hectares of land, 
"which was mortgaged го him. 

But despite having relatively good harvest, 
‘Vasquez found that high production costs actual- 
ly killed his chances of eaming more, especially 
since he had been using traditional farming prac- 
tices. 

“T was only harvesting 80 cavans per hectare, 
"which was already good back then. But I really 
didn't know how to improve my farming prac- 
tices," he said. 

Vasquez began attending free seminars and 
training sessions held by the Department of Agri- 
culture, Agricultural Training Institute, Philippine 
Rice Research Institute and local governments to 
equip himself of new farming technologies. 

Soon enough, Vasquez learned about inbred 
tice seed production, enabling him to produce 
his own seeds so he would not have to buy 
them. 

"This had significantly cut down his production. 
costs. 

“By using my own quality seeds, 1 was able to 
sell my produce at a much higher price than my 
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Misses and failures 

"While he had his share of misses and failures 
in hybrid technology early on, Vasquez said he 
still firmly believed that the hybrid rice technolo- 
‘gy would help him increase both his yield and in- 
come, 

Since then, his yield from the hybrid rice seed 
production and cultivation greatly improved. 

‘Now, Vasquez gets an average net income of 
P50,000 a hectare every cropping season. 

Vasquez said this technology had given farm- 
ers a yield of 180 cav/ha or 9 metric tons per 
hectare as compared to the 80-100 cav/ha (4-5 
mt/ha) they get from inbred rice varieties. 

“Being one of the national hybrid rice movers 
of the DA gave me a chance to travel to different 
pans of the country to assist in informing the < 
public on the benefits of using the hybrid rice : 
technology" Vasquez said, 

‘With his story he said he wanted other farm- ford.com.ph 
ers to know that with “hardwork and persever- 
ance, they can achieve anything even with limit- 
ed resources as I have experienced.” 


P 50,000 


With a total of 50,000 world-class units exported and 10 years in the Philippines under its belt, Ford is pulling out all stops to celebrate. 
Hurry, this offer comes only once in 10 years! Call 889-FORD (3673) for more information. Promo runs from November 8 - 30, 2007. 
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Apple unle 
the next 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


F APPLE COULD SING A 
I tune to describe its newly 

launched operating system, 
the Mac OS X Leopard, for its full 
range of Macs—iMacs, Macbook 
and Mac Pro—it would have to 
be Britney Spears’ “Ooops, I did 
it again!” 

‘The company, known for consumer 
digital lifestyle products, has finally 
launched the most anticipated operat- 
ing system (OS)—its sixth generation 
upgrade to the much praised and suc- 
cessful Mac OS X Tiger launched two 
years ago. 

‘The Mac OS X Leopard has been de- 
scribed as the "best upgrade ever? It 
boasts of 300 new features that will 
surely make every Mac lover happier, 
and non-Mac user envious, according to 
Darren Sng, Apple's senior product mar- 
keting manager Asia Pacific region. 

The top features of Mac's new operat- 
ing system include a “redesigned” Find- 
ег, Stacks, Quick Look, Spaces, Time 
Machine and enhanced Mail and iChat. 

‘The redesigned Finder lets users 
quickly browse and share files with mul- 
tiple Macs. It also includes a Cover Flow 
similar to iTunes’ interface, which lets 
users see files in the Finder as they really 
look. You can also flip through the files 
as easily as flipping through album art 
in iTunes. 

If you want to view the files you're 
flipping through, you can activate them 
from the Finder via the Quick Look fea- 
ture, which literally gives a sneak peek 
ofthe entire gamut of files—even multi- 
plepage documents, spreadsheets, 
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‘THE REDESIGNED Finder includes a Cover Flow, which lets users flip through files 


as easily as they flip through album art. 


PDFs, and videos—without opening 
them in the applications that created 
them. 

‘The Stacks feature is a new way to 
easily access files from the Dock, Mac 
08" graphical user interface (GUI) locat- 
ed below the screen used to launch ap- 
plications, and switch between running 
applications. Stacks helps users get fully 
organized as this feature eliminates 
clutter on the desktop. 

Simply drag your file folder to the 
Dock area and automatically "stacks," 
ora lineup of contents in that folder, are 
flashed once you put the cursor on to 
that files folder icon. The stacks or line- 
up of contents, which are miniature rep- 
resentations of the actual files, can be 
arranged either as a grid view or fan 
view. 

Time Machine is for people who are 
lazy in backing up files which, statisti- 
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cally speaking, represent majority of 
computer users. This feature lets users 
easily back up all data on their Mac, find 
lost files, and even restore all of the soft- 
ware on their Mac. 

“All you need to do is click the icon 
‘Time Machine’ and the feature auto- 
matically keeps an up-to-date copy of 
everything on the Mac," says Sng. “To 
look for a lost or deleted file, you can 
manually scroll the timeline to get to the 
date or year the file was created or seen, 
or you can allow the Time Machine to 
do the process by clicking the arrow at 
the bottom of the screen and this brings 
you back to the time the file was cre: 
ed. And once you find the file, you just 
click Restore and the file is brought back 
to present time.” 

Spaces allows for groupings of ap; 
cations on several “virtual desktop: 
desk spaces onscreen, which users can 


YOU may create e-mail using nice 
stationery designs. 

easily switch to back and forth with a 
click of the mouse or keyboard. 

For example, you can group in one 
desktop or "space" all the applications 
that you use for work and, on another 
desktop, all the applications that you 
use for Internet, music and video. 

Safari Web browser has been en- 
hanced to allow users to create “wid- 
gets” or icons of your favorite Websites 
that you can put and activate on the 
Dashboard, a Mac OS feature that al- 
lows for miniature programs called 
“widgets” to be superimposed over the 
desktop. When activated, the Dash- 
board with all your favorite widgets 
“flies” onscreen. 

Mail feature is greatly improved by 
allowing users to create interesting and 
fascinating e-mails with nice stationery 
designs and layouts. Pick your 
choice—greeting card, postcard, or 
poster. Since layouts are written in uni- 
versal HTML, PC users will receive the 
e-mail of your wonderful greeting card. 

Another interesting feature of the 
Mail is its ability to do notes or lists, 
which you can e-mail to your personal 
e-mail account as sort of reminder. Mail 
also features data detectors, which can 
read schedules and contact information 
in your e-mail, and syncs them up with 
the iCal, or your calendar and address 
book. 

iChat, Mac OS instant messaging fea- 
ture, has new elements, such as the 


“YAHOO! may texit inn P; c ч» 


mL 


[Hu 


Im ok 


i 


ovoci f Fon ваз 
i 


itiji 


eter 
[d 
THE ALL New Yahoo! Май 
without leaving the mail client. 


— 


eh de are your vacan ре 


terface lets users create, send and receive text messages 


Text through Yahoo! 
Mail for free! 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


NEED TO SEND AND RECEIVE TEXT 
messages for free? 

Why not try Yahoo! Mail? 

Internet search giant Yahoo!, which is stag- 
ing the Mobile Asia Congress in China next 
‘week, has tweaked Yahoo! Май to allow users 
to send free messages to Smart or Globe sub- 
элеп. 

Simply upgrade your Yahoo! Mail Classic to 
the new Yahoo! Mail. Compose a new e-mail, 
tag itas “text message" and then type in the re- 
реп mobile number where the e-mail ad- 
dress used to be. The recipient receives the 
message almost as soon as you click on the 
“Send” button! 

The service will surely bring time and 
“Joad” savings to 14 million Filipinos using the 
Intemet, 85 percent of whom use Yahoo! e- 
mail. 

“We are initially offering this service to only 
four markets: the Philippines, Canada, USA 
and India,” said Jojo Anonuevo, Yahoo! senior 
director of business development. "There is no 
doubt that the Philippines is the SMS capital of 
the world, with more than 500 million text 
messages being sent every day. Yahoo! knows 
the crucial role that SMS has in communica- 
tion among Filipinos.” 

Soon, Yahoo! Mail will be launched in 25 
markets around the world, Anonuevo also 
told the Ingunen via e-mail. 


Both Smart and Globe welcomed the ser- 
vice, saying it gives various providers and their 
respective subscribers a win-win situation. 

“There are already a number of services 
where all networks can participate,” said Ra- 
mon Isberto on behalf of Smart Communica- 
tions Ine. "Yahoo has a huge user base who al- 
зо happen to be cell phone users. So, this is a 
case where that (non-exclusivity) makes 
sense.” 

‘Also, Globe spokesperson Jones Campos 
said Yahoo! has been providing a "good service 
for [Globe] subscribers." 

“Ever since we pioneered the partnership 
with Yahoo!, we have been very pleased with. 
the results” Campos added. 

То prevent spam, the recipient of a Yahoo! 
Mail SMS message is asked whether he 
wants to receive the text. Yahoo! also limits 
outbound messages. Yahoo! Mail users can 
only send four text messages for every one 
mobile reply. In addition, Yahoo! Mail users 
cannot send to multiple recipients at the 
same time because each receiver has to reply 
before receiving any more messages. 

АЙ messages going in and out of Yahoo! 
Май are free. There is a limit of 160 characters. 
per message. But it costs P2 for Smart users 
and P2.50 for Globe users to reply. 

‘Aside from messaging to mobile, the new 
‘Yahoo! Mail allows users to send Instant Mes- 
sages to any contact who is online, either by 
using Yahoo! Май or Yahoo! Messenger. 
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iChat Theater that allows users to share 
photos, videos, music and files. 

“Collaborative work can be done be- 
tween two parties with screen sharing 
capability of iChat,” says Sng. "From 
your Mac, you can actually get the other 
рапуѕ Mac screen, move around and 
launch applications on his desktop and 
even edit his files or documents. You can 
have full control of the other party's 
screen." 

With the improved iChat, a user can 
also change the background of the place 
from where the chat is being done with 
the Backdrop feature. Other additions 
include enhancement of the Spotlight, 
the powerful Mac OS search feature i 
troduced in Tiger, which can now search 
files not only in one Mac but in several 
Macs in a network. 

‘The latest Bootcamp software, which 
allows for the installation and running 
of Windows OS and applications in a 
Mac system, now comes with the Leop- 
ard package, which is good news to Mac 
switchers who still want to dabble in a 
Windows setting. 

Leopard's overall appearance is a de- 
parture from Tigers look as the blue 
screen has been replaced by a nebulous 
starry midnight sky appearance. The 
new desktop also hosts a semitranspar- 
ent menu bar and a reflective 3D Dock. 
This look of Leopard extends to all ap- 
plications, and every window has a con: 
sistent design theme, with active appli 
cations more distinct with shadows. 

Leopard, an Open Brand UNIX 03 
registered product on the Intel plat- 
form, supports Macs running on Power- 
PCs and Intel or with these specs: Intel, 
Power PC G5, Power PC G4 (867 MHZ), 
512 MB memory, DVD drive for installa- 
tion, and 9 GB free space. The ultimate. 
version retails at P7,690, and the family 
pack at P11,990. 

Since Oct. 26, when the Leopard de- 
buted worldwide, critics are one in say- 
ing that this is the best OS in the market 
today, again casting a shadow over Mi- 
crosoft's new OS, the Windows Vista. 


.Hitachi's CinemaStar plays lead 
role in digital video recorders 


DEBUTING RECENTLY, THE 
newest members of Hitachi GST's 
CinemaStar™ cast of hard drives 
are ready for their close-up. 

Hitachi is offering multiple 
form factors to address a wide va- 
riety of needs in the growing con- 
sumer electronics market. A 3.5- 
inch drive with capacities of up to 
500 gigabyte (GB) provides in- 
dustry-best power utilization and 
performance, while the more 
compact 2.5-inch drive is suited 
for use in sleek set-top boxes and 
portable digital video devices. 
Both are based on a design crafted 
especially for the unique demands 
of recording and playback of au- 
dio/video content. 

The abundance of digital video 
has been fueling consumer de- 
mand for digital video recorders 
(DVRs) with more storage capaci- 
ty and slim, space-saving designs. 
The CinemaStar C5K250 and 
Р7К500 are the latest in а long 
line of Hitachi drives, especially 
made for home entertainment ap- 
plications. 

The 2.5inch CinemaStar 
CSK250 is designed to meet the 
needs of manufacturers who wish 
to offer video recording and play- 
back features in small form fac- 
tors. The drive uses the same 
SmoothStream™ technology as 
its larger 3.5-inch CinemaStar 
"sibling," but it comes smaller in 
size, with low power requirement 
and quiet acoustics. It has a ca 
pacity of up to 250 GB. 

The Hitachi CinemaStar 
CSK250 ensures cus- 
tomers of lower power u 
age without compromis- 
ing the smooth digital 
video experience that peo- 
ple expect. The drive is de- 
signed to switch to a 0.55 
watt idle power mode if 
recording or playback pauses 
for longer periods. The Cine- 
maStar C5K250's low-power 
profile also means the drive 
requires smaller power sup- 
plies and less cooling, which 
may help extend the life of the 
hard drive, the host product, 
as well as the surrounding de- 
vices in a typical entertainment 
cabinet. 


The  3.5-inch CinemaStar 
Р7К500 is a family of drives de- 
signed to provide high capacity 
and high performance for full-fea- 
tured set-top boxes or DVRs with 
multi-streaming functionality. 

This family of drives makes it 
possible for DVR manufacturers 
to broaden their product offerings 
to cover the entire spectrum of 
customer needs—from very high 
capacity, high performance multi- 
function systems to more econom- 
ical units. This flexi 
consumer elect 
to select the CinemaStar drive 
that meets the cost and perfor- 
mance/capacity requirements of 
their entire product portfolio. The 
new drives are based on Hitachi's 
recently-introduced Deskstar 
Р7К500, which are extremely fru- 
gal on power consumption. 

It offers a special feature called 
AV-Zoning, which allows data re- 
covery procedures to be defined 
differently for multiple partitions 
in the same drive. This means, 
critical system data can be differ- 
entiated from time critical video 
content, which may not require 
the same stringent data recovery 
measures. 

With a capacity of 500 GB, the 
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CinemaStar P7K500 can store up 
to 178 movies, 125,000 four- 
minute songs and 250 video 
games. 

Because AV systems play and 
record streams of data, they place 
very different demands on a hard 
drive than those found in tradi- 
tional IT and computing applica- 
tions. If che stream is interrupted, 
it may result in missing audio ог 
video information, creating an 
wnacceptable delay These con- 
cerns are addressed by Cinemas- 
tar С5К250 and P7K500 that fea- 
ture Hitachi’s patented and inno- 
vative SmoothStream technology, 
which delivers an integrated set 
of features and functions that en- 
able hard disk drives to perform 
optimally in audio/video (AV) ap- 
plications. 

Hitachi SmoothStream technol- 
ogy enables a host device to con- 
trol the drive's error recovery pro- 
cesses. This feature tunes the 
drive to capture video data 
streams on a command by com- 
mand basis, allowing integrators 
to mix different AV and IT applica- 
tions in the same platform 

The new video-tuned hard 
drives bring together a number of 
consumer electronics-specific fea- 
tures and benefits, including: 

+- Smart Command Transport 
and adaptive error recovery for 
optimized video streaming and 
picture quality; 

—AV-Zoning allows manufac- 
turers to configure unique data 
recovery procedures to help en- 
sure uninterrupted video play- 
back2; 

—Silent-seek acoustics for bed- 

room-quiet operation; 

—Advanced power 

management features 
enable the drives to run 
cooler and use less 
power; 

—Fast spin up times 
provide efficient read- 
ing/writing of data 
during digital video 

recording and play- 
back 
— Choice of either 
Parallel ATA or Seri- 
al ATA interfaces for 
design flexibility. 
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IN ITS 2006 GLOBAL IT OUTSOUR- 
cing Study, Chicago-based Diamond 
Management and Technology Consul- 
tants somberly reports that the Infor- 
mation Technology Outsourcing 
(ITO) boom "appears to be over." 

At the recently concluded MAP 
CEO Conference, Brian Tumpowsky, а 
principal of the firm and co-author of 
the study, outlined the effects the. 
slowdown of spending on ITO has 
had on BPO as he previewed Dia- 
mond's 2007 Outsourcing Study re- 
sults due out later this year. 

One of the major themes of 
Tumpowsky's presentation was that 
BPO (business process outsourcing) is 
experiencing the same growing pains 
as ITO had faced before, and has not 
learned enough from the ITO experi- 
ence. In the 2006 study, the following 
reasons were given for the apparent 
slowdown in ITO: 


processes and acti 
hindsight, turned out to be “core 
functions" which they later decided to 
do in-house; 

© Providers over-promised and 
under-delivered; and 

• The complexity of managing the 
outsourced functions and measuring 
their effects far outweighed their ben- 
efits. 

То fully appreciate these observa- 
tions, and in order to make use of past. 


Is outsourcing growth tapering off? 


Outsourcing experience to improve 
strategic choices for both ITO and 
BPO in the future, it is necessary to go 
beyond the data and to examine the 
underlying organizational dynamics. 


Unrealized expectations 

Diamond's annual outsourcing 
study, which this year includes a re- 
port on both BPO and ITO, compares 
the experiences and perspectives of 
executives who buy and provide out- 
sourcing services. 

Many reasons were given for the 
apparent snag in ITO expansion and 
stagnant BPO adoption, but one in 
particular is critical: Unrealized ex- 
pectations on the part of both vendors 
and buyers. 

Опе сап think of many reasons why 
outcomes may significantly differ 
from expectations. 

To begin with, buyers are probably 
disappointed because they expected 
immediate results. Considering the 
complexity of most of today's busi- 
ness operations, procedural changes 
initiated in any part of the business 
are bound to have a significant dis- 
ruptive effect not only on the function 
їп question but also on the total oper- 
ations. 

So putting the imported set of pro- 
cedures in place takes time and in- 
volves a tedious learning process. The 
effects, too, take time to work them- 
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selves out. 

Moreover, the ultimate outcome of 
the change becomes increasingly dif- 
ferent from initial expectations and 
becomes more nebulous due to con- 
tinuously changing parameters. Be- 
cause of continuous change, the new- 
ly installed solution which was de- 
signed to solve a problem may no 
longer apply due to the continuous 
state of flux and changing directions. 

‘At the end of the year, what can be 
observed are not the final outcomes 
of the project but a process that is still 
unfolding. 

One further reason that buyers 
tend to be disappointed with out- 
sourcing initiatives is that these are 
often measured in terms of metrics 
that are applicable only to the process 
or technology being outsourced and 
not to the business operation as a 
whole. 

For example, the most frequently 
mentioned reason for BPO is cost re- 
duction. Cost in these terms is tied to 
the cost of the process in question. 


However, changes in procedures in 
any isolated part of business opera- 
tions are bound to have “external” ef- 
fects on other facets of the business. 

All things considered, any insigni, 
cant cost reduction in the process 
self may turn out to be quite major af- 
ter all if benefits elsewhere in the or- 
ganization are factored in. Or con- 
versely, a significant cost reduction in 
the operation may conceal additional 
costs incurred in the larger system. 

In sum, measuring results is no 
easy matter. 


What can be done? 

One probable reason for these dis- 
appointing results is the design and 
implementation of “one-size-fts-all” 
solutions. In today's knowledge-driv- 
еп business environment, each poten- 
tial sourcing client is unique and faces 
equally unique problems. 

"Unique problems require unique 
solutions. The obvious approach is to 
design and put in place solutions that 
are custom-tailored to the needs of 
users. In order to do so, however, 
companies must look inside them- 
selves and think about how outsourc- 
ing can be used as a strategic lever to 
support and help drive corporate ob- 
jectives. 

As Tumpowsky puts it, "exploring 
BPO without a strategy is like driving 
without a destination. Furthermore, 


outsourcing as a stand-alone initia- 
tive will leave opportunities on the 
table, and must be considered as part 
of a larger organizational change to 
be optimally successful." 

‘Customization a la Dell is not 
enough. These customized solutions 
must be implemented not in one fell 
swoop but in small, gradual increments 
over relatively long stretches of time. 

А more appropriate change model 
is one that involves a continuous col- 
laborative relationship between client 
and consultant, and requires an unin- 
terrupted exchange of insights and in- 
formation. Such an arrangement it 
volves mutual learning and an open 
sharing of each other's business mod- 
els in true partnership. 

In such a continuing collaborative 
enterprise, the solutions themselves 
evolve along with the problems. 

The valuable comments of Brian 
Tumpowsky of Diamond Consulting 
and of Fred Ayala of Livelt are grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

(The article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not re- 
flect the official stand of the Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines. 
The author is an academic and a 
knowledge management consultant. 
He is the author of the book "STRATE- 
GY deMYTHicized: Why Today's Busi- 
ness Models Fail to Deliver." Feedback 
‘at mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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Market Investment Challenge, by 
simply logging onto 
www.pse.com.ph, www.citisecon- 


Watson Wyatt forum 
offers CEOs strategies 


Back to farming 


From page B2-1 
end-consumers or to government institutions, 


As a source of alternative income, he also en- 
gaged in backyard farming. 
Help for hometown 


rice, which yields an average of 160-180 cav/ha. Vasquez added that he was able to help his 
hometown with the jobs he had created through 
his own firm, RS Vasquez Enterprises. 


His wife, meanwhile, assists in the day-to-day 


operations by acting as the finance manager of 


subdivisions, and private corporations in Metro 
Manila, Pangasinan, La Union, Isabela, Cagayan, 
Nueva Ecija and Baguio. 
‘Owing to increase in his sales, Vasquez has 
been dubbed the "hybrid тап" in their place. 
He now owns a 10-ha farm planted to hybrid 
rice and has SO-ha contract growing of hybrid 


With his eamings from hybrid rice, Vasquez 
proudly said he was able to improve his house, 
the 1.6 ha that his father was tiling, two units of 
truck, and vehicles for family use. 

Now he can even afford to send his children to 
private schools. 


their company. 

Despite his artificial leg, Vasquez said he con- 
tinues to work very hard in improving his busi- 
ness and in promoting the hybrid rice technolo- 


line.com or cali CitisecOnline's. 
Customer Relations at 6-333-777. 


Cornell Club of the 
Philippines marks 

95 years 

THE CORNELL Club of the Philip- 
pines headed by its president 
Congressman Martin Romualdez 
celebrates its 95th Anniversary on 
Nov. 17 at The Manila Golf Club, 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 

The celebration will also be a 
fund-raising event for the benefit 
of Gawad Kalinga. All Cornell Uni- 
versity Alumni and their spouses 
are invited to attend. 

The registration starts at 7p.m. 
For more information, please con- 
tact Raeanna Cranbourne at 752- 
5678 or e-mail corneliciubphilip- 
pines@hotmail.com 


Bluewater Day Spa ties ает - 
up with Digital Image 
BLUEWATER Day Spa and Digital 
Image recently inked a partner- 
ship that will give consumers a 
spa treatment with the latest digi- 
tal gadget. 

For every purchase of Nikon or 
Aigo digital camera, the buyer 
gets a 5 percent discount on Blue- 
water Day Spa's body treatments. 
For Bluewater Day Spa member- 
ship cardholders, they can get a 5 
percent discount when they buy at 
any Digital Image outlets in SM 
Malis. 

"Digital gadgetry and de- 
stressing may look totally dis- 
parate entities but that is not en- 
tirely true. Success-oriented 
young individuals who want the 
best results in whatever endeav- 
ors they are in are also those that 
seek ultimate pampering.” 

“These individuals who enjoy 
the best modern equipment are al- 
so those that take pleasure in the 
most excellent mind and body 
treatments," says Jeany Lim, man- 
ager of Bluewater Day Spa Makati. 


Puno new Geograce 


Resources chair 


MINING firm Geograce Resources 
Philippines Inc. recently an- 
nounced the election of lawyer 
Renato Puno as its new chair of 
the board. Puno was also elected 
director of the Geograce board re- 
placing Jose Abaigar. 

Puno is the managing partner 
ofthe Zulueta, Puno and Associ- 


to keep key execs 
DESPITE the seeming abun- 
dance of youthful manpower in 
the Philippines, multinational 
and local companies operating 
here are significantly affected 
by the global battle to recruit 
and keep talent. Valuable global 
insights, experiences and solu- 
tions to the war for talent will be 
shared by Watson Wyatt Asia 
Pacific Human Capital Group 
practice leader Russell Hunting- 
ton in a breakfast forum for 
CEOs on Nov. 16 at the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel. 

The event is being organized by 
Watson Wyatt in line with its mis- 
sion to update clients and key 
business leaders with the latest 
trends and studies in recruitment 
and human resources, according 
to James Matti, managing consul- 
tant of Watson Wyatt. "This forum 
should interest business execu- 
tives, captains of industry, and hu- 
man resources practitioners who 
are facing serious human capital 
challenges worsened by the exo- 
dus of top Filipino professionals." 

Huntington is frequently invited 
asa speaker in regional business 
conferences where he often dis- 
cusses his area of expertise— 
Strategic Rewards Management. 
He has worked with leading busi- 
ness organizations in Europe, Asia 
and Australia 


Online contest gives 
students first-hand feel 
of the stock market 


IN LINE with its mission to broad- 
en the base of participants in the 
Philippine stock market through 
the Internet, leading online bro- 
kerage firm CitisecOnline has 
partnered with the Philippine 
Stock Exchange to sponsor the 
2nd PSE-CitisecOnline MBA Stock 
Market Investment Challenge. The. 
contest begins Nov. 19, 2007. 

Graduate business students are 
invited to compete in buying and 
trading stocks and manage а vir- 
tual portfolio by using PSE's On- 
line Stock Trading Game. The PSE 
educational tool mimics the work- 
ings of the actual stock market 
and allows students to experience 
firsthand what it is like to trade. 
online in the bourse. 

Conrado Bate, president of Ci- 
tisecOnline, says, "We are inviting 
all graduate school students to 
sign up and participate in the in- 
vestment challenge so that they. ae Sree era cana 
can experiance first-hand what i's ine partner of the Puno and { ЭР жшше res 
liketo trade inthe Philippine stock 2010 0 еги $ A 


А Puno law offices, which was E 
market and at the same time, they д - Get a Fee вше of Readers Digest plus 16% айол 
са thelr кешеди. founded by hi ether, former Jue 


tice Ricardo Puno. 
ories in the bourse." à 
пишатись А 
until Nov. 26. The tournament 
lid lir 
festa tawen Раат пето nanan 
Nov. 19, 2007 to Feb. 15, 2008. 2 
` pt The firm raised some P560 mil- 
Awarding ceremonies will be on lion from a stock rights offer in 
Feb. 28 which wil beattendedby рот tms year with ae proceeds 
senior officials from the PSE and being eyed for expanded explo- 
are encouraged to join the 2nd акру M Eee ee 


Geograce's market capitalization 
PSE-CitisecOnline MBA Stock stood at $115 milion, 


"He added this was in recognition of its poten- 
tial in raising farmers’ productivity and income. 
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Buying genuine Windows has 
never been more rewarding. 


aPC, 
Windows. J 


Real Value. s 


Get a free shirt and up to P 30,000 worth of discounts with every purchase! 


purchase ол O2 Xda Steath or O2 Xda Zine 


ior up to 1596 off on HP Орде 15780 АНЕ One; 
and 12 Photosmart Porter D7180. 


Purchase о mid Wacom Grophires 4715" abet a 
жо 


жоу 20% ай Таз video а ай camcorders 
moda па. DV-007 а ОУБ 


1 Free оле west membership worth P2500. 


33000 


Just log on to hit possibl 
and follow the simple steps 
Discount vouchers can be claimed online starting October 8, 2007 


A Bayan Telecommunicatians WB heev i being doubly-sure' everything's pali: So ўзб čan rely on us Cal (02 
At Bayan TelecomMunicatons we believe in being doubly everything is гей бе. So you can rely on us. Call (O2) 


Free GE Profile™ Ref or Microwave 
when you avail of a Home Loan 


Apply for а GE Money Bank Home Loan from October 1 to 
December 31, 2007 and get a free GE Profile" Refrigerator 
for every approved and availed loan of P1.5 million and above 
or a GE Microwave Oven for every approved and availed 
loan of PLO million to less than P1.5 million 


Call us at (02) 721 8000 


or visit participating branches 


dG) GE imagination at work 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


O THE UNINITIATED 
and those simply curi- 

I ous, the 40th Tokyo Mo- 
tor Show (TMS) that ended on 
Nov. 11 opened a world of won- 
der, showcasing vehicles coat- 
ed in eye-catching colors, craft- 
ed with barely comprehensible 
technologies. 

‘To those more familiar with the au- 
tomotive world, the show offered a 
foretaste of the shape transportation 
‘would take in the years to come. 

But to the rabid afficionado, the ex- 
hibit evoked intense passion for ma- 
chines that have defined our freedom 
of mobility. 

Business Inquirer was able to visit 
TMS 2007 at Makuhari Messe in Chi- 
ba, Japan, and took in the sights and 
sounds of vehicles that were fanciful, 
fun and essentially Japanese. It was af- 
ter all, the land of animé and Zen. 

With the theme “Catch the: News, 
Touch the Future,” the show was abuzz 
with catchwords coined for the next 
generation vehicles—hybrid systems, 
electric/battery-operated and clean 

„diesel engines. 
" Toyota Motor Co. says that its con- 
cept car, the RIN, explores the relation- 
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ship between vehicles and people in 
the 21st century. 

Touted asa vehicle that "actually im- 
proves one's health," the RIN promotes 
serene, stress-free living with an interi- 
or made for that purpose, using vari- 
ous technologies to the fullest. 

Through the RIN, Toyota expresses 
its belief that future vehicles will em- 
body not only values related to comfort 
and convenience, but also spiritual 
health and harmonious, sustainable re- 
lationship between society and nature. 

"Toyota based the RiN's exterior on the 
image of the deep-rooted, tall-growing 
Yakusugi cypress tree. The car windows 
are tinted green and reach all the way to 
the floor of the car, allowing the motorist 
to appreciate the flowers by the roadside. 

The car also has a “mood adjust” 
steering control that displays the driver's 
psychological state as read by sensors 
which detect the motorist’s heartbeat. 

Ogling at what others described asa 
“driveable Tamagotchi,” one can easily 
believe that driving can bring you good 
karma. 

‘Another favorite at the show is Hon- 
da Motor Co.'s concept car Puyo, 
whose name is a Japanese ono- 
matopoeia, expressing the sensation of 
touching the vehicle's soft body. 

The Puyo is meant to convey a warm, 
fiendly impression, and represents 
clean, safe and fun use in a minimalist 


people-friendly environment. 
The exterior is described as a 


made of soft and luminescent 
materials—extra_ points for 
safety—while the interior 
suggests a "silky" and trans- 
parent feel. 

Loveofnature is also taken 
into account as the Puyo runs 
on fuel cell technology. 

Next on the list is Suzuki 
Motor Corp.'s Pixy—a one-per- 
son vehicle that is based on a con- 
cept of “friendly” mobility as it 
moves at low speeds on footpaths 
and inside buildings. 

The Pixy is accessible even for peo- 
ple who cannot drive ordinary cars and 
can be paired with related systems, 
turning it into more fantastic vehicles. 

Yes, like Voltes V and Voltron, the 
Pixy can mate with the Suzuki's SSC 
minicar-based unit to form an automo- 
bile. The SSC is loaf bread-shaped 
module that holds up to two Pixys. 

The Pixy can also couple with the 
SSF unit and turn into a sports car, or 
an SSJ unit to become a speed boat. 

Then there's Nissan Motor Ltd.'s Pi- 
vo2, also a single-seat gig but one that 
can be used on the road. 

The second-generation Pivo has а 
robotic interface that can monitor 
the drivers emotions and state of 


Even if this is what you call a midnight snack, we'll still insure you. 


їз a life insurance policy with lots of 
sumptuous offerings. 


ir 
Gains & Growth 


Firstly, a portion of your premium is 
invested in managed funds, giving you 
an easier way to optimize your money's 
potential for growth. 


Moreover, subject to policy conditions, 
you may automatically get an insurance 
policy - because Pioneer cares enough 
to offer Automatic Acceptance of the 
Applicant (AAA). We'll accept you as 


long as youre 55 years old or younger. 


wakefulness. 

To help the driver against 
road rage, the robot on the dash 
board can tell jokes to perk up a 
gloomy driver or calm down an angry 
one. The motorist's emotions are mon- 
itored through his or her facial expres- 
sion and conversation. You probably 
should not tell the robot its jokes are 
corny or it would dish out more. 

The mole-looking robot would also 
advice the person on the controls to take 
a break if, judging from the rate of blink- 
ing, the motorist is about to fall asleep. 

Nissan says the Pivo2 instills in the 


That means no discriminations on pre- 
existing health conditions. 
Please see your Pioneer Financial Adviser 


today. Or call +63 2 812 7777 and see 
what more you can gain from our Embrace. 


CS 


Pivo 


driver a feeling of affection and trust 
for the car. More importantly, that little 
guy who's watching you can help you 
drive with a positive frame of mind, re- 
ducing the risk of road accidents. 

Pivo2 runs on a compact lithium-ion 
battery at half the size of conventional 
batteries—part of Nissan's efforts to 
mainstream electric vehicles by devel- 
oping ones that don't take too much 
space and charge fast. 
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Cisco Networking Academy continues 
to produce world-class IT professionals 


DRIVEN BY INCREASING MARKET DEMAND 
for highly trained IT professionals, Cisco re- 
cently reinforced its commitment to produc- 
ing word-class IT professionals through its Cis- 
co Networking Academy. 

‘This commitment includes an evolution of 
the core Networking Academy curriculum to 
keep pace with the swiftly changing require- 
ments of an increasingly connected world and 
the growing demand for a technically skilled 


workforce їп a competitive global market- 
place. These new courses are the direct result 
of the Networking Academy's increased focus 
оп providing students the skills they need to 
pursue rewarding IT careers in business-criti- 


ment. 

‘According to a region-wide study conduct- 
ed by research firm Intemational Data Corp 
(00), there will be a shortage of 396,000 
skilled networking professionals in Asia Pacific 
by 2009 and the Philippines specifically has а 
shortage of about 1,300 skilled networking 
professionals currently, rising to 2,400 in 
2009, representing a compound annual 
growth rate gap of 22 percent. 

Commissioned by Cisco, the survey in- 
volved more than 1,000 middle to senior 
management respondents from 12 countries 
in Asia Pacific. A key objective of the study was 
to measure the skills demand and supply gap 


for networking technology competency. The 
gap refers to having a shortage of people with 


cal positions and industries ranging from tech- 
nology and finance to medicine and entertain- 


MANILABANK 


Four GOLDEN SAVINGS BANK 


October 3, 2007 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


DEAR STOCKHOLDERS: 

Please be informed that a special stockholders meeting of this Corporation will be held on 
November 26, 2007, Monday at 10:00 A.M., 7th Floor Manilabank Building, 6772 Ayala 
‘Avenue, Makati City, lo pass upon the following: 

AGENDA 
Proof of Notice and Certification of Quorum. 
Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Stockholders’ Meeting held on July 04, 2007. 

3 Transfer/Assignment of Substantially All of the Assets and Liabilities, including 
Substantial Bronches and Licenses, of the corporation to China Banking Corporation. 
‘Amendment of the Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation and the By-Laws. 
Specifically heir Caption and First Article of the Articles of Incorporation, changing its 
corporate name to "China Bank Savings, Inc." 

5 Consideration of such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 


In case you cannot attend the meeting in person and you wish to be represented thereat, 
you may designate your authorized representative by submitting a proxy Instrument to the 
Dinas of the Secretary, Sth Floor, Manila Bank Bldg., 6772 Ayala Avenue, Makati City, not later 
than 2:00 p.m. of November 21, 2007 in accordance with the By-Laws. 

Only stockholders of record as of August 31, 2007 shall be entitled to vote and accordingly, 
the stock and transfer book will be closed from Novembey 14, 2007 until the close of the 
business on November 22, 2007. 


Córforate Secretary 
(POLNov. 12,2007) 
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INVITATION TO BID AND TO SUBMIT OFFER TO NEGOTIATE 


‘The Philippine National Ой Company (PNOC) Invites ali interested biddersiofferors to bidinegotiate 
for ihe SALEILEASE/JOINT VENTURE on an “as-is where-is” basis of the following properties: 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL OIL COMPANY 


required networking skills to support business 
functions. 

The comprehensive Cisco Networking 
Academy enables the student to learn net- 
working technologies from basic concepts to 
actual design implementation. It gives the stu- 
dent proper technical know-how of a network 
infrastructure, its capabilities and scalability. 

"The Philippines is considered a great source. 
of world-class IT professionals. Filipinos are 
hardworking, adaptable and highly trainable, 
qualities that make them ideal employees in 
anyworkplace. 

"We believe the Philippines can one day be 

the regional center of excellence for IT skill. 
"Through our program, we arm our students, 
our future workforce, with competencies de- 
manded by the local and international IT in- 
dustry. The Networking Academy curriculum. 
is frequently updated to meet the fast chang- 
ing technologies in networking” said Luichi 
Robles, country manager for Cisco Philip- 
pines. 
The Cisco Networking Academy is a part- 
nership between Cisco Systems, education, 
business, government and community organi- 
sations around the world, aimed at nurturing 
TT professionals. There are currently over 
12,000 Academies in 164 countries around 
the world, among which, over 1,400 
Academies are located in 25countries in Asia 
Pacific. 

Since the program's inception in the Philip- 
pines in 1998, over 116,000 students have 
been trained by more than 800 instructors in 
143 Cisco Academies in the country. A number 
of students have found successful employ- 
ment in big multi-national companies here 
and abroad. 

"A competent and sufficient information 
technology workforce is the most precious as- 
setof the Philippines as an information society. 
Government, educational bodies and society 
in general have the responsibility to promote 
technology and telecommunications as a chal- 
lenging, exciting and rewarding career 
choice,” added Robles. 

For more information about the Cisco Net- 
working Academy Program, visit: 
hep://wwwicisco.com/go/netacad. 


SEAIR, THE AIRLINE OFFER- 
ing the fastest flights to Bora- 
сау and most flights to 
Palawan has partnered with 
UnionBank to launch Seair 
Visa Credit Card, a lifestyle 
and vacation card with exclu- 
sive privileges. 

With Seair Visa Credit 
Card, cardholders may fly 
for Free to the Philippines 
most popular vacation spots 
via Seair! Every P40 spend- 


Fly high with the Unionbank- 
powered Seair Visa Credit Card 


RP'S IST TELECOM CO-BRAND PLATINUM CARD 


MasterCard scores yet again as the. 
preferred payment brand of choice 
with the launch of the Philippines’ 
first telecom co-brand platinum 
card by leading service provider 
‘Smart and Banco de Oro, one of the 
country's leading full-service banks. 
The Smart Infinity BDO Platinum 
MasterCard offers a world of infinite 
possibilities of innovation and privi- 


lege with premium benefits ike su- 
perior credit limit, access to interna- 
tional airport lounges, travel acci- 
dent insurance and free assistance 
for lifestyle needs and card-related 
‘emergencies. Photo shows (from 
left) MasterCard's Judith Dayrit and 
Poch Villa-Real, BDO's Rolly Tan- 
chanco, Smart Infinity's Julie Car- 
celler and Smart's Danilo Mojica. 


An exclusive privilege 
for The Legend Villas family member 


THE LEGEND VILLAS FAMILY CLUB CARD IS ALREADY AVAILABLE 
offering great privileges for its members. The family club members. 
gets certificates of two complimentary Superior Room accommoda- 
tion with breakfast for two, two upgrade vouchers of the Bi-Level Villa 
Suite Deluxe, room upgrade vouchers upon availing of any room, six 
‘complimentary swimming pool coupons good for two persons, 30 
percent discount on total food and beverage bills whether dining alone 
or with guests at the Lola Maria Coffee Shop, 50 percent off on Buffet 
Breakfast from 9:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., 20 percent off on any banquet so- 
cial functions on total food and beverage revenue. Kids below 7 years 
are free of charge on food and accommodations. What's more, the 
principal member gets a supplementary card for free. The supplemen- 
tary cardholder gets 20 percent off on total food and beverage bill 
when they dine at Lola Maria Coffee Shop. Those who want to be a 
family club member, can avail these privileges for only P6,200. Тһе 
Legend Villas is located along Pioneer Street in Mandaluyong. Very 
near the famous shopping malls of Robinson's and SM Megamall. The 
hotel boasts of 125 room accommodations, 12 function rooms and 2 
ballrooms. The swimming роо! comes with an outdoor Jacuzzi for ex- 
tra relaxation. The Lola Maria Coffee Shop located near the lobby 
serves sumptuous and tasty Filipino dishes. To avail of the member- 
ship, please call 889-0742, 889-1592 or 889-4540. 


lege points can be convert- 
ed to free airfare and travel 
packages. 

What's more? Seair Visa 
Credit Card is designed 
with a rewards redemption 
fast track option. Cardhold- 

| ers need to meet only a 
minimum number of points 
and charge the remaining 
cash requirement to their 
Seair Visa credit card and 
they're off to their dream 


АЧЕН 


vacation! 


ing of Seair Visa cardholders charged to their card 


earns them Privilege Points. Cardholders also earn 


‘And not only that, cardholders get as much as 35 


percent discount on air fare on non-peak period and 20 
percent discount on peak season” (except on Black our 


double points when they buy their Seair tickets at 
Seair ticketing offices using their card. These privi- 


dates) when they buy tickets at Seair ticket- 


ing offices, while earning points on these 


purchases. 


Republic of the Philippines 


ү And because Seair Visa is a vacation 


Department of Finance 


Securities and Exchange Commission and lifestyle credit card, cardholders en- 


joy privilege discounts from resorts and 


‘SEC Bldg., EDSA, Greenhills, Mandaluyong City 


hotel partners from their favorite vaca- 


tion spots, and for international trips, а 


INVITATION TO BID 


free access to the Club Manila airport 


The Securities and Exchange Commission, through its Bids and Awards | lounge in NAIA Terminal 1 where they 


Committee for IT Goods and Services (BAC-IT), invites qualified local 
bidders to bid for Co-location Services for the SEC servers and network 


can indulge their palate in a gourmet se- 
lection of soup, sandwiches and a variety 


‘equipment with an Approved Budget Contract (АВС) of P2,800,000.00. 


of refreshments and liquor. Because 


Project Duration is for one (1) year, 
‘Source of Funds: RA 9041 


А complete set of bidding documents may be obtained by the bidders 
Starting 12 November to 19 November 2007 from the MIS Division, 


Seair Visa Credit Card is vacation 
lifestyle all the way, cardholders may call 
the Seair Travel Concierge to book their 


of Property ‘Area (sqm) | Floor Price (PhP) 
SECOND OFFERING SALE 
T. Balibago, Angeles City. Pampanga = TE 16001000 
2 Cabanatuan Ciy, Nueva Ecija * T 2173000 
5: Tugbok Minta), Davao Cily * 2501 1116.000 
4 Pasay Ciy" 256 1288 2.258.000 
5 San Miguel, Bauan, Batangas 635 2.222.500 
8 San Miguel. Bauan: Batangas 425 4,480,500 
7. San Miguel, Bavan. Batangas 2,056 8200.000 
3. San Miguel. Bauan. Batangas 1948 7,792,000 
9. San Roque, Bauan, Batangas 899 1,708,000 
30. Quiapo, Manila = 1476 36,940,000 
I SECOND OFFERING - LEASE 
Binakayan, Kawi, Cave вт EK E | 358.1905. 
TI NEGOTIATED SALE 
7. Sio. Domingo Ii, Capas, Trac * 3781 21571000 
2 San Jose, Mindoro Occidental * 16000 2:130,000 
3- Binakayan, Kawit, Cavite 674 7,982,000 
4. San Roque, Bauan, Batangas 1202 4.441.000 
5 Ibabang Iyam, Lucena Cih 4470 468,550 
E Ibsbang Iyam, Lucena Cly* 5.529 685.545 
7. Ibabang Iyam, Lucena Cly* 2705 1.263250 
8. Salapungan, Таас Ciy* 1.185 38.000 
9 Таото, Davao Ci 421 1,389,000. 
76. Sio. Niho, Baliuag. Bulacan 251 231,000 
1. Sio. Nifi. Balluag, Bulacan 315 345,000 
12—510. Nifo, Baliuag; Bulacan 356 356.000 
15 Kayumanggi, Lipa Cily, Batangas 525 350,000 
34. Tagbilaran, Bohol 1388 3.041.000 
38. Tagbilaran. Bohol 4367 4,367,000. 
76-Andal-Alfo, Talavera, Nueva Edis 396 356.000 
41. бодоп, Legazpi City 3,598 72,897,000 
TV, NEGOTIATED LEASE 
Brgy. Bolo, Bauan, Bate [-— 5882 — [125 327/o- | 145.8205 | 
V. NEGOTIATED SALE or LEASE Sale (PhP) | Lease (PhP) | 
1. Alangan, Отау, Bataan * 84,353/mo. 
584,147 | 67,482,000 | foia2a0yr 
Z PNOC Housing Compound 4T8.65iImo. 
also open for Joint Venture Dev't. мз 427,533,000 5,743,811/yr. | 


plane ticket or resort. And while at it, 


Basement, SEC Building, EDSA, Greenhlls, Mandaluyong City upon t 
cardholders may also inquire on the spot 


payment of One Thousand Pasos (P1,000.00) per set of bid document 


ота durs; viram les, 615.26 sm. porlon with xisingleaseand about 50 sq.m raversadby a Brgy: Rd 


‘Bid forms, Letter of Intent to Negotiate, Bidding/Negotiation Guidelines, Terms and Conditions 
may be secured from the Disposal Commitice Secretariat, 2/F, Estate Mal. ері. PNOC Bida; 6 
Energy Center, Merritt Road, Fort Bonifacio, 

non-refundable amount of P1,000.00. 


Bidg. 6. 
For the Joint Venture of PNOC Bauan 


Р2000.00 and submit a proposal to PNOC at the above address. 


OFFER received from the biddersiofferors. 


Intent tor ENOC staring the first working day after the first publication of this Notice 
thereof, The winning bidder/otteror upon receipt 
payment shall enter the property without seeking 
mentioned dates be deciared non-working 
Working day. PNOC reserves the right 10 reject any and all bidsíoffers or to 
реге andor to accept any such bidslofiers or portions thereof as may be advan 
For inquiries, please call tel. nos. 8126071 or 8126209 lo 

8405994. 


jeous to PNOC. 


(Sad) ATTY. BERNADETTE B.JUGAN 
airman 
Committee for the Disposal/Utilization 
‘of PNOC Real Estate Properties 


деин, & 12,2007) 


“Taguig City from Nov. 12-27, 2007 after payment of 
The pre-Bidding conference and the public bidding shall be 
DOR decies on Nov. 28, 2007 (2:00pm) and Dec. 12, 2007 (2:15pm), respectively, at the GIF PNOC 


Housing, interested parties shall submit the required 
Eligiiliy Documents. Eligible offerors shall be required to рау a non-refundable amount of 


‘Award of the saleflease/oint venture of the above properties shall be based on the BEST BID/ 
For properties for negotiation (under Items Ill, IV and V), offerors may submit thelr Lelter of 


"The Bidder/Ofteror acknowledges that he/she inspected the properties and verified the titles 
fof the Notice о! Award and alter making full 

the assistance of PNOC. Should the above- 
holidays. the bidding activities shall be held on the next 
je any formality 


2302 or 2308 or cellphone no. 0917- 


about special travel installments at low- 
ered interest. 

Lastly, as a UnionBank Credit Card, 
Seair Visa card holders also enjoy these 
fully-loaded benefits: worldwide accep- 
tance, a 24-hour Customer Service, 
longer and flexible payment terms, Inter- 
net convenience, Cyberstatement, nu- 
merous payment channels and a 0 per- 
cent installment program. 

The Seair Visa is powered by Union- 
Bank. UnionBank Credit Cards is the lead- 
er in co-brand and affinity credit card de- 
velopment. To date, it has more than 15 
co-brand and affinity credit cards in part- 
nership with retail, educational, medical, 
and financial and service institutions 
Seair Visa Credit Card is UnionBank's first 
airline co-brand card. To apply for a Seair 
Visa Credit Card, please call 84186 (for 
Metro Manila) and Domestic Toll Free 1 
800-1888-2277 (outside Metro Manila). 


For further detalis, you may contact Ms. Lilia O. Pinzon/Ms. Ma. Theresa 
Samera at Tel. No. 727-6894. 

Pro-bid Conference will be on 23 November 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the ERID 
Conference Room, 7° floor, SEC Bullding. 

Deadline for the submission and opening of bid envelopes will be on 
41 December 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the ERID Conference Room, 7" floor, SEC 
Bullding. Late bid shall not be accepted. Bids willbe opened in the presence 
of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend the said opening. 
Republic Act 9184, and its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) shall 
‘govern all particulars relative to Eligibility, Bid Bond, Pre-Bid Conference, 
Bid Evaluation, Ров1-Ошаййсайоп and Awards of Contracts. 

The SEC reserves the right to accept or reject any bid, lo annul the bidding 
process, to reject ай bids at any time prior to contract award, without 
thereby incurring any Пару to the affected bidderls and to waive any 
required formalities therein and to award the contract to the bidder whose 
proposal as evaluated is most advantageous to the Commission. 

‘SEC also assumes no obligation whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
the bidder for any expenses or loss that may be Incurred in the preparation 
of the bids, nor does It guarantee that any award will be mado. 


(S94.) JOSE P. AQUINO 
Chairman, BAC-IT 


{PDI - Nov. 12 & 19, 2007) 
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THE CLASSROOM IS DEMANDING; IT 
moves at a steady pace. It is no wonder 
some students miss fundamentals or con- 
cepts especially when a teacher simply 
can't put the class on “hold” to attend to 
individual deficiencies. 

Particularly in the areas of reading and 
math, early skill acquisition and retention 
is important, since it is based on a se- 
quential skill building process. Gaps in 
this process, for whatever reason they 
may occus, can impede mastery of those 
skill, according to Chad Schwartz, vice 
president of Tutoring Club, one of Ameri- 
са pre-eminent academic support insti- 
tutions, 

‘According to Schwartz, the following 
are the most common signs that academ- 
ie issues exist: 

* Lack of motivation. A clear sign that 


PIID-SAB holds 3rd congress 
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Creating success stories one child at a time 


the assigned tasks are either too difficult, 
or that the requisite skills to accomplish 
them are lacking. 

* Homework frustrations, Helping a 
child complete his or her homework 
rather than identifying the cause of the 
frustration and strengthening the learn- 
ing skills will not help a child become a 
successful learner. 

* Inappropriate classroom behavior 
Children who "act up" in class may be 
having deeper problems and could be 
masking gaps in academic skill building. 

* Weak math skills. Contrary to the be- 
lief of some parents, there is no "math 
gene.” Success in math is based largely 
‘upon mastery of basic skills - and the crit- 
ical period for establishing this founda- 
tion is between Ist and 8th grade. 

* Inability to read at grade level. “The 


foundation for reading stills is laid down 
from kindergarten to 3rd grade,” notes 
Schwartz. “If that foundation is shaky, it 
can affect virtually every other learning. 
skill that children need to acquire.” 

Recently having opened in the Philip- 
pines, the Tutoring Club has been making 
significant progress in greatly achieving 
measurable improvement amongst its tu- 
tees. To date, Tutoring Club, which has 
been їп operation in the United States for 
25 years, is the only such service that of- 
fers ап impressive guarantee of raising а 
child's academic skills by a full year level, 
in only 32 hours. 

Through a time-tested system which 
focuses on developing learning skills, 
state-ofthe-art technology, and highly- 
skilled professionals, local children have 
been reaping the benefits of the institu- 


tion's dear advantages. Particularly dra- 
matic are a few cases where children аге 
having to catch up on 2 or more year's 
deficit in math skills. One such child has 
shown marked improvement after only 
10 hours and is starting to stand out as an 
active participant in class, with greatly 
improved grades, 

“We don't leave a lesson until a student 
has mastered the material being prac- 
ticed,” says Tutoring Club director, Ines 
Bautista-Yao. "Two 100 percent lessons in 
a row for that skill level indicate mastery, 
and we move on. Building and retaining 
math skills can seem like climbing Mt. 
Everest to some kids, but our goal is to 
make it more like overcoming one mole 
hill at a time - and we literally leave no 
child behind.” 

Set your child up for academic success, 


and more importantly, to succeed in life. 
A parent is a child's strongest advocate 
and should consider an investment in 
"mentoring for success.” A litle time, 
planning and money spent now is a lot of 
time, money and stress saved later. The 
Tutoring Club, which opened its first cen- 
ter at Bonifacio High Street, Global City, 
also recently opened a second center at 
the 2nd floor of Sekai Center, Ortigas Av- 
enue cor Madison Street, San Juan, 
Metro Manila, Larry Schwartz, founder 
and CEO, will be in Manila this October 
to formally launch Tutoring Club. Free 
skills assessment will be given to the first 
few interested parties. For more informa- 
tion, please call the Global City branch at 
856-2517 and (0917) or (0918) 84-TU- 
TOR, or Tutoting Clubs Greenhills 
branch at 721-8867. 


NCLEX Practice Test now open 


THE STUDENT AUXILIARY BODY OF THE 
Philippine Institute of Interior Designers 
(PIID-SAB) will hold its 3rd congress at the. 
RL Interior Depot in HK Sun Plaza from 
Nov. 15 to 17. 

‘The congress anticipates an attendance 
of 500 interior design students and faculty 
members from PSID, ОВ St. Scholastica's 
College, PUB UST, among the 17 interior 


ICA batch '82 


AS NOVEMBER USHERS IN THE START OF 
the holiday season, Immaculate Conception 
‘Academy, Greenhills together with Marie 
France Bodyline International, Facial Care 
Center, Audio Visual Driver International 
Philippines, Astoria Plaza Hotel and Top 
Best is once again abuzz with the most antic- 
ipated event of the year: "Slice of Life”, ICAs 
alumnae homecoming on Nov. 17. 

The show, hosted by Sam Oh, will be a 
musical extravaganza featuring some of the 
country’s most celebrated artists. Be en- 


design schools in the Philippines. 

All interior design students are invited to 
join this 3-day congress, for this will surely 
be an enriching and inspiring experience 
for all the interior design students and the 
faculty members. 

For more details, call the PIID secretariat 
at 867-1403 or 867-1404 and look for 
Becky or Neri. 


silver jubilee 


chanted with the music of Christian 
Bautista, May Bayot, Pops Fernandez, 
Jacqui Magno and Basil Valdez. Laugh to 
the rib-tickling comedy of Mitch Valdes and 
rock to the retro beat of Bloomfields. 

A buffet dinner, a spectacular show and 
big raffle prizes (cash prize of P100,000, re- 
sort holiday packages, Boracay trips, furni- 
ture, motorcycle, beauty service packages 
and many other goodies) await guests. For 
tickets, inquire at Immaculate Conception 
Alumnae office or call Des at 840-2573. 


Asus introduces all-new Eee PC 


THE ASUS Eee PC HAS GENERATED IN- 
credible media noise as well as enthusiastic 
public interest since its first exposure. With 
computing demands as well as growing 
number of users, both young and old, the 
Asus Eee PC provides 

users with a new mo- 

bile Internet experi- 

ence like never be- 

fore. 

This is a new line of 
PCs that focuses on 
providing users with 
the most comprehen- 
sive Internet applica- 
tion based on three 
Easy to learn, work, 
play; Excellent Inter- 
net "experience and 
Excellent on-the-Go, 
hence the product 
name of Eee PC. 

“This delightful lit- 
tle computer is incred- 
ibly easy to use but at 
the same time is packed full of technology” 
said Sean Malony, Intel executive УР GM of 
sales and marketing group, “Intel is delighted 
to partner with Asus on the development on 
this project, and we would like to once again 
extend our congratulations to the Asus team 
of engineers and researchers.” 

Sean Malony also said, "This tremendous 
company (Asus), with nearly 20 years of 
technological breakthroughs, has tackled one 
problem after another in the industry, and we 
believe that the Eee PC will be significant in 
bringing computing and Internet access to 


more and more children and people around 
the world-realizing Intel's World Ahead Pro- 
rini 

Learn the latest technology without a tech- 
nical manual, For easy hands-on, the Eee PC 

offers two modes of 
intuitive user interface 
design in order to ac- 
commodate both ex- 
perienced and inexpe- 
rienced PC users. The 
Eee PC is also Win- 
dows XP compatible. 
With over 40 built-in 
applications, the Eee 
PC offers dynamic 
computing experience 
for learn, work and 
play. 

Built-in WLAN con- 
nectivity allows users 
to stay connected for 
dynamic Internet us- 
age on the go. With 
the Eee PC empowers 

users to share photos without waiting till one 
gets home; connect face to face with just a 
few clicks; enjoy online entertainment live; 
stay on top of emails for high work efficiency 
and more! 

‘The 7" Eee PC is only 0.92 kg with large 
flash-based storage capacity and built-in we- 
beam for compact mobility with wireless free- 
dom. The special solid-state disc design based 
оп builtin flash-memory gives the Eee PC a 
great shockproof advantage over traditional 
notebook PCs allowing extra flexibility and a 
опу free mobile computing experience. 


PCHA holds 32nd confab 


THE PHILIPPINE COLLEGE OF HOSPITAL 
Administrators (PCHA) is the sole organi- 
zation pursuing with sustained dedication 
and deep concern in the advancement of 
hospital administration in the country: Its 
projects are geared towards enhancing hos- 
pital management through seminars and 
symposia, publications, among others. The 
PCHA is composed of hospital executives 
dedicated to transformational leadership 
and social concerns. 

On Nov. 26, the College will be celebrat- 
ing its 32nd annual convention and induc- 
tion ceremonies at Traders Hotel, Roxas 
Boulevard, Pasay City. It will bea whole day 
affair with registration starting at 8 a.m. 


The theme is “The Government Agenda for 
the Hospital Industry.” 

Topics covered would be Medical 
‘Tourism, Reforms in healthcare under the 
Department of Health's “Fourmula One" 
program, Legal Obstacles in hospital man- 
agement, Outsourcing of hospital services 
and the Hospital Detention Law. Speakers 
would be established personalities in both. 
the private and public sector of the indus- 
try. 

The registration fee per participant is 
P1,500 if registered before Nov. 15 and 
P1,800 if after the cut-off date, For reserva- 
tions and inquiries, interested parties may 
call the PCHA Secretariat at 924-1527. 


PLANTERSBANK CEO URGES ‘SME ENABLEMENT* 


Ambassador Jesus P. Tam- 
bunting, chair and CEO of 
Planters Development Bank 
proposed a new development 
approach called "SME enable- 
тепе for industralizing 
economies during the Арес 
Business Advisory Council 
(Авас) SME Summit held in 
Melbourne. Ambassador Tam- 
bunting seid the growth of 
globally competitive Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
cannot be sustained unless de- 


velopment bankers are pre- 
pared to support customers by 
integrating finance with SME- 
orlented technology applica- 
tions, support infrastructure 
and copacity-building 
Plantersbank has already put 
this ‘SME enablement’ to prac- 
tice by opening the first SME 
industrial park in the Philip- 
pines and pursuing a nation- 
‘wide advocacy program to pro- 
mote SME-focused technology 
applications in business. 


at IAME Pearson VUE Test Center 


WITH NCLEX NOW AVAILABLE AT PEARSON PRO- 
fessional Center at 312 Buendia Avenue Makati City, 
Pearson VUE Testing at IAME-Makati City has 
opened the NCLEX Practice Test to provide experi- 
ence of taking NCLEX Exam in the environment of 
Pearson Test Center. The purpose of the pre-NCLEX 
Exam Practice Test is to remove nervousness, fear 
and apprehension of the nurse examinees and to 
give them a feeling of confidence. 

ТАМЕ PVTCis also authorized to offer IT Certi- 
fication for the following Test Programs: Agilent 
Technologies, Altiris, Aruba Networks, Inc, 
Avaya Inc, Brocade Communications, Check 
Point Software Technologies, Cisco Systems Inc, 
Citrix Systems Inc, CompTIA, CWNP Dassault 
Systemes, EC-Council, EMC, EXIC, HDI, ICRM, 
Isilon Systems, Linux Professional Institute, Ma- 
trixOne, Microsoft Testing, Microsoft Dynamics, 
My SQL, Novell Testing, Pegasystems Inc, Post- 
greSQL CE (SRA OSS), Radware, Riverbed Tech- 


nology, RSA Security Testing, SAB Security Cer- -| 
tified Program Test, Siemens, SITA Inc, Sun Mi- 
crosystems - SAI Program, VERITAS, Vmware 
Inc, Zens Technologies. 

The fee for the Practice Test is P500 per hour. 
The nurse examinees may also take a refresher 
course consisting of 12 modules at P500 per 
hour. The Practice Test is for both the NCLEX-RN 
and NCLEX-PN examinations. 

After passing the NCLEX Exam, the successful 
passer may take the TOEIC Exam at the IAME 
DynEd English Proficiency Center. 

The NCLEX Practice Test maybe taken at the 
Pearson VUE Test Center located at the 4th floor 
of the International Academy of Management | 
and Economics ([AME), Noli Santos Internation- 
al Tower, 1061 Metropolitan Avenue, San Anto- 
nio Village, Makati City. Queries and reserva- 
tions maybe made through (632)896-2358; 757- 
2608 or 09 local 15; 0917-8602107. 


A GALA CHRISTMAS CONCERT 


О PM, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2007 
PLENARY HALL, PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER (PICC) 


FEATURING 


RACHELLE GERODIAS 
NOLYN CABAHUG 


KARLA GUTIERREZ 
ABDUL CANDAO RANDY GILONGO 


ELAINE LEE 


WITH THE SPECIAL PARTICIPATION OF 


GEORGE YANG 


JENNIFER UY 


D SHERWIN SOZON 


VINA MORALES 
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METRO MANILA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA 
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mph) 


“Ticketword (tol 891-9999 or visit www lcketworld.com ph) * Ticket outlets: Italanni's, Chelsea (Serendra), M Cafe, Goldlocks (Shaw) 
TICKETS: P3,000 (sold out) / P2,000 / P1,500 / P1,000 / P500 
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| Leaders, rise! 


“Where Have All the Leaders Gone?” 
By Lee Iacocca 
Scribner, 2007 


By Dante M. Velasco 
Contributor. 


THERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF CONFUSING 
double-talk these days. A bundle of cash 
distributed in the Palace is not a 
bribe; it is support for the leader's 
constituency. A pardon granted to 
a convict is a humanitarian act be- 
cause he is 70, while the rest of the less 
powerful 70 year-olds remain in jail. 

Acleric-governor told the truth about the 
money he received, and almost all officials 
said he did wrong. 

Whatever happened to our leaders? This 
would be a question that is actually a lament 
about the state of our leaders in this country. 


lacocca's lament 

Do we have a monopoly of such a lament? 
No. A recent book by Lee Iacocca asks a simi- 
lar question: "Where have all the leaders 
gone?" It is catchy because it takes off from a 
popular protest song in the '60s which asks: 
“Where have all the flowers gone?” 


ls Lee Iacocca, the savior of Chrysler, 
mourning the disappearance of real lead- 
ers? It seemed so in the beginning, until 
you get to the conclusion at the last page of 
the book. But that’s getting ahead of the 
story. 
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His first lament is that the present US ad- 
ministration has acquired the habit of lying. 
Referring to American involvement in Iraq, 
the author says: “We went to war on a lie. 
Congress did not debate it. The press didn’t 
challenge it. Secretary of State Colin Powell 
even got fooled.” Sounds familiar? 

His other lament is that the arrogance of 
leaders blinds them to real solutions. Iacocca 
relates the advice given by Douglas MacArthur 
to then President Lyndon Johnson: “Sonny, 
never get involved in a land war in Asia.” 

Johnson missed the point, and escalated 


fight in the heart of 
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the war in Vietnam where, after many years 
and thousands of American lives snuffed 
out, America lost. 

‘The author explains that Johnson so re- 
sented MacArthur calling him “Sonny” he 
did not pick up the unsolicited advice. 

"The author also frowns upon politicians 
who decide on the basis of political expedi- 
ency and not on what is right and effective. 

Tacocca once advised former President 
Ronald Reagan to increase the gas tax of 
Americans by 5 percent to discourage oil 
constimption. Reagan reacted: “I will com- 
mit political suicide." 
lacocca also takes to task the greed in 
both government and business. He com- 
ments that many leaders might have been 
watching a movie where Michael Douglas 
uttered, "Greed is good." 


Positive alternatives 

However, the book is not all lament and 
prostestations from the guy who eamed re- 
spect for his no-nonsense, no quarters leader. 

For every criticism he makes, he offers a 
positive alternative. For example, in place 
of greed and other negative values, the au- 
thor shares these thoughts: 

“Instead of greed, how about generosi- 
ty?/ Instead of envy, try a little charity,/ In- 
stead of pride, show some humility/ In- 
stead of wrath, ег see composure.” 

From a former no-nonsense business 
leader, this quote seems alien: "Now leader- 
ship involves not just lending a hand, but 
also lending an ear—respecting the cul- 
tures and insights of other nations." 

Knowing Iacocca now for what he thinks 
fiercely, we know that the quote reflects the 
character of the man. 

‘As he moves on giving running commen- 
taries on leaders, making annotations on 
events, giving profiles of most unlikely per- 
sonages like Fidel Castro of Cuba, Iacocca 
steadily discloses his commitments. 

He is an advocate of Adam Smith's free 
enterprise system. He points out: "Our capi- 
talist system holds the promise that every 
American can succeed, but if we don't in- 
fuse it with some humane values, it deterio- 
rates into a winner-take-all setup, which 
does not really serve our free enterprise 
system or our common good." 

And yet he just doesn't lapse into glitter- 
ing generalities. He prescribes: "Pay for 
performance,” and we understand that 
‘many leaders in America are being reward- 
ей for not performing. In fact, he reveals a 
shocking truth that there was a year “when 
the highest paid CEOs in the country were 
heading the worst performing companies.” 

He adds, with understandable tinge of 
irony: “Is this a new definition of tal- 
ent—the ability to lose money?” 


Retirement and mortality 

Now in the twilight of his years, Iacocca 
shifts from sarcasm, wit and merciless criticism. 
to sober and somber thoughts of his retire- 
ment—then of his mortality. Throughout the 
book, Iacocca freely shares his thoughts and 
ideas—as a straight shooter. These thoughts 
come from a man who is no longer impressed 
by honeyed words, feigned compassion, stud- 
ied cordiality. He is merciless with artifice. 

‘Somehow, when what counts in life comes, 
he is gentle and full of distilled wisdom. He 
advises that when you retire, you should not 
“disengage from life” and must hang out with 
the youth.” “Count your blessings,” he says, 
adding “I never wore my religion on my 
sleeve, but I've always had faith.” 

In his encounter with three popes and 
Evangelist Oral Roberts, he vividly recalls 
Roberts’ thought: "Everybody's going to 
die, and they go someplace. So just be sure’ 
your spiritual bank account has more cash 
receipts than debt.” 

Yes, he finally asks the question: Where have. 
all the leaders gone? His answer is both cate- 
gorical and hopeful: "They're right here, in this 
great country. But they need to be called forth." 

The faith and optimism of Lee Іасосса 
who never gave up on Chrysler is not giving 
up on America—and, maybe the world. If 
that's any consolation, the world includes 
the Philippines. (dantemvelasco@ya- 
hoo.com) 
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Tale of a new city 
rising in China: 


Tianjin to host bz 
WEF meeting 2 
пехї уеаг 


By Juan V. Sarmiento Jr. 


TIANJIN, CHINA—IT DOESN'T COME AS 
a surprise that this city, once known as the 
“ferry crossing of the emperor, ” will host 
next years World Economie Forum on 
“New Champions.” 

From the empty spaces and salt beds be- 
tween the city center, about an hour's drive 
from Beijing, and the Bohai Вау in North 
China, the Tianjin Economic-Technological 
Development Area (Teda) has been trans- 
formed into an industrial and hi-tech hub 
after more than a decade, 

Teda’s central business district, about 
two hours’ drive from the Chinese capital, is 
a well-planned “gleaming city" of office and 
residential buildings, hotels, banks, shops 
for high-end consumer goods, restaurants, 
gardens, fairways and wide boulevards. 

New structures, including the conven- 
tion center for next year’s WEF meeting, ате 
being built in Teda, whose business district 
is an “advanced” (in terms of development) 
and bigger version of sorts of The Fort in 
‘Taguig in Metro Manila 

Teda, a function zone, is part of the Tian- 
jin Binhai New Area (TBNA), which com- 
prises three administrative districts—Tang- 
gu, Hangu and Dagang—and two other 
functions zones—Tianjin Port Free Zone 
and Tianjin Port. 

А scale model of the TBNA occupies ће 
first floor of the administrative building 
where visitors are briefed about the differ- 
ent sections, highways, rivers and bound- 
aries of the sprawling area. 

‘The TBNA boasts a planned area of 2,270 
square kilometers with a coastline of 153 km, 


NISSAN 


CARARECREATONALVENCLES ME, с ш. ыш NOLO CARCORPORATON 
А ts BOSD s TTL : Vn r9 0226-8 

incentives а rein Талех TIENS SDE TUS Te Bae ath SUN КҮКЕ aae 

To attract investors, the governmenthas | витези, NEMUS... NESAPAGAS Лана 0шю: УШИ дада) 
ораап investors, ће goverment has | анун Та МЫШ нн GRIM н a, ЖИ нан 
upto 15 percent and accelerated deprecia- | ИША ады з ааны 14 па (99тан ТА NISSAN CEBU DISTRIBUTORS, NC. 
tion on fixed and intangible assets ш git à al ES TO EH MEER 

ISI AE LA tesa GALLERY от [y 

The TBNA has attracted some 3,000 | шудан; те нобай, нт Та е OSA 205778 Зема (нна чава MSAN CAGAAN DEORO 
businesses (including more than 200 enter- | sems a "i ляля M. 

ri ў MSSANGALLERYQUEZONAYE. — зынын. T por 
prises from the world's top 500 firms) from | ssyysuanceaen Тани ч, тата Тама (Шы тиза ams мына 


100 countries, resulting in "utilized" over- 
seas investment of $19.1 billion. 

Domestic investment amounted to 33.2 
billion yuan, according to its administrative. 
committee. 

‘Among the companies that have set up 
shop in Teda are Otis, Toyota, Glaxo Smith 
Kline and Bluescope Butler. 

‘Trade is booming in the area as reflected 
in the frenetic activities at the port. 

Giant blue and red cranes, like limbs of 
“Transformers,” sit atop the quays on the 
light brown waters of Bohai, loading and 
unloading cargo. 


World’s 6th biggest port 

With a capacity of 258 million tons, the 
‘Tianjin port is the 4th largest in China and 
the 6th in the world. 

Last year, its container handling capacity 
stood at 5.95 million ТЕЦ. 

A newly built four-story Shipping Service 
Center, which has a huge glass dome and 
garden below, handles customs transac- 
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Take Your Head 
Office Wherever 
You Go 


Anywhere you are is a perfect place 
for your head office. Whether it’s an 
airport lounge, the backseat of your 
car or your backyard. It's easy with 
the SME Mobility Bundle from 
Globe, the leader in complete 
business solutions and innovations. 
I's а complete package for small to 
medium scale businesses, It comes 
with a laptop, a data card and a 
Globe Visibility connection, the 
ultimate in mobile internet 
communication. 


"You can now connect to the world of 
online business or to the guys back 
at your home office at speeds of up 
to 1.8 megabits per second. 
Globe Visibility automatically 
chooses the fastest mobile connection 
speed available in your area to 
maximize your internet time: 


* GPRS at 24 kbps. 

* EDGE (Enhanced Data rates for 
GSM Evolution). A 3G technology 
that delivers broadband-like 
speeds to mobile devices. 

+ Wi-Fi (Wireless Fidelity). Wi-Fi 
enabled computers send and 
receive data indoors and out; 
anywhere within the range of a 
base station. 

*3G with HSDPA (High Speed 
Downlink Packet Access). Its one 
of the most powerful cellular- 
data technologies ever developed, 
with speeds of up to 1.8 megabits 
per second. 


Here are just some of the things you 
can do with Globe’s SME Mobility 
Bundle: 


* E-mail 

Growing your business means 
building business relationships 
and being constantly up-to-date 
on business matters. E-mail 
enables you to correspond with 
your partners here and all over 
the world. 


* File transfers 

Sending files, videos and 
documents through courier are 
old school. Not only does it take 
a long time to get there, the costs 
can be hard on your budget, 
especially for overnight services. 
Now you can securely transfer 
files online and the transfer 
happens in a few seconds. After 
sending, you can quickly check 
its receipt via e-mail. 


* Keep an eye on your business with 
Globe WebEye (An add-on 
option) Globe WebEye is а 
security camera you can place 
anywhere in your office or 
business, It's hooked directly to 
the Internet via Globe Broadband. 
connection. Through the SME 
Mobility Bundle, you can access 
Globe Webliye and check out your 
business in real time from 
anywhere. 


Open your business to a world of 
unlimited potential. Just call the 
Globe Business Hotline at 7301288 
and discover for yourself what the 
SME Mobility Bundle can do for 
your company. 
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Mindanao school gets new educational facilities 


MIDSAYAR NORTH COTA- 
bato—The US Agency for Inter- 
national Development (US- 
AID)-Philippines and Фе 
Knowledge Channel Founda- 
tion Inc. last week turned over 
educational television (ETV) fa- 
cilities to the San Isidro Ele- 
mentary School in Midsayap, 
North Cotabato. 

At official ceremonies attend- 
ed by Education secretary Jesli 
Lapus and USAID mission direc- 
tor Jon Lindborg, the school re- 
ceived satellite TV infrastruc- 
ture under the program “Televi- 
sion Education for the Advance- 
ment of Muslim Mindanao” or 
‘TEAM-Mindanao. 


Regions 
DepEd's 


English. 


nel has 


Functionality * Durability 
t 


RSEN Е 
ViewSonic 


fhe choice of professionals 


" РЧ 


PJ358 
2000 lumens 


8 


PJ862 
3100 lumens 


Horizontal - Vertical Keystone. 


The three-year USAID-assist 
ed project, which started in 
2004 has provided 150 public 
schools in conflict-affected ar- 
eas in ARMM (Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao) and 


ETV programs covering the 
tencies in Math, Science and 


San Isidro Elementary School 
is the 150th and last school on 
the list of recipients, officially 
terminating the 
Channel project in this part of 
the country. 

So far, the Knowledge Chan- 
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78,529 students on a yearly ba- 
sis in the most remote and iso- 
lated areas of Mindanao. 

It has been made available in 
31 municipalities within eight 
provinces including Basilan, Su- 
1а and Tawi-Tawi. 

According to Doris Nuval, 
TEAM-Mindanao project direc- 
tor the Knowledge Channel 
(KCh) has impacted on the aca- 
demic performance of its end- 
users; especially in the province. 
of Zamboanga Sibugay. 

All 15 schools provided with 
KCh in that province have 
posted significant increases 
across all subject areas in the 
Division Achievement Tests 
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(DAT), according to the Zam- 
boanga Sibugay Schools Divi- 
sion ETV coordinator, Froilan 


Among notable successes 
was the Habib Moin Anduhol 
Elementary School, 
posted a significant increase 
їп its Mean Percentage Score 
(MPS) from 25th place (43.03 
percent) in the Division in 


(61.34 percent) 


School also showed an increase 
in its MPS and rose from 27th 
place (50.35 percent) in 2005- 
2006 to 1st place (68 percent) 


Nuval 


which 


7th place theirschools. 


in 2006- 


Elementary 


of the 


installed. 
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Mayor Dai Xianglong. 


He said the average annual fis- 
cal revenue grew 24.3 percent. 

Tianjin’s GDP increased 14.4 
percent last year to 433.77 bil- 
lion yuan, raising per capita 
GDP to more than $5,000. 
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October Global Sales Rebound 
-15.3 pct m-o-m to 240,953 units 


- Korean sales up 8.9 pct m-o-m, overseas Eden up 17.3 pct 
-- Jan-Oci '07 sales up 5.4 pct y-o-y reaching 2.14 million 


(Seoul, Korea) After a sluggish 
September which saw Hyundai Mo- 
tor Co.'s worldwide sales fall by 11.5 
percent, there was good news in 
October as sales rebounded by 
15.3 percent over the prior month to 
reach 240,953 units. On a cumula- 
tive basis, the company's worldwide 
sales for the ten months of this year 
are up 5.4 percent over the compa- 
rable period last year, reaching 
2,139,170 units. 


Korean sales rose by 8.9 percent 
m-o-m to 55,224 units while a brisk 
rise in export shipments from Kore- 
an factories precipitated an even 
healthier 37.5 percent rise equiva- 
lent to 119,304 units. 


Domestic Passenger Car 
Sonata, Avante/Elantra and the 
Grandeur/Azera were the compa- 
пуз top three selling vehicles in the 
home market with 10,376 units, 


8,922 units and 6,940 units, respec- 
tively sold in October. In a market 
that has been traditionally соо! to 
hatchbacks, sales of the newly intro- 
duced i30 topped the 2,000 mark for 
the second straight month. A total of 
30,432 Hyundai passenger cars 
were sold in Korea during October, 
marking a 0.2 percent improvement 
‘over the previous month. 


Domestic SUV & Minivans 


Photographics 
B18 Upper Ground Fir. 
New Farmers Plaza, 
Araneta Center, 
Cubao, Q.C. 

Tel. Nos. 911-0986, 


in 2006-2007 in the DAT. 

also claimed that 
TEAM-Mindanao is a prototype 
of project sustainability with 
Parent Teachers and Communi- 
ty Associations of 16 schools in 
North Cotabato, Maguindanao, 
Zamboanga Sibugay and Tawi- 
Tawi having raised funds on 
their own to buy a total of 45 
additional television sets for 


This, stated Nuval, is 
mean feat, considering that all 
of these communities are mired 
in poverty and belong to 5th 
and 6th class municipalities." 

Some local government units 
have also owned up to TEAM- 
Mindanao and have supported 
the project by paying their 
schools’ electric bills, improving 
KCh viewing rooms by repaint- 
ing or decorating these, provid- 
ing floor mats for children to sit 
on, and most important, main- 
taining and ensuring the safety 
of the ETV infrastructure with 
the help of barangay tanods. 

With TEAM-Mindanao, the 
Knowledge Channel is now in 
the southernmost municipality 
country—Sitangkai, 
Tawi-Tawi where schools were 
electrified with solar panels be- 
fore the ЕТУ infrastructure was 


“Tawi-Tawi children as well 
as their teachers in the "hinter- 


Tale of a new city 


tions through the e-port system 
that integrates e-government, 
e-commerce and e-logistics. 
Impressive is Tianjin's eco- 
nomic performance as a result 
of the trade and investment. 
Over the past five years, its 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
has registered an annual growth 
rate of 14 percent, according to 


Testing ground for reforms 

Tn line with the guidelines of 
China's State Council, people in 
China, who want to buy foreign 
stocks, can use Tianjin as “ac- 
said the mayor. 

“In principle, pioneering re- 
forms concerning financial en- 
terprises, financial businesses, 
financial market and financial 
opening-up are allowed to be 
tested first in the TBNA,” the 
Council said in a document is- 


est” of islands now enjoy and 
learn from educational televi- 
sion like their Manila counter- 
parts, in effect equalizing teach- 
ing and learning opportuni- 
ties,” Nuval said. 

According to the project di- 
rector, "the last three years 
have been dotted with adven- 
tures ofthe riskiest and richest 
kind—getting lost in the mid- 
dle of the Sulu Sea looking for 
island barangays which disap- 
peared in the mist, crossing 
crocodile-infested waters to 
get to the mountain schools of 
Zamboanga del Sur, getting 
caught in the crossfire of feud- 
ing families in Basilan, and i 
stalling satellite dishes in the 
midst of military operations in 
Maguindanao to flush out ASG 
leader Janjalani. No doubt, 
there were times when we 
asked ourselves if the effort 
was worth all these; and we 
found the answers in the faces 
of little children whose eyes lit 
up and stay lit upon seeing 
television for the first time.” 

Educational television and 
technology is finally at work in 
Mindanao—at least in these 
150 schools whose administra- 
tors never dreamed of having a 
technology-driven educational 
intervention assist them in the 
way that the Knowledge Chan- 
nel has. 


“no 


sued on May 26, 2006. 

Tianjin has a population of 
10.43 million and an area of 
11,900 square kilometers. One 
of the four municipalities under 
the direct supervision of the 
central government, it will host 
football games during the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. 

By August next year, three 
fast transport systems will link 
the city to Beijing. 

High-speed trains will cut 
travel time to and from Beijing 
tojust 28 minutes. 

Zhang Gaoli, secretary general 
ofthe CPC Tianjin Municipal Com- 
mittee, said: “Tianjin will follow 
the scientific approach to develop- 
ment,” hopefully to become the 
countrys third pillar of growth. 

The State Council has identi- 
fied the TBNA as another en- 
gine for regional economic 
growth after the Shenzhen Spe- 
cial Economic Zone and the 
Pudong New Area. 

“If we want great develop- 
ment, we should open up. So we 
will make the investment climate 
excellent for both foreigners and 
Chinese," Zhang said. 


Liaolung Penge 


MAP of the Tianjin Binhai New Area 


Santa Fe once again led SUV 
sales with 4,709 units sold (up by 


-40.0 percent) with Tucson in second 


spot registering sales of 2,709 units. 
Total SUV and minivan sales for Oc- 
tober jumped by 18.3 percent m-o- 
mto8,933 units. 
Commercial Vehicles 

Sales of Hyundai buses in Korea 
surged by 26.6 percent m-o-m to 
5,201 units while truck sales jumped 
by 22.6 percent m-o-m to 10,658 
units, 


Export Sales 

Overseas shipments от 
Hyundai's three Korean factories 
grew by 37.5 percent m-o-m to 
108,304 units, excluding the exports 
of 23,430 knock-down kits to over- 


seas assembly partners in Europe, 
Asia, Africa and South America. 
Hyundai's overseas manufactur- 
ing subsidiaries in India, China, 
Turkey and the United States saw 
October sales slip by 2.7 percent m- 
очт to 77,425 units. Total overseas 
sales for the month stood at 185,729 
units equivalent to a 17.3 percent im- 
provement over the previous month. 


Established in 1967, Hyundal Motor Co. 
has grown into the Hyundai-Kia Automotive 
Group which was ranked as the world's sixth 
largest automaker in 2006 and includes over 
two dozen auto-related subsidiaries and affi 
lates, Employing over 68,000 people world 
wide, Hyundai Motor posted US$29.4 billion 
in sales in 2006 (on а non-consolidated ba- 
sis, [USS68.4 billion consolidated). Hyundai 
vehicles are sold in 193 countries through 
some 5000 dealerships and showrooms, 
Further information about Hyundai Motor Co. 
and its products is available at 
itp:Iwenchyundal-motor.com 
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“THE PROCESS is exactly 
like doinga painting, only the 
ЭШ} mediumisa bangle,” says 
SA] Santos (left) 
Textand photos zz 3 are lovingly and painstakingly the Archeology section of the 
by Abigail L. Ho z У E made, using only high quality Powerplant Mall, F*art Store in 
у paints and wooden bangles, it’s Cubao, Schu in Glorietta 3, 
PAINTINGS USUALLY ADORN Wy © Мк и TTA notasurprise that they are also Peppered Cherry in Serendra, 
the walls of museums or art Neuf E priced a bit higher than other Ichigo Shoes in Greenhills, and 
lovers’ houses—admired from = : WoW ^^. woodenbanglesinthemarket, Nothing But Water, 
afar, not to be touched lest \ ims E» c9 Рао says BBB bangles sell for Рао says BBB doesn't have 
their beauty be tainted. p 9. a minimum of P400, with pre- any plans of setting up a physi- 
But there are works of art - mium price tags placed on spe- cal store since the Multiply site 
that thrive on human touch, ы cial and made-to-order designs. is easier to maintain, with less 
and some actually reside al- Sis. eu ee The price factor actually overhead. 
most permanently on the own- TM „ХАМЗА АС made Venny abit apprehensive “We cant fill up an entire 
ers arms. ingYiu isa huge bangle person, medium is a bangle.” websites has paid offhandsome- at the start since he wasn't sure stand-alone store with just our 
These are wearable art—ex- ifthe actual painting process ly for BBB as Venny says he has whether or not people would bangles," she explains, Чез al- 
actly what Baubles Bangles N Team effort takes a lot of rime and effort, not seen designs like theirs оп be willing to pay a premium for so easier to just sell on Multiply 
actly {bp plecesare Their "Мете really a team,” says Venny says, the conceptualiza- anybody else's bangles, «wooden fashion accessories. ^ since all we need is an Internet 
colorful wooden bangles are Рао. “I handle the online busi- tion stage is even more taxing He also takes pride in saying Artists’ talent fees are obvi- connection and a computer. 
anliy works of art in bring. ness Venny is in charge of pro- аз he always has to have fresh that BBB is probably опео ће ously mot open for compro- We're still wary of risks.” 
anywhere sizes, with designs duction, and another partner, new ideascoming. reasons wooden bangles are a mise, considering the difficulty Cyberspace continues tobe the 
Tanging from simple ethnic Joyce, takes care ofthe adminis- |) Tage among Filipino fashion- of executing artworks on such most lucrative business venue for 
swirls to complicatéd actual trative stuff and the financials.” Unique designs istas, whether its summer or small canvasses. The quality of ВВВ, she says; with bazaars and 
portraits. The design conceptualiza- Ніз designs are inspired by the rainy season. the materials used also cannot consignments becoming only 
тай, artist by profession tion process is entirely Venny’s almost anything under the “Bangles are usually summer be sacrificed secondary markets, serving as a 
and I really wanted to incorpo- territory she says. Sun from graphicdesignsand accessories, but we still havea "But then, people started means to constantly remind peo: 
and [realy Wares ica” says Venny is ably supported by architecture, to nice prints that constant stream of buyers even buying, and we alsohadalotof pie that ВВ Б here and is stil 
Tenny Lex Santos, the man re. five young apprentice artists he sees on the streets or even if its no longer summer” he repeat orders,” Pao relates. churning out new stuff. 
sponsible for hundreds of who execute his designs on on someone's shirt. says, “The quality of the bangles, ВВВ sees innovation as a key 
ique ВВВ bangle designs, theirdoughnut-shapedcanvas, Since Venny is in the fashion even if they're a bit pricey, keep Power of the Internet success factor—which is why it 
"Bangleswerethe easiest way to Working tirelessly for the business, he also has to be up- ciens comingbackformore? ВВВ site on social network- has expanded its line to also in- 
ded mcetheyprovidedabig most part of а day, Venny says dated with the latest trends Although ВВВ also comes ing and blogging service clude artsy earrings and funky 
enough canvas for painting.” he andhisartists can finish any- here and abroad. ош with basic bangle designs, provider Multiply—baubles- yet classy neckpieces, all exe- 
баре 1S years of working Where from 150 to 200 bangles “па guy but alwayshaveto such as ethnic prints, flowers banglesnbeads.multi- cuted in wood. 
in em ат gallery as resident a week, with each contributing read fashion magazinesand web- and sun bursts, he says the ply.com—has helped boost the Аз long as people are willing 
artist, and everything else be- five to 10 bangles a day. sites,” he says, “I have to know twists given to these common popularity of BBB bangles by to bring along their “paintings” 
ade dee deddedio pursue “Ies а long process since thelatestends. Weneed tokeep designs are what give ВВВ the sheet number of people it wherever they go, he says, BBB 
another calling in the art scene, each piece is hand painted,” he coming up with new ideas.” pieces an edge over those of canreachatanygiventime. will continue to churn out 
Tt also helped that his gi. says. “The process is exactly But having to constantly look competitors Right now, BBB bangles аге pieces that are worthy of being 
frichdentbateesspartner aol like doing a painting, only the through fashion magazines and Since each of BBB's pieces also consigned in Anthology at called wearable art. 


RP’s ATM industry 
prepares to bitch on 
outsourcing bandwagon 


THE COUNTRY’S  OUT- tion, network connection. and 
sourcing industry, dominated cash handling services. 
by business process providers Non-bank locations are al- 
like call centers, is on its way so viable sites to meet card- 
to а new arena as banks and holders’ need for conve- 
other financial institutions nience in obtaining cash. 
aggressively pursue expan- Tiered fee-based charges 
sion plans anchored on the will apply on a per transac- 
rapid deployment of more tion basis shared among the 
automated teller machines host, the ISOs and other par- 
(ATMs) nationwide, ticipants through which the 
Since ATMs in the Philip- transaction was consummat- 
pines have traditionally been ed. 
‘owned and operated by the 1а the US and other ad- 
"banks, these units have often vanced markets like Europe, 
"beenbrandedasacostcenter ISOs have gained promi- 
requiring substantial capital nence as the foremost 
investment as an added ser- provider of ATMs for banks. 
vice demanded by bank ^ From less than 20 percent 
clients, in 2000, private ownership of 
Banks, therefore, not only ATMs has now widely ex- 
need to be technologically ceeded bank-owned units 
ready but also financially with at least 80 percent in the 
sound to be able to put in US alone, the bulk of which 
place an ATM infrastructure are in off-site locations. 
to drive future growth. ISOs have also been driv- 
For this reason, indepen- ing retail deployment in the 
dent operators, also known UK with about 21,600 off-site 
as ISOs (independent service ATMs, more than 2.5 times 
organizations) or IADs (inde- the number of that in Spain, 
pendent ATM deployers), will its closest rival in Europe, 
likely take ona greater role in said Dominic Hirsch, manag- 
the local banks’ growth ing director of London-based 
strategies, seeking to capital- financial analysis firm Retail 
ize on the limitations of Banking Research Ltd. and an 
banks, particularly smaller executive board member of 
kinds such as rural banks, to the global group ATM Indus- 
modernize and expand try Association (ATMIA). 
through the deployment of ^ Besides increasing activity 
anextensiveATM network. on the part of ISOs and 
In the Philippines, ISOs greater willingness to pay for 
can work out various deals their services, Hirsch said 
with banks in setting up an other factors that would pro- 
ATM system, at no cost to the pel future retail ATM deploy- 
banks. ment include growth in aver- 
Initially, these arrange- age retail outlet size, greater 


menis ное the supply and_prowsion In underserved mu Take your head office on the road. 


maintenance of ATMs, with ral areas, and growth in 
the banks providing the loca- third-party advertising. It's easy with the SME Mobility Bundle 


Get wireless internet access via Globe Visibility connection and a laptop. 
—— I ei aa RE for as low as P3,200 per month.” 
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4 $ Access e-mail, download fles, check your online calendar and 
surf the net wherever you may be. 


For more info about the SME Mobility Bundle and other Globe services, 
email sme@globetel.com.ph or сай (оз) 730-1288 
or1-800-8-730-1288 (toll-free via Globe). 
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strives to keep market edge 


By Christine A. Gaylican 
Contributor 


PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT FOR LANDCO 
Pacific Corp. is more than merely upgrad- 


ing the land value but is constantly recreat- 
ing a unique niche that targets the need for 
comfortable but chic urban living or bring- 


ATYPICAL Punta Fuego sunset 


ing modern amenities into a rural setting. 

Landco Pacific has been ahead of the 
pack among Philippine real estate develop- 
ers when it comes to high-end projects. The 
company, which is a joint-venture between 
the Xerez-Burgos family and the First Metro 
Pacific Corp., introduced upscale resort liv- 


ing with its Peninsula de Punta Fuego and 
other related projects in 1995. It also intro- 
duced the urban farming concept with 
Leisure Farms in 1999. 

“We are four to five years ahead among 
other property developers in this scale. We 
always try to bring opportunity for quality 
living because we live in very stressful 
times,” shares Landco senior vice president 
Albert “Alby” Xerez-Burgos III. 

Alby, who is also the marketing manager, 
says it has been a challenge to maintain its 
edge of the high-end market in a very compet- 
itive industry these days, which rides on more 
than five years of a property market boom. 


eee 


“RATED. 


O over 10 


Special 10th Anniversary Limited Edition Series 


Linn 


==) 


zc Yer 


LOSSWINID 


NEW PP" Circular 
Fogamps. 


‘Sony 001000 Single InDash OVD 
Player/MP3/Tuner with remote. 


Also available: Limited Edition SPOT 7 VD 


Rize, wad] E 


Edition Crosswind ty 


= 


from the conventional, 


а 


\ 
i 
| 
| 


Be one of the few to drive home the Limited 


(= and Sportivo models. 


With features and add-ons that set you apart 


these latest variants 


create that distinction you truly deserve. 


Limited sticker pus Blackout 
Pitars and Door Frames. 


Niny treo layered 
Console Box 


Handsome black sport Mounted LCD Monitors. 
Jersey/viey combination 

‘Seat material matched 

with black floor carpet, 

‘Seatbelt and ims. 


Dual 7inch Wide Screen Headrest Exclusive colors in Crystal 


Blue or Ebony Black. 


Special Colors: Tornade Red & Pearl White 


€— 
"REIS EN 066004 
62) 811343 QUEZON AVENUE To. (82 329711 


Manufactured and distributed by: 


m———MÓ: 
за Du tS CATE ы адлана -SABELA ш QR NDP 
ты ресто SAN PABLO Ta ив злив - FIACASHUN ты пл EDS 


Isuzu Philippines Corporation Tel. No. (049) 5410224 * Fax Nos. 8420202, (049) 5410333 


‘so. A CHANAN DEOR ты aet THO 
DAVAO тө: (02) 2875344 
шоме тв (02) ERD 


00 Tet (032) 5087877 


High-end brand 

He says every project must be conceived 
differently to satisfy the diverse'and eclec- 
tictaste of the Class A to upper B markets. 

Alby says that in conceptualizing new 
projects, they consider that their targeted 
market only wants the best in life. 

"We have to hinge on the fact that our 
prospective clients, who are successful in 
their careers and mostly well-traveled, only 
want the best things in life. We have to con- 
stantly work to meet their demands and we 
only want to give the best projects that they 
deserve," he notes. 

Albys dad, Landco Pacifics president 
and CEO Albert Xerez-Burgos Jr, says ac- 
quiring a prime piece of property is not only 
relevant but is investing in reliable infras- 
tructure that commands the price of a high- 
end real estate brand. 

The elder Xerez-Burgos says they strive 
to go beyond expectations of their very 
meticulous market. 

He cites that for their new project, the Mon- 
terrazas de Cebu, intensive capital investments 
on the part of Landco and йз partners from 
startto finish are vital to its success. 

“This is the company's biggest project 
outside of Luzon and we want to go beyond 
expectations,” he notes 


Latest project 

‘The seasoned property developer knows 
that the location of Monterazzas de Cebu 
occupying a 200-hectare piece of property 
located 340 meters above sea level best 
known as the “Skyline” will provide a 
scenic view of Cebu City and its nearby is- 
lands. 

“This is the last contiguous property 
available in the heart of Cebu City,” says the 
elder Xerez-Burgos. He notes that their tan- 
dem with project partners Genvi Develop- 
ment Corp. led by owners Augusto and 
Margarita Villalon would fulfill one of the 
grandest mixed-use residential property in 
the country. 

The groundwork for viable road access 
and other supporting infrastructure has be- 
gun in April, Future residents are guaran- 
teed a view of Mandaue, Cebu and Talisay 
cities. 

“We have invested a substantial amount 
of money to make everything right,” he 
says. 

The company has recognized the need to 
address the environmental concerns on the 
project's drainage system. 

Alby says the company has invested in 
the development of 25 detention ponds 
that can contain 1,600 millimeters of water 
at one time to prevent the flooding of low- 


| land areas. 


The project's first phase, which covers 60 
hectares of development, may be complet- 
ed in two to three years’ time at an estimat- 
ей cost of not less than P1 billion to PS 
lion in investments. 

Water availability and other technologi- 
cal enhancements such as Wi-Fi connec- 
tions for future residents are also incorpo- 
rated in the initial construction stage. 

“It is important that the residents of 
Monterrazas will have all the amenities 
they need,” assures Alby. 

He notes that city living would be like no 
other as they incorporate the resort living 
amenities to relieve urban dwellers of daily 
stress. 

Alby adds that the Villalons are very par- 
ticular with the concept of the architectural 
and interior designs for Monterrazas. Au- 
gusto Villalon has an extensive background 
in architecture. 


Cebu's love for elegance 

Monterrazas will make use of the con- 
temporary Philippine architecture that usu- 
ally combines artistic form and function. Its 
design will reveal a sense of the Cebuanos’ 
excellent taste for elegance and traditions, 
Alby points out. 

Since the soft launching of the Monter- 
razas in the second quarter of this year, resi- 
dents, who would want the premiere Cebu 
City address in the future, have already 
bought property in Monterrazas. 

There has been an avid interest now from 
property buyers from Cebu and those from oth- 
er provinces. About 20 percent of the 90 lots in 
phase one of the Monterrazas de Cebu have 
been reserved by potential homeowners when 
Landco started to pre-sell the lots in July. 

The younger Xerez-Burgos said the com- 
pany began selling the premium lot areas of 
Peaks 1 and 2 of the entire 200-hectare 
property of the Villalon family. 

“We want to sell from the top going 
down, starting with the most expensive 
lots, because we want to establish that this 
is an upscale project,” he notes. 

Parcels of land at the Monterrazas have 
sizes ranging from 600 square meters to 
800 square meters and are priced between 
P12,000 and P15,000 per square meter. 

However, the elder Xerez-Burgos says 
that lower-priced lots would also be of. 
fered. “Eventually, we will develop resi 
dences catering to the upper middle class, 
he notes. “We will make sure of that.” 
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International heritage experts 


to hold meeting in the Cordilleras а OG 


cil for Monuments and Sites 

(Icomos) is a Paris-based 
NGO whose members are heritage 
practitioners recognized and re- 
spected around the world as lead- 
ers in their field. 

‘The organization regulates the conserva- 
tion profession worldwide and advises the 
Unesco World Heritage Committee on cul- 
tural heritage issues. Its Philippine mem- 
bers are prominently involved in govern- 
ment and private sector conservation pro- 
jects in the country and many are members 
‘of the academe. 

Distinguished heritage experts from 
France, Italy, Germany, Macedonia, Russia, 
Canada, USA, Mexico, Dominican Repub- 
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PRIDE OF PLACE 
Augusto Villalon 


lic, China, Japan, Korea and Australia, 
members of the Icomos Committee for Ver- 
nacular (Traditional) Architecture, are 
gathering in Banaue, Ifugao Province, on 
the first week of December for its annual 
meeting. 

Meetings are held in a different country 
each year to provide occasions for members 
to share their expertise with local commu- 
nities. 

The 2007 meeting will take a close look at 
international heritage sites, vast cultural 
landscapes that combine natural and man- 
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АВЕ the rice terraces of the Philippine Cordillera (left) still 
sustainable in 2007? At Lagud Village, Barangay Uhaj, Banaue, a 
showcase of community-based tourism, houses are being built 
through traditional construction methods and materials. 
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Odd mixture of the popular 


"CIRCO Simpao,” by Santiago Bose, at the Lopez Memorial Museum 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


IGH CULTURE DOESN'T HAVE 
to be an unreachable star. (Cul- 
ture isn't just for the culturati.) 
Jn ап art exhibit, one only has to focus on 
important issues and significant features. 
of the subject and make these digestible 
for the common audien: 
А case in point is the joint institutional 
exhibition “Zero in,” which started some 
years ago in an art gallery and two muse- 
ums. By mixing the popular and the aca- 
demic, the annual cultural event has 
proven tobe tenable and, in fact, success- 
ful that it has added more venues to its 
consortium. 
Now on its sixth year, it opened in mid- 
September and extends until middle of 
next year in Ateneo Art Gallery, Ayala 


—————— BORER 


PHILIPPINE D} 


demic 


precious stones, were inspire 
gins’ deep interest in the hist] 
and archaeology “in the face 0 
ing and overlapping borders.” 


Fissures and convergence 
In "Blur" various artists exarl 
tic polarities, dualities, fissure: 
points at which opposites conve 
Opening late last month, tH 
runs until April 5, 2008, irr Lop} 
rial Museum, 6/Е Benpres Bui 


‘Museum, Bahay Tsinoy, Lopez Memorial 
Museum and Museo Pambata ng Mayni- 
la. 

"The various exhibits are unified by the 
theme of hybridity, the notion of the 
crossbreed in our culture. Each show, 
therefore, takes on “hybridization in all 
its forms,” and the whole becomes an 
“exploration of likeness and variance.” 

As the exhibition note encapsulates it: 
“The specific interpretative frames con- 
structed by each museum pitches for a 


CHILD'S ART at Museo Pambata 


critical rethinking of what and how fu- 
sions are realized." 

Ayala Museum in Makati City opened 
the event with “Hybridity: Mark Lewis 
Higgins," a fabulous collection of jew- 
elled portraits taken from history, reli- 
gion, geography and archaeology, which 
ran until late October. 

The icon-like images, painted, col- 
laged and heavily adomed with semi- 


change Rd. cor. Meralco Ave 
Center, Pasig City. 

"Comida China" demonstr} 
Chinese dishes have been | 
through the years—lumpiang 
and pancit Canton being some! 
examples of such hybrid food} 
before fusion cuisine became tr 

Opening last Saturday, the ex] 
until Dec. 5 at Bahay Tsinoy (V 
Chinese in Philippine Life); Kai 
King Heritage Center, 32 Anda 


International heritage experts 


1 From page С! 


made qualities. It will focus on the human di- 
mension to conservation, the necessity for 
‘community participation for preservation of 
heritage sites 

Examples will be presented showing dif- 
ferent approaches to the preservation of 
heritage sites that have found means to up- 
grade the quality of life of the resident com- 
munity. 

Various Philippine projects that have suc- 
cessfully used heritage as a resource for in- 
come-generation to benefit local communi- 
ties will be presented. These projects, now 
uplifting communities in southern Cebu, 
Bohol, Taal, Ifugao, show the Philippines 
has succeeded with innovative approaches 
to heritage conservatic 

Heritage, after all, is a highly underuti- 
lized resource for sustainable income-gen- 
eration and nation-building. The Icomos 
meeting is determined to find innovative 
methods to preserve heritage in a sustain- 
able manner that benefits communities liv- 
ing in heritage sites. 


Ideal setting 

The Rice Terraces of the Philippine 
Cordillera is an ideal setting for the meet- 
ing. The outstanding, complex site is one of 
the few in the world that combine the 
works of nature and man that are, like 
many other similar sites, having difficulty 
sustaining themselves in the 21st century. 

Constructed with traditional methods 
which have remained the same through at 
east a millennium, manmade terraces of 
breathtaking beauty cut into high moun- 
tain slopes of the Philippine Cordillera co- 
exist with once-sustainable traditional agri- 
culture, forest management and water dis- 
tribution methods which are now finding 
difficulty continuing into the present day. 

‘The survival of the terraces is not depen- 
dent on simply mending falling terrace 
walls. Complicating the issue of site preser- 
vation is that the lifestyle of terrace inhabi- 
tants is increasingly difficult to maintain as 
civilization and technology progress into 
the modern era. 

Conserving heritage has little relevance 
to most site residents who live on a day-to- 
day survival mode. Therefore, Icomos aims 
to make them aware that among the values 
of heritage is its use (not exploitation) as а 
sustainable cultural and eco-tourism re- 


UST Museum show focuses on Vigan as heritage city 


THE CENTER FOR THE CONSER- 


[RUINED Spanish colonial church in Escalante, Negros 
‘Occidental, a heritage resource waiting for reuse 


WHAT are the heritage tourism possibilities that 
will keep traditional bamboo and nipa houses alive? 


HAND-TIED rattan strips secure bamboo to the 
roof framing of a traditional Ifugao house. 


IS THE DELICATE American colonial-period 
glorieta at the Carcar rotonda in Cebu a useless 
monument for the 21st century? 


to hold 


source, and, therefore, héritage must be 
preserved as a livelihood opportunity and 
also for community identity. 

‘Training of Philippine conservation prac- 
titioners is another objective of the meet- 
ing. Since conservation courses are not of- 
fered in Philippine universities, the pres- 
ence of foreign colleagues is a rare opportu- 
nity for Icomos Philippine committee mem- 
bers and other heritage professionals work- 
ing in the country to widen their personal 
international networks and to upgrade pro- 
fessional skills. 

Parmering with Icomos National Commis- 
sion Philippines are the United States Ambas- 
sador's Fund for Cultural Preservation, Net- 
work of Expertise for the Global Environment 
(е8); Tokyo Electric Power Company; Funda- 
ción Santiago; Department of Tourism; Ayala 
Foundation; and National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts. 


Environmental planners 

The 2007 National Convention of the 
Philippine Institute of Environmental Plan- 
ners (PIEP) will be held Nov. 23-24 at Occu- 
pational Safety and Health Center, North 
Avenue, Quezon City. 

This years theme is "Enhancing Local 
Economic Development through More Ef- 
fective Planning." It showcases the “Best 
Practices” of local government initiatives in 
increasing local revenues, attracting pri- 
vate investments, and improving local eco- 
nomic productivity. 

The theme recognizes the need of most. 
LGUs to increase their revenues and ex- 
pand job opportunities to improve the liv- 
ing and working conditions of their citi- 
zens. 

PIEP also acknowledges that many LGUs 
have initiated innovative approaches to ad- 
dress such challenges, and their lessons will 
be shared with the audience. 

Co-sponsors are the League of Muni 
palities; League of Cities; and League of 
Provinces, with LGU mayors and governors 
expected to make presentations. 

For information on Icomos, visit 
wwwicomosorg ог icomosphilip- 
pines.blogspot.com. Contact Arlene Guar- 
in-Ty of the PIEP Secretariat at 9209705, 
fax 9273595, or e-mail piep secretari- 
at@yahoo.com, 


feedback to 


E-mail 
gmail.com 
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VISUAL ARTS 


Sayo, Ruben Sindac, Lina Ve- 
las-Sotto and Romeo Velasco 
Jr. Call 4152452, 9283795 and 
9614458. 


Paderna returns 
After two decades of living and 
working in the United States, 
Rafael Paderna returns with “In- 
ner Landscape,” to be unveiled 
Nov. 15 at Ricco-Renzo Galleries 
(Nicanor Garcia St., Makati City). 
Special guest is Paulino Que. 
The abstract series rendered in 
acrylic features beguiling colors 
and a placid mood inviting view- 
ers to meditation. A Fine Arts 
. graduate of the University of 
Santo Tomas, Paderna received 
gold medals for sculpture at the 
Art Association of the Philip- 
pines competition in 1981 and 
1997. In the US, the Anaheim. 
Art Association in California 
gave him First Prize in painting 
in 1996 and the Jurors’ Choice 
award in 1994. Paderna's con- 
‘temporaries include fellow UST 
alumni Tam Austria, Raul Isidro. 
and Edgar Doctor. Call 
8982543/2545. 


(Blue)/" by Aaron Bautista 


Bautista at Second 

Aaron Bautista presents his lat: 
est paintings in “Concrete - 
Scapes,” until Nov. 18 in Sec- 
ond Gallery, 217 Dona Aurora 
St., Angono, Rizal. In his ab- 
stractions, the visual style sug- 
gests a quickly pulsating com- 
position with rhythmic stimula- 
tion. 


Masters at Davao 
Museum 

Ayala Museum and Davao Mu- 
seum present "Museum in a 
Box: Traveling Exhibit of the Pi- 
oneers in Philippine Art: Luna, 
Amorsolo, Zobel,” Nov. 12-30 
in Davao Museum. The exhibit 
features 38 finely reproduced 
paintings which chronicle 100 
years of Philippine painting 
from the late 19th to the 20th 
century, inthe works of Juan 
Luna, Fernando Amorsolo and 
Fernando Zobel. Call 7577117 
or (082)2331734. 


LAS 
“GESTURES fora River," 
by Nestor Olarte Vinluan 


Vinluan at West 
Nestor Olarte Vinluan presents 
"From Künstlerhaus and Other 
Recent Works," until Nov. 20 at 
West Gallery and Finale Art File 
(Artwalk, 4/L SM Megamall, tel. 
6341284 and 6342411). The. 
works on paper were inspired 
by what Vinluan saw and expe- 
rienced in Salzburg, the birth- 
place of Mozart. 


Shelishear, Lodronio 


“MANILA Cathedral,” by Lim 
ling Chuan 


at De las Islas 
Galeria de las Islas (3/F, Silahis 
Center, 744 Gen. Luna St, In- 
tramuros, Manila) presents. 

"Extremes," until Nov. 30, fea- 


Lim at Genesis 

Gallery Genesis (4/F, Bldg. A, 
SM Megamall, Mandaluyong 
City) presents “Works of Lim 
Ling Chuan,” Nov. 12-26. The 


vation of the Cultural Property and 
Environment in the Tropics 
(ССРЕТ) of the University of Santo 
‘Tomas will open the exhibit "Map- 
ping the Past, Charting the Future: 
‘The Cultural Mapping Project of 
the Heritage City of Vigan" Nov. 16, 

4 p.m., at the UST Museum of Arts 
and Sciences. 

Guests of honor are Vigan City 
.Mayor Eva Marie Medina, a UST 
"Architecture alumna, and deputy 
executive director Emilie V Tiong- 
со of the National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts. 

The opening ceremony will be 
highlighted by a stage play on ances- 
tral houses heritage issues to be per- 
formed by the Bohol theater group. 

‘The two-part exhibit aims to vi- 
sually present the process of cul- 
tural mapping and its significance 
in community development. The 


first part features documented her- 
ge resources—natural, built, in- 
tangible and movable heritages. 
The second part illustrates the ap- 
plications of this heritage docu- 
mentation on other salient activi- 
ties such as policy-making, archi- 
tectural planning, curriculum and 
product development. 

The CCPET is the research arm 
of the UST Museum, the country's 
oldest museum, and the flagship 
body of all heritage research con- 
cers in UST, Asia's oldest universi- 
ty CCPET officials include heritage 
experts Eric Zerrudo and Regalado 
Trota José, who also teach at the 
Cultural Heritage Studies program 
ofthe UST Graduate School. 

The exhibit will run until Nov. 
29. Museum hours are 9 a.m.~ 
p.m, Tuesday to Saturday. Call 
7811815 or 4061611 locals 8269 
and 8337. 


WELL-PRESERVED old section of Vigan, named od Heritage City 
by Unesco 
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12th one-man show of Lim fea- 
tures familiar Manila land- 
scapes rendered in oil. Call 
6338137. 


turing Australian artist Mark 
Shellshear with Danilo Sola Lo- 
dronio. Shellshear, a former 
Philippine resident, adapts the 
Aboriginal style in his artin de- 
picting typical market and street. 
scenes. Lodronio's works are in 
mixed media, collage and 
monoprints. Call 5272113. 


UST alumni at Metro 
Ugnayan '80, which groups to- 
gether UST alumni artists, s “AUTUMN Morn,” by Dan 
holdingitsannualartexhibit, Reventar 


until Nov. 30, in Metro Gallery, 

455P. Guevarra St, SanJuan Reventar at Ayala 

City. Featured are Domingo Al- — Dan Reventar presents his third 
conaba, Antonio Austria, Chari- — solo exhibit, "Shining through," 
to Bitanga, José Blanco, Pag- until Nov. 19 in ArtistSpace at 
Asa “Boy” Estrella, Editha Mata- Ayala Museum. The subjects 
Guerrero, Pablo Javier, Renato are lush scenery, majestic sun- 
Quiroz, Lourdes Riu-Andrews, sets and peaceful waters. Call 
Mario Santiago, Koni Samson- 7577117-2110с.31. 


AILY INQUIRER: 


“PALMYRA,” 
by Mark Higgins, 
at Ateneo Art 
Gallery 


“The Mangrove— 

Nature's Embrace,” 
by Impy Pit 

Ateneo Art Gallery 


do St., Intramuros, Manila. 

"Child's ART (Advocacy, Rights and 
Thoughts)” comprises paintings, literary 
works, media arts and musical perfor- 
mances by the Angono Regional Pilot 
School for the Arts and the Museo Pam- 
bata's advocacy program. 

Integrating art and social issues con- 
cerning children, the collaborative show 
will run Nov. 17-Jan. 31 at the Karapatan 
Hall of Museo Pambata, Roxas Blvd. сот. 


ben from the collection of Leovino Ma. 
Garcia, who also curates, thus highlight- 
ing the “largely examined relationship 
between the visual artist and the art en- 
thusiast in Philippine setting.” 
c4 The show, meant to illus- 
$ trate a fusion of worlds and a 
! meeting of minds (of the artist 
and the collector) will be 
mounted on Nov. 21-Feb. 15 in 
Ateneo Art Gallery, Ateneo de 
Manila University, Katipunan 
; Avenue, Loyola Heights, Que- 
' zon City. 

Finally, "Interactive: 12 Hu- 
man Senses” showcases Impy 
Рйарїз large sculptures in- 
stalled in the front and side gar- 
dens of Ateneo Art Gallery from 
Nov. 26 to March 31. 

| The exhibition note explains 


o it is an interactive installation 
Aò reflective of Rudolph Steiner's 
T 12 senses: completely external 
(sense of ego, thought, word 
and hearing); completely internal (sense 
of balance, movement, life and touch); 
and external-internal (sense of warmth, 
sight, taste and smell). 

The outdoor sculptures are intended 
for viewers’ direct and physical partici- 
pation, so that they may have “a full- 
bodied experience that also engages the 
mind.” 

These are really simple ideas the com- 
mon tao can easily comprehend. It's just 
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South Dr, Ermita, Manila. that too often academicism cloaks them 
hibitruns |, ә with pedantry, thus inadvertently screen- 
useum of Mind апа body experience ing them off from the audience, so that 

"Passion & Compassion (A Collectors "culture" attains the mystique of being a 


View)" presents the works of Lao Lian- personal property of the few. 


like myself 
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Hop on to non-stop family fun in Hong Kong. 

Whether you're into shopping, sightseeing, or dining, the choices are endless. Around 
every corner, there's something new for everyone to enjoy. From a memorable tram 
Tide to Victoria Peak to a Галена. dim sum lunch at Causeway Bay, you absolutely have 
о experience Hong Kong's magic with your loved ones. 

One whole day is not enough to explore the thousands and thousands of the trendiest 
shops, You'll treasure every moment you spend in Asia's world city. So came and have 
ре ime of your е ала Tall in tove with al that В Hong Kong, Once you ve i, youre 
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For more information, please visit DiscoverHongKong.com. 
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igh cholesterol is a life-long 
and life-threatening disease. And most people 
who have it, do not experience any symptoms 
or warning signs. 


LOOD! 
PASTA WALANG NAEAPAMDAIMN 


ORAY АМО YAN- и 


complications caused by hypertension and high 
cholesterol. 


When the symptoms are felt, damage 
may have already been done to the heart, 
brain, kidneys and other vital organs. 


The only way to find out for sure, is to have your 
blood pressure and blood cholesterol levels 
checked. 


So don't take hypertension for granted. And don't. 
lake advice from just anyone. Go to a real doctor. 


DR. ESTER SANTOS-BITANGA M.D., ЕРНА 
PRESIDENT, STROKE SOCIETY OF THE PHILIPPINES. 


MARUNONG ANG NAGTATANONG. 


CALL 1-800-10-6-HEALTH 
432584 
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\BSTRACT by Numbers," 8 


“OUR Father” 


Timely meditations on timeless aspirations 


E REESE 


з - - - M р Ву багу C. Devilles 
E Contributor. 


A BSTRACTIONISTS ARE KNOWN 


to depict the world as how we live it. 

Wilfredo "Offe" Offemaria is no 
stranger to this as he presents our collective 
experience in “Font,” at Blanc Art Space, 2E 
Crown Tower, 107 H.V Dela Costa St., Sal- 
cedo Village, Makati. 

Offemaria majored in Painting at the 
University of Santo Tomas. His creative 
prowess earned him the Grand Prize in the 
National Commission for Culture and the 
Arts’ Diwa ng Sining Art Competition. His 
works have also garnered citations from the 
Philip Morris Asean art awards, Art Associ- 
ation of the Philippines Annual, and 
Metrobank National. 

Offe has exhibited in Luxembourg, Bel- 
gium, Austria, Germany. 

Through broad strokes, metallic colors, 
textures, numbers and typefaces, the cur- 
rent works assume an opportune meditative 
stance for us who experience today ће con- 
tradictions and follies of modernity, in which 
people become mere figures in the grand 
equation of global labor surplus. We have 
reached a condition of tediurh and restless- 
ness where life seems to offer nothing origi- 
nal or unfamiliar. 

‘The numbers connote the infinite series, 
a constant repetition, as we live our days 
punctuated by our meager salaries on the 
15th and 30th days of the month, living on 
bare subsistence, enough to make it 
through days that become weeks, months, 
years. Numbers are accumulative as depict- 
ed, but our condition is regressive, and the 
absence of people in these works is an indi- 
cation of our eventual effacement. 

‘The numbers also connote the kind of so- 
phistication we are supposed to achieve 
with progress and technological develop- 
ment. 

However, what is staggering is not the 
economic growth as reported by our 
economists but the overwhelming poverty 
index. 

We live with the illusion that technology 
connects us when cellular phones and com- 
puters are stark reminders and palpable 
manifestations also of our disconnected- 
ness, isolation, alienation. 

Offemaria's works remind us to see what 
we have probably missed in this so-called 
modern urban living, how we end up as 
commodities— disposable, renewable, and 
adjustable, and how unfortunately we rel- 
ish our daily dread. 

It is no surprise, therefore, that one of 
Offe's meditative work is titled "Our Fa- 
ther" and the work is littered with the 
Tagalog version of the prayer written in 
baybayin, the precolonial script of Filipinos. 
The artist achieves aesthetic distance as 
though we became illiterate once again in 
our so-called spirituality, for which we 
claim some sort of ascendancy as we are the 
only Christian nation in Asia 

Offe perhaps is telling us our Christianity 
is much deeper than the recitations of for- 
mulaic prayers, and Christianity consists al- 
so in opening our eyes to perceive who and 
what we are in time, when our forefathers 
started a community along the shore, when 
life was much simpler but had more sense, 
and they aspired for harmony with nature. 

It is in these trying times that Offe's 
works become politically significant. The 
numbers, the fonts and the scripts are not 
just graffiti, but-the proverbial writing on 
the wall that portends our doom if we re- 
main ignorant of our situation. 

“Font” runs until Nov. 17. Call 7520032 
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Shelley’s visual 


By Neni Sta. Romana Cruz 
Contributor 


HE MANILA CHAPTER OF 

the Society of Children’s 

Writers and Ilustrators had 

a day-long workshop on illustrat- 

ing for children under noted 

British illustrator John Shelley at 
the British Council in Pasi; 

Shelley, who is both a children's book illus- 

trator and freelance commercial artist, en- 

thralled everyone with an account of his jour- 


Briton talks about 
the romance of children’s 
book illustrating 


ney as an artist with much humor and candor. 

Bom in Birmingham, United Kingdom, to 
an Anglo-Welsh family, Shelley studied at 
Bournville School of Art. He then took up il- 
lustration at Manchester Polytechnic under 
children's illustrator Tony Ross, known for his 
humorous style. 


Coming from a home where his mother 
was not, by his own description, very literate, 
and his father, not a reader of fiction, Shelley 
nevertheless credited his mother for exposing 
him to the books of her own childhood, care- 
fully treasured in her cupboard. He said his 
mother's books were very different from what 
he had ever seen before and truly belonged to 
another era, another world. 

He was mesmerized by what he saw, espe- 
cially his rare find of an old Arthur Rackham 
bookmark in a gift shop: “I could not believe it 
was drawn by a human being." 

SHELLEY/D2 


JOHN Shelley in Manila 


“MET protects my liver and 
helps detoxify my system. 
ALBERT MARTINEZ 


For inquiries, toxt REG (space) NAME (space) ADDRESS (space) AGE and send to 08178500MET Hotline: 0917500IMET 


With clear evidence to prove the 
superiority of premium-grade reduced 
glutathione over un-reduced 
glutathione, many users have become 
discriminating in their choices and have 
specified MET TATHIONE, which is 
100% made and imported from Japan. 


Discriminating people trust only 
MET TATHIONE premium-grade 
Reduced Glutathione from Japan 


They have discovered that more than 
skin whitening, MET also provides а 
host of health benefits that are 
necessary for survival in today's world. 
If you put a premium on your health 
and looks, use MET. It's your guarantee 
of safety, potency, and reliability. 


“MET is more than just 
skin whitening.” 
VALERIE CONCEPCION 


"MET whitened my skin 
evenly in as little as 


“MET made my skin 
feel tighter, 
and rosy-white, tool" 
LANI MERCADO 


two weeks!” 
JENNYLYN MERCADO 


"MET provides my daily dose 
of anti-oxidants safely." 


and other leading drugstores nationwide. 


“MET detoxifies 
and also strengthens 
my immune system.” 
JAKE CUENCA 
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First academic ШЫ conference 


NBDB Board officials —NBDB governor Cristina Pantoja-Hidalgo, 


executive director Andrea Pasion-Flores, and governing board chair 


Dennis T. Gonzalez 


THE COUNTRYS MAJOR ACADEMIC 
publishers recently met in a conference, a 
first in the history of publishing in the coun- 
тту, at the initiative of the National Book 
Development Board (NBDB). 

Titled “Developing Local Knowledge 
Through Academic Publishing,” the confer- 
ence was designed to provide a venue for 


PETER Langworth, 
marketing director 
‘of Cambridge 
University Press 


university publishing houses to share expe-. 


riences and information with each other, 
and for interested academics from other 
educational institutions to consider going 
into publishing. 

Keynote speaker was Peter Langworth, 
marketing director of Cambridge Universi- 
ty Press (CUP), the oldest and one of the 
biggest university presses in the world. He 
talked about the mission of the academic 
press as part of every real university's man- 
date; and about the Cambridge experience. 
CUP publishes more than 2,500 new titles 
every year and has 26,000 titles in print, in- 
cluding E-books. 

Ma. Luisa Camagay, director of the UP 


Press, spoke of the importance attached by 
UP to its faculty’s publishing high-quality, 
peer-reviewed books, and the various 
mechanisms to enable them to do so. 

Ma. Corazon Baytion, director of the Ate- 
neo Press, spoke on "Publishing Practices of 


Shelley's visual poetry —- 


The young Shelley crammed his old 
exercise books with drawings of galleons 
and fighting figures from the comic-book 
art that he studiously copied. He remem- 
bered fondly an Argentinian DC comic 
book illustrator José Maria Jorge, anoth- 
ermajor influence on his art. 

Much of his inspiration for his stories 
comes from the Sutton Park of his Birm- 
ingham childhood, "1 delve into my past 

^ for inspiration.” The park had woods and 
streams and canals, ideal for any lover of 
folk tales. “I was always hanging out in 
the countryside, reading. Among my sib- 
lings, I was considered the boring one 
because while my older siblings were 
looking for dates, І was sitting in the 
park, sketching and looking for fairies.” 
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And on rainy days when staying out- 
doors was not possible, T' fill my head 
with children's books." 


Japanese art lover 

He has lived in Tokyo for the past 20 
years. He left a promising career in ad- 
vertising and children's books in the UK 
because of his deep interest in Japanese 
art. 

In examining the art of the British il 
lustrators he so admired like Arthur 
Rackham ("Peter Pan in Kensington Gar- 
dens”), Ernest Н. Shepard ("Wind in the 
Willows”), and Edward Ardizzone ("Lit- 
Че Tim” series), Shelley had realized 
they were influenced by Japanese 18th- 
century woodblock prints and paintings 


THE POSSIBILITIES 


called Ukiyo-e, which means “pictures of 
the floating world." It is the main artistic 
genre of woodblock printing in Japan. 

He went to Japan to “sketch and 
search for the ‘missing link’ between 
samurai and Sony’ 

The Japanese have an intuitive, al- 
most natural, sense of design and space, 
he said. 

But he stil feels like a stranger in 
Japan, not knowing how to read the lan- 
guage. He feels handicapped and totally 
depends on his Japanese wife, Makiko, 
to read Japanese. 

His career in Japan today.is divided 
between 20-percent commercial art and 
80-percent illustrations for childrens 
books. 


Shelley's award-winning commercial 
art has been used in animated TV ads, 
poster and newspaper campaigns. His 
first major picture book, “The Secret in 
the Matchbox,” was a 1989 Mother 
Goose Award runner-up. His more re- 
cent works are illustrations for a four- 
volume series in Japanese of the Hans 
Christian Andersen folk tales to com- 
memorate the bicentennial of the author. 
Shelley's illustrations for the "Month 
Brothers” tale borrowed references from 
history military history even from 
Napoleon's battle scene! 

“I do everything in pen and ink. All 
that I need for my art are pen, ink, nibs, 
and paper,” Shelley said. He does not cre- 
ate computer illustrations, happy with 


a University Press.” John Jack Wigley, assis- 
tant director of the UST Publishing House, 
the oldest university-based press in the 
country, described UST's ambitious project 
of publishing 400 new titles to celebrate the 
University’s 400th anniversary in 2011. 

Isagani Cruz, executive publisher of De 
La Salle University's Academic Publications 
Office and former undersecretary of the De- 
partment of Education, invited the confer- 
ence participants to form an association of 
university- or school-based publishers for 
their mutual benefit. 

Because the conference was attended by 
representatives from over 50 Philippine 
universities and colleges nationwide, the 
NBDB expects the event to stimulate an i 
crease in quantity and quality of publica- 
tions by Philippine schools, including those 
based in the regions. 

This first academic publishing confer- 
ence was co-sponsored by the Commission 
on Higher Education, Fuji Xerox Philip 
pines, and Central Books Supply. 


his art that is not seamless and shows ev- 
idence of crudity. 

He also prefers to illustrate the stories 
of other writers, confessing to having.a 
difficulty to illustrating his own stories 
and to being inspired by the text of other 
writers. 

His secret in illustrating for children: 
“Rather than looking at other children, 1 
look for the child in me.” 

His advice to writers and illustrators: 
“Its more important to worry about what 
you have to say, rather than how to say 
i” 


The author is a member of the Philip- 
pine Board on Books for Young People and 
may be reached at nenisre@gmail.com. 
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of a 25-year, 
multimillion dol- 
lar effort to iden- 
tify the most 
prevalent hu- 
man strengths. 
The program in- 
troduces 34 
dominant 
“themes” and re- 
veals how they 
сап best be 
translated into 
personal and ca- 
Teer success. 

“The Secret" 
explores the ex- 
plosive success 
of book of the 
same name as 
well as the in- 
triguing people 
220 and ideas behind 
——] it. Karen Kelly 
delves into this 
extraordinary 
phenomenon, 
investigates why 
this litle book 
has affected so 
many and an- 
swers the burn- 
ing questions be- 
hind one of the 
biggest success 
stories of our 
time. 

An aviator 
whose plane is 
forced down in 
the Sahara 
desert encoun- 
ters a inde 
prince from a 
small planet 
who relates his 
adventures іп 
seeking the se- 
cret of what is 
important in life. 


per Molti Weiter 


EDR (Enhance Data Rate) 


Centrino’ 


Jeffrey L. Cruikshank, author 


books for practicing man- 
reveals the master 
plan behind Apple's revolu- 
tionary business model and 
divulges the secrets and 
principles 
that keep Apple far ahead 
ofthe curve. Find out how 
to implement these win- 
ning strategies in your 


‘At the heart of “Now, 

Discover Your Strengths,” is 
the Internet-based Strengths- 
Finder® Profile, the product 


Prince” by Antoine Saint-Ex- 


WAY” BY 


numerous 


igger a 
stylis- 
your 


upery and illustrated by 
Richard Howard is the tale of 
love and loneliness that has 
become a 
beloved classic. 
Sometimes 
simple problems 
require simple 
answers. In just 
96 pages, "Who 
Moved ^ My 
Cheese?” — byi 
Spencer John- } 
son uses simple; 
metaphors to 
encourage read- 
ers to embrace 
change and to 
adapt to new sit- 
uations with an 
open mind and 
a — motivated 
spirit. It follows 
four fictional 
Characters as 
they search -for 
fulfillment іп 
the maze of life. 
The books are 
available ас 
Powerbooks 
Specialty Store, 
which ^ — has 
branches аг 
Greenbelt 4. 
(7576428 — to 
29), Megamall- 
(635-2898 чо 
99), Alabang 
Town Center 
(8505662 — to 
63), Glorietta 3 
(7527075), 
Shangri-La 
(6380023/25), 
Robinson's 
Place Ermita 
(5233334/ 524- 
3448); Mall of 
Asia (5560244), 
Festival Su- 
permall (850- 
“The Little 8221), and TriNoma 
(9431581/82). 
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MANY WISH TO BE BORN RICH. BUT A s 
rat is born the same way as all his ances- 
tors had been—as scavengers on the con- 
stant hunt for food, mainly from the 
bris of human consumption. 
Jayson Oliveria, in his latest show “All 
Clues No Solutions,” opening at 
Mo_space this month, bluntly states such 
comparison between rats and painting. 
The images he uses for his painting 
mostly culled from the Internet and blind- 
ly Googled through jokey tagged phrases, 
are all flattened. No subject is differenti- 
ated or given higher importance, as a 
trash compactor would to a heap of junk 
thrown into its gaping crunching-ma- 
chine mouth. 
picture produced is quite messy but 


ry merge to- 
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leaning. either by re- 
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formula, on much aca- 
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GLASS SCULPTOR RAMON ORLINA 
shows his latest masterpieces in Art Verite 
Gallery, 2/E Shops at Serendra, Fort Boni- 
facio, Taguig City (tel. 9151982). The ex- 
hibit will run Nov. 17-26. 

The bulk of the work consists of carved 
Asahi glass with its familiar green color the 
artist uses for various subjects, abstract or 
figurative. The Mother and Child theme is 
rendered in cubistic form or in the figura- 
tive mode with soft, curvilinear lines. 

Orlina continues to explore the individu- 
al female nude in an interplay of exterior 
and interior in which the figure exhibits а, 
fascinating complexity of inner form with- 
its intricate crevices, passages and' cham- 
bers that can absorb the viewer's attention; 
fora length of time. 

He also returns to an earlier series, the. 
“Ningning” sculptures, which focuses on 
the female breast. He resumes the earlier 
“Pintado” series, marked by incised tattoo 
designs on the surface of the figure. 

Says art critic Rod Paras-Perez: "Orlina is 
the architect-turned-sculptor who has 
made glass and crystals his particular méti- 
er and signature. Starting a career with 
simply faceted glass blocks, he has through 
the years turned the intrinsic icy coldness of 
glass into elegant receptacles of green fire. 
Eventually the sensuousness of the nude 
was suggested.” 

The works bear the marks of the artist's 
hand in the various processes of cutting, 
grinding, polishing. From carved green 
Asahi glass, he experimented with white 
crystal of a high lead content, as well on 
color in previous pieces of Swarovski red or 
other hues. 

In this exhibit, he continues with some 
pieces of frosted glass, which require a 
slightly different process, and handles am- 
ber-colored Chinese crystal with its striking 
tone, as well as black glass. But a new di: 
covery is in the bronze cast “Picasso Gemi- 
ni" Ш, executed in the lost wax process on 
the glass prototype with the resulting figure 
in molded bronze. 

The largest work in the show is “Mt. Mak- 
iling,” a complex composition of five pieces 
of carved glass placed together. 

Says art critic Alice Guillermo: "Mt 
Makiling in carved Asahi glass of darker 
tones shows the different passages of as- 
cent to the mountain from its base to its. 
many twisting and turning paths leading to. 
its main peak with cliffs and ravines along: 

the way. These are powerfully rendered in 
glass, in interrelated cuts and facets that 
constantly reveal unexpected vistas and 
surprises, indeed, a piece for hours of ad- 
miring contemplation.” 
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Chitty Chitty Bang 
^i Bang" —with its 1.5-ton, 
$2M flying cat 
is one of the largest 
and grandest musicals 
to visit Singapore 


Spectacular, spectacular! 


By Rowena C. Burgos 


T’S ACT 2 AND THE 
IE in tonight's 
crowd are showing 
their displeasure at the 
nastiest character in the 


musical “Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang,” ongoing un- 


til Dec. 9 at Esplanade 
Theatre in Singapore. 

Sure, a life-size car has just 
floated on water and flown in the 
air, real dogs have dashed across 
the stage and the lead actor has 
just done a wonderfully intricate 
dance using bamboo sticks. 

But why the hissing when a 
bogeyman called the Child 
Catcher steps onstage? 

“When I stand there, I want 
them to go 'woooo," said 
Richard O'Brien, the actor who 
plays the genuinely creepy villain 
in the two-hour and 45-minute 
musical. 

‘The British stage actor, who is 
known for penning the cult musi- 
cal "The Rocky Horror Show" 
and hosting the famous TV game 
show "The Crystal Maze" in the 
United Kingdom, recalled an 
anecdote revealing just how infa- 
mous his character was. 

“I was in a shop in London 
with my daughter once (during 
the West End run in 2002) and 
this linde girl came up and asked 
if I was the Child Catcher. I said: 
‘Yes I am, so you should be very 
careful. And she cried! I had to 
get my daughter to tell her that 
Tm a nice daddy to calm her 
down," he said with a laugh. 

He added that in pop culture, 
his character “ranks very 
the villain demographic. 
got a pointy nose and pointy 
ears—he’s not human. 1 cant 
imagine him going home to 
sleep, can you?” 


Colorful villains 

Aside from the Child Catcher, 
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,” based 
on both the original novel by 
James Bond creator lan Fleming 
and the 1968 cult movie starring 
Dick Van Dyke, has other equally 
colorful characters 


RICHARD O'Brien as the Child 
Catcher; (below) David Henry 
and Louise Plowright as the 
Baron and Baroness Bomburst 


These include Baron and 
Baroness Bomburst and Vulgari- 
an agents Boris and Goran, 
among others. 

As Baron and Baroness Bom- 
burst, David Henry and Louise 
Plowright terrorize the citizens of 
Vulgaria with their dictatorial 
ways while delighting audiences 
with their comic timing and de- 
livery. 

Describing their characters as 
a kind of “Adolf Hitler and Eva 
Braun,” Plowright described Vul- 
garia asa place where “things are 
slightly skewed.” 

‘Added Henry, “The Baron 
rules with an iron hand but his 
mental age is nine. We try to have 
parallels with modem despots 
who could have people killed just 
like that, but also have some 
strange undercurrent in their 
lives as well.” 

For Henry, a tall man with a 
face that can look fierce, the key 
was getting in touch with his 
childlike side. For much of the 
time he is onstage, he bounces 
around like an overgrown kid, 
whining for toys he wants and 
pouting when things don't go his 
way. 

“1 think kids laugh at me at 
times because they recognize 
their own similar behavior, but 
it’s the adults that know what it 
really is,” Henry said. "Every wife 
is probably looking up there go- 
ing, ‘That's my husband.” 

The Baron and Baroness both 
seem a tad immature to be ruling 
а country Besides the Baronis 
temper tantrums, the Baroness is 
afraid of children to the point 
that they employ the evil Child 
Catcher to round up any kid that 
slips into Vulgaria. 

Plowright also decided to play 
the Baroness as if she were slightly 
“medicated,” with no real sense of 
reality Іп one scene, the Baroness 
accidentally shoots one of her 
subjects while she is cleaning a 
gun, punctuating the moment 
with a droll “whoopsy daisy” 

“We know we're playing ‘Chit- 
ty Chitty Bang Bang,’ but we did 
talk about different heads of 
state and how there's no con- 
science there and no value for life 

and there's this entitle- 

j ment,” Plowright said. 

“That kind of stuff, if you 

take it into some quirky, 

`` childlike imagination, it 
can be alot of fun." 

And its been well-received. 

They're out there at their peak 

^ said James Cundall, 
f executive officer of 

Lunchbox Theatrical Produc- 
tions which produces the 
how with David Atkins En- 
terprises. “Its sort of а vale- 
dictory performance for the 
two of them.” 


Comic team 
‘The tongue-in-cheek al- 
lusions to Nazi Germany 
continue with the musi- 
cal's resident comic tag 
team, Boris and Goran, 
SPECTACULAR E4 


JAYMZ Denning 

and Cornelius Clarke 
portray Boris 

and Goran. 
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Congratulations to the Philipping Dermatological Society 
PDS on the occasion of your Wü National Skin Disease 
Betection and Prevention Week (SKINWEEK) to be 
conducted on November 12-14, 2007. 


Your firm commitment in the continuous upgrade and 
enhancement of your knowledge 
and skills in the field of 
Dermatology is indeed laudable 
and deserves all the support that 
the PMA can provide, 


On behalf of the Philippine 
Medical Association 
(PMA), allow me to express my sincere congratulations to 
your society headed by it President, Dr. Arnelfa Paliza for 
‘making this event a resounding success. 


Mabuhay and I love you ай! 


JOSE ASA SABILI, M. D. 
President. 


CERTIFICATION 


This is to certify that the 
PHILIPPINE DERMATOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
isa recognized Specialty Society of the 
Philippine College of Physicians, 

а Specialty Division of the 
Philippine Medical Association. 


This certification is issued as per request of the 
President of the Society, Dr. Arnelfa C. Paliza. 


__ Given this # day of November 2007. 


JOSE ASA SABILI, M. D. 
President 


MESSAGES 


Greetings to the Philippine Dermatological Society (PDS) on 
its 55th Anniversary that coincides with the observance of the 
8th National Skin Disease and Prevention Week (SKINWEEK), 
its 31st Annual Convention and the 
6th "Regional Conference of 
Pediatric Dermatology. 


As you emphasize 
continuous 
advancement of your - 
like to extend my ч № 
for the support and Sn 

your Society. May PDS continue to support our efforts to 
improve the dermatological health of our countrymen. 


the need for the 
professional 
members, I would 
sincere appreciation 


Tencourage you to consolidate your efforts and resources into 
‘common convergence points as we continue to work for the 
attainment of our common vision of a healthy citizenry and a 
progressive society. 


Congratulations and mabuhay kayong lahat! 


p 


FRANCISCO T. DUQUE III, M.D., MSc. 
Secretary of Health 


achievements of 


* Warmest congratulations to the Philippine Dermatological 
Soci чу (PDS) on the occasion of your pu foundation 
frie November 2007. 


The Philippine College of Physicians appreciates your 
roactive role in its multi-sectoral 

ealth Education 
Reform Order (H.E.R.O.) 
advocacy and is thankful for 
including in your calendar of 
activities a National Skin 
Disease Detection and 
Prevention Week which would 
benefit a lot of our public 
school, children. including their parents and teachers, 


We look forward toa professionally rewarding legrin 
experience fot all the delegates during your 31° 
Annual Convention and we wish you success in all em 
future endeavors. 


FERNANDO G. AYUYAO, M.D., FPCP 
President 


CERTIFICATION 


This is to certify that the. 

PHILIPPINE DERMATOLOGICAL SOCIETY (PDS) 
ds recognized by the Philippine College of Plysicians (PCP) 
as the sole professional society of dermatologists 
that can represent duly credentialed dermatologists 
in the Philippines under the umbrella of PCP. 


This certification is being issued upon the request of PDS 
y whatever purpose it may serve them. 


19 June 2007, City of Pasig Metro Manila. 


President. 
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PDS on its 55th year continues to be the 

ONLY dermatology society recognized PDS- ACCREDITED 

- by the Philippine Medical Association. TRAINING INSTITUTIONS 
the ONLY dermatology society accepted А 

= by the Philippine College of Physicians Davao Medical Center 


OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS: East Avenue Medical Center 


President: Arnelfa C. Paliza. MD Jose R.Reyes Memorial Hospital 

Vice-President: Georgina С. Pastorfide, MD НГЕ H MSAN, Makai Medical Carter 

Secretary: Donna L. Sarrosa, MD. x || 1 || n е ` Я ; 

Treasurer: Ma. Luz G. Aquino, MD Ospital ng Maynila 

Immediate Past President: Ma. Lorna F. Frez, MD D t Н Research Institute of Tropical Medicine 

Board of Directors: m a о [0] C a Я 5 
Marcellano S. Cruz, MD e r | Skin and Cancer Foundation, Inc. 
Ma. Victoria C. Dizon, MD 


Ы University of the East- 
Lonabel А. Encarnacion, МР е) © || eG y Ramon Magsaysay Memorial Medical Center 


Ma. Teresita G. Gabriel, MD. University of the Philippines- 
Daisy K. Ismael, MD 


Rosalina E Nadela MD PHYSICIANS DEDICATED TO SKIN HEALTH uec 


Marie Soccouer M. Oblepias, MD. University of Santo Tomas Hospital 


"Problema sa Balat, PDS and Katapat!" 


SKINWEEK i t of the Philippin " i " 
Dermatological Society (PDS). It а nationwide | Ang Batang Walang Kuto, Mas Madaling Matutol 


campaign to promote proper dermatologic care through Pediculosis capitis, or “KUTO” is the third most prevalent among 


public education and early skin disease detection and/or school children according to the Department of Education 
prevention. This is consistent with the PDS vision to 


Ly icad the country in the attainment of healthy skin for f- | PDS in cooperation with the Philippine College of Physicians, Philippine Medical 
ios through service, training and research Association, Department of Education and Department of Health 


HERO (Health Education Reform Order) Project activities: 
SKINWEEK ACTIVITIES - Lectures/lay forum for parents and teachers in selected public schools 
November 12-17 November 15 2 Prescreening of school children by the school nurses and/or teachers 
Poster Exhibits in hospitals о | PDS Fellowship Night = Physical examination by the dermatologists 
Posters on basic care for healthy skin, hair and nails 1 = Distribution of medicine to the affected school children 
Information on the common skin diseasesand Noyember 16 7 Poster display regarding the prevention of "Kuto" 

е capiti f 
Noyember zi POG GSP UU Ман j PDS, with the SKINWEEK, ultimately aims to uplift the health status, 2) 


15th Annual Residents’ Research Forum, Northeast November 15 – 16 especially of marginalized Filipinos, through patient education and 
Greenhills Association Clubhouse, San Juan Research Poster Contest } proper dermatologic care, by: 


318 Annual Convention and Emphi th f the skin i Il health; 
November 14 n A. imphasizing the importance of the skin in overall health; 
Pre-convention Workshop. 6th Regional Conference of Pediatric Focusing on basic skin hygiene through self-examination and; 
“Defying Aging...the Science of Rejuvenation” Dermatology Teaching the need for seeking early care and treatment of 


8th National Skin Disease Detection And Prevention Week (Skinweek) 


Proclamation No. 110 by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 


November 11-17, 2007 


ALL OVER THE PHILIPPINES: 
‘community outreach thru free clinics and. medicines 
Public education and information thru posters and lectures 


tinuing medic: 
Ps : MEE 


31st PDS ANNUAL CONVENTION and 
6th REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF PEDIATRIC DERMATOLOGY А ; | 
“Nurturing the Asian Skin: Neonatal to Geriatric" j + The largest organ of the body, covering everything else we havel 
November 15 -16, 2007 E LI т i adjust to к or cold POPE í $ TRAE: " Ree 
: 7 } I is like а mirror, to warn us if опе of our inner organs is starting to get sic 
EDSA Shangri-la Hotel, Mandaluyong City To Rea сеги Маш CAE healt do Hot go Kk yhere and pete facial anda. 
Pre-Convention Workshop . body scrub. Your skin deserves the expert care of a dermatologist. 


‘Defying Aging...the Science of Rejuvenation” HOW DID YOUR DOCTOR BECOME A “DERMATOLOGIST”? 


November 14, 2007 i 
The Philippines has our own set of requirements as to what makes a real dermatologist. 
THE SCOPE OF REAL DERMATOLOGY: FIRST, after graduating from a medical school, he should pass the national 


А 4 ^ Medical Board Examinations. 
From Beauty... То Serious Skin Diseases SECOND, he would apply for a Residency Trainin; 
Dealing with Pigment Problems Immunobullous in Dermatology in any of the reputable Accredited 
— What's New? What's Best? Diseases in Children training institutions by the PDS. 
Non-Ablative Rejuvenation Yeast Infections in | |. THIRD, he has to complete a minimum of three years 
— Options and combinations Dermatology DÀ in general dermatology. 
Skin tightening Devices, Alopecia: Practical 3 ST An 
Effects and Side-effects ‘Tips and Insights It is only after finishing this basic training that the doctor 
Fractional Resurfacing or Micro-needling? for the Clinician " can now be called a “Dermatologist”. 
New Uses for Old Muses Connective Tissue Diseases LASTLY, the Dermatologist would then take the PDS Board 
~ botulinum toxin, filler, etc. Chronic Urticaria eae in женнен 
Volume in the Aging Face: Fat Grafting Emerging Infectious Diseases ‘The PDS sets the standards for training and specialty board 
or Fillers? examination for dermatology in the Philippines, recognized by 
PMA and PCP. е 

From Conventional Treatments... 1 To New Technology 4 i 
Approaches to Disorders of Pigmentation From Lasers and Lights to Plasma & More REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD SEEK CONSULTATION 
Penicillamine in Scleroderma Bovine Cartilage: A Breakthrough in Skincare WITH A PDS DERMATOLOGIST 
Controversies in Pediatric Dermatology Advance Adipose-Derived Stem Cell Protein Your PDS dermatologist has been trained to spot possible problems, from the smallest flaw 

sap чинди to the most complicated diseases, and could offer you the best and safest treatment 

к у 
{ъ= -p Extract (ААРЕ) on Skin Rejuvenation Tod o 
A ] and Hair Growth 
mene ip ы So, you should see a dermatologist: 
eis Dorian To Adults "To diagnose and treat skin diseases 

Office Procedures in Puzzling Pigmentary Problems |. Acne, rashes, boils, warts, fungal infection, rosacea, 


e Pr k Р psoriasis and skin cancer 
Pediatrics Immunomodulators in Lepra Reactions To provide laser and surgical solutions 
Use of Steroids in Children 


Fee Geh eere Cultural Practices and Contact Dermatitis Birthmarks, blood vessels, sun damage, skin cancer, tattoos, 
MES inthe Philippines v eee e 
Juvenile Dermatomyositis Adverse Drug Reaction: Local Experience body sculpting — t 
То enhance skin's beauty 

SPEKERS ео for skin. рак Ба scars; spider 

= $ я veins and hair removal; treatment for balding 
From Foreign Experts... уу To Our Local Gems: To guide you in choosing skin care products and procedures 
Dr. Henry H. L. Chan (Hong Kong) Dr. Nenita L. Alberto : Reveal to you the truth behind the claims of non-dermatologists 
Dr. Lawrence F. Eichenfield (USA) Dr. Christine B. Bernal То prevent future problems 
Dr. Bernice Krafchik (Canada) Dr. Adolfo B. Bormate Jr. Non-commercial way of avoiding hair loss, sun protection and nail care. 
Dr. Joyce Lim (Singapore) Dr. Ma. Lorna Е. Frez ЕЕ 
ITH A HOSPITAL 

Dr. James J. Nordlund (USA) Dr. Joseph Amado С. Galvez Not all skin problems brought to the Dermatologist are for "beauty's sake" 
Dr. Byung-Soon Park (Korea) Dr. Nancy Garcia-Tan ` Some skin problems can become really complicated, or may just be a part of a bigger 
Dr. Maritza І, Perez (USA) Dr. Florencio Lucero problem, that the help of other doctor specialists аге needed. 
Dr. Srisupalak Singalavanija (Thailand) Dr. Diana Payawal Your Dermatologist should be able to readily refer you to the specialist you need, 
Dr. Sonja Stander (Germany) Dr. Ma. Rica Silva-Mallari and admit you to a hospital he/she is affiliated with. 
Dr. Titi Lestari Sugito (Indonesia) Dr. Rosa Allyn Sy So, remember, whether you need medical, surgical or cosmetic treatment for your skin, 


Dr. Yong Kwang Tay (Singapore) Dr, Ma, Luisa Venida you can find a PDS dermatologist who meets your needs. 
Dr. Patrick Trevidic (France) DE Lilian L. Villafuerte 


PURPOSE OF YOUR SKIN 


— I PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER” 
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UST inaugurates Nick Joaquin reading corner 


THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS 
will inaugurate tomorrow the Nick Joaquin 
reading corner at the UST Miguel de Bena- 
vides Library building. 

The reading corner will be named Es- 
quinita de Quijano de Manila, referring to 
the writer's famous nome de plume as well 
as his romantic and erudite celebration in 
prose and poetry of the physical and meta- 
physical byways and alleys of Manila, the 
Ever Loyal and Noble City. 

To lead the ceremonies at 4 p.m. is UST 
Rector Magnificus Fr. Rolando V de la Rosa, 
OP Assisting him is Fr. Angel Aparicio, ОВ 
UST prefect of libraries. 

Located at the Humanities section on the 
fifth floor of the six-story library, the reading 
corner consists of the National Artist's library 
bequeathed to the Pontifical University upon 
his death in 2004 

Joaquin received an Associate in Arts de- 
gree from UST. He achieved initial literary 
renown for “La Naval de Manila," which won 
First Prize in an essay contest sponsored by 
the Dominicans in the 1940's. Joaquin him- 
self became a Dominican seminarian, but left 


the seminary to pursue a writing career 

In 1974, Joaquin was named National 
Artist for Literature. In 1996, he received the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award for Literature, 


Journalism and Creative Communication. — [9 


Esquinita de Quijano de Manila is flanked 


by тпаһоўапу shelves. The comer hasa dedi- $ ‘Entabladd. Ki 


catory memorial and a resin glass design exe- 
cuted by UST Fine Arts professor Noel i: 
Rivera, son of Cenon, the late stained-glass | 
anis i 

For the inaugural, veteran stage actress 
Naty Crame-Rogers will perform excerpts 
from Joaquin’s most important dramatic 
work, “Portrait of the Artist as Filipino." 

To sing the Dominican Blessing and 
“Nasaan Ka, Irog?” are the UST Liturgikon. 
‘Meanwhile, soprano Thea Perez of the UST 
Conservatory of Music will sing “Cancion del 
Viejo Poeta” and “Himno a la Santisima Vir- 
gin del Pilar.” To read Joaquin's poem “Verde” 
isyoung poet-performer Angelo Suarez. 

‘The inaugural ceremonies of the UST Es- 
quinita de Quijano de Manila are open to the 
public. 

Call 7313034 or 4061611 loc. 8234. 


Lumbera translates dramatic works | 
of Joaquin, 


Ук 


Lorca, Sbakespeare | 


NATIONAL ARTIST FOR 
Literature Bienvenido Lum- 
bera presents “Entablado 
Klasiko,” his Filipino transla- 
tions of key works of world 
theater, including. Nick 
Joaquin's "Portrait of the Artist 
as Filipino." 

Published by the Ateneo de 
Manila University Press, the 
translation series will be 
launched Nov. 16, 5:30 p.m., 
at the Tanghalang Hermo- 
genes Ylagan of the University 
of the Philippines College of 
Arts and Letters. 

Aside from “Portrait” (Filipino 
title: "Retrato ng Artista Bilang 
Filipino"), “Entablado Klasiko" 
has also translations of Federico 


Garcia Lorca's "Bodas de San- 
gre" (“Kasal sa Dugo”), William 
Shakespeare's ‘Julius Caesar" 
(Julio Cesar”), and Maxim 
Gorky's "Enemies" ("Kaaway"). 

Lumbera says when he went 
to the UST Faculty of Philoso- 
phy and Letters in the 1950s to 
take up Litt.B Journalism, ће 
became enamored “world lit- 
erature,” and his translations 
are just an extension of that in- 
terest. 

A professor emeritus of UB 
Lumbera received the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award for Litera- 
ture, Journalism, and Creative 
Communication in 1993. He 
was named National Artist in | 
2006. i 


Get a chance to win a trip to Ho 
or Singapore or one of 20 iPod Shu 
avail of Jollibee Express Delivery Service! 


And double your chances of winning when you 


and you may soon be off to 
an Asian holiday! 


Seo fyers for details. 


Jollibee Delivery 


Kong, Bangkok 
s every time you 


Spectacular... 


From page El 


played by Jaymz Denning and Cornelius 
Clarke, respectively 

Their running joke? "Denning says he's 
Scottish, Cornelius is Irish and they're trying 
to be Vulgarian trying to be English," Cundall 
quipped. 

‘Cundall revealed that Denning and Clarke 
improvise on the spot whenever there is a 
slight delay during a show, which can range 
from a minor technical glitch backstage to 
dogs running into the audience. 

"Chitty Chitty Bang Bang" is a hugely ex- 
pensive production in which a flying car is the 
ultimate crowd-pleaser, but pay close atten- 
tion to the audience's reaction when the vil- 
lains are on stage. One would notice that 
Denning and Clarke get the biggest laughs, 
many of the laughs coming from gags they've 
created together, independent of the script. 
“What Jaymz and Cornelius 

are doing ... it’s just extraor- 

dinary" said” Cundall 

“They've been magical since cd 

the first day of re- 
hearsal." 

From the dastardly г 
Child Catcher to the © 
immature Bombursts 
to the bungling Boris 
and Goran, it would 
seem like the most 
“evil” roles are also the 
most interesting. 

Kevin Kennedy, who | 
plays the eccentric in- 
ventor Caractacus Potts, "| [eem 
had previously played the ЖК 

Child Catcher himself in 

the United Kingdom tour. “For these actors, 
the baddies are always fun,” Cundall said, 


World record 

One of the largest musicals to visit Singa- 
pore, “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang” showcases 
the 1.5-ton car (which cost over £500,000 or 
S$2 million to build) that flies across the 
stage using state-of the-art automation tech- 
nology. The original from the London pro- 
duction, the car holds the Guinness World 
Record as the most expensive prop in the his- 
tory of British theater. 

With a full company of 106 (including 
eight dogs), sensational sets, delightful cos- 
tumes and stunning special effects, this ac- 
tion-packed adventure is the story of the 
magical flying car Chitty Chiry Bang Bang 
and its inventor Caractacus Potts, who, with 
his children Jemima (Katie Reynolds) and 
Jeremy (Samuel Wright), alongside Truly 
Scrumptious (Marissa Dunlop) and Grandpa 
Potts (Tony Adams), outwit the Baron and 
Baroness and Child Catcher in their quest to 
capture the car. 

“Chitty has at its heart two fundamental 
human desires—to protect one's children and 
to fly, told through a magical journey. It’s а 
story of love and adventure, good and evil 
and a family in search of something 
ing—all brought together by a fantastic car,” 
Cundall said. 

Directed by Adrian Noble, who was also at 
the helm of the West End and Broadway pro- 
ductions, the musical features the songs "Tru- 
ly Scrumptious,” “Toot Sweets,” “Hushabye 
Mountain” and the Oscar-nominated ttle 
song composed by the Sherman Brothers. 
The show is adapted from the original film by 
Jeremy Sams with design by Anthony Ward, 
choreography by Gillian Lynne and lighting 
by Mark Henderson. 

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang” is a tale full of 
catchy songs, quirky gadgets, strange-looking 
characters and the titular car with a name 
абза mouthful. That said, Cundall couldn't 
think of a shorter nickname. “It would be а 
travesty to call it anything else.” 
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The Boy's got a new WEBSITE! 
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DA) р WoW: "Tm so proud to be a lola. Calix. to either of them. It's up to Dens 
Dennis' love menace DOLLY looks Ше Dennis except that hes who he wants il support him 
singkit. We are planning totalkto in all his decisions. I just ad- 
Woop 4 Carlenes parents about the ex- vised him to legalize matters for 
ITEXTED DENNIS TRILLO АМО Cristine gropes in the dark. Tteased Maui iftheyhaveany © 1 pensesandsupportforthebaby" the sake of my apo." 
Cristine Reyes for their sènti- с, marriage plans. "Im actually Dolly Anne What can she say about Car- Сайепеѕ and Cristines may 
ments involving the latter and Soin love afraid of the big M word,” she Carvajal lene and Cristine? “I'm not close. DENNIS Fa 
Carlene Aguilar’sconfrontation- Maui Taylor is blissfully inlove said. “Kent's hoping it would be 
al stance. But as of press time, with Kent, her BF of one year and іп two years time but it hasn't X 
they haven't replied. Cristine is a half Нез a 30-year-old archi- crossed my mind yet.” ‘Got Milby?” 
Said tobe theseeret GFof Dennis tect. They are now in Honolulu ог now, what matters is that Sam Milby fanatics who 
although both havedenied it. celebrating theiranniversary. Maui has found a love Taylor. want to have a T-shirt that has 
Dennis and Carlene claim made for her. “Got Milby?” printed on it may 
they are no longer together fl e-mail Len at got_milby@ya- ] 
peat they have a love child: Fashion ambassador cnm rie thi ине „Ж Feel temperatures rise} 
But it seems that their actions Jolina Magdangal is raring Sam's adoring audience at his F as this sexy singer) 
don't ive with their words. % “to shoot her movie with recent Vancouver concert with 4 performs in е shi] 
If there's really nothing going Gabby Concepcion. Piolo Pascual. Visit 
on between Dennis and ў Meanwhile, һе http://i24.photobuck- $ RACHELLE ANNE: 
Cristine, why would Carlene ; busywithherroleas et.com/al- 
confront Cristine? And if Den- 7 x the eBay Style Am-  bum/c4/All Jolie Pics/gotmil- 
mis and Carlene have really х bassador Jolens by editjpg. 
parted ways, then she should à БЛ, has been tapped Wonder if Tita Lolit Solis would. 
not give a hoot who Dennis is ^j ‘l to be the en- be game enough to wear one. 
dating. Is he torn between two dd f dorser of the 
“С?” 1 J on-line trad. Mom knows best 
To “C” is to believe. What a Ё ing site during Speaking of Dennis, I asked 
love menace Dennis has gotten the launching his cool mom Rita how she feels 
himself into! But knowing E of еВау about the latest events in her 
Dens, he's not one who would ка Philippines. son's colorful life. 
deliberately hurt anybody's Jolens’ “Whoever Dennis ends up 
feelings. unique fashion with, I hope she will be as good 
Perhaps it’s just a bad case of sense has gone as he is. I told him to be wise in 
postpartum blues for Carlene аз MAUI Taylor and boyfriend Kent global! choosing a partner,” shé said. 
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PRESERVED Smemvmacoron (034) 708 1010 IT GULONG is a moving love story of-a couple separated by 


ESHOOT em’ UP EKUNG FU FIGHTER тое AND SEEK © 7 time, who find themselves together again in.the sunset of their 
тне seman: ma conia RISING їтнє semen: THE oan 1s RISING Gulong tives. it is about friendship, love and life. The story Is told from 
jeurrenriY ON A WHEEL pee 


СЛД the point of view of Apao, a smart; kindhearted boy whose, 
Wm] quest for an old bicycle reveals the stuff he Is made of.» , : | 


Made watch this only at Robinsons Movieworld BACOLOD 
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ex uas ENTERTAINMENT OPENS NOVEMBER J4 
'Ocean's p | AFTER "THE GRUDGE" & "THE MESSENGERS” 


Thirteen’ “BRILLIANTLY WRITTEN.” | | COMES ANOTHER TERRIFYING MASTERPIECE 


DIRECTOR STEVEN ин 
Soderbergh’s third in- | «TMPASSIONED.” “COMPELLING.” | FROM SAM RAIMI THE DIRECTOR OF "SPIDERMAN 1,283" 


stallment of the all- 
star series "Ocean's 
Thirteen" is now avail- 
ableon DVD under Warner Home Video. 
Starring George Clooney, Matt Damon, 
Al Pacino, Brad Pitt, Don Cheadle, Casey Af- 
fleck, Bernie Mac, Ellen Barkin and Scott 
Caan, the movie takes viewers into а whirl- 
wind ride with the smoothest con men in 


*ON-THE-MARK PERFORMANCES 
by Redford, Cruise and Streep.” 
Tarry King 


town, 

This time, the gang is around to settle the 
score with ruthless casino magnate Willie Bank 
(Pacino). 


кот REDFORD mert STREEP том CRUISE 
“Rome 2’ 


LIONSŒLAMBS 


ma sequel “Rome 2.” NOW SHOWING 
The year is 44 B.C. Julius Caesar has been 


assassinated and civil 
war threatens to de- 
stroy players jockey- 
ing for position. 


ЕЧ now showing at indieSine 


Kevin McKidd, Lucius 


сент i ad 
Vorenus, Ray Steven- 3 


son, Ti Pal, y . 2 MİNUTES LATER | FEAR IN THE FLESH. 


Walker and James 
Purefoy. (USA) 


ir Re 
‘Lucky You’ Director: Robert Gaston i a 


А professional pok- 
crplayers (EricBand | Fim nov comes ont of the cefiont 
astounding luck at the closet т this sexy and smart thaller about 
table fails to translate. under d е е. a hunky and 
into his love Ше. і 

He attempts to win 
the World Series of 
Poker while eaming 
the affections of a 


beautiful Vegas singer 

(Drew Barrymore). Р 4 2. 
Robert Duvall also watch this only at ` E ACE 

stars in this movie Robinsons Movieworld 108: Woo oA ВЕЕ 


nowavailableonDvD # ЖЕ Galleria JL E DEB 
under Wamer Home B 18 Р 
Video. 


AT THE CINEMAS 
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. 129.1177 Gloeta - 752 7272 (Market Market - 886 7519 
ove schedules may change is prior ale, For veilaton, please eat == cea ТБ а 324 Wioma 8013000 


Christmas Concert Series feat. KUH LEDESMA. 


(е _ 
a = November 11; Spm; Activity Center 
EL CANTANTE 3% Lions FOR LAMBS 


Bossa Nova Christmas 
А Lusrcaunon |5 ӘТ р [6 tHecamepLan|? RENDITION Lamr November 16 & 25; Greenbelt 3 Park 


GLORIETIA 4 


CREENGELT 1 0 uso. = [2 ELCANTANTE ALABANG 
Eanan TOWN ЕТТИ 

TE LIONS FOR LAMBS 2E THE GAME PLAN Saree November 16 to 18 and 23 to 
GREENBELT 3 кеМ ауны, 

З__плтслюн [4 зордузокмент [B WEOWNTHENIGHT | AYALA CENTER Monterey and Virginia Foods Event 

pee pa арала CEBU November 11; 3pm to 7pm; Activity Center 
ALABANG: . 8 + THE GAME PLAN |; 2 LIONS FOR LAMBS 
Jobstreet Job Fair 
MARKET! MARKET! November 14 to 15, Activity Center. 


TOWN 3 7 a 5 
CENTER WE OWN THE NIGHT LUST CAUTION EL CANTANTE 
‘AYALA CENTER EEN 4 £ Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
ace WEWN, |2 Baus or Fury | 9 weooins oaze ЫШ 2-с, moat December 0 
"0 For inquiries, pis. сәй 887.0740 or visit wuw.epertory philippines сот 
THE GAME PLAN LUST CAUTION rr 
ПАТЕ | антенн | а 
MARKET! 
4 owsrontawes |9 we own THE NIGHT Ayala MUSEUM — ,, more nto, pis, call 757-117 to 21 oe. 14 or emai museum Inquley@ayalamureum og - 
1 2 4 


WE OWN 
EL CANTANTE THE NIGHT 


TRINOMA 


Rhythm Academy: Kyla with Tiples De Sto. Domingo 
November 17; 7pm; TriNoma Park | 


hi Nowa Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion 


with the Augustinian Larks 
December 9; 6pm; Activity Center 


LIONS. 
LUST CAUTION FOR LAMBS 


7# 


THE GAME PLAN 


Thes Sten BALLS OF FURY 30 DAYS OF NIGHT 


_BUY YOUR TICKETS 
NOW! 


BeowulF 


Visit our cinema ticketbooths at 
GLORIETTA 4 * GREENBELT 3 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER 

MARKET! MARKET! 
AYALA CENTER CEBU 


orlogon to www. sureseats.com 
for web reservation. 


4 OPENS NOVEMBER 14 
NUM жэ $. АТ AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


SIT 
A lh ON 


LES 
AA CEN 


"WERE WRITING THIS REVIEW 
right after watching “El Can- 
tante,” so it gets to you before the 
movie ends its run. You should go 
out of your way to see it, because 
the Mare Anthony and Jennifer 
Lopez starrer is an exceptional 
film bio of the Puerto Rican 
singing star, Hector Lavoe. 

The Latin-American singer's 
life provides rich material for a 
biographical movie, because 
it’s full of high and low 


PHILIPPINE Bay nauer 


„ ENTERT, AiINMENT 


“MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12,2007 


Redeeming insights in seemingly chaotic lives 


points—familial discord, 
drugs, marital strife, extra- 
marital affairs, 
death of a son, etc. 
But, to the film’s great credit, 
its treatment of this lush materi- 


al never descends to the level of 


soggy, strident melodrama. Ev- 
'erything is seen through the rig- 
огоц eye of an artist searching, 
for redeeming insights in seem- 
ingly chaotic lives. 

‘Adding to the movie's sub- 


RBU сване а 


дай | 


T 


cue ; VIEWFINDER 


Puchi. 


stance is the fact that Lavoe's 
‘songs say a lot about the lives of 
artists torn between giving ev- 
erything they have and feel to 
their audience, and being blind- 
ed and compromised by self-ab- 
sorption and the heady impor- 
tunings of stardom. 

Best of all, "El Cantante" 
showcases two exceptional 
performances turned in by 
Marc Anthony as Hector and 


volvement. 


of Puchi, 


cient. 


"m CAAO 


d 


Jennifer Lopez as his wife, 


This is the first time we've 
seen Marc Anthony act, and his 
generally quiet but complex 
performance truly impressed 
us. He vivified various aspects 
of Lavoe's complicated persona 
and charged his renditions of 
the singing stars songs with 
compelling expression and in- 


Beyond standard 

We were even more im- 
pressed with Lopez's portrayal 
because we've seen 
the actress in other perfor- 
mances that were merely profi- 


Here, she goes way beyond 
her standard portrayals, and 
overwhelms viewers with the 
richness and edginess of her 
characterization. 

It's quite a tour de force per- 
formance—one that, we must 
confess, we didn't think Lopez 
had it in her to deliver. 

We hope that “EI Cantante” 
finds a solid audience here, de- 
Spite the fact that its about a 
Latin-American singer who isn't 
well-known in this country, and 
whose songs are in Spanish. Not 
to worry on that score, though, 
since capsule English transla- 
tions are provided. 

1f viewers here can get past 
those two inhibiting factors, 
they'll find that the film is emi- 


Dennis’ «^ 


come and go but Rita is one woman who'll love, 
Dennis for better, for worse ... and for keeps. 


nently accessible to a Filipino 
audience in other respects: Its 
characters love life and music; 
they place great value on family 
ties; and they speak and act 
from the heart. 


For music lovers 

“El Cantante" may be best ap- 
preciated by music lovers and 
viewers with an artistic bent. 

While its ending may be trag- 
ic, scenes showing Lavoe in the 
throes of creative and felt per- 
formance speak volumes about 
an artists relationship with his 
audience and his muse, and 
provides the uplifting inspira- 
tion needed to balance the 
movies downbeat denoue; 
ment. 


Promising films 
Cinema One has created a venue for 


WE от THE мент | LIONS FOR LAMBS 


200743011001930 


GAMEPLAN 
Venorzoresoror 930 р 


young and upcoming filmmakers to show? 
case their geniuses and get their much nee 

ей break in the industry via its annual inde: 
pendent film competition. Two of the most 


wst caution | 
1210/310/619/910 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT 
12157 60016451930 


EL CANTANTE 
STARDUST 


promising entries in Cinema One Originals 

are “Tambolista” and “Maling Akala.” 
Touching on poverty, guilt and redemption, 

“Tambolista” focuses on one boy's (played by 


1451635 
335/900 


GHOST SON 
¥250/300/510/720/90 | 


UNREST 
її 710/920 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


PBA GAMES 
Nov. 14, Wednesday : 
от RREOOOR vs AR 2} 120 pm SALCA vs COCACOLA | 


BALLS OF FURY 
DILDA 


ААА... D Greatest Performance 


Jiro Manio) simple wish to have his own set of 
drums. Together with his friends (Sid Lucero 
and Coco Martin), he comes of age and pur- 
sues his dream of becoming a drummer. 

In real life, the former child star (who 
made us сту in "Magnifico" has really 
grown up. Jiro is now head over heels in 
love with an.older woman. 

“Maling Akala” is a romantic comedy about 
a young man's (Victor Basa) pressing homo- 
sexuality issues. This may heighten. long. 
standing doubts about Victor's gender but he's 


LIONS FOR LAMBS 
1301 42016301 990 


Of My Life 
Nov. 16, Fridoy 8pm 


AKON - LIVE IN MANILA 
Now. 29, Thusday 8pm 


For tickat inquiries, please call TitkécNet at 911-5555 or log on to worwsickstnetcom ph, 


on a TRUE Story 


niatilaganapina) kahirapan 
1 ng; katarungan 
NG KINATATAKUTAN 


TEN: PIOLO PASCUAL LIVE AT THE ARANETA 


too much of a pro to be bothered by that. 
Don't miss these two heartwarming films on 
Nov. 29 to Dec. 2 at Trinoma and Glorietta 4, 
In a world full of copies, here's to the 


кенине (Cinema One) originals! 


E-mail 
hoo.com. 


DREAM NYO BANG 
MAKAPUNTA SA BANGKOK 
NG LIBRE! 


You can win a trip for two 
to Bangkok plus Dusit Hotel 
accommodation. 


wateringholeshangrita@ya- 


Maraming sorpresa ang 
nag aabang sa inyo, kaya't 
tumutok lang at panoorin ang 


iso 


Lunes hanggang Biyernes 
10:00-10:30 ng gabi sa 


A 
ч 


Tba tayo 


simula Nov. 12, 2007. 


& ROYAL 
$ ORCHID 


MONDAY, PHILIPPINE DAILY] QUIRER (eu 


By Bayani San Diego Jr, 
Photos courtesy of ignite Media. 
and Roger Robles. 


fans will finally get to hear 
Ken Zhu’s real speaking 
voice—in a drama movie, no less. 

Оп the TV hit "Meteor Garden,” his voice, 
like the rest of the boy band F4, was dubbed 
by Filipino talents. In Adolf Alix’s and Dave 
Hukom's romance drama “Batanes,” Ken is 
using his own voice. 

Tt wasn't just his voice he lent to the film, but 
his total commitment, says Ignite Media pro- 
ducer Arleen Cuevas. 

His management company was reportedly 
reluctant at first, but Ken insisted on accepting 
the project. 

He also gave suggestions to improve the 
screenplays Taiwan segments, "He asked that 
his character's name be changed from TSai to 
Kao, which was more modem,” says Arleen. 

Tn shooting the love scene, he was just as co- 
operative, says Adolf 

"Originally, we were limited to head shots, 
but he allowed us to shoot his bare back, up to 
his waist," Adolf recounts. 

On his last day in Batanes, Ken told Adolf: "T 
bet you that TII be back.” 


B ASCO, BATANES—HIS PINOY 


us your feedback: 
(Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Taiwanese superstar's 
promise: 1 shall return’ 


Less than a week later, he was shooting addi- 
tional scenes with Iza in Tali Beach, Batangas. 

“Ken assured me that he didn't want to rush 
and that he was willing to come back if need- 
ed,” Adolf says. 

More significantly, the extra day of shoot was 
stil part of his contract—meaning there's no 
extra pay. 

“He stayed until 6 a.m. to finish his scenes 
with 1га even though his flight to Taiwan that 
same day was 12 noon,” associate director Ar- 
man Reyes says. 

‘Adolf says that Ken promises to retum for 
the movie's Manila premiere on Dec. 5. 


"What attracted you to the script of 
“Batanes”? 

1 fell in love with the story. That was why 1 
decided to do it. liked the idea that Batanes is 
actually closer to Taiwan and that there are 
(foreign) fishermen who drifted to this island. 

"The conflict is real; the story, powerful. 1 also. 
like the love story. 


What attracted you to the role? 
кемба 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2007 


BY JESS ABRERA 


DAPAT LANG NA | Y DAHIL SA IYONG ) DAHIL LULA AKONG 
FALAYAIN KA EPAD 


KASALANAN P: 


[VOURE NOT. 
^ DOG 


VES, LAM 


DUDE! 1 НАМЕ A. 
WIFE AND 35 
KIOS TO 
SUPPORT! 
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BABY BLUES. 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


Yoo соте 


LOVEKNOTS 


IIT 
WAVE To EST 

Foun cans ос од, | EVERYTHING! 

ASLICE OF CHEESE, TWO 

олке BUD a етсе 
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BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


But WHEN I Lookep | So tHi$ CHRistMAS 
IN He MIRROR, M4 | ALL I'M ASKING 15 
Face SeemeD To AN AGREEABLE 
DisAGRee 


DeAR DIARY, 
I Woke UP this 
MeRNiNG FeeLiNG 


.. AND A FANCY 


Jeun BADAGA MD BA MNG 

DAUTA TONGKOL SA MURAL 

NA PINABAGO NS NATIONAL 
RES 


T 2 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You're attractive, seductive and magnetically, deeply 

: det.) Those of you who are highly talented capti- 
vale others. Your Ме has dramatic, оеп passionate details. You are very 
devoted to whatever cause you choose to embrace. The year ahead beau- 
Molly favors partnerships and romance. Be open to meeting new people 


14 vera 
15 UFO 
passenger 
16 lalian moola, 
‘once 
17 Kingpins 
19 Omelet 
ы 
jtalod 
21 Lake near 
Reno 
22 Broadcast 
23 Section 
24 Eyelashes 
27 Wedding 
с коа 
тріоу 
33 Most dever 
34 At this time 
35 Whitewater 
сай 
зв “Bellefleur” 
author 
37 Monster of 
myth 
38 Chow down 


By Stanley 8. Whitten 
Highwood, IL 


39 Admission 
conduit 


5 More rational 


40 Pelvic pieces 


BSE 
[EIE] 


41 Beer glasses 
43 Sanctiied 


44 Pretentiously 
creative 

45 Stitch 

46 Embryo sacs 

48 Cause to be 
doubted 

54 Board joint 

55 Utimate figure 

56 Skaters leap 

57 City on the 
‘Allegheny 

58 Delicate fabric 


EJEJEIEI 
Ееее 


3 Finnish wins? 
10 Gets brighter 
11 90-degróe шт 
12 Jasons ship 
13 Mitary post 
18 "Suide a 
vampa.” e.g. 
21 Yoriy 
Seele 
23 Od West 
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59 Go by bus 24 Heals 


FSR OP ERPS 
i 


i 
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60 "Games People 
Play author 
Close violently 


DOWN 
Takes one's 
turn at the 
plato. 

Scads 

Pith helmet. 
Certain Biblical 
scholar 


25 Scientist 
Newton 

26 Like a 
southpaw 

27 Make happy 

28 Indian 
instrument. 

29 Quick looks 

30 Nocturnal 
primate 

31 Perspire. 

33 Boxer Liston 


37 Black gold 
producers 

39 Small amount 

42 Baltimore bird 

43 Road shoulder 

45 Biscuit from the. 
griddle 

46 Hebrew month 

47 Skirt style 


50 Musial or 
Kenton 

51 Gauge face 

52 Native Peruvian 

53 Swarm 

55 Angler's float 


апа making new friends. 


Birthdate of: Nell Young, singer; Princess Grace Kelly, actress; David 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): This is a 
‘marvelous day I6 en- 


Scinwmmer асот 
ARIES (March 21 to 
CON уйл Tis ia 
9 жишш wa ю 
Уап he week You're 
saper to earn more 
about не through “education ox 
travel. You йат aventure. You ve 
hungry for more fe! 
TAURUS (April 20 t 
May 20 бше poss 
biy. you can benefit 
from the eat and 
resources of others 
today. Рау i sale. Smile а dol 
Keep your pockets open. Above 
al. be pote 
С joy the company ol 
partners sni coss 
fends. When you tak ойе. 
ToU le exci, optimise and 
Sricsed about hte Isa tun 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Work reat 


эй travel is likely to 
ay. Matters related 
10 publrstung, the media and for- 
eign countries can go wel 
Co-workers are pleasantly sup- 
porte. (Great!) 
CEM LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
& 22): What a wonder- 
УТИ tul day to play! Enjoy 
fiitatons, sporis, the 
ans, the theater, playful activities 
with children and fun times. Its 
вазу to have fun today 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): This is a 
good day for real es- 
tate deals. Family 
‘conversations wil be 
upbeat and informative. Group 
discussions at home can promote. 
learning. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
ба. 22): Enthusiasm 
з always contagious. 
Today. your positive 
frame of mind makes 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): This is an 
excellent day for busi- 
mess and commerce. 

In рапкайаг, business that is relat- 

ed to travel, foreign countries, 

publishing. the media, higher edu- 
canon, medicine and the law is fa- 
vored. 


SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 

22 to Dec. 21): The 

Moon is lined up with 

9 your ruler, lucky 
Jupiter, today. This makes every- 
ооду fee hopeful and enthusiastic 


YEAH! can we?! 

No BAKE! үл. 

pova THE НО S 
чо! ме! 
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by King Features Syndicat 


Di 


about Ме. Naturally, this apples 
double o you! Enjoy your day 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
R) io з. 19: Time 
spent alone, especial- 
W їп beautiful sur- 
Toundings, might be 
beneficial to you because you will 
learn something new or make con- 
tact with people from another cul- 
lure or country. Something wil 
broaden your experience of the 
word. 
‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): Irsa popular 
M зэ Everyone vans 
1o see your face. Get 
Ф Crand enjoy the com- 
pany of others. Так to others 
about your tuture goals. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Relations 
wath bosses, parents, 
teachers and VIPS are 
exelen бу. 

Someone can teach you some- 

thing important. Travel opportuni- 

ties for chances to expand your 


world through publishing and 
teaching might exist for you now. 


Difficulty Level ж 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Answer to previous puzzle 


јо 
sla 

z 

© 
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Fili the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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Eastwood'City's 


¿"PSYCHIC 


Festival - * 


Ce 
e? 


French Tarot Card Render Mark Penchar 
‘on Divine Inspired Paintings 


November 8-14, 2007 
' PM onwards, Eastwood City Walk 2 | 
ттт. от &ЕЖПҮ | 
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LIONS FOR LAMBS 
мтвсв PG 12 12 40 
3:00. 5:20. 7:40. 10:00 


THE GAME PLAN 
мтаср or 12 00 2 30. 
5:00 7:30 10:00 


\WE OWN THE NIGHT 
arca яз 
2:15. 4:50, 7:25, 10:00] 


BALLS OF FURY 


LUST CAUTION is 
20, 9:30 


hang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privilege and d 
Apply at the Shang Cin 
Log-on to www. 


plex ticket counters 
hangcineplex.com 

от сай 633-4735 for details 

‘th floor, Shangri-La Plaza Mail 

EDSA comer Shaw Blvd. Mandaluyong City 


Call 633-2227 or 6334735 
for more details. 


[S] Shangri-la Plaza 


© POWER PLANT 
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ROCKWELL CENTER, MAKATI “TEL: 88-44041 
DYNETIQ 


LIONS FOR LAMBS 
GAME PLAN Tod 


110330550810 1:50,4:006:10, 


R13 820,10:30 


5:40.7:55,10:10 


WE OWN 
THE NIGHT 
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GREENHILLS CINEMAS 


Sek rro C o маля Sei a t RA 


EL CANTANTE / 30 
DAYS OF NIGHTS [в acun] 


PROMENADE OREENHILLS 


FOR INQUIRIES PLS. CALL 722-4532 LOC 116 


EVERYONE ISTALKINGABOUT TAE BESTREVIEWED COMEDVINYERRS 


Peter Tenere 


‘Reese. 
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“A comedy in the tradition 
of AMERICAN Р 
‘only miles smarter 
and much funnier." 


MTRCB 


RATING 


ALL AGES ADMITTED 
= 


GENERAL 
53 PATRONAGE 


She's got killer grades and a killer resumé. 
Now, she's in a job that's killing her. 


y 


LAURA 
LINNEY 


SCARLETT 
JOHANSSON 


FROM MAKING THE GRADE TO MAKING THE BED 


OPENS NOVEMBER 14 Wama 


MMT 


METRO MANILA 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT. 
‘TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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America returns for five-city RP tour 


THE’ CLASSIC FOLI-ROCK 
group America returns to the 
Philippines after 26 years with a 
series of performances starting 
оп Nov, 30 at Clark Expo, Pam- 
panga; Dec. 1, Cebu Waterfront 
Hotel, Cebu City; Decl 2, La 
Salle Coliseum, Bacolot 
Dec. 4, Araneta Colisewth, Que- 
zon City; and Dec. 5, Liiaketkai 
Atrium, Cagayan de Or 

Originally a trio of childhood 
friends who grew up in England 
because their American fathers 
were Air Force personnel sta- 
tioned in London, America be- 
came famous with worldwide hits 
like “А Horse With No Name,” “I 
Need You,” “Sandman,” “Venture 
Highway” “Sister Golden Hair” 
and many other 

It reportedly stil maintains а 
large following, performing more 
than 100 shows a year with sur- 


viving members бету Beddey 
and Dewey Bunnell. "Here and 
Now,” its latest studio:album in 
over 20 years, has just been re- 
leased. Call 9115555 for tickets to 
the Philippine concerts. 


Muzildaban grand finals 

07 Red Home Beer 
Muziklaban grand finals is on 
Nov. 17 at the Marikina 
Sports Complex. 

The winning band gets 
P900,000 cash. Other 
prizes at stake are the 
Breakthrough Perfor- 
mance Award; Dickies’ Lupit sa 

егу Choice) Award; 
= Best Pinoy Infiu- 

ence Award. 
Some 28 guest bands led by 
kya ni Edgar, Kamikazee and 
Sugarfree, aside from the compet- 
ing finalists, are set to perform. 
ets at P100 available at the 


SHOW 
TIME 


gate which opens at 12 noon. 


Kerygma conference 
Dulce, Nolyn Cabahug, Nyoy 
lante, Adrian Panganiban and 
Reuben Laurente are among 
performers at the Kerygma Con- 
ference on Мом 23, 24 and 25 at 
the Ultra, Pasig Ci 
The three-day conference, 
which will also feature 
guest speakers Christo- 
pher de Leon, Julius and 
Christine Babao, Bernadette 
: Sembrano and other media 
personalities, gathers read- 
ers and supporters of Kerygma, 
the inspirational magazine pub- 
lished by young. preacher Bo 
Sanchez. 
Call 7259999 or log on to 
wwwkerygmaconference.com. 


Tomorrow 


Lahat 


Voice of the ‘70s at Cuba Libre, 
“Starmall Las Piñas. Call 874-0293. 


Nov. 14 

Rumors at Cuba Libre, Star- 
mall, Las Pifias. 

Cambio at Padi's Point Araneta 
Center, Quezon City. 


Nov. 15 

‘Ana Fegi and Toti Fuentes at 
Merk's Bar Bistro. Call 7574720 or 
21. 

En Masse at Cuba Libre, Star- 
mall Edsa, ndaluyong. Call 
7183790. 


Nov. 16 
Ai Ai de las Alas at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 
Jasquez, 8:30 p.m. at 
heater, Star City Complex, 


Brown Republi 
Starmall Edsa. 


at Cuba Libre, 


it ng kaniya'y aagawin. 


Maging pag-ibig pilit kukunin. 


DVE 


NGAYONG HAPON NA 
PAGKATAPOS NG PASAN KO ANG DAIGDIG SA 


Clfiamaamd? ng GM/ 


<) 
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mock at Elbow 
Metrowalk, Pasig. 
Nov. 17 

Freddie Aguilar at LA Cafe, Er- 
mita. 

Jay at Captain's Bar, Man- 
darin Oriental Hotel, Makati. 
Nov. 20 

‘Ana Fegi and Toti Fuentes at 


Room, 


Regine Velasquez, 8:30 p.m. at 
Aliw Theater, Star City Complex, 
Manila 

Julianne and Miguel Escueta, 8 
p.m. at Figaro Hanston Bldg. E Or- 
tigas st. (formerly Emerald Ave.), 


From page Gl 


y that this is the hardest role 
Ive ever done because there are very few 
had to rely on bod, 
Luckily, my partner Iza is sup- 
me to do the part well 


"Were both Taiwanese. (Laughs) 

m also into water sports like scuba di 

g. I just started surfing. It helped that I 
know a few fishermen in my county. One 
thing I share with Kao is our affection for 
the ocean. That was why it wasn't hard to 
understand and develop the character 


What is it like working with directors 
Adolf and Dave? 

Adolf is one of the best directors Ive. 
worked with. He knows exactly what he 
wants. Even if we're in a hurry, Dave re- 
mains cool. Нез also very insistent about 
the cinematography, which is good be- 
cause that means we have great shots. 


What are your hopes for this film? 

Thope that this movie will be shown in 
other countries. Its good because it com- 
bines art and commerce. 


"What do you mean by “fusion” and 
Asian co-productions as the wave of the 
future? 

The entertainment industry has been 
messed up for a while. But since the Asian 
market is growing bigger, what Asian 
artists need to do is collaborate in dif 
projects. By ideas, we will be 
stronger and well be able to fight the so- 
called Western invasion. But the first step 
is to educate people about copyright laws 
and the harmful effects of piracy. 


What is it like working with the other 
Filipino actors? 

T love them. They're like family to me 
now. Sid (Lucero) is a very funny guy. We 
got along well. We talked about 
and martial arts 

Unde Bem (Bembol Re 
coolest guy on earth. One d 
shooting in a beach and he sudde 
“The ocean is calling me.” Then, he 
jumped into the water: He's so cool 


How were the people? 

“The people are friendly and simple. The 
only problem is they drink too much 
(laughs)! 


Are you planning to buy property in 
Batanes? 

Tm thinking of investing here. This is a 
very promising site. But I think that the 
major problem Batanes is facing now is 
not developing the place, but preserving 
its beauty. 

If Pm allowed to invest here, the first 
thing ГЇ do is to improve the people's liv- 
ing conditions—provide better education, 
better medical care. 


What will you tell your friends in Tai- 
wan about Batanes? 
T will tell them how beautiful this place 
is. But I will not пу to convince them to 
ome here. (Laughs) T would like to keep 
it private fora while, Exclusive to myself 


Special Project 
A Message from the NPC President 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


mE EX the Key to N P 


By Cyril C. Del Callar 


ast November 3, your National Power Corporation officially turned 71 years old. And 
as we marked another historic year in our corporate life, we are proud to say that NPC 


has become stronger than ever. 

To what do we owe this renewed corporate strength? There are 
many reasons, but the one factor that immediately comes to mind is 
this: our solidarity. After more than seven decades, each and everyone 
of our 4,000-strong workforce remains united, and hence, stronger 
in their solidarity. Like a family that becomes more closely-knit in 
the face of the challenges it encounters, our employees have become 
more united after weathering storms and sharing triumphs over the 
past 71 years. 

Speaking of shared triumphs. the year 2007 was marked by a 
number of corporate accomplishments: some of them big, others 
small, all of them designed for one purpose — to keep our stakeholders, 
in particular the consuming public, satisfied. The fact that these 
little victories also serve to foster unity and cooperation among our 
employees is just an added and much-welcome bonus. 

In the area of electricity tariff, we continued to work towards 
reducing our power rates, as we sought to pass on to our customers 
the benefits of our improved fiscal position. From January to October 
this year alone, we had brought down our effective rates in Luzon 
by a total of P1.59 per kilowatt-hour (kWh). In the Visayas, we were 
able to cut down our rates by P0.57 per kWh and in Mindanao, by 
PO.34 per kWh. 

Relatedly, in September this year. we signed a Memorandum 
of Agreement with our biggest customer, the Manila Electric 
Company, to reduce power rates in 10 industrial estates and three 
special economic zones by more than PI per kWh. Specifically, 
NPC and Meralco agreed to lower their generation rate for industries 
from P4.69 per kWh to a fat rate P3.52 per kWh to enhance their 
competitiveness and reduce their operating costs 

Our power plants continued to reap honors and to bring pride 
to NPC. For instance, the Leyte Geothermal Power Plant won the 
Kabalikat Award (Industry Category) of the TESDA (Technical 
Education & Skills Development Authority), both in the provincial 
and regional level. The award was given to LGPP in recognition of its 
outstanding support and contribution to the development of middle- 
level workers in country. Meanwhile, our Mak-Ban Geothermal 
Power Plant was given the ISO (Internatiónal Organization for 
Standardization) 9001:2000 certification for Quality Management, 
making it the latest addition to our growing list of ISO-certificd 
facilities 

Similarly, NPC was cited by Bureau of Internal Revenue last 
February as the top taxpayer in Quezon City, with internal revenue 


k 


E 
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Various activities highlighted the 


NPC President del Callar 
tax payments of P6 billion in 2006. NPC's e-ODPS (Enhanced One- 
Day Power Sales) program meanwhile bagged the Bronze Award 
(Applications Category) in the 2007 M2M Value Chain Awards. The 
award was given by the Illinois-based M2M Magazine, which hailed 
the e-ODPS аз "an impressive exercise in customer service". 

On the environment front, NPC was able to significantly cut the 
gas emissions from its power generation plants by minimizing the 
usc of its oil-based power plants and by sustaining the developr 
of the watersheds under its jurisdiction. Specifically, NPC was able 
to bring down the emission levels for carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, 


(urs 


he National Power Corporation celebrated its 71st Founding Anniversary on November 
5-9 with a line-up of activities that highlighted the sense of solidarity among its 4,000- 


strong workforce. 


With the theme “One at 71," the anniversary activities all carried 
the word “one” to stress the importance of unity and “oneness” 
among the NPC employes, as the Corporation continued to face the 
challenges of privatization. 

Day 1 of the celebration (November 5) was highlighted by "ONE 
Day in Court," an exhibition basketball match featuring the members 
of ihe Management Committee. 

Also held that day were a photo contest entitled "ONE Click 
and a banner-making tilt. The NPC Ladies Foundation also formally 
opened their five-day bazaar called “Fair Ladies Fair: and conducted 
а make-over demo for NPC female employes. 

On Day 2, "ONE Theme, ONE Dream, ONE Goal,” a mixed 
sports and fun game ala “Extra Challenge” was held at the NPC 
grounds from 8 am to 12 noon. This was followed by "ONE Mind, 
a “70 and One" Quiz Show inspired by the TV show "One vs. 100." 
The NPC LFI later held a practical gardening demo at the Kanao 


\ 


NPC President Cyril del Callar and his better half, Ms. Josephine Del 
Callar formally open the week-long bazaar. Top: Dance contestants 
show off their talents, 


Room. 
A singing and a dance contest dubbed "ONE Note" and "ONE 
Groove, respectively. highlighted Day 3. Later in the evening, the 
NPC LFI conducted the Anniversary Cocktails at the NPC Fiesta 
Room. 

Day 4 showed the humanitarian side of NPC with the community 
Outreach program called "ONE Gif" and "ONE Coffee and 
Humanity,” a humanitarian forum between Senator and Philippine 
National Red Cross President Richard Gordon and NPC's power 

ducers. In the evening NPC feted energy officials in a dinner 
called “ONE Force.” 

Friday, Nov. 9, the last day of the week-long celebration, was 
for NPC employes. Activities included as variety show called “ONE 
Moment,” a fashion show named “ONE Passion for Fashion,” 
performances by the SPUG-TMS, Legal and After Bands, and a 
raffle called "ONE Prize. 


‘The Michael Jordans of NPC in action 


one-week celebration with the 


strength 


nitric dioxide and carbon monoxide by close to forty percent since 
2003. 

We worked closely with the other members of the Energy Family 
to ensure that the senatorial and local elections last May 17 were 
brownout-free. NPC was subsequently commended by then Energy 
Secretary Raphael Lotilla for a job well done, 


Finally, with the Power Sector Assets & Liabilities Management 
Corporation at the helm, we made a major breakthrough in our 
privatization program with the sale of two big-ticket power plants 
earlier this year: the 600-MW Calaca Coal-Fired Power Plant in 
Batangas and the 600-MW Masinloc Coal-Fired Power Plant in 
Zambales. In what is widely considered as the acid test for the 
government's privatization blueprint, Masinloc was sold for US$930 
million to the Masinloc Power Partners Corporation, Ltd., while 
Calaca fetched USS786 million and is sct to be awarded shortly to 
winning bidder Holdeo Inc. 

Remembering a banner year 

Our humble achievements so far this year mirror the 
accomplishments we realized in 2006, which will be remembered 
as a banner year for NPC. 

In terms of financial performance, we closed the year 2006 with 
а net income of P90 billion, which stands on record as our highest 
net-income ever in our 72-year history. This is P4 billion more than 
our 2005 net income of P86 billion, and a complete reversal from 
our original projection of a net loss of P18.46 billion. 

1n 2006, we also generated savings of more than P13 billion, as a 
result ofa stringent cost-cutting program that included the continued 
renegotiation of our existing contracts with our Independent Power 
Producers (IPPs), the minimal utilization of oil-based power 
plants and the increased use of the less expensive geothermal and 
hydroclectrie power plants. 

On the operations front, our energy sales remained healthy at 
35,534 GWh in 2006, up from the 2005 figure of 35,291 GWh. We 
were able to achieve the higher energy sales despite the onslaught 
of three super typhoons (Milenyo, Senyang and Reming) which hit 
the country last year. 

In terms of our generation mix, we were able to bring down 
the share of oil to a mere 7.96 percent, down from 9.41 percent 
in 2005. As in the previous years, we continued to maximize the 
use of renewable and indigenous energy sources to run our power 
plants: coal, which continued to account for the biggest share of 
our generation mix at 29.12 percent; geothermal, which had a share 
of 25.78 percent; hydro at 22.65 percent, and natural gas at 14.49 
percent. 
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‘employees show off their musical talents in a singing compe 
Celebrity Duets 


ion a la 
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over the world dress-up in spooky costumes and 
proceed from house to house, asking for candy, 
with the question, “Trick or treat?” The “trick” part 
is a threat to prank the homeowner or his property if 


no treat is given. 

At the National Power Corporation, children of the NPC Day Care Center 
as well as of NPC employees donned their Halloween costumes and had a 
day of "trick-or-treating" for the third year now. This event, dubbed “One 
Magic", was part of the celebration of the 715: Anniversary of National 
Power. The kids visited the booths and filled their loot bags with goodies 
especially prepared for them by functional groups. Other activities included. 


Е very year, around Halloween, children from all 


rar, balloon twisting, face painting and coloring activity in the Faber Castell 
tty th i || booth. 
Y ü ü | At the end of the event, President Cyril С. Del Callar gave the Best 
1 Y Costume Awards to Jairus Belarmino (Cherubim) in the Junior Division. 
ө мшаз деа s ТМ$ bagged the Best Booth Award, while OP ranked second. 
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Congratulations 
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National Power Corporation 
on its 


71s Anniversary! 
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Cyril Del Callar, President 
Officers, Managers 
and Staff 
of the 
National Power Corporation 
on the occasion of your 


71st Anniversary 
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ward-winning assets 


ext to its employees, one of National Power’s constant sources of pride is its power plants. 
Over the years, they have reaped awards for their excellent performance, which is at par 


with global standards. 


Last year was no different. In November 2006, three 
of its power plants were named “Best Asian Electricity 
Projects in the Philippines” during the 2006 Asian 
Electricity Awards. These were the Leyte Geothermal 
Power Plant (LGPP) in Tongonan, Leyte; the Pulangui IV 
Hydroelectric Power plant in Maramag, Bukidnon; and 
Bohol Diesel Power Plant in Tagbilaran, Bohol. 

No less than NPC President Cyril C. Del Callar 
accepted the award from the Charlton Media group 
during the 16th Conference of the Electric Power Supply 


National Power President Cyril C. Del Callar accepts the Asian Electricity Award from М 
Asian Power Magazine, during the 16th CEPSI (Conference of the Electric Power Supply Industry) in Mumbai, 


Industry in Mumbai, India, The award was given to the 
three facilities for successfully securing their respective 
ISO certifications for Integrated Management System. 

In case of the Bohol diesel power plant, the IMS 
it secured in October 2006 made it the first-ever diesel 
power plant of National Power to be given a triple ISO. 
Considered to be a rare feat for diesel power plants, the 
IMS certification was also attained by the 22-megawatt 
facility without hiring a third-party consultant, pre ferring. 
io work instead with the team of advisors from the 


lect 


IFIC El 


India. 
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Timothy Charlton, Publisher of 


niversary 


National Power 
Corporation 


POWER 


LGPP. 

As for Pulangui IV, the plant bagged two Gawad 
Kaligtasan awards from the Department of Labor and 
Employment in recognition of its outstanding efforts to 
promote occupational health and safety in the workplace. 
One of the two awards went to Pulangui's very own plant 
manager, Mr. Rodolfo Brioso, who was also cited by the 
DOLE in the Individual Category. He was the lone entry 
from the government sector. 
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Relatedly, we increased our gross generation from 38,758 
gigawatt-hours (GWh) in 2005 to 39.147 GWh in 2006. Among 
the three major grids, Luzon accounted for the biggest share of our 
electricity output with 26,053 GWh (or 66.55 percent), followed by 
Mindanao and the Visayas with 7,283 GWh (or 18.60 percent) and 
5,305 GWh (or 13.55 percent), respectively. Our small island grids 
nationwide generated 506 GWh. 

In 2006, we continued to fulfill our corporate commitment to 
energize isolated barangays and far-lung islands thatare not connected. 
to any of the main grids. Through our Small Power Utilities Group. 
(SPUG), we completed the Electrification of 100 Barangays Project 
‘with the energization of a total of 1,550 households in 38 barangays 
in Northern Samar and Antique. We also completed the construction 
of the 45.65 circuit-Kilometer, 69-kilovolt Mobo-Aroroy transmission. 
line in Masbate. 

‘We continued to give back to our host-communities, remitting a 
total of P268 million in financial benefits to them as prescribed by 
Energy Regulation 1-94, With these funds, our host-communities 
were able to implement projects focusing on electrification, 


Ang kuryente 
mo noon. 


И 7 
LA 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


S ecial Pr 


CM 


| Ang kuryente : 


The power to recharge the economy— 
generated by the wholesale trade of electricity. 


Through the WHOLESALE ELECTRICITY SPOT MARKET, 

‚ме now have the power to achieve the progress we seek. 

As a result of freer and fairer trade, we can expect electricity prices 
to become more competitive—today and tomorrow! 


With WESM, we can now look forward to a stronger, 
brighter. future ahead.. 


Wholesale Electricity Spot Market 


The Power to Make a Brighter Future. 
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development and livelihood, reforestation, 
watershed management, and health and/or 
environment enhancement, 

It was also last year when we launched. 
several new customer-oriented programs, 
foremost of which was the Customer Choice 
Program, which we signed with the Manila 
Electric Company (Meralco) їп August 
Under this landmark program, industries 
and commercial establishments operating 
within the Meralco franchise now have the 
power to choose between our Time-Of- 
Use (TOU) Rates and Meralco’s blended 
generation rate, 

Toassure Meralco’smillionsofindustrial 
and residential customers with a reliable 
power supply of 6,600 GWh per year, we 
also signed a transition supply contract 
(TSC) with Meralco in November 2006. 
Our first TSC with Meralco since 1994, this. 
contract reflects our common objective to 
offer our respective customers the lowest 
rates possible. 

We also continued to implement 
our TOU rate scheme, which gives our 
customers the flexibility to program their 
electricity consumption so that they can 
avail of our cheaper rates during off-peak 
hours. Between November 2004 to June 
3006 alone, the 165 customers who availed 
of the TOU program were able to save P. 
billion on their power costs. 

In 2006, we launched the Enhanced 
ODPS (e-ODPS), а more advanced version 
oftheoriginal One Day Power Sales Program. 
which we introduced in 1998. Under the 
ODPS, we sell our excess capacity through 
ап on-line bidding system, at a price that is 
lower than the prevailing grid rate. Now, the 
improved e-ODPS has convenient features. 
like an internet-based bidding at 24-hour 
intervals, and an automatic computation 
and hassle-free payment of the customer's 
bill. Like the TOU program, significant 
savings have сеп realized by customers 
who avgiled of the ODPS rates, 

We beefed up our generation capacity to 
meet the country's growing requirements, 
particularly in Mindanao where we added 
200 megawatts in new capacity with the 
completion of the PI8-billion Mindanao 
Coal-Fired Thermal Power Project in 
Misamis Oriental. We also commissioned 
Engines A, C and D of the Dingle Diesel 
Power Project’ 11 in Iloilo to provide ап 
additional 40 MW to the Visayas grid. 
Looking ahead 

One would think that a corporation that 
is already in existence for more than 70 
years would just be content to coast along 
and rest on its laurels. This is not true for the 
men and women of NPC, whose constant 
motivation is a drive for excellence and a 


1 sincere desire to serve the Filipino public. 


So as we enter Year 72, we give you our 
promise and our commitment to fulfill our 
mandate of providing our fellow Filipinos 
with quality and reliable electricity supply 
at competitive rates. With our renewed 
strength and sotidatity, we are confident that 
we can continue giving you the excellent 
service that you deserve, 
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The Майшрс Coal-Fired Power Plant in 
Zambales. Top: NPC signing a MOA with 
‘Meralco to reduce power rates in fen areas. 


ACROSS / A14 BUSINESS / B1 NEWS / A2 NEWS / A13 "LIFESTYLE / C1 
Irregularities More petroleum price hikes Senate may Aussie firm plan Nutrition 
attended Asean coming; average increase reopenprobe tofertilize Sulu campaign gets 
Cebu projects-COA seen at P3-P3.50 per liter of NorthRail Sea opposed rolling literally 
“Вай vibes' force Neri Police release sketch 
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BAD VIBES. WITNESSES HAVE PROVIDED POLICE WITH 


Belleve it or not, this 
was why Commission 
on Higher Education 


a description of the possible assassin in the 
killing of election official Alioden Dalalg as 
Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim ordered a clamp- 


House OKs 
impeach 
case-but 
only in form 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 
on justice, moving swiftly af- 
ter the minority walked out 
and called the proceedings a 
"sham," yesterday declared 
an impeachment complaint 
filed against President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo to be sufficient 
inform. 


At фе same time, however, the pro- 
Arroyo House majority poised itself to 
throw out the complaint for lack of 
substance, 

Deputy Minority Leader Roilo Golez 
of Parafiaque led the walkout on the first 
day of the committee hearing on the 
three-page complaint against Ms Arroyo 
filed by lawyer Roel Pulido, who ac- 
cused her of betrayal of public trust in 
connection with corruption allegations. 

The walkout followed the rejection 
by administration lawmakers of a sup- 
plemental information filed by opposi- 
tion lawyer Adel Tamano that would 
have added teeth to the Pulido case. 

«Јев a sham complaint,” said Golez, 
pointing out that without the Tamano 
document as an addendum to the Puli- 
do complaint, the impeachment case 
would not prosper. 

The majority ministerially voted to 
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Fight fat and global warming: Walk 


WASHINGTON——AMERICAS. 
Obesity epidemic and global 
warming might not seem to 
have much in common. But 
public health experts suggest 
people can attack both by cut- 
ting calories and carbon dioxide 
atthe same time. 

How? Get out of your car and 
walk or bike half an hour a day 
instead of driving. And while 


you're 
That's 


The 


One 
entist 


multaneously save the planet 
and their health, according to 
doctors and climate scientists. 


though unlikely to happen. 


Americans between 10 and 74 
walked just half an hour a day 


(CHEd) Chalr Romulo FEARLESS VIEWS down on the progress of the investigation. 

Nerivacated his office — lis rannan aa. Releasing an artist's sketch of the pre- 

and transferred toa Tuesday, November 13,2007 x sections / Vol.22 / No.338 РІВ webste:wwwinquirernet SUMEd killer yesterday, Manlla Pollos Direc- 
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LAWYER Roe! Pulido appears to be deep in thought as opposition spokesperson Adel Tamano stresses а point during Monday's 


House justice committee hearing on the impeachment complaint filed against President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
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Left files new case against President 


By Norman Bordadora 


UNFAZED BY THE ONE-YEAR PROHI- 
bition against filing another impeach- 
ment complaint against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, leftist groups and 
Fernando Poe Jr's followers filed an- 
other one yesterday. 

Ms Arroyo's alleged past sins—the ex- 
trajudicial killings of leftist militants and 
election fraud in 2004 as shown by the 
“Hello Garci” tapes—again came to the 
fore, this time with claims that the Presi- 
dent herself was involved in the contro- 


at it, eat less red meat. 
how Americans can si- 


payoffs are huge, al- 


numbers-crunching sci- 


calculates that if all overall 


instead of drove, they would 
cut the annual US emissions of 
carbon dioxide, the chief green- 
house gas, by 64 million tons. 
About 6.5 billion gallons of 
gasoline would be saved. And 
Americans would also shed 
more than 3 billion pounds 


‘The Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention is consider- 


versial ZTE broadband deal and the Oct. 
11 Palace payoffs. 

“The one-year bar is not etched in 
stone,” Carol Araullo, chair of Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan, said in an in- 
terview. "We can question it before the 
Supreme Court.” 

Bayan and the human rights group 
Karapatan bannered the leftist orga- 
nizations that filed the impeach- 
ment complaint yesterday. Also with 
them in filing the 111-page com- 
plaint was the National Council of 
Concerned Volunteers (NCCV), ап 


work, said 


mental Health. 


as all 


EARTH BEAUTIES JESSICA Nicole Trisko of Canada, second from left, was proclaimed Miss 
Earth 2007 during Sunday's coronation at the UP Theater in Diliman, Quezon City. Completing her 


2007 figures. 


ing public promotion of the “co- 
benefits" of fighting global 
warming and obesity-related 
illnesses through everyday ex- 
ercise, like walking to schoo! or 
Dr. 
Frumkin, director of the CDC's 
National Center for Environ- 


“A simple intervention like 
FIGHT FAT/AI3 


[Okinawans 
show way 
to long life 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


‘THE AVERAGE FILIPINO HAS A 
life expectancy of 70 years. For 
the 740 or so centenarians in 
Okinawa prefecture in Japan, 
that's just too short. 

‘Okinawa, which has a popu- 
lation of about 1.4 million, has 
the highest density of centenar- 
iens anywhere in the world. 
There are 58 centenarians for 
every 100,000 residents in Oki- 
nawa, according to September 


Dr. David Itokazu, chair of 
the Okinawa Gerontology Insti- 
tute (061), who was in the 
country recently for an interna- 


organization of Poe supporters. 

"This is a test case. Its just an opinion 
of many,” said NCCV leader Rez Cortez. 

Malacafiang dismissed the new 
complaint. 

"There is no sense being preoccu- 
pied with every political noise by those 
‘who can't wait until 2010," said Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye. 

Bayans and Karapatan's concerns 
center mainly on the alleged govern- 
ment policy that led to the extrajudi- 
cial killings of activists. The NCCV 

LEFT FILESI AB. 
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By Beverly T. Natividad 


trumpets and horns. 


ing firecrackers during festi 
to welcome the New Year. 


HEALTH Secretary Francisco Duque blows 
a total ban on the use of fireworks in homes during Christmas and New 
Year's Eve celebrations, The “Iwas Paputok” campaign was launched 

yesterday at the Nolasco High School in Tondo, Manila. 


[Get set to welcome 
New Year with a toot 


THE TIME MAY BE COMING 
when Filipinos will have to wel- 
come the New Year not with а 
bang but with only the toot of 


The Deparment of Health 
(DOH) yesterday said it would 
push for the gradual phaseout of 
the Filipinos’ practice of explod- 


Health Secretary Francisco 


POLICE/AI3 


Lacson says 
cash gifts 
taken from 
police funds 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


THE CASH GIFTS GIVEN TO CON- 
gressmen and governors in Malacañang 
after separate meetings with President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo on Oct. 11 may have 
come from the special funds of the 
Philippine National Police, opposition 
Sen. Panfilo Lacson said yesterday. 

Citing police insiders, Lacson said 
the "real source of the bribe money" 
were the Police Anti-Crime and Emer- 
gency Response Task Force (P100 mil- 
lion) and the Police Security and Pro- 
tection Office (P60 million). 

On Wednesday, the Senate blue rib- 
bon committee will start its investiga- 
tion of the money distributed to legis 
lators and local officials. The issue be- 
came the basis for one of two supple- 
mental impeachment complaints to 
substantiate the one that lawyer Roel 
Pulido had filed against the President, 

Only Pampanga Gov, Ed Panlilio has 
confirmed his attendance at the Senate 
hearing at 9 a.m., according to Sen. Alan 
Peter Cayetano, committee chair. 

Panlilio had earlier said he received a 
paper bag containing P500,000 from his 
chief of staff, which was handed over to 
the latter by Bulacan Gov Joselito Men- 
дога as they walked out ofthe Palace on 
Oct. 11. Hours before that, Mendoza 

LACSON SAYS) A8 
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his horn, leading the call for 


REM ZAMORA 


he would propose such a gradu- 
al phaseout before a total ban 
‘would be put in place, hopefully 
by the year 2010. 

"Thats the ideal target,” he 
said. 

Duque said that as a purely 
public health issue, the DOH 
preferred a complete ban on 
firecrackers to keep people 
from danger. 

“From a public health per- 
spective, there is no such thing 
as a safe firecracker,” said 


ivities 


court are, from left, Miss Earth-Water Silvana Santaella Arellano of Venezuela, Miss Earth-Air Pooja tional conference on longevity, Duque Ш told reporters at the Duque. 
 Chitgopeker of India and Miss Earth-Fire Angela Gomez of Spain. were | says Filipinos could live well launch of the departments But he admitted the DOH 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST. Northern Luzon wil experience most cloudy sls wih 
light rains while ico region, Visayas and Northern Mindanao wil 
"ive most cloudy sis with scattered ranshowes and thunder- 
storms becoming widespread rains aver Eastern Visayas which may 
Trigger fashlioods and landslides. The rest of he country wil! be 
party бошу to cloudy wilh isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms. 
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Senate may reopen NorthRail probe 


More solons intrigued by De Venecia role in grant of deal to China 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


TEACHERS 
get P1,000 more 
for poll duty 
/A5 


BORACAY 
mansion' found 
to have 2 titles 
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ATIENZA TAKES 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 
and Tonette Orejas, 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


THE SENATE MAY RE- 
open its probe of the 
$550 million North Lu- 
zon Railways Project 


(NorthRail) to determine’ 


Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia’s alleged role in seal- 
ing the contract with the 
Chinese government. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
told reporters the inquiry into 
NorthRail should "definitely be re- 
opened” following information re- 


vealed during the inquiry into the 
National Broadband "Network 


terminated. Apparently, the evi- 
dence received in the last ses- 
sion of Congress was that he 
(De Venecia) might have ex- 
pressed illicit interest in that 
contract," Santiago said. 

De Venecia's name was dragged 
into the NBN probe after docu- 
ments showed his office had en- 
dorsed the proposal of Amsterdam 
Holdings Inc. to build the NBN. 
Amsterdam is owned by his son, 
Jose Joey” de Venecia Ш, 

AHI, upon instruction of the of- 
fice of the Speaker, had submitted 
a draft letter of recommendation 
to Transportation and Communi- 
cation Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza to grant the NBN to the firm. 

Mendoza snubbed the endorse- 
ment and proceeded to award the 
contract to АНІЗ rival, ZTE Corp. 


band, Jose Miguel Arroyo, had 
told him to "back off" of the deal. 

Administration-backed Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile said De Venecia 
had a pattem of wheeling and 
dealing in government projects, 
specifically big-ticket — items 
bankrolled by Chinese loans like 
NorthRail. 

“If the previous probe did not 
close the book on questions on the 
project, 1 am not going to oppose 
‘any move to reopen ће NorthRail 
investigation if the senators be- 
lieve that they need to dig deepen” 
said Sen. Francis Escudero. 

Quoting Sen, Rodolfo Bia- 
zon, Escudero said the 

project had a lot of 
i" with the contro- 
versial ZTE-NBN deal. 

Sen. Richard Gordon said De 


Venecia should have "exercised. 
an utmost degree of transparen- 
cy" when he was lobbying not 
only for a group of foreign in- 
vestors, but a handpicked com- 
pany fora specific project. 

"That is where the problem lies, 
‘The Speaker must not be involved 
in this, including his son. We 
should stay away from those 
things. Its not good to be involved. 
in contracts related to govem- 
ment, there should be more pro- 
priety in terms of dealing with the 
government,” Gordon said. 

Meanwhile, the North Luzon 
Railways Corp. has been paying an 
average of $400,000 (P17.118 
million) monthly in interest pay- 
ments since January 2005 al- 
though the Chinese contractor has 
yet to build the modern Caloocan- 


to-Malolos railroad. 

“Yes, that's true,” Georgina Jota, 
NLRC executive vice president, 
said of the interest payments that 
the government has been paying 
for the $400-million government- 
guaranteed loan from the Export- 
Import (Ex-Im) Bank of China. 

Jota spoke to the Ivquirer in 
San Fernando City yesterday on 
behalf of NLRC president Arse- 
nio Bartolome III. 

"Thats part of the loan,” Jota 
said when asked to confirm re- 
ports by Enrile that the NLRC had 
been paying interest for Section 1 
ofthe NorthRail project’s Phase 1. 

The total track length of Section 
1 is 644 km, with six stations in 
Caloocan, Valenzuela, Marilao, 
Bocaue, Guiguinto and Malolos, 
according to an NLRC report. 


of China, Joey later 
told the senators that 
then Commission on 
Elections Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos had of- 
IAT fered him a bribe and 

the Presidents hus- 
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(NBN) deal, another China-fund- 
ed project, that De Venecia had ag- 
gressively lobbied for the 
Caloocan-to-Malolos rail line. 

"In the first place, (the 
Northrail probe) has not been 
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House passes P1-trillion 2008 budget 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
tives yesterday passed on third and 
final reading the country's first tril- 
lion-peso budget. 

A total of 174 congressmen voted in 
favor of the general appropriations bill 
(GAB) on the proposed P1.227-trillion 
2008 national budget. Only eight law- 
makers voted against the bill, which was 
highlighted by a P17.8-billion reduction. 
in foreign debt payments and hefty in- 
‘creases for education and health. 

The bill retained the controve 
sial “pork barrel” for the members 
ofthe House and Senate, 

The allocation, known officially as 
the Presidential Development Assis- 
tance Fund, was untouched in the ag- 


gregate amount of P6.24 billion, said 
Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, chair of the 
committee on appropriations. 

“We didn't touch it because nobody 
was asking for augmentation," Lag- 
man told reporters after the GAB was 
passed at around 5:30 p.m. 

As the budget stood, each senator 
‘would get P60 million and each con- 
gressman P20 million in pork, he said. 

The proposed budget, also 
known as House Bill No. 2454, will 
be transmitted to the Senate tomor- 
row for the latter's concurrence. 

At the rate the bill was passed, 
Lagman said the House and Senate 
could consolidate any differences in 
their respective versions of the bill 
by the first week of December. 

In the House version, he said, the 


budgets for education and health 
were increased by P6.9 billion and 
P6.8 billion, respectively. 

Included in the health budget in- 
crease was the P1.82-billion added to 
the P180-million allocation for repro- 
ducive healh and family planning 
programs. The outlay for these pro- 
grams now stands at P2 billion. 

Infrastructure received a P3. 
lion increase, while the public safé- 
ty and security sector, including the 
Philippine National Police, got an 
additional P1.8 billion. 

Agriculture received P1.4 billion 
more in its budget, while the De- 
partments of Justice and Energy 
were granted P753.2 million and 
P500 million more, respectively, ac- 
cording to Lagman. 
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e ADAY AFTER HE WAS FINALLY he learned his wife Dulce had morning and he was very calm. tached toa respirator. Saguisags' van. 
S uis: fold of his wife's death, former died in the car accident they He looked very composed, Saguisag suffered severe Dulce Saguisag, 64, died at 
ag Sen. Rene Saguisags condition were involved in did not have Nubla told reporters afterheis- head and chest injuries, the scene while the family driv- 
Continued to improve and his an adverse effect on his over- sued the first of two medical cracking seven ribs in his left er, Philip Calvario, and dance 
weaned off doctors began to wean him off all condition, said Dr. Eric bulletins for the day. side, in the early Thursday instructor Rhea Obong were in- 
the respirator that had helped Nubla, head of Makati Medi- He said the “weaning process morning accident at Osmefia jured. Calvario was severely 
. him breathe. cal Centers patient relations from the ventilator” had start- Highway and Arnaiz Avenue hurt and remains confined in 
respirator The spike in his blood pres- office. ed, in which doctors were to be- іп Makati City where a dump the intensive care unit next to 
sure on Sunday morning after “I saw attorney Saguisag this gin removing the tubes at- truck slammed into the Saguisag. DJ Yap 


Banker who can 
bench press 100 Ibs. 
|seeks pope 
interested in strong 

' and healthy finances. 


(02)995 1888 


Angie Cayabyab 


Manager - llollo Branch 


Who | want to meet: 


People with the energy and enthuslasm for doing business, Experlenced 
as well as new entrepreneurs who strongly value time and money. People 
who will appreciate world-class services like having an account with 

no transaction fees when withdrawing from other banks’ ATMs and no 
maintaining balance requirements. 


If you fit the bill, give me a call. Or better yet, visit my branch at Ground 
Floor, Insular Life Bullding, General Luna Street, Iloilo City. 


You can also visit any of our Citibank Savings branches. 


You'll find it doesn't take much to experience world-class banking. 


Citibank Savings. Now in your neighborhood. 


amber one Pippino Depos? квото Corporation 
Кр agonia рата Enc Dogs 260,000, Ваңес1 to POIC гөн. 


Viet any of our Clank Savings Branches: Alabang + Angolos з Ayala Avarus» Bacolod » Gatangos » Dinando  Dulacan . Zamora » Cas 
©» > Мотиви * Cobu  Osmeha Avenue * Congressional Avenue * Dagupan 1 
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Citibank is a rogistered service mark of Citigroup Inc. Let's Get It Done is a service mark of Citigroup Inc. 


Incelebration of our 2 Pud Anniversary, we're giving you 


BUY 1 TAKE 1 
on FA-BURNING FMS 


from November 12 to 17, 2007 only 


Te тї Pornit #3993, Sees of 2007 


From her postpregnancy weight of 146 Ibs., Dawn never imagined her weight could drop 
to 126 15. so easily! Her secret? FMS! 


Fat Mobilization System (FMS) eliminates fat and enhances metabolism even while at 
rest! A single FMS session can burn 2,000 calories in only 25 minutes. A satisfied Dawn 
says, "Thanks to FMS | got my figure back, and it's even better than it was before | got 
pregnant! It really helped me lose weight effortlessly and quicker thon | thought! FMS is 
so amazing that | highly recommend it to anyone who wants to see results in just 3 weeks!" 


Get the body you want — get it now! Call Marie France today! 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 


МАКАТ ORTIGAS A \, ,ü ___ BINONDO. ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA + TEL: 961-2981 CEBU + TEL: 233-7637. 
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ESCALATING COSTS: 
A CRISIS FOR MANY FILIPINOS. 
A TEST FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE. 


Shortages in essential goods, together with rising prices of fuel, energy, transport 
and basic commodities have a tremendous impact on most Filipinos, especially the poor. Higher prices 
reduce one's purchasing power, take home pay, and impoverish many. 


EVERYONE THUS MUST BUCKLE DOWN TO WORK. A CRISIS IS LOOMING. CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING: 
FUEL COST WILL CONTINUE TO RISE 
Oil is pushing in the range of $ 95 to $ 100 per barrel. The reason is both a demand 


and a supply problem. Demand keeps rising due to increasing requirements of high-growth countries 
like China and India and the onset of the winter season. 


Oil will remain the main source of fuel and energy in this century. Even as supply is tightening. 
The major oil-producing countries like Iran, Iraq and Nigeria have had problems. Globally, there is a serious 
shortage of refining capacity. Most refinery facilities are old and outmoded. A new refinery takes 
at least three years to complete. 


WE URGE FULL COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 14d OF THE OIL DEREGULATION LAW. 


COPW has always supported the Oil Deregulation Law because it provides safeguards against undue 
and unreasonable oil price increases at the expense of consumers. 


Section 14d of the Law requires that any increase or decrease in the price of oil must first 
be submitted to the Task Force of the Dept. of Energy and the Dept. of Justice for approval. 
We do not see that this is being done. 


COPW appeals to President Arroyo to ensure the strict compliance with Section 14d 
so that there is full transparency when price hike petitions are made. 


GOVERNMENT MUST SHOW POLITICAL WILL 
TO MITIGATE INCREASE IN FARES AND TRANSPORT COSTS. 


COPW has requested the transport sector NOT to push through with a transport strike 
as this will hurt the riding public. 


In return, LTFRB Chairman Thompson Lantion must make good on his pledge made last Nov. 9 
that colorum and kotong practices will be eradicated before the Christmas season. 


Also, COPW will work closely with PETRON to designate a number of gas stations in Metro Manila 
for the exclusive use of the public transport sector where they can avail of fuel at wholesale prices. 


POWER RATES WILL CONTINUE TO RISE. 


Meralco says it will reduce residential power rates by 34 centavos per kwh 
beginning this November. That's the good news. 


The bad news is that Meralco has a pending rate increase of P 9.20 per kwh representing 
its under-recoveries from September 2006 to July 2007, a lag of 14 months. The Energy Regulatory 
Commission has yet to act on this rate increase. 


Because a P 9.20 per kwh rate increase is big, COPW is requesting Meralco 
to stagger this increase over a 12-month period. 


PRICES OF PRIME COMMODITIES ARE RISING. 


The cost of raw material inputs of agricultural products have increased. 
As we approach the Christmas season, this means higher prices for rice, sugar, eggs, dressed chicken, 
meat, bread, noodles, pastries and cooking oil. 


The large subsidies granted by the U.S., Europe, and South American countries to their farmers planting corn, 
wheat, coconut and palm oil for conversion to ethanol to displace petroleum-based fuel have tripled 
the prices of agricultural products in less than two years. 


At the same time, the worst drought in 100 years has hit Australia and New Zealand, 
among the biggest exporters of wheat. This is why wheat prices are up. 


GOVERNMENT MUST ENSURE THAT BASIC FOOD PRODUCTS 


ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE POOR AT SUBSIDIZED PRICES. 


A RATIONING PROGRAM to be implemented with the participation of religious groups, 
civil society, NGOs and the business sector will help the poor cope with price increases. 
Today the poor spend 55% of their income on food. 


COPW will propose that the private sector and the Dept. of Social Welfare 
create a working group to implement and audit this rationing program. To maximize its benefits 


and to reach out to more poor people, accurate identification of beneficiaries and the use of 
control mechanisms such as ATM - type cards with magnetic strips can be considered. 


For online posting of СОРМ issues, log on to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/COPW/ 


2» CONSUMER & OIL = 
@ PRICE WATCH COL Ga 


Chairman 
We will appreciate getting feedback from you. 
Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 
or call Direct Line 844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 » E-mail: rtc@cii.com.ph 


This ad will also appear in the following publications: Philippine Star, Manila Bulletin, Bulgar and in selected provincial newspapers in their respective dialects. 
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Tutors 
to get 
P1,000 
more 


PUBLIC SCHOOL 
teachers who served 
in the Oct. 29 baran- 
gay and Sangguni- 
ang Kabataan elec- 
tions will get an ad- 
ditional election du- 
ty pay of P1,000. 

President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday said she had 
ordered Budget Sec- 
retary Rolando An- 
daya to release 
funds for the addi- 
tional pay, bringing 
to P2,500 the 
amount the teachers 
would get for the 
poll duty. 

A maximum of 
P1,500 per teacher 
for barangay elec- 
Чоп duty was au- 
thorized in the 2007 
national budget. 

Ms Arroyo said 
presidential pre- 
rogative allowed 
her to override the 
ceiling and that 
funds would be 
sourced from sav- 
ings "made possi- 
ble by the prudent 
utilization of our 
fiscal surplus." 

The President al- 
so said she had di- 
rected the budget 
and education de- 
partments to coordi- 
nate with the Com- 
mission on Elections 
"so that miscommu- 
‘nications and delays 
are avoided" in the 
release of the funds. 

Christine О, Aven- 
dafio 
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Malacanang Cash Gift Payola o ZTE Broadband o Extrajudicial Killings e Basilan Beheading e Bedol 2007 Electoral Fraud 


Road Users Tax used as Campaign Funds o Mii 
Con-Ass e Hello Garci 2004 Electoral Fraud o Vidal Dobl 


ike Arroyo German Accounts e EO 464 e Lozano and Pulido Sham Impeachments 
le Family Kidnapping e Comelec Automated Counting Machines 


North Rail e Jocjoc Bolante Fertilizer e Norberto Gonzales Venable e NAIA-3 PIATCO e Macapagal Boulevard Overpricing 


Juetengate 


e Jose Pidal Unexplained Wealth e Nani Perez IMPSA Bribery e and many more. 


Feliow Citizens, this corrupt government must go. 


Gloria-Noli RESIGN! 


MANIFESTO CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE RESIGNATION 
OF GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO AND NOLI DE CASTRO AND 
FOR THE HOLDING OF SPECIAL (“SNAP”) ELECTIONS WITHIN 60 DAYS 


WHEREAS, because of the 
numerous unresolved scandals involving 
the present administration, including but 
not limited to the ‘Hello Garci? Election 
controversy, the ZTE , North Rail Project, 
Diosdado Macapagal Highway scandals, 
the Joc-joc Bolante Fertilizer scam, Jose 
Pidal caper, hundreds of unresolved 
extra-judicial killings and the latest 
Malacaüang Bribery Incident, Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo has completely lost her 
moral authority to govern this country; 


WHEREAS, Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo has lost public sympathy and 
support in the light of her tainted electoral 
mandate and her responsibility for the 
numerous controversies hounding her 
administration, as consistently shown by 
survey after survey conducted by 
reputable polling entities; 


WHEREAS, Noli De Castro is a 
member of the Arroyo cabinet and is a 
beneficiary of the cheating perpetrated 
during the May 2004 Elections and is also 
considered to be a silent partner in crime 
of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo not only 
because of his close personal association 
and unflinching support for Arroyo but 
also because of his failure to stand-up 
against and denounce the abuses and 
excesses of the Arroyo regime; 


buraf T 


AQUILINO PIMENTEL, JR. 
Senator 
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adserima vicnauco 
Former Secretary of 
Trasportation and 
Communications 


Валі. 


RENATO CONSTANTINO, JR 


Ame _. 


ANTONIO F. TRILLANES IV 


MAE 


AMB. GUALEERTO LUMADIG, 


Governance 
Spokesman, Presidential Adviser 
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МАО MACASAET 
Joumalist 
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ATTY. ARGEE GUEVARRA AMADO GAT INCIONG 
AN Reform Movement of Lawyers Movement of Citizens for Civi 
[ARM of Lawyers] Liberties [MCCL] 
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Professor, NCPAQ 
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University of the Philippines [UP 
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Co-Convenor, Unity for Truth and KAMAG-ARAL 
Justice Solidarity Movement; 


f Mm 


J.L. LINGGOY ALCU. 
Assistant Coordinator, Oust Gloria 
Coalition (0GC] 


‘Bulb ng Filipino 


tme 
pup 
Anak ng Bayan [KAAKBAY] 


LaSalle Ateneo at Lahat na 


Á TOLÉNTINÓ, IR. 
President, Katipunan ngmga 
Barangay Tanod ng Pilipinas 

KABATA} e 


MANUEL ARIAS 


Sign Onli 


ition at www. petitiononline.com/snap08. Read Rele 


WHEREAS, the sham impeachment 
case filed by personalities connected with 
Malacanang effectively sabotages and 
ridicules the impeachment process; 


WHEREAS, the only peaceful, legal 
and constitutional option available to the 
Nation under the circumstances and to 
prevent the situation from developing into a 
full-scale conflict or civil strife is for GMA 
and Noli De Castro to resign from their 
respective positions as President and Vice- 
President, of the Republic of the Philippines; 


WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution, 
under Section 10, Article VII, expressly 
provides that: 


“Sec. 10. The Congress shall, at 
ten o’clock in the morning of the third 
day after the vacancy in the offices 
of the President and Vice-President 
occurs, convene in accordance with 
its rules without need of a call and 
within seven days enact a law 
calling for a special election to 
elect a President and a Vice- 
President to be held not earlier 
than forty five days nor later than 
sixty days from the time of such 
call. Xxx." 
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AMBASSADOR ROY SENERES 
Convener, Mga Mardirigma laban 
samga Салій, Mandaraya at 
Abusado [MANDIRI GMA) 


s 
NICK gusano 
Journalist 
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ARMIDA SIGUION-REYHA 
Singer/Actor/ Producer 


CONRADODE QUIROS 
Columnist, Phil Daily Inquirer 
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Filen Tv Writer 
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Professor, De La Salle University 
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TERRY TAN 
Professor, Polytechnic University 
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NOW, WHEREFORE, We the 
undersigned citizens, taxpayers 
and voters of the Republic of the 
Philippines, in our capacity as the 
true sovereign of the Nation, DO 
HEREBY: 


a; Call upon Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo and Noli De 
Castro to spare the country from 
further turmoil and violence by 
immediately resigning from their 
respective positions as President 
and Vice-President of the 
Philippines; 


2. Demand the holding of a 
Special Presidential and Vice- 
Presidential Election within Sixty 
(60) Days from the date of the 
resignation of GMA and Noli de 
Castro, pursuant to Section 10, 
Article VII of the 1987 
Constitution; 


May God bless our Great Nation! 


DONE this November 2007. 


PASTOR DOMENG RIVERA 
Phils for Jesus Movement [PUM] 


Sen 


эл. GEN. ROMEO DOMINGUEZ 
‘Soldiers and Police for Peace and 
Progress [SPP] 
Former CG, NOLCOM, AFP 
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ELLEN TORDESILLAS 
Columnist, Malaya and Abante 


ATTY, LUIS SISON 
Spokesman, Bangon Pilipinas 
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Be Not Afraid Movement 
TBNA) 
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CHARMAINE DEOGRACIAS 
Reporter, NHK 
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Columnist, Hatasrand 
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R UNAN 
Columnist, The Daily Tribune 
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Democracy and Justice|UMDJ] 


Chairman, Food, Peace and. 
Justice Movement [FFUM] 


PENDATUN DISIMBAN 
president, Assalam 
Bengsarnoro People's 

‘Association 


Ac 


National Council of 
Concerned Volunteers 
INCCV-FRJ] 


Í mic SERRANO + 
тш Gamma Phi Alumni 


Sorano 
Chaiman, Construction 
Workers Solidarity (CWS) 


aant, |. 


DAVID DIWA 
Presidant, National Labor 
Union [NLU] 


Now! 


at www.snap08.blogspot.com 


is Constitutional Option will re-establish Democracy in the country. 
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getsa IE LEGS YOU BEAR 
break can become the 
amnarse TRE LEGS YOU BARE 


On the occasion of the 55th founding 
anniversary of the San Beda Law Alumni 
Association, the San Beda College of Law 
and the San Beda Law Alumni Association 
invite all Bedan Law Alumni from 1948 to 
2007 to the Annual Homecoming and 


==] 


retary Lito Atienza has Fellowship night on November 27, 2007, 
каны пк Tuesday, 6PM at the One Esplanade, SM 
the Laguna Lake De- Central Business Park, Seaside corner 


velopment Authority 
and has agreed to 
‘work with the agency 
todismantle ilegal fish 
pensin Laguna de Bay. 

Atienza and ПРА 


Bay Boulevard, Pasay City. 


Gracing the event as guest of honor and 
speaker is Her Excellency President 


manager Edgar Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. For inquiries, 
Manda agreed to Aside from being unsightly, varicose veins can pose serious contact Wilma at 735-5995 or 
one problems if untreated. At Asian Hospital and Medical Center, 09178072222, SBC Alumni Office, 
ot eea. йө уаш we have the TRIVEX SYSTEM-the newest technology in vascular surgery Могао Мапа, 

Шы шк мш which we ploneered last year. It is the faster, easier and more precise ' 

blamed for the alternative to conventional methods of varicose veins removal. Through 

worsening pollution. Trans Illuminated Powered Phlebectomy (TIPP), targeted veins can easily 

inthe lake. be identified, cut off, and sucked out—with minimal incision and scarring— F 


"The LLDA must 
look at our laws per- 
taining to pollution 


in 40 minutes by our licensed surgeon from the US. In two hours, you 
may get up and leave the hospital. You can then proudly bare the legs 


en? you've had to bear because of varicose veins. aring Не 

ушуы ‚ of Siemens; 

Manda said he 
was able to con- /, 
vince Atienza the il- 
legal pens were only 
one of the causes of 
тоор ана ASIAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER Ea Donasies ag Ca Saar 
of Environment and 2205 Civic Drive, Filinvest Corporate City, Muntinlupa City 1780, Philippines p íi a 
майны) Resources Fax (+63 2) 876-5761 * E-mail: info@asianhospital.com * wwwasianhospital.com Rexton Hearing Aids " Brandname of Siemens Audiologiushe Technik Germany’ 


¢ 
and the LDA had to FOR MORE INQUIRIES CALL Tel. No. (+63 2) 771-9000 to 02 local 8066 and 771-9314 
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BUNDY CLOCK 


NIDEKA”. ipi Panasonic. 


HIGH PRICE 
«2 Color Printing PABX Telephone, HEARING AIDS 
* Built-in Back up Battery! System ANM 
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ime Cords * Music-On-Hold Fin 50S Don Sanago Bg. Vieni Hea teatonl — LGFSHSounmal 
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Cosmetics may 
cause cancer. 


According to John Hopkins University 
2% of skin disease cases are caused 
by unsafe cosmetics. 


A Message of Concern from 
QUALIBET TESTING SERVICES CORPORATION 
For A Safer and Better Life 


MN E 421 Dangay St. Project 7, Quezon City, Philippines 

tees `7 

2000309889018 ты, нов. 3748003 | 372-7993 Fax No.: 410-6048 . E-mall: quallbettesting@yahoo.com 
Website: wiww.quallbetlabicom. 


Only responsible cosmetic manufacturers and distributors who DON’T put carcinogens 
in their make-up products can make the claim that their products are totally safe. 


Are you confident enough to take on the challenge of the Qualibet test? 


» 4 4 › À 


na... 


From pageAl 
find the Pulido complaint suffi- 
cient in form after it was duly 
endorsed by a congressman and 
referred to the committee on 
justice, thereby putting in effect 
a one-year constitutional ban 
оп another impeachment case 
against Ms Arroyo. 

The committee will resume 
its hearing on Wednesday to 
tackle the issue of whether the 
complaint is sufficient in sub- 
stance, 

“By refusing the supplement 
and addendum we're left with a 
weak complaint. Sooner or later 
they will find the Pulido com- 
plaint to be lacking in sub- 
stance,” Cagayan de Oro Rep. 
Rufus Rodriguez told the IN- 
сив, That would sound the 
death knell ofthe case. 

“Even the opposition believes 
that without the addendum, the 
impeachment complaint is 
weak. So, its only a matter of 
time before it will be dis- 
missed,” said Senior Deputy 
‘Majority Leader Neptali Gonza- 
les If of Mandaluyong. 

‘Members of the minority said 
they had hoped some indepen- 
dent-minded administration 
congressmen would support 
their moves to allow the 
Tamano addendum. 


They however, only found 
themselves and the Pulido com- 
plaint endorser—Laguna Rep. 
Edgar San Luis— batting for the 
supplemental complaint. 

“The members of the minori- 
ty do not wish to participate in 
this proceeding for as long as 
the addendum and the supple- 
mental complaint submitted by 
‘Attorney Tamano is not part of 
it,” Golez said. 

^1 think this will allow the 
committee to proceed with its 
business according to its duty, 
according to its pleasure and in- 
tention and dispose as quickly 
as possible of this sham im- 
peachment complaint,” he said. 


Accusations dismissed 

Quezon City Rep. Matias De- 
fensor committee chair, 
shrugged off Golez's accusation 
that the administration congress- 
men were on a mission to kill im- 
mediately the impeachment 
complaint after Malacañang 
gave cash gifts from P200,000 to 
P500,000 on Oct. 11. 

“Ies unfairly stated although 
it was sugar-coated ... We have 
по mission here to do anything 
based on the allegations of the 
‘several people,” Defensor said, 
referring to the allegations of 
cash-gifts distributed to law- 
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GMA solons go for the kill 


makers in Malacafiang. 

Bukidnon Rep. Teofisto 
Guingona Ш moved that ad- 
ministration congressmen who 
went to Malacañang on Oct. 11 
for a breakfast meeting and re- 
ceived cash gifts be disqualified 
from further participation in 
the impeachment hearings. He 
was voted down, 28-8. 

"you talk of due process, 
what about our right to partici 
pate ... I'm clear of any guilt,” 
Manila Rep. Trisha Bonoan- 
David said in reaction to the op- 
position’s tirades against the 
administration lawmakers’ in- 
tegrity. 


Unfortunate 

“It's unfortunate ... they have 
lost the forum for them to prove 
that they're innocent, to prove 
that they did not receive bribe,” 
Tamano told reporters follow- 
ing the walkout. 

“Because they did not want a 
credible impeachment proceed- 
ing, they blocked every move 
that we made,” he said. 

Defensor in the morning had 
ruled that the referral on Oct. 
11 of the complaint to the com- 
mittee on justice made by 
Deputy Speaker Raul del Mar of 
Cebu was valid. The referral 
thus imposed the one-year ban 


against any more impeachment 
complaint against Ms Arroyo. 

Rodriguez questioned that 
validity of the referral since the 
House had designated Speaker 
Jose de Venecia as the only one 
who could refer the impeach- 
ment complaint to the commit- 
tee on justice. “Delegated pow- 
er cannot be further delegated,” 
he argued. 

Following a motion for a rul- 
ing by the chair on the matter, 
Defensor promptly declared Del 
Mar's referral following instruc- 
tions from De Venecia valid and 
їп accordance with the rules of 
the House and with the Consti- 
tution. 


‘Addendum new complaint? 

The minority then ques- 
tioned Defensor’s action as 
chair on Nov. 6 to turn away 
‘Tamano’s 38-page supplemen- 
tal complaint on his own and 
without any committee deliber- 
ation. Tamano on Nov. 5 sub- 
mitted to the committee his 
supplement to the Pulido com- 
plaint. 

“The chairman obliterated 
the complaint before the com- 
mittee could tackle the matter. 
Is (the supplemental informa- 
tion) a new complaint? This is 
something to be debated,” said 


Left files new case against President 


Frompage Al 
Cortez said, remained con- 
cerned with holding Ms Arroyo 
accountable for the alleged 
election fraud in 2004 commit 
ted against Poe, the late movie 
actor who lost the vote. 

Former Vice President Teofisto 
Guingona also signed as a com- 
plainant, along with National 
Artist Bienvenido Lumbera, 
Amado Gat Inciong, Sister Mary 
John Mananzan and former 
Anakpawis Rep. Rafael Mariano. 

Other organizations repre- 
sented in the complaint includ- 
ed the Confederation of Unity 
Recognition and Advancement 
of Government Employees, Pro- 


motion of Church People's Re- 
sponse, Kilusang Mayo Uno, Al- 
liance of Concerned Teachers, 
Health Action for Democracy, 
Philippine Peace Center, Kilu- 
sang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
and First Quarter Storm Move- 
ment. 


De Venecia support sought 

“Аз long as the threat of im- 
peachment will come from the 
House of Representatives, 
(Speaker Jose de Venecia) can 
leverage with Ms Arroyo for his 
moral revolution,” Araullo said. 

She said the groups were 
hoping De Venecia’s allies 
would support moves to change 


the rules of impeachment to al- 
low the consolidation of im- 
peachment complaints filed 
within the year. 

The five causes of action 
against Ms Arroyo include con- 
spiring abetting, rewarding, tol- 
erating with impunity as a state 
policy extrajudicial executions, 
participating in the controversial 
National Broadband Network 
deal with ZTE Corp.; authorizing 
and or allowing the distribution 
of bribe money to members of 
Congress and local officials; sup- 
pressing civil and political rights 
to cover up the electoral fraud in 
2004; and engaging in illegal 
government contracts. 


Bayan Muna Representatives 
Satur Ocampo and Teodoro Casi- 
fio, Gabriela Representatives Liza 
Maza and Luz Ilagan, and 
Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran 
endorsed the complaint. 
“Members of the progressive 
party-list bloc are endorsing the 
complaint in order to give 
Congress the opportunity to 
provide substance to an other- 
wise empty and sham proceed- 
ings based on the three-page 
impeachment complaint,” the 
five lawmakers said in a joint 
statement. They referred to the 
case filed by lawyer Roel Pulido 
(See related story on Page A1.) 
“The filing and endorse- 


Gabriela Rep. Liza Maza of the 
progressive bloc in the House 
minority. 

The majority countered that 
the addendum was a new com- 
plaint altogether and that, as 
chair, Defensor had the "inher- 
ent authority” to enforce the 
rules of the House. 

The rules on impeachment 
show that no new complaint 
against the same impeachable 
official may be filed after one 
has already been referred to the 
committee on justice. 

"(The Tamano addendum) is 
a new complaint in the guise of 
an amendment, said Deputy 
Speaker Simeon Datumanong 
of Maguindanao. Datumanong 
is a former chair of the commit- 
tee of justice. 

“The chair has the inherent 
authority to enforce the rules 
of the House,” said Albay Rep. 
Edcel Lagman, a vice chair of 
the House committee on jus- 
tice. 


Plan to go to court 

Voting 27-8, the administra- 
tion-dominated committee up- 
held Defensor's authority to re- 
tum the supplemental informa- 
tion to Tamano. 

After a lunchtime break, the 
minority returned with the is- 


ment of this complaint also 
gives Congress the golden op- 
portunity to correct the 
anomalous and ridiculous 
practice of banning impeach- 
ment complaints for one year 
after a complaint has been 
filed and referred to the House. 
committee on justice,” they 
said. 


When ban starts 

The lawmakers said the Con- 
stitution held public officials ac- 
countable to the people all the 
time. 

“We maintain that as man- 
dated in the Constitution, the 
one-year ban starts only when 


Lacson says cash gifts taken from police funds 


From page Al 
told Panlilio about some “help” 
coming for barangay projects. 

Mendoza said the P500,000 
that he and Panlilio each got 
was given to him in the pres- 
ence of certain officials inside a 
Palace room. 

While Mendoza announced 
that he planned to use the mon- 
еу for a public park honoring 
Bulacan’s heroes and artists, 
Panlilio said he would not use 
the money until its source was 
established. 

Lacson sought the Senate in- 
quiry into what he described as 
“clear-cut bribery” If the senators 
consider the cash handouts nor- 
mal like the pork barrel, it would 
set a bad precedent when gov- 
ernment funds are distributed in 
cash rather than special allot- 
ment release orders (Saro) 
through the Department of Bud- 
get and Management, he said. 

Lacson claimed that the in- 
vestigation would root out the 
real source of the money. 


Kampi, DILG or PNP? 

One of the biggest sources of 
the money distributed in Mala- 
cafiang was the Bureau of Cus- 
toms, according to a source, 


whose rank is equivalentto a gen- 
eral in the military The source did 
not want to be named owing to 
the sensitivity of the issue. 

‘According to the police offi- 
cial, the money was entered asa 
“special fund” in the PNP bud- 
get, purported as an item for the 
PNP's counterinsurgency pro- 
gram in support of the military's 
‘own campaign. 

‘The checks for the fund were 
cleared in the name of the PNP 
in July, the source said. The 
money was later transferred to 
the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government (DILG), 
the source added. 


Camp Crame talk 

In Camp Crame, this report is 
talked about in circles and sus- 
picions are that the money 
came from that “special fund.” 

‘The PNP source had asked 
around and confirmed that the 
money could not have been re- 
imbursed from the PNP's re- 
cruitment budget because the 
money for that originated from 
the 2001 General Appropria- 
tions. 

“Di nila magalaw yun (They 
cannot touch it because it's part 
of the 2001 budger),” he said. 


DILG men reportedly took 
the money in tranches, load- 
ing the P1,000 bills in trunks 
of cars in July, the source 
said. 

“Dinga magkasya (The space 
was not enough to fit in all the 
money)," the source said. 

The source said Ms Arroyo 
might not have known about 
this operation. Asked why, the 
source said: “The President has 
left party matters to Ronnie 
(Puno) and other Kampi lead- 
ers.” 

Deputy Speaker Ma. Ameli- 
ta Villarosa had earlier con- 
firmed that it was Kampi that 
gave money to its members 
following their supposed re- 
quests for financial help for lo- 
cal projects. 

Villarosa, who represents Oc- 
cidental Mindoro, said Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno and 
Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villa- 
fuerte, Kampi president, knew 
about the money distributed to 
congressmen. 


Palace denial 

Panlilio and Mendoza earlier 
asked the Office of the Presi- 
dent to confirm if the money in- 
deed came from that office be- 


cause it was given at the Palace 
grounds. 

In an Oct. 19 letter, the fi- 
nance department of Mala- 
cafiang denied it disbursed 
such an amount to their 
provinces. 

After a string of denials by 
several of its leaders, the 
League of Provinces of the 
Philippines claimed ownership 
of the money given to Panlilio 
and Mendoza. 

Palawan Gov. Joel Reyes, 
LPP spokesperson, and East- 
ern Samar Gov. Ben Evardone, 
LPP secretary general, said 
the funds came from the 
league's P21-million account 
for a “capability-building” 
program intended for new 
governors. 

The claims only caused 
Panlilio to doubt that the LPP was 
the real source of the money. 

Sen. Francis Escudero said 
the investigation was meant to 
let the public know what really 
happened on Oct. 11, especially 
what was the money for and 
where the money came from. If 
the act would be classified as a 
bribe, the recipients could not 
easily give it away to the masses 
because the money should be 


used as evidence for the crime, 
he said. 


Pointless exercise? 

But three administration sen- 
ators belittled the investigation 
as a pointless exercise since it 
has yet to be established that 
such act constituted bribery. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile main- 
tained that the senators who 
called for the probe should first 
establish that the act of giving 
away cash was indeed an act of 
bribery before conducting an 
inquiry for an illicit act. 

Sen, Richard Gordon con- 
curred, claiming that the Om- 
budsman and not the Senate 
was in the best position to de- 
termine whether this was 
bribery or not. "I don't know ifit 
fulfills the elements of the bribe 
for all intents and purposes, 
they could be giving money for 
their political constituents as 
political support,” Gordon said 
inan interview. 

For the money to be consid- 
ered a bribe, Gordon said some- 
body must say that they were 
given the 200,000 to 
P500,000 worth of cash stashed 
in a Manila envelope or brown 
bag to do something like voting 


‘Bad vibes’ force Neri to vacate CHEd office 


From page Al 
room one floor up upon the ad- 
‘vice of a Chinese feng shui expert. 

“Apparently, something's 
‘wrong in that room downstairs. 
learned that three of its former 
occupants are now afflicted 
with cancer,” among other 
life-threatening ailments, Neri 
told the Inquirer. 

‘Commissioner Nona Ricafort 
and some CHEd insiders con- 
firmed what Neri said. 

А CHEd old-timer described 
the office on the fifth floor of the 
Development Academy of the 
Philippines (DAP) building on 
San Miguel Avenue at Ortigas 
Center as "perfect for some peace 
and quiet, but at times it could 
send shivers down your spine.” 

‘According to Neri, “the new 


office is по more than 40 square 
meters. It is slightly bigger than 
the fifth floor office. Before 1 
transferred, it was very basic 
and sparsely furnished. Ithad a 
table and some chairs. I had to 
bring up a sofa and a small con- 
ference table with four chairs.” 


Idyllic spot 

The new office may not look 
like i came straight from the pages 
of Architectural Digest, but it is 
"definitely maaliwalas (spacious)." 

“The room has its own toilet 
and bath ... And it won't cost the 
‘commission a thing,” Neri said. 

CHEd's “monthly rental stays at 
641,320.55, or P7,695,846.60 a 
year" Ricafort noted. 

DAP president Antonio 
Kalaw, “being good friends with 


Á 


the chair, offered that suppos- 
edly idyllic spot—adjacent to 
his sixth floor office—free of 
charge,” Ricafort said. 


Harmony and balance 

Neri also sought the advice of 
the same feng shui expert when 
he was with the Department of 
Budget and Management and 
the National Economic Devel- 
opment Authority. 

Feng shui, as defined by Ran- 
dom House Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary, is the Chinese art or 
practice of creating harmonious 
surroundings that enhance the 
balance of yin and yang, as in ar- 
ranging furniture or determining 
the siting of a house. 

For feng shui adherents like 
Neri, harmony and balance can 
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result from the manipulation 
and channeling of nonphysical 
forces or energies by means of 
the proper placement of physi- 
cal objects. 

Some areas are not suitable 
for human settlement and 
should be left in their natural 
state, according to Nerf's feng 
shui consultant. 

"Apparently, the old office оп 
the fifth floor is one of them," 
Ricafort said. 

Better view 

At his sixth floor office, Neri 
will “surely have a much better 
view of what's going on down- 
stairs," according to some CHEd 
staff members. 

The CHEd occupies the entire 
fifth floor, which houses the 


b 


commissioners’ offices and por- 
tions of the DAP building 
ground floor. 

Neri has marching orders 
from President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to troubleshoot the com- 
mission from August this year 
to February 2008. 

He took over the CHEd port- 
folio on Aug. 16 due to Carlito 
Puno's alleged failure to aggres- 
sively implement the ladder- 
ized education program. 


Positive energies 

"Higher education stakehold- 
ers like the Philippine Associ 
tion of Colleges and Univer 
ties (Pacu) are closely monitor- 
ing the ongoing probes of al- 
leged CHEd anomalies. 

One Pacu official said he 


sue of a motion for reconsidera- 
tion of Defensor's action to re- 
turn the supplemental com- 
plaint. 

Defensor, however, would no 
longer have any of it as he ar- 
gued that the committee, 
through its vote, already upheld 
his decision to return the sup- 
plemental complaint instead of 
allowing the committee take ju- 
risdiction of it. 

“The issue is already rex judi- 
cata,” Defensor sait 

Tamano said he would ques- 
tion the committee's actions be- 
fore the Supreme Court. 

Pulido's complaint accused 
Ms Arroyo of betrayal of public 
trust after she allegedly failed 
to stop the $329-million na- 
tional broadband contract 
with China's ZTE Corp. despite 
allegations of overpricing and 
bribery against Commission 
on Elections Chair Benjamin 
Abalos. 

Tamano's addendum alleged 
that the President herself was 
involved after Jose de Venecia 
TII, the Speaker's son, said she 
told her socioeconomic plan- 
ning secretary to approve the 
contract. 

Tamano also adverted to the 
alleged payoffs to congressmen 
in Malacafiang. 


an impeachment proceeding is 
initiated in the House, meaning 
when the plenary approves or 
rejects the committee report on 
the impeachment complaint,” 
they said. 

“We are ready to defend the 
complaint in the justice com- 
mittee, the plenary and even 
the Supreme Court,” they 
added. 

Quezon City Rep. Matias De- 
fensor, chair of the House com- 
mittee on justice, said the 
committee would discuss the 
new complaint if it is referred 
tothe committee. With are- 
port from Christine O. Aven- 
4айо 


a certain way or granting a pro- 
jectto a handpicked contractor. 

"What makes it wrong is when 
ihe source of money is from 
jueteng, that's why a public official 
should always know the source of 
the money If thar is from govem- 
ment funds, that is always done 
by every Philippine President be- 
cause it is no different from pork 
barrel,” Gordon said. 

For Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago, there was nothing 
wrong about the cash gifts as 
explained by the officials in- 
volved, except that the distribu- 
tion was made at the Palace. 

‘Santiago said the President 
was not only a leader of the 
country but the head of her party, 
Kampi. "It is a valid defense ifitis 
raised by the administration offi- 
cials that the distribution of mon- 
ey in Malacafiang was owing toa 
decision of the directorate or a 
council of the coalition of the 
President's coalition party” 

“There will be no illegality 
because all political parties are 
supposed to give financial back- 
ing to all its incumbents in gov- 
ernment. There would be noth- 
ing wrong in that position,” 
Santiago said. With areport 
from Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


hoped the “positive energies” 
in Neri's office would convince 
the CHEd chair in spilling the 
beans on every person in- 
volved in the controversial Na- 
tional Broadband Network 
project of the Arroyo adminis- 
tration. 

“И that happens, only then 
will I believe in feng shui," 
quipped the educator who 
asked not be named. 

Neri had earlier testified in a 
Senate hearing that then Com- 
mission on Elections Chair 
Benjamin Abalos Sr had of- 
fered him P200 million to en- 
dorse a proposal of China's 
ZTE Corp. to undertake the 
NBN project. 

Abalos denied the charge and 
later quit his post. 
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‘Boracay mansion’ has 2 titles 


SANDIGANBAYAN dated Boracay man- The smaller 2,000- ed the property to ganbayan. Jocelyn 
Sheriff Ed Urieta sion, one of four as- sq m portion was avoid further con- R. Uy and Jean- 
yesterday began sets covered by the still titled to St. Pe- flict with the Sandi- nette T. Andrade 
preparations for the courts writ of execu- ter's Holdings. 
publicauction ofthe tion, still managed to ^ Endriga said he 
controversial Bora surprise: There are only found this out 
cay mansion" de- actually two tiles recently when the 
spite a motion by coveringtheproperty smaller portion, val- 
lawyers of deposed The bigger chunk ued at P23.6 mil- 
President Joseph ofthe propery cover- lion, was included 
Estrada to quash the ing 5,200 square me- іп the list of proper- 
forfeiture order. ters, was titled in the ties scheduled for 

‘At the same time, name of the Quezon auction on Dec. 13. 
the Land Registra. City government in The city treasurer 
tion Authority or. 2005 after its alleged immediately delist- 
dered the Quezon owners—St. Peters 
City government to Holdings Inc.—failed 
relinquish its title to to settle P1.7 million 
the property. inland taxes. 

“We have not re- Yesterday, Quezon 
ceived an order from City treasurer Victor 
the court stopping us Endriga told the IN- 
from implementing Qqumer he was sur- 
the writ of execution prised to leam the 
so we wil push 7,200-sqm property, 
through withthe pub- at 10th and 11% 
lic bidding of the Bo- Streets, Barangay 
тасау mansion,” Uri- Mariana, New Mani- 
eta told the Inure la, was actually two 
over the phone. adjoining properties 

But the now-dilapi- with separate titles. 
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Attn: All Colleges & Universities, Technical & Vocational, 
Foundations & Dormitories’ President & Administrator 


Let us, 
guide student’s education and welfare! 
Participate & Exhibit, 
Philippine School Scholarship Campus and Lodging Expo 
(Philippine SCALEx) 2008 at North & Central Luzon (NCL) 
on February 7-10, 2008 at Hilaga-Northern Philippines 
H (Paskuhan Village) in San Fernando City, Pampanga 
$ Together, 


let us take part and be a sponsor! 
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Corrections 


IN THE NOV. 9 ISSUE, a front-page 
“She saved the last dance for 
—misstated the official position 
that Rene Saguisag held in the admin- 
istration of Corazon Aquino. Saguisag 
was President Aquino's spokesper- 
son—not her chief legal counsel. 


H Guaranteed The Lowest Price In The Market 
Н INDUSTRIAL HIGH PRESSURE WASHER UP TO 7000 PSI AVAILABLE 
Mojor Credit Cards Accuptod. Deferred Payments Up To 24 Mos. 


UGB Tel. Nos.: 5245290 » 5244328. 5240529 H 
[S LET sun Cellular: 0922-8825326 * 0917-7896! 
ООУ 646 QUEZON AVE Tel. 7490581 


IN THE NOV. 10 ISSUE, a front-page 
story—"Mariannet burial today; 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES < 


Church in dilemma"—misstated the = 
"Web address of a Catholic news x 

provider The Web address is Department of Finance E.M 
е e BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 20 
wee ELUS TOMS 


Manila 


AYTENTION: IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS 


Please require your Customs Brokers 
to file your import entries through the | 
internet at their offices and off-BOC 
internet cafes through their Value- 
Added Service Providers/VASPs (INS, 
E-Konek, CDEC) to reduce your time 
and cost of doing business. 


Effectivity: November 1, 2007 - POM, 
MICP and NAIA; December 1, 2007 - 


Other Ports: 


(Sgd.) NAPOLEON L. MORALES 
Commissioner 


IN THE SAME ISSUE, another front- 
page article— Rene recovering but 
still in the dark on wife's fate"—mis- 
stated the elective position that Ricky 
Recto once held. Recto is a former vice 
governor—not former representa- 
tive—of Batangas. 
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ERMELYN GUAN 


Whose picture appears above is 
no longer connected with 
SLIMMERS WORLD INTERNATIONAL 
since October 22, 2007. Transactions entered 
with her on behalf of SLIMMERS WORLD 
INTERNATIONAL after the said date, will not be 
entertained by the company. 
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i Bring academic transcripts, resume for evaluation and interview 
IF QUALIFIED, FINANCIAL AID & IMMEDIATE ACCEPTANCE CONFIRMED 


Major fields including actuarial studies, architecture, business, communications, computer 
Й science, cytotackuology, design, ecology, education, enginsaring, health care, hotel-tourism, 
information technology, nursing, pre-medicine, otc. 
Bachelor-Master degrees from universities in 
California, Utah, Washington and other States 


FREE INFORMATIVE SEMINAR & INTERVIEWS AT 

THE US COMMERCIAL SERVICE, US EMBASSY, MANILA 

25/F Ayala Life-FGU Center, 6811 Ayala Ave, Makati City 
Tuesday, Nov 13 & Wed Nov 14, 2007, at 5.30pm 


MEET AMERICAN OFFICIALS OF US COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 
Seminar will cover: *Latest Student Visa Information *Financial Aid 
*PAID TRAINING AS PART OF MASTERS DEGREE STUDY 


‘All interested students must register in advance. 


E 
pag Call: International Education Specialists - $19-1001/02 
Ü олен: 0928-270-8527, E-mail. intl edu, specialistsQ)pidtdsl. ne! 
Give full name, age, address, contact number, and local 
school/college attended for your registration. 
<= This information is required for entry to the US Embassy 


77 Guava Road, Malabon, Metro Mania, Philippines 
> 363-0167» 363-0118 363-0186 + 363-0188 * 363-0199 
Fax. No. (632) 361-7102 e-mai: tmicusa@ yahoo.com 
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АП sound and fury 


HIS IS ONE WAR WE DON'T WANT TO END RIGHT 

| away. And it is not just because it is always fun to 

watch prominent politicians go at each other's 

throat, but because the nation could benefit a lot from the 

revelations they might make in an extended exchange of 
words. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile on Thursday last week accused 

Speaker Jose de Venecia of lobbying 
EDITORIAL for the $550-million North Luzon 
Railways Corp. (NorthRail) project. 
Enrile recalled that after he had delivered a privilege 
speech in 2005 to denounce the project, the Speaker 
asked for a private meeting during which the latter dsked 
the senator “not to rock the boat.” The contract for the 
project was overpriced and ridden with onerous condi- 
tions, particularly one that would allow China to take “all 
the monies of the Republic abroad” in case of default on 
the payment of the loan used to finance the project, he 
said. 

Earlier Enrile accused the Speaker of also lobbying for 
the award of a contract to establish the National Broad- 
band Network project to Amsterdam Holdings Inc., a 
company owned by De Venecia's son, Jose Ш. The gov- 
ernment decided to give the project to the Chinese firm, 
ZTE Corp., but was forced to cancel it after the younger 
De Venecia charged that the contract was overpriced and 
linked First Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo and former 
Comelec Chairman Benjamin Abalos to alleged kickbacks 
and payoffs. 

De Venecia admitted that he had met with Enrile on the 
NorthRail project, but added that everything he did was 
“above-board.” He urged Enrile to act like a statesman and 
stop making "these unfair accusations," saying the 
NorthRail project was “not a ZTE.” He also questioned why 
Enrile was raising the issue in the wake of the 7ТЕ scandal 
and said this was “a form of retaliation” for the damaging 
testimony his son made before the Senate. 

All this only made Enrile angrier. Referring to De Vene- 
cia’s call for a “moral revolution” to put an end to сопир- 
tion in government, Enrile said: “I am furious at hyp- 
ocrites, those who pretend to be what they are not. He is a 
bolero, but he cannot make a fool out of me." Then he went 
on to hurl more threats: “Tell the Speaker not to badmouth 
me... know more things about him, especially since 1995, 
and if I am forced to reveal them, I don’t know where he 
will pick himself up from. I know his true character.” 

Such threats and counter-threats open some very inter- 
esting possibilities, not the least of which is that the public 
may finally know the truth behind some of the biggest 
scandals plaguing the Arroyo administration. If Enrile de- 
livers, then the public might know better how the govern- 
ment entered into a contract with China National Machin- 
ery and Equipment Corp. to build a railways system cost- 
ing P880 million per kilometer, and who earned how much 
from what then Senate President Franklin Drilon called “a 
colossal corrupt deal.” The public might also know how 
deeply involved the Speaker was in his son’s projects with 
the government, including the aborted NBN deal. 

On the other hand, there is a possibility that De Venecia 
would give tit for tat for what he deems to be the adminis- 
tration’s retaliation for his son's explosive revelations on 
the NBN project. He may have friends who know more 
about the deal and will help flesh out the story behind 
what now appears to be a criminal conspiracy to siphon off 
billions of pesos from an unnecessary project. Or if suffi- 
ciently provoked, he may be able to muster enough sup- 
porters among his allies to send an impeachment com- 
plaint against President Macapagal-Arroyo to the Senate, 
where every sordid detail of the conspiracy could be dis- 
sected 

But if a bureaucrat like former Socioeconomic Planning 
Secretary Romulo Neri can hem and haw on the Presi- 
dent's role in the NBN contract, can these two politicians 
be expected to reveal the whole truth behind these scan- 
dalous transactions? Enriles warning to De Venecia 
against badmouthing him are not the words of a reformer 
who is ready to expose wrongdoing but ofa politician who 
is willing to cut a deal: You shut up on the NBN, and I clam. 
up on the same case, the NorthRail project, and your other 
shenanigans. Now with Malacafiang signaling its concern 
over the word war, it could soon be a done deal. And the 
Filipino will again have to search elsewhere for the truth 
that is being sacrificed in the bargain. 
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CHINA BLEW ITS TOP OVER THE WEEKEND. 
Beijing's pique didn’t stem from the flabby US 
dollar sapping the value of the $819 billion it 
has stashed. Neither did the unwanted em- 
brace by Burma's paranoid junta irk. The fury 
swirled around a book—the Bible. 

"China's religious affairs authorities and 
Olympic organizers have not banned the 
bible" ап irritated Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Liu Jianchao snapped at a hastily- 
called press conference. 

His denial scuppered a report, by the Italian 
newspaper La Gazzetta dello Sport, that Bei- 
jing would prohibit the "carrying (of) any kind. 
of religious symbol at Olympic facilities." The 
"Bible ban" story exploded on the evening 
news and triggered worldwide Net exchanges. 

The International Olympic Committee con- 
firmed Beijing's denial, Associated Press re- 
ported: "Religious services will be available in 
the Olympic Village.” 

Li Zhanjun, Beijing Olympics media center 
director weighed in: "Religious texts, like the. 
bible and qu'ran, should be available." 

"Beijing won't stand for Olympics trifling. It is 
spending 141 billion yuans ( USS18 billion ) to 
host the 2008 Games in buffing up the image ofa 
dominant power. And that does not include bills 
for new satellite cities and transport links. Gov- 
'emment is leery about the Athens Games under- 
budgeting" Moscow's Novosti news agency re- 
ports. "The Chinese Olympics promises to be the 
most expensive sports event in human history" 

Beijing is adamant nothing tars this build-up. 
But that objective has also become a magnet “for 
groups wishing to put pressure on China on ev- 
erything: from Tibet to Beijing’s support of 
Муаптаг junta,” the Guardian reports. This" 
pressure ratchets up as the opening day nears. 

Other than the fact that it has been translated 
into more than 2,300 languages and dialects, 
‘what is it about the Bible that raises hackles? 

Saudi Arabia, for example, bans it, even 
within homes. Burma prohibits its translation. 
In 2003, protests by Malaysian Christians led 
Kuala Lumpur to junk a ban on bibles, pub- 


AT THE TIME THE NEWS ABOUT MARIA- 
nette Amper taking her own life appeared on 
our front page, another item appeared there 
and more prominently It was our headline sto- 
ry, "Senate probes cash gifts." Alongside that 
story was the accompanying piece, "Palace ad- 
mits cash doles from Kampi.” 

The two latter stories told the tale that mon- 
ey had flowed in Malacafiang during a meeting 
of local officials some weeks ago and but that 
Malacafiang would insist GMA knew nothing 
about it. How exactly money of such stagger- 
ing sums could change hands at the Palace 
without the self-appointed queen knowing 
it—suggesting at the very least incompetence 
of impeachable proportions—Malacafiang 
‘would not say. What is known, based on the 
admission by some recipients themselves, is 
that the local officials received anywhere from 
200,000 to P500,000. (Those who declared 
the lower figure probably did not want to part 
with a bigger balato to friends and kin.) What 
is known, based on estimates, is that the pay- 
offs amounted to around P120 million. 

While this was going on, while hundreds of 
thousands of pesos were wafting down like 
leaves from trees in fall in the spacious Palace 
grounds, with no one particularly caring to 
claim being the source or recipient of this plen- 
жиде, there was this 11-year-old kid in the pit 
of Davao who wanted to go to school but could 
not because she had no fare, no bag, and no 
‘money to buy the most basic school supplies. 
Indeed, who wanted to go to school but could 
not because she had to help her mother wash 
clothes for other people to put food on their 
table, There was this 11-year-old girl who 
wanted alittle bit more for her parents and sib- 
lings, if not for herself, and finding only a cold 
world that offered no light, no comfort, no 
hope; indeed finding only a deaf world that of- 
fered no help, no way out, no exit, she decided 
to turn her back on it. 

If your blood doesn't boil at this, you ought 
to throw yourself off the nearest building, the 
higher the better just to be sure. Though that 
would be redundant—you're already dead. 
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lished in the dialect of the Ibans of Borneo. 
Thailand, in contrast, has a tradition of toler- 
ance towards all faiths. 

“Most people are bothered by those pas- 
sages in (the Bible ) that they cannot under- 
stand,” Mark Twain wisecracked. "The pas- 
sages that trouble me most are those that йо 
understand.” 

"Wordsmiths tell us that the word "bible" 
comes from the Latin biblia. “The Christian serip- 
ture was referred to, in Greek, as Ta Biblia as ear- 
ly as 223. The Old Testament is a collection of 
books written prior to the Ме of Jesus. The New 
“Testament relates the life and teachings of Jesus, 
letters of Paul and other disciples to the early 
Church, and includes the Book of Revelation. 

“The Bible is literature, not dogma,” the 
philosopher George Santayana explains. Some 
from Ecclesiastes have become part of daily 
discourse. "For everything there is a season .. 
A time to be born and a time te di Other 
lines make readers catch their breath. "Entreat 
me not to leave you," Ruth tells Naomi. "For 
where you go, I will go. And where you lodge, I 
shall lodge. Your people shall be my people. 
And your God my God." And Psalm 23 has con- 
soled generations: "Even though I walk 
through the valley of darkness, 1 will fear no 
evil. For you are with me." 

Mahatma Ghandi recalled how reading the 
Beatitudes shaped his outlook of liberation by 
peaceful means. Indeed, the Bible offers 
norms, like the 10 Commandments which 
have been watered down to "10 Suggestions" 
in today's society. “Say what you will about the 
Теп Commandments,” editor Н. L. Mencken 
wrote. "You always come back to the pleasant 
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Isaid it yesterday: I can only hope Manette's 
death has given life to this country, if only by 
rousing it from its deathly, and deadly, stupor 
of being fed rottenness and stench again and 
again, and not being able to see or hear or 
smell or taste it. No, of being nicked by a knife 
in various parts of the body again and again, 
deeper and deeper each time, and not being 
able to feel it. Maybe this salt rubbed on very 
fresh wound should help. If it can bring a yelp 
from us, it will have done its trick. 

‘The two stories put side by side—the suicide 
of an 11-year-old from desperation and the 
homicide of the nation by public officials from 
corruption—do not just add new dimensions 
in the meaning of the term “social volcano.” 
Though they do a magnificent job of it: You 
won't find a starker contrast between the opu- 
lence of the rich and infamous and the 
wretchedness of the poor and anonymous in 
this country than in those two images. 

But they offer more than that, they offer a 
glimpse into the true meaning, or essence, of 
‘corruption. They show us in the most poignant 
and horrific way what makes corruption the 
cruelest, ugliest, vilest thing there is. That is: 
Corruption takes away. Corruption kills. 

The two stories do not just offer a contrast, 
they offer a cause-and-effect. The hand that 
tied the rope around the beam that Manette 
used to hang herself might have been hers, but 
there were other hands there too. Hands that 
pushed her to her scaffold when her feet fal- 
tered and her hands wavered for a moment, 
hands that tightened the noose around her 
neck when she wondered if light might not 
peep through a crack in her dark hole after all, 
hands that pushed her to the void below till a 


fact that there are only 10 of them.” 

Beijing won't fret if all Olympic athletes, 
even visitors waved bibles. The concern stems 
from “more than 100 million religious adher- 
ents” in China. A February 2007 survey, by 
Shangai researchers, concluded: "31.4 percent 
of Chinese citizens ages 16 and over, or 300 
million persons, are religious.” 

"This is approximately three times the offi 
cial figure reported by the Government in April 
2005," says the 2007 International Religious 
Freedom Report, submitted by State Depart- 
ment to the US Congress. “Approximately 40 
million citizens identify themselves as Chris- 
tians and 200 million identify themselves as 
Buddhist, Taoist, etc.” 

"Increasing interest in Christianity resulted 
in a corresponding increase in the demand for 
bibles,” the report adds. Unregistered church 
members find supply and distribution, particu- 
larly in rural areas, lagging behind leapfrog- 
ging demand, 

In China today, you can buy bibles and sa- 
cred texts of other faiths at bookstores and in 
most “officially recognized churches.” But gov- 
ernment sits astride all printing presses. Reli- 
gious tracts, published without authorization, 
including bibles and korans, may be confisc 
ed and, publishing houses maybe padlocked. 
Bootleg publishing brings on stiff fines and jail 
terms. 

“Individuals cannot order bibles directly 
from publishing houses.” Bulk purchases of 
bibles “could bring unfavorable attention to 
the purchaser.” Customs officials monitor for 
the “smuggling” of bibles and other religious 
materials into the country. 

Is this concern exaggerated? Our experience 
is most of us don't even dust off bibles. Other- 
wise, we'd discover what the Galilean meant 
when he said: “Everyone who listens to my 
words, and acts on them, willbe like the wise 
man who built his house on rock. The rains fell 
and the winds blew. But the house stood be- 
‘cause it was built on rock.” 

(E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com ) 


sudden snap of her neck broke her fall and 
ended all thought and care and speculation 
forever. 

‘They were the hands of everyone involved 
in that scam in Malacafiang. They were the 
hands of everyone involved in all the scams 
that have befallen this country with the vio- 
lence and regularity of the super storms 

‘We tend to think of corruption as something 
abstract, particularly where it involves mind- 
boggling sums. We tend to think of it as a game 
that public officals and businessmen and even 
bishops play, a game that has to do with the di- 
vision of spoils and the wars that go on among 
and between them over it, a game that has lit- 
tle to do with us. 

‘Wrong. Corruption has everything to do 
with us. Corruption takes away from us. It is 
the classroom that should be there but is not 
there, which is why teachers have to hold class 
under ће tree (if there's one), home not just to 
sun and falling fruit but to wind and rain. It is 
the pencil and paper, the school bag, the 
crayons that should be in the hands of every 
seven-year-old but are not there, which is why 
the Manettes of this world are not in school, 
afraid of being berated by their teachers, afraid 
of being derided by their peers. It is the very 
time that every 11-year-old should have with 
which to play and dream of Enchanted King- 
doms, but is not there because the kid has to 
drag her carcass to clean other people's mess 
and be grateful only for the pause that sleep 
brings. 

Corruption is grabbing the scraps of food 
from the table of the hungry. It is seizing the 
jeepney money of a Grade П kid forcing him 
to walk in frayed rubber slippers, in the smol- 
dering heat or raging flood, to school. It is 
pushing an 11-year-old up the ladder of a 
Scaffold, looping the rope around her neck, 
and kicking her to the void below to the al- 
‘most inaudible sound of a fragile neck snap- 
ping. Corruption is not just something they 
do to themselves, it is something they do to 
us. 

‘Corruption takes away. Corruption Kills. 
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Economic cluster should explain 


WE FLEW TO HONOLULU VIA PAL FOR A FEW 
days to attend the wedding of a Cunanan niece 
Catching up on back issues, I realized I missed а 
lot of developments. I feel sorry that controversy 
seems to have surfaced anew with regard to the 
NorthRail project. I have supported this project 
since it was being negotiated, for 1 have always 
believed that no country can industrialize and de- 
velop without an efficient railway system. In our 
case, this project complements the development 
of our agti-business mega-region in the north. 
Having traveled around the world, including in 
‘Third World countries, often by rail, I always feel 
ashamed every time my vehicle is stopped at the 
Buendia Avenue crossing in Makati to allow those 
decrepit trains to pass (even Cambodia has better 
trains). I also felt happy about the prospect of de- 
congesting Metro Manila by having modem 
trains bring people to work in the metropolis and 
transport them back to the suburbs. 

1 feel that Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile's attack 
against Speaker Jose de Venecia on this project 
is off-target. Shouldn't it be the executive team 
composed of Neda, finance and transportation 

ials who should be held responsible for any 
alleged wrongdoing. Led by then Finance Secre- 
tary Cesar Purisima, they signed the deal with 
the Chinese Eximbank, The role of JDY, who had 
developed close ties with Chinese officials over 
the years, was to convince them to get into the 
NorthRail project part of his vision of railways 
in the major land masses such as northern and 
southern Luzon, Panay and Northern Mindanao. 

‘Why isn't the Cabinet's economic cluster ex- 
plaining this? sE 

The 62-km project, the Chinese government's 
first railway project in Southeast Asia and funded 
with a soft loan over a 20-year period, has been 
attacked with regularity over the past few years, 
recall that the Senate tinder Franklin Drilon held 
hearings in late 2004 on the eviction of informal 
settlers on the railroad tracks and the alleged 
grerpricing of the project, but nothing seems to 
have come out of it. If there were allegations of 
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overpricing, the time to settle the issue was then. 
The controversy's resurrection now leads some 
people to suspect that politics has to do with it. 

JDV points out that the negotiations involved, 
on the Chinese side, two presidents, two prime 
ministers, two speakers of parliament and three 
ambassadors; and on the RP side, the economic 
team, three ambassadors and Foreign Secretaries 
Delia Albert and Alberto Romulo. The inference 
is, how could anything so laboriously negotiated 
go wrong? It's a crime that all the criticisms and 
queries should come not at the beginning, but 
when Vice President Noli de Castro had already 
relocated the 44,000 informal settler families and 
work on Phase Iis under way. 

From the way we seem to be shooting down 
every foreign contract, are we heading for iso- 
Jationism? Would any country take us serious- 
ly? The Jpepa only now being ripped apart 
when itis in the signing stage. Other countries 
are fighting for foreign investments, but our 
politics is driving them away. 

Inquirer columnist Amando Doronila observed 
yesterday that there's no critical mass to express 
Outrage against GMA. There аге good reasons for 
this lack. In the first place, some of the civil soci- 
ety leaders marching up and down in Makati 
have credibility problems themselves, having 
been associated with Code NGO or left office wit 
unsettled accountabilities. Others nurse spurned 
ambitions. A key issue today is the so-called 
Palace payola. But this can't rile up enough peo- 
ple because everyone knows it has been the prac- 
tice of various administrations to give out funds 


NorthRail project 


to supporters for various causes, be they politicos, 
clergymen or NGO leaders. In fact, there were ru- 
mors about payola being given to some senators 
while the Visiting Forces Agreement was being 
deliberated upon or to members of Congress to 
pass the long-delayed Epira Law. 

This is not to say that doles ought to be tolerat- 
ed, but there's a lot of hypocrisy about this issue 
In the first place, Congress has the power to pass, 
reject or cut the budget submitted by the execu- 
tive, Why do its members put so much funds in 
the hands of the President? 

‘The nation’s conscience was racked by the 
recent suicide of 12-year-old Mariannet Am- 
per in Davao. I have a few thoughts on this 
tragedy. One is that everyone has to share the. 
blame: sure, some politicians squander publie 
funds, but many of us are too comfortable and 
uncaring. At the French Embassy, I chatted 
with Ateneo’s Fr, Pasquale Giordano who 
ed the rise in corporate social responsibility 
among companies; but on the same occasion, 
Fr. Jean-Francois Thomas, whose heroic ef- 
forts to rescue Manila's impoverished children 
from the streets won him the French Legion of 
Honor, opined that not enough help is being 
exerted by those who can afford it. Lagree. 

But there's also the salient point that Marian- 
пег suicide underscored and which Fr. Pierre 
Tritz, founder of Erda Foundation, realized long 
ago: while tuition is free in public elementary 
and high schools, transportation, uniforms, 
school materials and project expenses are diffi- 
cult for poor families to meet. Erda annually 
Supports about 30,000 poor public schol з. 
dents across the country and this has helped sus- 
tain them in school. Erda Technical Vocational 
High School extends free five-year education 
and technical training to 600 poor high school 
students in Manila, enabling them to seek em- 
ployment right after graduation. About 190 stu- 
dents, however, are still without scholarships, 
and readers might wish to call administrator 
Wilhelmina Martinez about supporting them at 
564-2608, 564-1856 and 564-1774. 


Test for women legislators 


THERE ARE VERY GOOD PROSPECTS FOR THE 
passage of women- and gender-related bills 
through the legislature in this 14th Congress, that " 
is, if we go by the number of women in the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. 

There are now four women sitting in the беп, 
anda record number of 56 women out of 236 mem- 
bers of the House. While still quite away from the 
“magic number" of 30 percent, which the United’ 
Nations says is the minimum proportion needed to- 
bring women out ofa "token" status in governance, 
the growing number of women in the legislature 
could yet make a difference. That is, if the women 
legislators take the initiative to support, promote 
and champion laws addressing gender concems. 

"The question at this point is not so much the, 
number of women in government, but the quality of 
these women, whether they see themselves as rep-” 
resentatives not just of their district or sector, but of 
their gender, and of the movement to liberate wom- 
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iniderthie ariti-vagrancy provision in the penal code 
‘Gnfact, the very definition of prostitution itself); 
‘and provisions in the Code of Muslim Personal Laws 
which permit the marriage of girls under 18 years, 
polygamy and arranged marriages; and the policy 
“of some schools dismissing female students (but not 
‘their partners) who get pregnant while still single. 
“These defects the “Magna Carta” seeks to correct, 
While at the same time pursuing measures aimed at 
‘recognizing the role of women in nation-building, 
including greater protection against violence; par- 


en—and men—from the stereotypes and forms of ticipation and representation in governance; access 


discrimination that have kept us boxed in and un- 
able to fulfill our potential. 

Women legislators will have a chance to prove 
their mettle in the coming debates over the passage 
of a proposed "Magna Сапа of Women, The 
“Magna Carta" is envisioned as an omnibus law that 
would “eliminate discrimination against women 
and recognize, respect, protect, fulfill and promote 
all human rights and fundamental freedoms of 
women, particularly the poor and marginalized.” 

Tt is based in part on the provisions of the Con- 
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi- 
nation against Women (Cedaw), an international 
covenant that the Philippines ratified 26 years ago. 
‘And yet, despite the more than two decades that 
have passed since its ratification, there remain 
many laws, as well as policies and social and cultur- 
al practices, that discriminate and disadvantage 
‘women. In fact, there is no legal, official definition 
of “discrimination” in our laws. 

‘Among the examples of discriminatory laws are 
the distinction between “adultery” for women and 
“concubinage” for men as grounds for legal separa- 
tion; the treatment of sex workers as petty criminals 


to sources of rraining, credit and capital; challeng- 
ing derogatofy and stereotypical images of women 
in the media; and economic and social rights of 
marginalized women. 

"The proposed "Magna Carta" will also strengthen 
the National Commission on the Role of Filipino 
Women (NCRFW), to be renamed the Philippine 
Commission on Women, which will be the overall 
‘monitoring body of the Magna Carta; even as it pro- 
vides “ombud” power to the Commission on Hu- 
‘man Rights. к 
‘THE GOOD news is that the proposed “Magna 
Carta of Women" has found sponsors in both leg- 
islative chambers. In the Senate, both Senate 
President Manuel Villar and Sen. Pia Cayetano 
have fled their own versions of the "Magna Car- 
ta” bill In the House, Zamboanga Rep. Beng Cli- 
maco and Aurora Rep. Sonny Angara have both 
filed early versions of the "Magna Carta," while 
deputy majority floor leader Пойо Rep. Janet 
Guarin has reportedly agreed "in principle" to 
file another version. 

In the last Congress, the Committee on Wom- 


еп was able to report out a consolidated version 
ofthe “Magna Carta,” but the Senate version did 
not even reach the level of committee delibera- 
tions. Lets hope the “Magna Carta” moves much 
more speedily this time, 

While based largely on Cedaw, the proposed 
“Magna Carta" is also the fruit of numerous con- 
sultations conducted around the country, with 
multi-sectoral representation of women, who al- 
so gave their comments, observations and in- 
puts on the draft law. 

Yesterday, I was in Bacolod as part of a forum 
on “Making CEDAW a Reality in Filipino Wom- 
en's Lives through the Magna Carta of Women.” 
During the open forum, women from all over Ne- 
gros Occidental and even Iloilo gave additional 
inputs, including the need for "public attorneys" 
to assist survivors of gender-based crimes in the 
filing of cases; the need to include gender mai 
streaming in the "synchronized planning guide- 
lines" being worked out by Neda and the DILG; 
and the mention of rights of women and children 
articulated in the various peace agreements. 
PILIPINA, the national women's group which 1 
chair, is taking the proposed "Magna Carta” around, 
the country to inform more women about this ini- 
tiative and drum up support for its passage. Judging 
from previous attempts to pass gender-related leg- 
islation, we are in for a long, complicated and diffi 
cult process. 

‘There is also a petition making the rounds, which 
will be submitted to the leadership of both the Sen- 
ate and the House, calling for the immediate pas- 
sage of the Magna Carta. 

Let me close by quoting a passage which opens 
the Villar bill, attributed to former Sen. Helena Z. 
Benitez, one of the "Icons" of the Philippines’ wom- 
en's movement: "The woman, whose womb is the 
first home of the human race, must be respected in 
the next environment which is called the family, 
which is housed in a home for many rea- 
sons—closeness, protection from elements, and 
some form of stability, and eventually, a community, 
and they become a settlement.” 


Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition 


"Т АМ FURIOUS AT HYPOCRITES, THOSE WHO 
pretend to be someone they are not,” Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile said the other day. The confessed 
fake ambush victim (1972) and election fraud 
perpetrator (1986) was taking aim at Speaker 
Jose de Venecia (2005), but who knows? Per- 
haps, despite a public airing of sins during Edsa 
П, he was yet again in self-critical mode, 

Incidentally, those who think that Enriles latest 
broadside at De Venecia (when it comes to the 
NorthRail project, he certainly seems to have plenty 
of ammunition) is a ratcheting of their word war 
should realize that, technically, a ratchet moves in 
only one direction. in other words, the movement is 
irreversible. In the buyer's market that is Philippine 
elite politics, however, the hidden hand is never too 
far from the reverse gear. 

The American Studies Association of the 
Philippines is marking the centenary of the inau- 
guration of the first Philippine Assembly (in 
1907, local politicos like Sergio Osmefia and 
Manuel Quezon began their transition from pe- 
riphery to center) with a national conference de- 
voted to exploring American influence on Philip- 
pine democracy. 

My own participation in this Saturday's as- 
sembly of scholars at the National Computer 
Center in UP Diliman involves yet another 
source of influence of American origin (but im- 
mediately, intricately, international in charac- 
ter): the Internet. The question, to borrow 
Woodrow Wilson's World War I slogan, is: Has 
new media made the world safe for democra- 


But this is a mere footnote to the conference. I 
look forward to wrestling with the main text, 
courtesy of colleagues Raul Pangalangan and 
Manolo Quezon, and especially Mary Ann Mar- 
chadesch, Helen Yw-Rivera, Olivia Caoili and 
Pampanga Gov. Ed Panlilio. 


American conservative Fr. Robert Siroco, co- 
founder of the Acton Institute for the Study of Reli- 
gion and Liberty, was in town last week, as a guest 
ofthe decidedly liberal Friedrich Naurgann Founda- 
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tion of Germany. In part out of deep curiosity about 
this unusual partnership (the visit seemed like 
something, say, the Hanns Seidel Foundation would 
fund), 1 wangled an invitation to the screening of 
“The Call ofthe Entrepreneur,” an Acton Media doc- 
‘umentary based on Siroco's book, "Entrepreneur- 
ship asa Vocation.” 

Tneedn't have wondered. What the two have in 
common is an abiding faith in the primacy of free- 
dom. 

‘The movie, to be completely candid, wasn't an 
entirely satisfactory defense of the entrepreneurial 
vocation, at least in my view. In fact, I found it too 
defensive. While polished and prolessional, as a 
questioner at the open forum that followed noted 
with precision, the documentary was flawed movie- 
making; I found the second of three acts weak and 
unnecessarily discursive. 

Don't get me wrong. I think the hourlong docu- 
mentary is essential viewing, for Filipino Catholic 
faithful who care about the consequences of their 
political commitment, and especially for Filipino 
Catholic clergy who believe that, as ex-senator Vi- 
cente Paterno recalled a bishop's words of cloistered 
wisdom before the forum, "businessmen are evil." 

But the movie's failure to recognize thatthe seeds 
of alienation and exploitation are to be found in the 
same fecund soil of capitalism undermines the 
movie's message. In celebrating the entrepreneurs 
vocation, "The Call of the Entrepreneur" scants the 
fertile deposit of Catholic social teaching; in defend- 
ing an admirable calling, it opened itself to the pos- 
sibility of new accusations. For some reason, 1 was 
reminded of an Irving Berlin ditty made popular 
during Woodrow Wilson's war: “Praise the Lord and 
pass the ammunition.” 


What do I mean, exactly? During the open fo- 
rum, Siroco quoted (inevitably) from “Centesimus 
Annus," Pope John Paul I's historic encyclical of 
1991. (His biographer, George Weigel, asserts that 
їп its comparison of economic and political sys- 
tems, the Pope described "the moral architecture. 
of a free society" —a bold but entirely accurate as- 
sertion.) "Centisimus Annus," Siroco said, had 
recognized that entrepreneurship "throws pracii- 
cal light on a truth about the person.” That it did, 
and more. In effect, the encyclical recognized that 
the creation of wealth was.a good thing. 

But in the movie, the common image of the 
businessman as greedy, as one in business mere- 
ly for the money, is denied, correctly thro 
stirring example of wealth creators like Jimmy 
Lai and, incorrectly, through the specious argu- 
ment that greed isnot the monopoly of business- 
men, True, but as the “Centisimus Annus" itself 
reminds us (in the very next section to the pas- 
sage Siroco quoted): “In spite of the great 
changes which have taken place in the more ad- 
vanced societies, the human inadequacies of 
capitalism and the resulting domination of 

igs over people are far from disappearing." 

Tt would have strengthened the movie if these 
inadequacies of capitalism—surmountable, as 
experience happily tells us—had been given 
their due. 

PROVINCIAL NEWS. I understand that the 
Philippine province of the Society of Jesus will be. 
represented at the orders 35th General Congrega- 
tion in Rome in January by Danny Huang, the 
provincial, and Ben Nebres and Jojo Magadia as 
electors. Topping the agenda of the extraordinary 
convocation is the election of a new Superior Gen- 
eral, Meanwhile, the Philippine province of the Or- 
der of Discalced Carmelites (which includes Viet- 
nam, if 1 am not mistaken) has elected a new 
provincial. Come March, Chito Reyes will succeed 
Jun-Jun Agruda, in my view the country’s best 
homilist. p 

Encil: jnery@inquirercomph у 


Crazy thoughts 


WE WERE CLASSMATES LAST SUMMER. ГМ PRETTY SURE 
hedidn'tknow me. I didn't know him either. He was just a fa- 
miliar face; the cute guy who was always late for class. 1 got 
to notice him because I always sat near the door. No, I don't 
have a crush on him. I saw him with a girl once— probably 
his girlfriend. Having him as my boyfriend would be point- 
less, thought. 

Summer class passed swiftly. Thad two weeks of vacation to 
spend before the first 
semester. I had as- 
sumed I had already 
forgotten the familiar. 
face. 1 enjoyed so 
much of my vaca- 
tion—enough reason. 
for me not to think of 
him. 

The regular 
semester came. Most. 
that I was to take шр 
were major subjects, 
except for Physics 
(both lecture and laboratory). So I felt reassured that I would 
be seeing the same group of people every day; people who had 
been my classmates in the previous years. Good for me. I pre- 
fer dealing with people whom I already know than having to 
know strangers and work with them on projects. 

Physics laboratory was scheduled once a week. In the first 
session, there were less than 10 people in the room. How I 
wished the class would be dissolved so that I could change my 
schedule and enroll in the same class where my friends were. 
Nevertheless, our instructor had already divided us into 
groups—a permanent arrangement for the whole semester. 1 
didn't know anyone in the class. Great! 

I waited for the announcement; the following week came 
and still there was no announcement; the class was not going 
to be dissolved. So I had no choice, to our room I went, and 
‘when I opened the door, lo and behold, there he was! Sitting 
with my groupmates was the familiar face the previous sum- 
mer. [joined them but didn't say a word to him. 

Having him in the same class and as a groupmate didn't 
make any impact on me. There was no quickening of the 
heartbeat, no trembling of the hands, and definitely no awk- 
‘ward feelings, no typical signs that I was falling for him. 

Iknowlam а little old to talk about crushes. But what can 1 
do? Lam a hopeless romantic. Lam а no-boyfriend-since-birth 
girl. No one has even tried courting me and I only know of a 
few guys who like me. Most of the guys I liked never felt the 
same for me, Maybe it's because I am one of the boys, a barka- 
da to them. Girly clothes and makeups are not for me. 1 am so 
contented with my shirt, pants and Chuck Taylors. 

Okay my point is I didn't have a “thing” for him. But actual- 
1y, I couldn't help looking at his cute face. His scent of mixed 
cologne, car air freshener and, maybe, cigarette smoke were 
quite appealing. (1 admit he is attractive. He is neither tall nor 
the macho-type.) It didn’t matter anyway. We were just group- 
mates. That was it. My only concern was that we finished on 
time our activities and come up with a project before the 
semester ended. 

‘Weeks passed. 1 didn't get to know him personally. We only 
talked about what to do, what the answers in the worksheet 
should be, whether we were doing the right thing. In short, the 
only topic we talked about was our subject. Although we 
sometimes shared some laugh when we did mischief during 
activities, we didn't really get close. 

On the day we had to present our report on our project, 1 
saw him with a girl again, thought it was the same girl I saw 
last summer. But the thing was, it didn't affect me in any way. 
So what ifhe had a girlfriend? I didn’t feel any jealousy or sad- 
ness. My point was: I really didn't have a thing for him. And 
that was for sure. 

After our class that day, he left ahead of us. (But that was 
what he always did.) When I came out of the building minutes 
later, I saw his car still parked outside. Maybe he was waiting 
for someone, | thought. When I passed near his car, he opened 
the window and asked where was going. He offered me aride 
and, of course, I didn't refuse. Actually, I was waiting for that 
‘moment to come. And that moment brought me to cloud nine. 

‘The car ride took less than 10 minutes. But that very short 
span of time was one of the best times of my life. We talked, 
but at first it was still about our subject. I couldn't ask personal 
questions because 1 was afraid he might get the impression 
that Iwas interested in him. But he told me things about him. 1 
had a feeling that would be the start of getting to know him 
and ofa real good friendship. 

When I stepped out of the car, that was when the thoughts 
came in a flood. Why did he offer me a ride? Does he want to 
know me and get close to me? Does he like me? But it can't be. 
1 must not forget the possibility that he already has a 
friend. Why? Was he just being a gentleman? 1 will never 
know... 

Night came and I still couldn't get him out of my head. һай 
to study but] couldn't concentrate because the thought of him. 
and what happened that afternoon kept coming back to me. 
Visions of the two of us inside his car kept flashing in my mind. 
T knew I was wasting my time but I couldn't help imagining 
things about us: What if he admits that he likes me? I don't 
‘want to be the reason, if ever, behind his breakup with his girl. 
But I really want him. Now 1 am admitting that 1 do have a 
thing for him. Iwas just ignoring it because I felt there was no 
chance of satisfying that feeling. 1 hate these crazy thoughts... 

I couldn't wait to get to our next class session, He was in my 
mind the whole week. I was expecting another moment with 
him. The day came. But the only thing that transpired between 
us were an exchange of hand waves and flicked eyebrows as a 
sign of recognition. We didn't talk because I was busy review- 
ing for an exam later that afternoon and I also did not know 
‘what to say. 1 could hardly look straight into his eyes. He left 
very early and I was not expecting him to be there when I came 
ош. 

While walking, I put on my mp3 player and played "Sor- 
row” at the loudest volume. I didn't want to hear anything or 
talk to anyone. I realized that everything I was thinking would 
never happen: I was just his groupmate. I was wrapped in a 
blanket of sorrow. Why do I have to go through this, I asked 
myself almost in pity. 1 wished that last weeks "encounter" 
hadn't happened. Being with him gave me an opening to un- 
leash and admit my feelings. And suddenly the fact that he had 
a girlfriend was killing me. I wanted to cry but no tears fell 
from my eyes, 

‘Another flood of thoughts came: What's the point of our 
paths crossing? Is it only to torment me? I guess he is not the 
right person for me, but I am getting tired of waiting. Why is 
life unfair? I want him so much but I can never have him. Lam 
crying not because of him, but because of the thought that I 
still can't have someone. I have come across this feeling before. 
and I guess I should be getting used to it 


Younc BLoop 


Jenny Marasigan 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Jenny Marasigan, 20, is a BS Chemistry student at the University 
of the Philippines in Diliman. 
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Estrada outed as fake symbol 


IF SOMETHING GOOD HAS COME 
ош of Joseph Estrada's pardon, that 
is the fact that the “Oust Gloria 
Movement" has at last been purged 
of a fake symbol pretentiously rep- 
resenting the masses and the idea of 
good government. 

Prior to the pardon, several 
known oppositionists, in a make- 
believe, propped up Erap as the 
rallying figure against Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo's evil regime. 
They had hoped that Erap's fol- 
lowing among the masses, or what 
remains of it, would strengthen 
the fledging anti-GMA forces. 

This country is hungry for a 
modern-day martyr. And it was 
prepared to create one, though his 
only claim to suffering was to be 
confined in a: private mansion 
where he could feast on sumptu- 
ous food; and indeed he played 
hero to the outside world. 

But Erap has shown his true col- 
ors. Trembling at the thought of 
even one night in Muntinlupa, he 
sought executive clemency and 
now sings a different tune—he 
isn't joining the mounting call for 
GMAs resignation. 

His tumaround only confirmed 
what has been clear from the very 


beginning. Erap can never be a driv- 
ing force against corruption for һе 
himself is corrupt. He cannot usher 
in a new type of governance for һе 
is an old trapo. He cannot rail 
against criminals їп public office for 
he has been a proven plunderer. 

In other words, Erap is no dif- 
ferent from GMA. And with Erap 
‘and GMA together, like old school 
chums suddenly finding love, this 
awful truth has become incon- 
testable. 

Ina sense, this will prove bene- 
ficial to advocates of real change. 
‘They will no longer be burdened 
by a gaping contradiction, the 
kind we witness in the person of 
Teofisto Guingona, who batted for 
Erap's freedom several years after 
his stirring "I Accuse” speech. 

For a time, GMA's strategy of 
identifying all the progressive ele- 
ments seeking her ouster with Er- 
арз camp was effective in keeping 
them away from the mass actions. 
But with Erap now under her 
leash, GMA has deprived herself 
of a convenient bogeyman. This 
time, she cannot blame her politi- 
cal rival for the widespread hatred 
of her regime. She can no longer 
make a sweeping charge that ev- 


Of hardened stomachs and barf bags 


‘THIS REFERS TO THE EDITORI- 
‘al “Triumph of the ex-con.” (Iv- 
‘quiner, 10/26/07) It stated: "And 
what do we get in return for this 
Faustian bargain? An empty bag, 
where the rule of law used to 
be.” 

Correction. What we got is a 


“barf bag.” The sight of Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo pardoning a 
"co-criminal" is undeniably some- 
thing only the most hardened 
“stomach for perversity” could 
take without throwing up. 
MON SAGULLO, 
ramonsagulloGyahoo.com 


Gloria and Erap: Same feather 


ANOTHER CRAP DECISION FROM 
the President. There's no more re- 
speccleftin me for this sick adminis- 
tration. 

Tn all these, it shows that Gloria 


Macapagal-Arroyo and Joseph 
Estrada are just the same. Traitors! 
Oust GMA—now, now, now! 
—VI GONZAGA, 
hereGvjgonzaga.com. 


Spineless, unprincipled ex-actor 


THAT JOSEPH ESTRADA SHAME- 
lessly begged for mercy and ac- 
knowledged the magnanimity of 
the presidency of Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo exposes him for the 
spineless, unprincipled and op- 
portunistic movie actor that he re- 
ally is. 

‘After shouting to high heavens 
that Ms Arroyo's presidency was a 
fraud, he so readily embraced its 
legitimacy once he was faced with 
the cold reality of imprisonment. 
This hardly shows a nationalist 
fighting for the poor and the op- 
pressed. 

Certainly, he is not of the mold 
of nationalists Jejomar Binay and 


Rene Saguisag who fought the 
Marcos regime at great personal 
sacrifice. Estrada not only be- 
trayed the masses whom he pro- 
fesses to champion and those who 
stuck with him. He insults them by 
claiming that he abandoned his 
‘convictions for the highest nation- 
al interest. 

Estrada reminds me of another 
opportunistic “fraud” who washes 
his hands after every failed coup 
and abandons those he made a 
pact with, until he finds another 
opportunity to pursue his burning 
personal ambition, 

—JULIAN ROSEUS, 
roseusjulian@yahoo.com 


GSIS has limits on condoning loans 


‘THE INQUIRER PUBLISHED LAST 
Oct. 25 a letter from Samuel J. Yap 
asking the Government Service In- 
surance System to reconsider the 
housing loan of Nelita Diocampo, 
who found it difficult to settle her 
obligations after the untimely 
death of her husband 23 years ago. 

Yap said the GSIS merely skirt- 
ed the issue of helping Mrs. Dio- 
campo when the GSIS condoned 
the surcharges and restructured 
the payment of her loan, suggest- 
ing that the GSIS should condone 
the entire loan instead. 

We hope Yap understands that 
по one—whether employee, exec- 
utive, trustee, even the chair or 
the president and general manag- 
er of the GSIS—has the power to 
use the fund, unless this had to do 
with fulfilling its mandate of pro- 
viding pension and life insurance 
benefits to its members. 


‘The condonation and the re- 
structuring plans are all the 0515 
has in its power to help housing 
loan borrowers like Mrs. Diocam- 
po. In her case, she was able to 
avail of not one, but two condona- 
tion programs—a rarity in both 
public and private financial sec- 
tors because, typically, borrowers 
can only avail themselves of such 
programs once, 

We hope Yap does not take it 
against the GSIS if it fails to grant 
his request because doing so is not 
within its authority and is tanta- 
‘mount to misusing the money en- 
trusted to the GSIS by its mem- 
bers. 

—ELLA E. VALENCERINA, 
vice president, 

Public Affairs Office, 
Government Service 
Insurance System, 
Financial Center, Pasay City 


Unused textbooks an old problem 


THE OCT, 12 EDITORIAL “АМЕ 
excuses” and the column of Neal 
H. Cruz regarding the "P329 mil- 
lion worth of textbooks, instruc- 
tional materials, computers and 
information technology products 
lying idle and gathering mold in 
the storerooms of DepEd offices in 
15 regions” were very timely and 
relevant but overdue. 

Timely because of the exposé 
оп the proposed Cyber Education 
project, which crities say does not 
really meet the very basic needs of 
our school system struggling to 
upgrade itself and improve the 
teaching-learning situation. Real- 
ly the need of the hour, if we are to 
improve and enhance the quality 
of Philippine education, is to hire 
more teachers and provide basic 
textbooks, instructional materials, 
classrooms and such other facili 
ties as blackboards, chairs and ta- 
bles. 

Relevant, because obtaining 
loans from foreign sources will 
burden our impoverished people 
some more because of misgover- 
nance, graft and corruption, 

Overdue, because this matter of 


n 


instructional materials rotting and 
wasting in DepEd storerooms has 
been going on for a long time. 
Talking from my experience as a 
former public school supervisor, I 
can say that many, if not most, of 
the purchased instructional mate- 
rials like textbooks and supple- 
mentary reading materials were 
пог really needed for instruction 
as prescribed for the different 
grade levels. The DepEd officials 
concerned ordered and bought 
those materials not so much to use 
them as instructional aids but to 
get more commissions and kick- 
backs from the suppliers. 

Another reason was the lack of 
close supervision on the part of 
the concerned principals, supervi- 
sors, superintendents, directors, 
undersecretaries and the secre- 
tary himself. 

“Don't look at us” said the De- 
partment of Education. Passing 
the buck is the worst thing that 
‘can happen in management. 

—HERIBERTO A. BAUTISTA, 
information consultant, 
Municipality of Pozorrubio, 
Pangasinan 
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can no longer dismiss the brewing 
discontent as political bickering. 

Ironically, GMA does not realize 
the double-edged sword she is dan- 
gling over the people's heads. The 
country must move on, she says. 
And indeed, the country is moving 
оп, without Erap, in opposing her. 
The struggle wil finally go beyond 
the irrational personality-centered 
politics of Erap's fanatics. 

"The pardon will pave the way for 
national unity, GMA further pro- 
aims. And, indeed, the nation— 
strengthened after having been ex- 
orcised of the demon of a convicted 
plunderer who has gone over to 
СМА side—is now united, more 
than ever, in seeking her ouster. 

‘Among the anti-GMA forces, 
the chaff has been separated from 
the grain. Erap may have compro- 
mised, but not the nation. 

—BUJON APOSTOL, 
Philippine Union For 

Nationalist Liberation (Punyal), 

nationalist22@gmail.com 


Wanted: a good 
person to lead us 


‘THE REASON WE FILIPINOS RE- 
main apathetic to the shenani- 
gans in our government is that 
‘we can't find one good person to 
lead us out of our miserable situ- 
ation. 

Noah encountered the same 
problem when God asked him to 
find a few God-fearing people, so 
He may have reason to spare their 
land from destruction. And so God 
caused the great deluge. 

Maybe, we would be similarly 
doomed if we fail to find a leader 
acceptable to God and to the Fil- 
ipino people. 

—NARCISOT ELEQUIN, 
narciso elequin&yahoo.com. 
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IF you have алу complaints, 
grievances or suggestions about 
the treatment of news and pho- 
tos by the Inquires you may 
write to the Readers! Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue, corner Yague and 
Mascardo Streets, City of Makati 
or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 
897-4794, or e-mail readersad- 
vocate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor 
are requested to include their 
complete address and telephone 
or pager number or e-mail ad- 
dress for verification purposes, 
The Inquirer will not publish 
any letter unless such informa- 
tion is supplied. 
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But clearly, they are an indis- 
pensable party in the case; after 
all, they will directly benefit or 
suffer from any decision on it. 
More importantly, they are saying 
precisely that the Supreme Court 
decision affirming the application 


plaint about the leaking pipe on 
Arellano Street, Barangay 732, 
Zone 80 at Singalong, Malate, 
Manila. We would like to inform 
him and the public that the leak- 
ing pipe has been repaired as of 
Oct. 24, 2007. 

‘There was a delay in repairing 
the leak because our technical 


FARMERS walk for a cause dear to them: land and justice. 


Sumilao farmers hunger not only for food but justice 


WE APPRECIATE JOEY САВІЕТАЅ 
Nov. 2 article on the Higaonon 
marchers from Sumilao, Bukid- 
mon, as well as the tremendous 
help and support they received 
from groups and individuals in 
Eastern. Visayas, such as Palo 
Archbishop Jose Palma. 

But more than their physical 
pain and their need for basic 
needs like food, medicine and a 
place to sleep, 
ers are in dire need of justice. On 
Oct. 10, 2007, the Office of the 
President ruled that they have no 
legal standing to sue as they are 
“merely recommendee beneficia- 
ries." (The decision was supposed- 
ly based on Fortich vs Corona. The 
farmers had filed a petition for the 
revocation of the conversion order 
and for the immediate coverage of 
their land in Sumilao under the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 


the Sumilao farm- 


tied to bamboo poles. 


regarding his com- 


for conversion was not imple- 
mented. The 144-hectare convert- 
ed land remains agricultural a 
decade after the decision. Norber- 
to Quisumbing failed to industri- 
alize and develop the land as he 
had promised. Worse, he sold the 
land to San Miguel Corporation, 
which wants to put up a piggery in 
the richly irrigated land. 

‘The Visayas leg of the "Walk for 
Sumilao Land, Walk for Justice” 
has not been easy. The weather is 
either very hot and humid or 
rainy. There are security risks too, 
as the marchers are prone to be 
used by groups in conflict with 
each other. Almost every day, two 
to four farmers faint and need to 
be lifted by fellow marchers in a 
makeshift carrier made of malong 


There were occasions where an 
ambulance had to be requested to 
bring marchers to a hospital. They 
are physically tired and they need 
accommodation, medicine, water, 
and food on a daily basis. They 
chose to walk from Sumilao to 
Manila for their cause: the re-dis- 
tribution under the CARP of the 
144-hectare land in question 


Maynilad report: leaking pipe finally found, fixed 


‘THIS IS IN REFERENCE TO VIR- 
gilio C. Sagun's letter (INQUIRER, 


team had difficulty locating the 
leakage, which turned out to be 
along interior Arellano Street, not. 
along main Arellano Street as ini- 
tially reported. But immediately 
after the leak was found, Mayni- 
lod's South Manila Business Cen- 
ter coordinated with the barangay 
for the needed excavation permit 
and sent contractors to fix the 
pipe. Our team has also visited Sa- 
gun to give him an update on 


p 


(which remains prime agricultur- 
alland). 

The farmers are only asking 
that the laws be properly and 
truthfully implemented. Even the 
local offices of the Department of 
Agrarian Reform in the region 
where the land is located have al- 
ready said that there had been no 
development in the area and that 
the only option left for the gov- 
ernment is to immediately revoke 
the conversion order granted to 
Quisumbing and to put the land 
in question under CARP cover- 
age. 

More than their physical 
hunger is their hunger for land 
and their hunger for justice. This 
is what they justly deserve and 
this is how laws like CARP should 
be implemented. 

—ARLENEJ.BAG-AO, 
‘counsel of the Sumilao farmers 
and executive director 
ofBalaod Mindanaw 

and JANE D. CAPACIO, 
coordinator, 
Visayas "Walk for Land, 
Walk for Justice 

and executive director, 
Kaisahan Inc. 


Maynilad's action regarding his 
complaint. 

We thank Sagun and the INquin- 
ва for bringing this matter to our 
attention. 

JESUS S. MATUBIS JR, 
assistant vice president, 
Corporate Affalrs 

and Media Relations, 
Maynilad Water Services Inc, 
MWSS Compound, 
Katipunan Road, Balara, QC 


COME FEB. 2, 2008, ACTING CHAIR RESU- 
rreccion 7. Borra and Commissioner Flo- 
rentino А. Tuason Jr. will be retiring after 
serving full terms of seven years. Supposedly 
Joining them for retirement on that date is 
former Chair Benjamin S. Abalos Sr, who re- 
signed on Oct. 1, 2007. With the vacancy left 
by retired Commissioner Mehol K. Sadain 
filled up by the ad interim appointment of 
former judge Moslemen T. Macarambon, 
there will be three vacancies in the Commis- 
sion on Elections on Feb. 2. 

‘The 1987 Constitution prescribes the qual- 
ifications for appointees to the Commission 
and they are: (a) natural-born citizen of the 
Philippines; (b) at the time of appointment, 
at least 35 years of age; (c) holder of college 
degree; (d) must not have been candidates 
for any elective position in the immediately 
preceding elecions; (e) a majority of the 
commissioners, including the chair, shall be 
members of the Philippine Bar who have 
been engaged in the practice of law for at 
least 10 years. 

Empowered to appoint the chair and the 
commissioners is the President of the Philip- 
pines whose appointees have to be con- 
firmed by the Commission on Appointments 
of the Congress of the Philippines as part of 
check and balance under the tripartite sepa- 
ration of powers. If appointment is given by 
the President while Congress is in recess, the 
appointment is in the nature of ad interim 
designation, subject to confirmation by the 
Commission оп Appointments when 
Congress resumes session. 

The Comelec, with or without elections, is 
а superbody. Under the 1987 Constitution, it 
enjoys executive, judicial and legislative 
functions. (Sec. 2, Article IX, 1987 Constitu- 
tion) It has 11 additional powers and func- 
tions under the Omnibus Election Code 
(Batas Pambansa Big. 881) intended to make 
it an effective enforcer and administrator of 
all laws relative to the conduct of elections. It 
has a total of 16 powers and functions under 
the Constitution and law. 

It is these constitutional and statutory 
powers that make the Comelec an important 
and crucial factor in the holding of clean and 
credible elections, in the free choice of elec- 


COMMENTARY 


Rene V. Sarmiento 


tive officials from the President up to baran- 
gay and Sangguniang Kabataan officials, An 
honest and independent Comelec, with no 
master but the Constitution and law, solely 
devoted to uphold the people's sovereign 
will, is beyond question essential in building 
the solid edifice of constitutional democracy 
and strengthening the people's trust in gov- 
ernment. 

Considering the Comelec' critical role in 
the democratic choice of our leaders from the 
national to the village levels, where should 
the chair and commissioners be drawn from? 
And how should they be chosen? 

In Mozambique, nominees to the elec- 
toral management body (EMB) are in many 
cases eminent members of the community 
rather than members of the political parties 
which nominated them and meet the quali- 
fications of nonpartisanship and indepen- 
dence. In Croatia, nominees are all judges 
or eminent legal practitioners. In Australia, 
Bangladesh, Canada, Costa Rica, India, In- 
donesia, Poland, Thailand and Ukraine, 
members of the EMBs are often eminent 
public figures renowned for political neu 
trality with expertise in fields such as law, 
public administration, political science or 
the media. The law in many of these coun- 
tries provides that EMB members must пог 
have been active in party politics in the re- 
cent past, and must not be a political party 
member while serving as a member of the 
EMB, In Cote d' Ivoire, ће EMB is composed 
of judges, academics, civil society represen- 
tatives and career public servants, 

The process of appointment in some coun- 
tries is participatory and transparent, In 
South Africa and Namibia, members of the 
EMBs are recruited through open advertise- 
ment; interested candidates may apply di- 
rectly to be considered for appointment, In 
South Africa, they may also be nominated by 
the public Applicants are reviewed and 


How to choose election commissioners 


screened (through public interviews) by ап 
independent body (for example, judicial se- 
lection committee in Namibia and a commit- 
tee of the legislature in the case of South. 
Africa). The cases of short-listed candidates 
are submitted to the head of State for final 
appointment. In Burkina Faso and 
Guatemala, civil, society organizations, 
academia or the legal profession play key 
role in the EMB appointments, 

In the Philippines, without departing from 
the long-observed constitutional practice of 
the President appointing the chair and the 
commissioners and subjecting the ap- 
pointes to legislative confirmation, the pro- 
cess of appointment can be made transpar- 
entand participative. This can be done by the 
Search Co mittee of the Office of the Presi- 
dent publicly announcing in print or broad- 
cast заг the nominations coming from vari- 
ous sectors and disciplines (preferably from 
the academe, education, management and 
TT sectors) are now open and the same can 
now be submitted to it. After the submission 
of names, the list will be publicized in the 
dailies for comment and reaction. This print- 
ing of names is the process being done for 
nominees to the judiciary and this was the 
‘same process that was followed for appoint- 
ment to the Constitutional Commission of 
1986 that drafted the 1987 Constitution. 
From this list and from the commentaries, 
the President can now make her appoint- 
ments. If appointments by the President are 
objectionable, the public can still object by 
participating in the deliberations of the Com- 
mission on Appointments. 

The President will have a living and last- 
ing legacy to the people and to the Republic 
she has long served if she makes good ap- 
pointments to the Comelec. May God be her 
guide and the common good be her polestar 
‘when she chooses the men and women with 
integrity, independence and impartiality for 
the Comelec. The Book of Proverbs (Proverbs 
14:34) is instructive on exemplary and ac- 
countable governance when it tells us that 
"Гуте exalts a nation, but sin is a people's 
disgrace.” 


Rene V Sarmiento is a Comelec commissioner. 
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WESTERN Police District Director Roberto Rosales holds up police 
artist's sketch of the gunman in Saturday night's killing of Comelec 
law department chief Alioden Dalaigin Ermita, Manila. — roxzevone 


Police release sketch 
of poll official's killer 


a possible angle in the killing. 
Weeks before Dalaig was 
killed, Sefieres said the poll offi- 
cial had agreed to testify against 
a faction of the Buhay party-list 
group headed by the son of El 
Shaddai leader Mike Velarde. 

“He was our material wit- 
ness,” Sefieres said, citing a 
pending criminal case filed by 
his son, ex-Rep. Hans Christian 
Sefieres, against three incum- 
bent Buhay lawmakers, led by 
Rep, Rene Velarde. 

The younger Sefieres alleged 
that the younger Velarde—along 
with Representatives Ma. Caris- 
sa Coscolluela and William Ir- 
win Tieng—was guilty of 
“usurpation of authority” for 
performing their congressional 
functions without being official- 
ly proclaimed by the Comelec. 


From page Al 


tor Chief Supt. Roberto Rosales 
described him as a 
dark-skinned man in fatigue 
pants and а black jacket, and 
"wearing a cap. 

Estimated to be between 39 
and 41 years old, the man stands 
between 5'5” and 5'6”, was 
armed with a .45-cal. pistol and 
had a companion with him 
when he shot the chief of the law 
department of the Commission 
on Elections on Saturday night 
in Manila’s Ermita district. 

The gunman reportedly fled 
toward Roxas Boulevard after 
the shooting. 

“This information was based 
on the confirmatory statements 
of our witnesses,” Rosales said. 
“They may help us trace who 
were with Dalaig before he was 
killed. We are now getting their 
statements but we cannot di- 
vulge the contents of those 
statements for now.” 


Robles dismisses claim 

Hans Sefieres lost his slot in 
the Buhay roster submitted by 
Mel Robles, the group's former 
president, to the Comelec for the 
May 2007 party-list elections. 

“He agreed to testify before 
the Quezon City fiscal that Ve- 
larde, Coscolluela, and Tieng 
reported for work at Congress 
without being proclaimed offi- 
cially by the National Board of 
Canvassers,” the elder Sefieres 
told the INQUIRER. 

But Roy Sefieres made it clear 
he was not immediately implicat- 
ing the Velarde camp to the killing. 

“I just want authorities to 
look into this angle,” he said. 

Robles dismissed the Sefieres 
claim,” 

“Irs illogical because we gota 
favorable ruling from the Com- 
elec, which ruled that it's my set 
of nominees that should be pro- 
claimed," Robles said. 

“If ever there are people who 
have something against the 
Comelec or its people, maybe 
they are those who did not get a 
favorable ruling.” 

Coscolluela also laughed off 
Sefieres' allegation. 

“Ies completely ridiculous. (1t) 
shows the desperation of our de- 
tractors. I categorically deny that 
we have something to do with 
the killing,” Coscolluela said. 

Comelec Commissioner Rene 
Sarmiento told reporters the 
poll body was not ruling out the. 
angle that the killings of Dalaig 
and of Joseph del Rosario, elec- 
tion officer of Bacoor in Cavite, 
were due to personal or family 
reasons, 

"There are many angles to be 
considered. It could be person- 
al, familial or work-related," 
Sarmiento said. "To me, itis stil 
premature to say if this shows a 
pattern." 

Opposition Sen. Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Ji said the killing of 
Dalaig demonstrated the govern- 
ments “rotten electoral system." 

Pimentel also urged Mala- 
cafiang to “cleanse the Com- 
elec” and look into reports that 
Dalaig's office had been under 
instruction to investigate the 
special board of canvassers that 
prematurely proclaimed Otho 
Montawal as mayor of Pagalun- 
gan, Maguindanao, and other 
local candidates during the May 
14 elections. 

The National Bureau of In- 
vestigation has also stepped in- 
to the case. 

NBI Director Nestor Mantar- 
ing said he had asked the bu- 
reau's AntiOrganized Crime 
Division to look into the death 
threats supposedly received by 
Dalaig prior to his killing. With 
reports from Beverly T. Nativi- 
dad, Christian М Esguerra, Al- 
cuin Papa, in Manila, and Ed- 
win Fernandes, Jeoffrey 
Former Philippine Ambas- Maitem and Charlie C. Sefiase, 


sador Roy Sefieres volunteered Inquirer Mindanao 


No premature disclosures 

Amid claims by some politi- 

s that politics might have 
been behind the killing, Mayor 
Lim warned against “premature 
disclosures” of leads being pur- 
sued by investigators. 

"Thats what Rosales and Т 
talked about a while ago. No pre- 
mature disclosures that could 
give color to the investigation," 
Lim told reporters. "They should 
Just work on the case and mobi- 
lize their people, even if they 
have to [work] 24 hours a day" 

The seeming gag order has 
stopped investigators from talk- 
ing about what the probe has 
yielded so far. 

Lim said investigators would 
talk to the media once they had. 
obtained concrete leads and 
"found witnesses who can shed 
light" on the case. 

"That's the time for them to 
present [their findings) to the 
media, once they had obtained 
statements and arrested the 
person," Lim added, in Filipino. 


Help of Hyatt sought 

Lim stressed he would not set 
а deadline for the police to fin- 
ish their investigation to avoid 
pressuring them into "just grab- 
bing anyone" who would admit 
involvement. 

“We don't like that," he said. 

He said the Hyatt Hotel man- 
agement should cooperate in 
the probe. 

Dalaig was shot near the Hy- 
att casino and investigators said 
they hoped the hotel manage- 
ment would allow them to see 
video footage from a closed cir- 
cuit television which might yield 
more clues to the shooting. 

"For purposes of police inves- 
tigation they have to cooper- 
ate,” Lim said. “Even if the inci- 
dent happened outside the ho- 
tel, their equipment may have 
taken a shot of the area. They 
can be sued as an accessory for 
participating in the cover-up of 
a crime if they still refuse to co- 
operate in the investigation.” 


A familiar face 

Chief Insp. Alejandro Yan- 
quiling Jr, head of the MPD 
homicide division, earlier said 
investigators were having diffi- 
culty accessing the video 
footage and getting to the park- 
ing lot where Dalaig was be- 
lieved to have left his vehicle. 

Yanquiling also said a Philip- 
pine Gaming Corp. employee 
told him the Marawi City native 
жаз a familiar face in the casinos. 

Investigators said Dalaig was 
carrying at least P300,000 
when he was shot. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS 
yesterday condemned ап Aus- 
тайап companys plan to 
dump hundreds of tons of fer- 
tilizer into Philippine waters 
as part of an experiment to 
combat climate change. 

The groups, including 
Greenpeace and civil society 
organizations, called on the 
Philippine government to stop 
the experiment, known as 
“ocean fertilization.” 

“This is not a solution and 


Fertilization fs Si Sea О ЖУ, 


is a dangerous diversion, б. tons of nitrogen-rich urea into 
the real solutions to addresé: ‘thé Sulu Sea, where it has al- 
climate change,” said Jasper, ready dumped one ton of the 
Inventor, Greenpeace "i ‘cli®, ‘substance. 
mate and energy campdlgn: “The company has said urea 
er stimulates the growth of phy- 

“It is also extremely irre- toplankton in the sea and сап 
sponsible to testa speculative absorb large quantities of car- 
and unproven method, which bon dioxide—the main cause 
potentially has highimpactsto of global warning—from the 
the environment." atmosphere. 

Sydney-based Ocean Nour- It also said the growth of 
ishment Corp. is said to be more phytoplankton would 
planning to pump up to 1,000 help boost fishing stocks. 


But Inventor said the UN's 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change has noted 
that ocean fertilization “re- 
mains largely speculative” 
and “many environmental 
side effects have yet to be as- 
sessed.” 

The Sulu Sea between 
Palawan in the west and 
Mindanao is home to the Un- 
esco World Heritage Tub- 
bataha Reef Marine Park. 

AFP 


Get set to welcome New Year with a toot 


would not be able to enforce an 
outright ban on firecrackers on 
public health considerations 
alone. 

Duque said the government 
also needed to consider the 
livelihood of those depending 
on selling pyrotechnics and the 
Filipino tradition of celebrating 
the New Year with fireworks. 

Thus, the planned phaseout. 


Bloody year 

DOH data show that fire- 
works-related injuries during 
last year’s revelry—from Dec. 
21, 2006 to Jan. 5, 2007—to- 
talled 1,306 cases—a 50 per- 


ing that period. 


Congress to amend Republic 
Act М№о.'7813, which regulates 
2006. 2 "the sale, manufacture, distribu- 
Duque said that а small and’ -tiorrand use of firecrackers, 
seemingly harmless firecracker: "Itís very important that we 
called the piccolo, had ranked ‘update our list regularly be- 
third as cause of injury. The pic: causé there are’ always many 
colo injured 119 children dur- ;new, and therefore, unclassified 
“fireworks that find their way to 
the-market each holiday sea- 
on," said Duque, 


cent increase fróm the com- 
parative period. in 2005- 


frie 
New fireworks 
“We shouid hót také Yor 
granted those fireworks classi- 
fied as legal like kwitis,” 
Duque said. "Even the srhali- 
sized piccolo should not be be» 
littled becausé it has à shortig- 
nition time and causes instant 


"Beware of watusi 

2 Hé said that during the last. 

"holiday season, new -kinds of 

fireworks burst forth, bearing 

“such names as Camara, Chick- 
Боот, Dart Bomb, Tamba Lete, 

injury" gu abc Dios 

The DOH is also ‘ashing alist. 


At present, the law allows the 
use and manufacture of py- 
rotechnics like baby rockets, sil- 
ver fountain, bawang, small tri- 
anggulo and watusi. 

Duque said that fireworks 
that were earlier thought to be 
harmless could also cause in- 
jury, particularly to children. 
The silver fountain, for exam- 
ple, could cause burns, he 
said. 

Even the small watusi, he 
said, could poison small chil- 
dren when ingested. 

There were three reported 
cases of watusi ingestion in the 
Dec. 21, 2006-Jan. 5, 2007 peri- 
od, They involved two children 
and a 55-year-old adult. 


Fight fat and global-warming: Walk 
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walking to school is a climate 
change intervention, an obesity 
intervention, a diabetes inter 
vention, a safety intervention,” 
Frumkin told The Associated 
Press. "That's the sweet spot.” 

Climate change is a deadly 
and worsening public health is- 
sue, according to Frumkin and 
other experts. 

‘The World Health Organiza- 
tion estimated that 160,000 
people died in 2000 from 
malaria, diarrhea, malnutrition 
and drowning from 
floods—problems that public 
health and climate scientists 
contend were worsened by 
global warming. Officials pre- 
dict that in the future those 
numbers will be higher. 

The American Public Health 
Association, which will high- 
light the health problems of 
global warming in April, is seek- 
ing to connect obesity and cli- 
mate change solutions, accord- 
ing to its executive director, Dr. 
Georges Benjamin. 

"This may present the great- 
est public health opportunity 
that we've had in a century" 
said Dr. Jonathan Patz, health 


sciences professor of Ülliversity.". nation, would burn a total of 

of Wisconsin and president о 2-10,5 trillion calories, according 

the International Associatioh {to-the scientist, formerly with 

for Ecology and Health--+~ 57 Бе University of California at 
A Berkeley. 

Reducing car travel’ . iHiggings said it would also 

The key is getting people ош сиг carbon dioxide emissions by 
of the car, Patz and Frumkin about'fhe same amount pro- 
told the American Public Health - duced by the state of New Mexi- 
Association at its annual соп; .со, which has around 2 million 
vention. J people. 

"The two scientists, sald yek. "The real bang for the buck in 
ducing car travel in favor’ of reducing greenhouse gas emis- 
biking or walking would пор. sions’ was from the avoided 
only cut obesity and“green- health expenses of a sedentary 
house gases, it would , also” lifestyle," he said. 
mean less smog, fewer deaths. 
from car crashes, less osreo- Diet shift 
porosis, and even less depres- `* Butit is not just getting out of 
sion since exercise helps beat; žhe car that is needed, accord- 
the blues. Уу то Dr. Robert Lawrence of 

In a little-noticed ‘scientifie?the Johns Hopkins School of 
paper in 2005, Paul Higgins,.a*: Public Health. 
scientist and policy fellow with ;. A diet shift away from heavy 
the American Meteorological. "meat consumption would also 
Society, calculated specific sav- “go far because it takes much 
ings from adopting federal оч: тоге energy and land to pro- 
ernment recommendations fof" duce meat than fruits, vegeta- 
half an hour a day of exercise’ bles and grains, Lawrence 
instead of driving. “said. 

The average person walking~” Recent studies support that 
half an hour a day would lose’ "argument. Last year the Unit- 
about 13 pounds a year. And if -ed Nations Food and Agricul- 
everyone did that instead of ture Organizatioà reported 
driving the same distance, the that the meat sector of the 


global economy was responsi- 
ble for 18 percent of the 
world’s greenhouse gas emi 
sions. Much of that is indirect, 
including the fertilizer needed 
to grow massive amounts of 
feed for livestock, energy use 
in the whole growing process, 
methane released from fertil- 
izer and animal manure, and 
transportation of the cattle 
and meat products. 

Similar calculations were 
made in a study in September in 
the medical journal Lancet. 

The average American man 
eats 1.6 times as much meat as 
the government recommends, 
Lawrence said. Some studies 
have shown eating a lot of red 
meat is linked to a higher risk 
forcolon cancer. 

As for fighting obesity and 
global warming by walking and 
cycling, officials do not expect 
people to do it easily said 
Kristie Ebi. She is a Virginia 
public health consultant and 
опе of the lead authors of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change report. 

Citing the decades-long ef- 
fort to curb smoking, she said: 
“It turns out changing people's 
habits is very hard." AP 


Okinawans show way to long life 
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past 100 years just like the Oki- 
nawans, as the two societies 
have many things in common. 

Itkazu reveals that Oki- 
nawans love to sing, they re- 
spect their elders and treasure 
relationships—just like Fil. 
ipinos. They also practice 
yuimaru, the spirit of helping 
one another, which is similar to 
bayanihan (cooperation). 

“Filipinos have these: quali- 
ties. We can have a long, happy 
life like the Okinawans, he 
said. 

So why do few Filipinos live 
to be a hundred? 

"Because we have forgotten 
some of these values" says 
Ttokazu, whose father is Filipino 
while his mother, Okinawan. In 
the city for instance, few people 
will do things for the sake of 
bayanihan. 


Brotherhood, sympathy 

There is also the Okinawan 
spirit of ichariba choodee, which 
means “whoever you meet by 
chance is your brother or sis- 
ter” 

This is similar to the Filipino 
terms kapatiran (brotherhood) 
and kaputol (a piece of) from 
which the contemporary utol 
(brother or sister) and tol are 
derived, Itokazu says. 

Chimu gurisa, the Oki- 
nawans way of sharing the suf- 
ferings of others, is also credit- 
ed for the elders’ longevity. Fil- 

^ 


ipinos have this sympathetic sity Shillong, India, says: "Di- 
trait, too, and it's called pakiki- . etary restrictions, the way Oki- 
ramay (act of sympathy). “nawans do it, could be enforced 

‘The problem is, Itokazu sajs, ‘even if one lived in the city. A 
Filipinos have started to let go“ person should eat only 80 per- 
ofthis traitas well. cent of what he or she is used to 

Nankuranaisa is also a cóm- ; eating." 
mon recourse in Okinawa. It,” ‘Griffith, a naturopathic doc- 
means "Let's forget about a set-' tor, says urban dwellers should 
back. We did what we cbuld. Irs eat’ healthy to age healthy. 
God's will” Itokazu said, “In Fil- "Genes load the gun and 
ipino, this is bahala па (well lifestyle pulls the trigger.” 
see) from the phrase, ‘Bathala ^ Okinawans have been known 
ma(LetsleaveittoGod)."" зо live оп a plant-and-fruit- 
x "based diet (with the occasional 
Singand dance fish and seafood). 
Okinawans have a sense of 
community. They also love to 
sing and dance. 

Etsuko Higa, a musicologist 
in Okinawa who has directed 27 
theater groups of the elderly, 
says social cohesion combined 
with physical activities like 
singing and dancing have kept 
Okinawas elderly healthy. 

Bert Griffith, naturopathic 
doctor and director of the Oki- 
nawa Wellness Teaching Center 


Create a sanctuary 

Griffith also suggests that 
“you create your own sanctuary. 
Steal away one hour every day 
and develop a meditation or 
stress relief strategy for your- 
self” 

Imagine a serene river undis- 
turbed by outside influences. 
"Every two hours, sit for five 
minutes visualizing yourself in 
a place very quiet and serene,” 
he says. 

Once this "rhythm of life” be- 
| comes a habit, this will create a 

biochemical environment that 

Griffith adds that in Oki- -willhelp rid the blood of toxins. 
nawa, elderly groups perform: "He notes that stress is the most 
plays and dances once a week, " underrated and under-recog- 
practice martial arts, learn'"nized risk factor for a long list of 
flower arrangements and chat. lifestyle diseases. 

Urban dwellers can also live “In life, (what matters] is not 
tobea hundred. "what happens but how you re- 

Ramesh Sharma, professor of? act to events,” Griffith says, 
the Department of Biochem- adding that фе Okinawans at- 
istry, North Eastern Hill Urtiverz - titudeis perfect for a stress-free, 

Ne А 


healthy life." 


nontoxic body. 

"We're starting to look at the 
biochemical makeup of the 
body in the face of stress. And 
stress has a lot to do with how 
you see things," he adds. 


Healthy aging 

Other tips to achieve healthy 
aging: 

‘© Get enough sleep. 

ө Take a stroll in the park. 
Buy a pedometer and walk 
10,000 steps a day. 

*Try going meatless. 
more fruits and vegetables. 

© Avoid foods with trans fats 
found in cookies, crackers, ic- 
ing, potato chips, stick mar- 
garine and microwave popcorn. 
About 80 percent of trans fat in 
‘American diet comes from fac- 
tory-produced, partially hydro- 
genated vegetable oil. 

* Drink eight glasses of wa- 
terat proper intervals. 

Embrace spirituality. 

* Stop smoking. 

(The 3rd Okinawa Internation- 
al Conference on Longevity, Public 
Health and Policy was held Nov. 8- 
10 at the Manila Hotel. A joint ef- 
fort of the Philippine Society of 
Geriatric Medicine and the Oki- 
nawa Gerontology Institute, in co- 
operation with the Asian Institute 
of Management Policy Center; the 
conference was attended by 400 
geriatric and family doctors, nurs- 
es, gerontologists, biochemists, 
musicologists and professors from. 
Okinawa, Philippines, India, 
Hawaii and the United States.) 


Eat 
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COA report: Asean projects irregular 


By Jolene В. Bulambot 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—THE COMMISSION ON AUDIT 
(COA) found several deficiencies in the imple- 
mentation of the projects for the 12th Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) summit. 


The COA report on the De- 
partment of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH) project, 
which included findings on 
Asean-related projects, was 
Posted on the commission's 
Website and did not indicate 
when it made the audit and 
came up with the findings. 


No bidding 

COA, in its audit report, riot- 
ed that 136 projects worth more 
than P1.5 billion, as part of the 
preparation for the 12th Asean 
summit, were implemented 
through alternative methods of 
procurement, instead of 
through a public bidding. 

Under Section 10 of Republic 
Act No. 9184 (Government Pro- 
curement Act), all government 
procurements should be done 
through competitive bidding, 
except those provided for in Ar- 
ticle 16 of the Act where negoti- 
ated procurements are allowed 
under certain conditions. 

Ina memorandum dated June 
23, 2006, Public Works Secre- 
tary Hermogenes E, Ebdane Jr. 
authorized the implerhentation 
of the projects through negotiat- 
ей procurement, stating as a rea- 
son the lack of time to prepare 
for the Asean summit, 


Refund 

СОА noted that the proximity 
of the scheduled activity could 
not be invoked since there was 
то man-made or natural calami- 
ty which occurred to require the 
bending of the rules to prevent 


loss of lives and properties. 

n addition, the schedule and 
venue of the 12th Asean Summit 
were known during the 11th 
Asean Summit since both were 
agreed upon by the member-na- 
tions, the COA report pointed out, 

СОА said 63 projects, worth 
766 million, were implement- 
ей without appropriate funding 
and perfected contracts, a viola- 
tion of the law. 

The agency also confirmed 
that the P54.9 million worth of 
660 sets of street lamps in- 
stalled in the cities of Mandaue 
and Lapu-Lapu were bloated, 
resulting in P35.5 million loss 
forthe government. 

The COA directed the DPWH to 
demand the refund of the P24.9 
million from Gampik Construction. 
and Development Inc., ће compa- 
ny that installed the street lamps. 

ITF DPWH fail to do so, all those 
involved in the procurement pro- 
cess would be held liable for the 


amount involved, COA added. RISK TAKER 


‘An unidentified family insisted on bı 
More scams 

The COA also found that 16 of 
DPWH regular maintenance pro- 
Jects, costing P168.3 million that 
were located outside the venues 
of the summit, were included in 
the list of Asean-related projects 
and implemented through nego- 
tiated procurement, 

Several rehabilitation and re- 
pair works costing P30.3 mil- 
lion were implemented in pri- 
vate lands, resulting in the 
wasteful use of government 
funds, COA added, 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


GUAGUA, PAMPANGA—LIKE THEIR ELA- 
borate woodcarving pieces and grandiose 
church, Catholics in Barangay Betis here re- 
vere their dead to the fullest. 

Only on Saturday did they end their 
nine-day observance of undas (All Souls’ 
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ing a house on the dredged portion of Barangay Padang in Legazpi City that was all but wiped out 
bylahar and volcanic materials from Mayon volcano that heavy rains washed down at the height of Supertyphoon “Reming” last year. 
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Day), a tradition not known practiced else- 
where in the country, says Pampanga Bish- 
op Pablo Virgilio David, a native of Betis. 

The observance began on Nov. 1, an 
aberration that they share with the rest of 
Filipino Catholics who observed All Souls" 
Day on All Saints’ Day that, in the Roman 
Catholic calendar, is reserved every first 
day of November, 


Tradition 

"Akagisnan mi na (We grew up on this 
tradition), says Rosita Sangalang, 73, 
when asked how the ritual came about. 

Every afternoon, from Nov. 1 to 9, San- 
galang had lighted candles, offered flowers 
and recited the Holy Rosary before the 
tombs of her relatives buried at the Betis 
Catholic Cemetery. 

Sangalang had done that without fail 
even if old age and arthritis had made her 
legs wobbly. 

“Aku ngeni, ika bukas (It’s my time to go 
now, it will be your turn tomorrow)" is the 
epigram inscribed on the two gates of this 
cemetery. 

Buried thrice by Mt. Pinatubo's lahar 
since 1991, this cemetery had not ceased 
being in use by the hardy, creative and 
deeply religious people of Betis, one of 
Pampanga's ancient towns until it was an- 
nexed to Guagua їп 1904. 


Happy place 

Most of the 2,000 graves here were not 
forlorn on Friday night. Families gathered, 
saying prayers in unison and tending can- 
dles as the hours went by. A family adorned 
its mausoleum with a Christmas lantern, 

“Pag-siyam (nine-day feast),” is how Rosi- 
ta Gozun, 63, calls this tradition that she 
says she learned from her grandparents. 

Her daughter, Liza, says the tradition is 
"difficult" to observe among residents who 
work daily out of the village. They cope by 
asking relatives to do the ritual on their be- 
half. 

Priests had taken turns celebrating Mass- 
esatthe cemetery every 6 p.m. 

Because that was the practice, the Arch- 
diocese of San Fernando had allowed the 
construction of a chapel in the cemetery 
even as the Santiago de Galicia (St. James) 
Parish is less than 500 meters across it. 

The chapel, built three meters from the. 
ground, juts in the middle of a landscape of 
tombs, some dating as far back as 1868. 

To conclude the feast on Saturday, Fr. 
Emil Dizon celebrated Mass at the church at 
6 a.m. An hour later, he led the procession 
to the cemetery where he blessed the tombs 
with holy water. 


Unique practice 

Even Dizon is amazed at this tradition, 
His Betis assignment came a week ago. 

"(The] Betis tradition is unique. Parishes 
may opt for a novena for the dead but that's 
usually held nine days before All Souls’ Day, 
not after, and done in church,” says David. 

"Only Betis residents go daily to the 
cemetery for nine afternoons with flowers 
and candles. It must be a tradition that goes 
back to Spanish times,” he adds. 

Gov. Eddie Panlilio, a parish priest of 


Pampanga town ends extended ‘undas’ rites 


Betis for seven years until he took leave to 
run for public office in March, says no 
archival documents at the archdiocese's 
museum in the City of San Fernando ex- 
plain the root of the Betis undas, 

“I believe it’s a result of tradition, The 
people are ‘kosyang’ (very religious) and 
they loved their dearly departed so much," 
he says. 

Archival records showed that Augustini- 
an friars began the Catholic mission here їп 
1572 through Fray Fernando Pinto. 

"The libro (book), however, lists Fray Ma- 
teo Peralta at its first parocco (parish priest). 


"Fray Jose de la Cruz built the stone church, 


‘The place is named after the Betis tree, a 
type of hardwood that is rare nowadays. 
"Early friars describe the faithful of Betis 
as the most pious and industrious people in 
the whole province, not to mention that 
Betis is said to have produced the most 
number of priests not only in Pampanga but. 
in the entire country,” according to Augus- 
tinian researcher, Fray Francisco Musni, 
Betis and its neighboring areas of Bacol- 
ог (to the east) and Lubao (to the west) are 
among the ancient towns of Pampanga. 


Evolution 

Betis, originally a fishing and farming vil- 
lage of 700 people, developed into a town 
of artisans that specialized in making im- 
ages of saints and furniture. х 

Tts church has preserved ће paintings of 
Simon Flores as well as ornate retablo (sub- 
altar where icons of saints are displayed), 
chandeliers, windows and doors by un- 
known artisans. In its yard is preserved 
what is said to be the country's first deep 
well 

The National Museum had declared the 
church in Betis as a national cultural trea- 
sure in the early 19805. 


ika bukas (It's my turn to go 
now, it's your turn tomorrow),” says this 
reminder at the gates of the Betis Catholic 
Cemetery in Guagua, Pampanga where the 
feast for the dead is observed for nine day 
TONETTE T ORSASINQURER CENTRAL 
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SIAYAN, ZAMBOANGA DEL 
Norte—Health officials con- 
firmed the capillariasis out- 
break in several villages of this. 
town where more than 70 peo- 
ple, including children, have re- 
portedly died. 

Dr. Raymund Nadela, munici- 
pal health officer, expressed alarm 
over the health situation in some 
villages, saying that the capillaria 
worm (Capillaria philippinensis) 
attack “is now an outbreak.” 

Based on random tests of 
wastes from 326 residents in 
the area, 81 people have been 
found positive for the disease, 
Nadela said. 


Emeliano Villalon, chair of 
Barangay Moyo, said that since 
he was elected late October, a 
total of 31 adults and nine chil- 
dren have died of capillariasi 

Villalon said 38 others died 
from April to August. 

But Nadela said he could not 
“outrjghtly say those who died 
earlier were confirmed to have 


е labeled them as deaths 
with suspected capillariasis," һе 
said. 

Nadela said the victims got 
the disease from eating fresh- 
water fish and shrimps from the 
nearby rivers of Siayan. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Across the NATION 
Worm in seafood kills dozens in Zambo villages 


“These shrimps and fish are 
carrying this type of worm 
known as capillaria, a micro- 
scopic worm that gets into the 
intestine and eats up all the nu- 
trition of the person," he said. 

Maria Teresita dela Cruz, in- 
formation officer of the Depart- 
ment of Health in Western Min- 
danao, said some people in the 
province “love to eat kinilaw 
and there's a particular fish 
from the river which they love 
to eat raw with vinegar.” 

Dela Cruz said other than 
Siayan town, the health depart- 
ment received the same report 
in the village of Femagas in 


Katipunan town. 

“But we don't have clear 
records as of this moment,” she 
said. 

Virgilio Lumawas, 43, а 
farmer of Moyo village, sur- 
vived capillariasis but still com- 
plained of diarrhea. 

Nadela said patients found 
with capillaria worms showed 
symptoms like diarrhea, ex- 
treme abdominal pain that 
leads to anemia, and muscle 
wasting. 

"People think that they had 
gas pains, but the pain becomes 
excruciating coupled with gur- 
gling sound, then the patient 


EXPENSIVE BICYCLE LANE 
Children ride their bicycles on the multimillion-peso Pasig Potrero Bridge, one of the components of the P27-billion Subic-Clark-Tarlac 
Expressway that has not been completed by its Japanese contractors. The SCTEx opening was moved to March 2008. 


JONTTEOREASINQUEER CENTRAL LUZON 


Acacia trees on Agusan road mangled 


Protests swamp DEWO over uncoordinated cutting 


SAN 
Agusan del Sur— 
They cut off the main 
branches of 17-year- 


FRANCISCO, 


old acacia trees 
planted on both sides 
of the national high- 
way near the two 
public schools here. 
Now, the canopy 
shade that brings 
fresh air to school 
children and passers- 
byis gone. 

But what the 
workers of the De- 
partment of Public 
Works and Highways 
did to the kilometer- 
long row of trees 
sparked a public out- 
cry inthis town. 

Residents are ap- 
pealing to local offi- 
cials to act and save 
the remaining trees 
near the road and 


around the poblacion. 9165 trees. 


Despicable 

“This is unacceptable, despicable 
act," said Butch Garcia, owner of Café 
Christina who planted the trees along 
the national highway approaching 
and around the poblacion in 1990. 

Garcia diligently labored for 
months to nurture the trees he 
planted until they were old enough 
to survive. 

Since last week, concerned resi- 
dents started to denounce officials of 
the DPWH for lopping off the branch- 
es of acacia trees near the San Fran- 
cisco Pilot Elementary School and 
the Agusan del Sur National High 
School that formed a canopy across 
the highway. 


More protests 

"While the DENR (Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 
sources) is encouraging people to 
plant more trees along the roads їп 
response to the global concern on 
climate change, here we have DP- 
WH men who cut," said Dr. Lamber- 
to de Leon, a former provincial 
board member. л 


could hardly eat or sleep,” 
Nadela explained. 

Siayan Mayor Wilfredo Sua- 
sico said he became alarmed by 
the deteriorating health situa- 
tion “when I keep on signing for 
approval request letters and so- 
licitations for coffins.” 

Since October, Suasico said, 
he had granted the release of 
funds for the purchase of 32 
coffins intended for the villages 
of Moyo, Dinuyan, Poblacion 
Lopot, Polayo, Balunukan and 
Baloc. 

‘The outbreak and the hardest 
hit, according to Nadela, is 
Moyo village where, Suasico 


said, a total 24 coffins were de- 
livered last month. 

Nadela said that aside from 
capillariasis, the town was not- 
ed for the presence of lymphatic 
filariasis or elephantiasis, an 
abnormal growth of the lym- 
phatic nodes due to a mosquito- 
borne disease that attacks the 
blood, and leprosy. 

Although the cases of filaria- 
sis and leprosy have been taken 
care of since two years ago, 
Nadela still considers the dis- 
eases serious in some villages of 
Siayan. Julie S. Alipala, In- 
quirer Mindanao, with Inquir- 
er Research 


DPWH told to finish P2-B, 
100-km Samar road project 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo has ordered 
the Department of Public Works 
and Highways to finish a P2-bil- 
lion road project in Northern 
Samar by 2010. 

Laureano Suan Jr, DPWH as- 
sistant regional director, said 
the President made the order on 
Friday shortly after she made an 
aerial inspection and attended a 
briefing on the status of some 
road projects in Samar. 

‘Suan said the construction of 
the road from Palapag town in 
Northern Samar to Arteche and 
San Policarpo towns in Eastern 
Samar, with a total length of 
more than 100 km, was sched- 
uled to be completed by 2012 
“as programmed,” but the Presi- 
dent wanted the project to be 
finished when her term ends in 
2010. 


More funds 

He said the President had di- 
rected the DPWH to look into 
the budget of the project and to 
see if it was possible to “squeeze 
їп” more funds in 2008 and 
2009 so the project could be 
completed by 2010. 

He disclosed that the Presi- 
dent, who appeared dissatisfied 


with the accomplishment of the 
53rd Engineer Brigade in the 
implementation of the Lapini 
Jipapad road project, was 
clined to have the DPWH un- 
dertake the project. 

The LapinigJipapad road 
aims to link Northern Samar 
and Eastern Samar. The 5.2-km 
road work, which has a project 
cost of P20 million, is being 
funded out of the President's 
Social Fund. 

The areas where the pro- 
posed road would pass through 
were once rebelinfluenced, 
prompting the government to 
put up a road network as part of 
its peace-building effort in East- 
егп Visayas. 

The completion of the road 
projects is seen as vital for the 
economic development of East- 
егп Samar and Northern Samar. 
It would also make Samar, the 
countrys third largest island, 
accessible by land travel 
through an inter-provincial cir- 
cumferential road that also cov- 
ers Samar in the west. 

In Samar province, the gov- 
ernment implemented starting 
last year two big road rehabili- 
tation projects. 

These include the P1.4-bil- 
lion Calbayog-Gatanguit Road 
and the Р1.5- 

Calbiga Road. 


RECENTLY ISSUED REGULATIONS AMENDING THE 


AFILE photo from Club Agusan showing a beautiful scene of a row of 

trees across the national highway near the public schools in San 

Francisco, Agusan del Sur. This scene is gone after the DPWH cut 
сач PANGANBANINQURER MINDANAO 


‘While the DENR is 
encouraging people 
to plant more 
trees...here we have 
DPWH men who cut 


Other civic groups, like the Ro- 
tary Club of San Francisco, have 
aired their disgust. 

Local reporters joined the grow- 
ing protest as they took turns in 
lambasting DPWH district engineer 
Jaime Bernat and his assistant, 
Rocky Cabanos, on public affairs 
programs, newspaper columns and 
on the simulcast broadcast of “KBP 
Hour" program on Tuesday. 

A video documentary titled "Un- 
say Sala sa Mga Kahoy? (What have. 
the trees done wrong?)" showing 
before and after scenes has been 
posted in the YouTube. 


The public outcry 
has prompted the 
Municipal Environ- 
ment and Natural 
Resources Council 
to discuss the issue 
as its main agenda 
in a meeting on 
Wednesday at the 
Sangguniang Bayan 
session hall. 


No coordination 

Alejandra Buiser, 
community environ- 
ment and natural re- 
sources officer, said 
the DPWH should 
have first coordinat- 
ed with her office be- 
fore cutting off the 
tree branches for 
them to be guided 
Which pam of бе 
branches should be 
trimmed without sac- 
rificing the shade. 

She lamented 
how the branches 
were haphazardly cut. Protruding, 
broken portions of the branches 
could invite parasites and eventual- 
ly kill the trees, she said. 

‘The DPWH engineers admitted 
their mistake and gave assurances 
that they would take corrective 
measures. But they insisted that the 
branches must go to ensure traffic 
safety. 

Bernat said his agency was man- 
dated to clear all traffic hazards, in- 
cluding trees within the road rights 
of way. 

He defended the move to cut the 
tree branches by challenging his de- 
tractors during the meeting to 
choose between beauty and public 
safety. He said in his presentation 
that, for them engineers, they 
would prefer 100-percent public 
safety and 50-percent beauty. 

Buiser claimed 75 percent of those 
planted have survived, but De Leon, 
who was apparently not convinced, 
wanted an inventory of the planted 
trees jointly conducted by the govern- 
ment and private sector. Chris V Pan- 
ganiban, Inquirer Mindanao 


TIME OF PAYMENT OF MCIT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 


Recently, the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) issued Revenue Regulations No. (RR) 
12-2007 which amended Section 2.27(E) of RR 9-98, the regulations relating to the 
imposition of minimum corporate income tax (MCIT) on domestic and resident foreign 
corporations. The amendatory provisions were intended to — align the payment of 
MCIT with the quarterly filing and payment of corporate normal income tax pursuant 
to Sections 75 and 77 of the 1997 Tax Code, as amended, as well as to clarify further 
the definition of gross income for purposes of computing the tax base of the 2% MCIT. 


Thus. in the filing and paymentof the quarterly corporate income tax after the effectivity 
of RR 12-2007, the following shall be observed: 


* тһе computation and the payment of 2% MCIT based on gross income shall 
likewise apply at the time offing of quarterly corporate income tax as prescribed 
under Sections 75 and 77 of the 1997 Tax Code, as amended 
Gross income subject to the 2% MCIT as defined in RR 12-2007, likewise 
includes other items of gross income realized or eamed by the taxpayer apart 
from the income derived from core business activities during the taxable period 
which are subject to the normal corporate income tax. This means that the 
same includes all items of gross income enumerated under Section 32(A) of the 
1997 Tax Code, as amended, except income exempt from income tax and 
income subject to final tax 
If їп the computation of the tax due for the taxable quarter, the computed 
quarterly MCIT due appears to be higher than the computed quarterly corporate 
normal income tax, the quarterly corporate income tax to be paid shall be the 
MCIT. Excess MCIT from prior taxable yearís shall not be allowed to be 
credited, while the folowing may be applied against the quarterly MCIT due: 

Expanded withholding tax in the current and prior years 
* Quarterly corporate income tax payments under normal income 
tax paid in the previous taxable quarter/s of the current taxable 
year 
* — Quarterly MCIT paid in the previous taxable quarter/s of the current 
taxable year 
If in the computation of the tax due for the taxable quarter, the computed quarterly 
normal income tax due appears to be higher than the computed quarter MCIT 
due, then quarterly corporate income tax to be paid shall be the corporate 
normal income tax. In the payment thereof, the following may be applied in 
‘order to get the net corporate normal income tax payable for the quarter: 
‘+ Excess MCIT from prior taxable yearís 
* Expanded withholding tax in the current and prior years 
* Quarterly corporate income tax payments under normal income 
tax paid in the previous taxable quarte/s of current taxable 
year 

Quarterly MCIT paid in the previous taxable quarterls of the 

current taxable year 

‘The above same rules shall apply in the annualized computation of corporate 

income tax at the end of the taxable year. 


Nonetheless, as provided by Sec. 3 of the transitory provisions of RR 12-2007, in the 
filing of the quarterly income tax for the taxable quarter which is due for filing after the 
effectivity of said Regulations, the computation of the MCIT for the transitory quarter 
following the effectivity of the Regulations, shall be done on a cumulative basis covering 
not only the current taxable quarter but also the previous taxable quarters of the same 
taxable year. Thus, for З" quarter ending September 2007 which is due for filing on 
ог before November 30, 2007, the 1* and 2° quarters’ gross income shall be added to 
the gross income for the 3* quarter ending September 2007, in order to get the 
cumulative gross income subject to the 2% MCIT which shall then be compared with the 
cumulative corporate income tax computed under the normal income tax. Whichever is 
the higher between the two shall be the basis of the tax due for said transitory quarter. 


Dear Colleagues, 


It Is my pleasure to Invite уой to attend the 2007 National 
Assembly for Diabetes Educators on November 19, 2007 at the 
| Century Park Hotel. Our theme for thls year is: New Therapies: 
| Redesigning Diabetes Treatment, 


Years ago, when a person was diagnosed with diabetes, It meant 
Ё carly death from cardiovascular disease often preceded by loss of 
[| imb, blindness or kidney failure, But thankfully, those days are over. 
‘There have been many new advances in treatment and technology 
that have made it possible for people with diabetes to lve long, 
productive lives, 


Our vision for this year's national assembly is to update our diabetes educators with the 
latest In these medical advances, while bringing them together for better networking and 
Interaction 


‘Anumber of new theraples based on the biological actions of the Incretin hormones (GLP-1 
and GIP) have been developed, Many of these compounds improve glucose tolerance, lower 
‘AC levels, prevent weight gain and increase beta-cell mass in preclinical experiments. There 
are two types of incretin based drugs available = Incretin mimetics and Incretin enhancers 
(DPP-IV inhibitors). 


New formulations of insulin have likewise become available. They have been designed 
to offer the advantages of simpler regimens and better glucose control with less risk of 
hypoglycemia and weight geln. А! аге human insulin analogs derived from recombinant DNA 
technology. 


Philippine College of Diabetes Educators as well as our new Associate Diabetes Educators. 
‘We will also be launching our Diabetes Center Teaching Aids, which will hereafter be distributed 
į to our satellite clinics all over the country for use in diabetes education, 


\ During this year's National Assembly, we shall also be Inducting our new fellows to the 


4 
4 Please join us at the 2007 National Assembly of Diabetes Educators so that together we can 
work towards Improved diabetes care for the Filipino patient. 


Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua 
President 
The Diabetes Center Philippines 
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7:30-8:45 


8:45 


9:00-10:00 


“Understanding the Glucoregulatory Roles of Incretin Hormones” 


10:00-10:30 


10:30-11:00. 


41:00-12:20 


11:00-11:30 


11:30-12:00 


12:00-12:20 
12:20-2:00 


2:00-2:30 
2:30-4:00 


2:30-3:10 


3:10-3:50 


3:50-4:00 


“STRETTON SPTE AARE SANE E SERAS 


REGISTRATION 

Opening Emcee : Dr. Carol N, Montano 
National Anthem Dr. Carol N. Montano 
Invocation 

Welcome Remarks Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua 
Plenary Session Chair : Dr. Yvette Amante 


Speaker: Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua 


Message from Philippine College of Diabetes От, Tommy Ty Willing 
Educators. 


Induction of new Associate Diabetes Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua 
Educators Dr. Joy C. Fontanilla 


Induction of new Fellows, Philippine College Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua. 


of Diabetes Educators Or. Tommy Ty Willing 

Opening of ExtibitsICoffee Break Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua 
Dr. Cynthia Н. Manabat 

‘Symposium I Incretin-based Therapies Chair: Dr. Susan Yu-Gan 


"Enhancing the Incretin Effect with DPP-4 Inhibitors" 
‘Speaker: Dr. Marla Honolina S. Gomez 


"Mimicking the Increin Effect: Exenalide and Other Incretin Analogs" 
Speaker Dr. Joy С. Fontanllla 


Open Forum 
LUNCH SYMPOSIUM 


“ADVANCE in Diabetes and Vascular Disease Management” 
Speaker: Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua 


VISIT EXHIBITS 
Novel insulins Chair: Dr. Guia Wassmer 


"Insulin Analogues: Transforming Traditional Care" 
Speaker. Dr. Cynthia Н. Manabat 


"Inhaled Insulin: A Practical Perspective" 
Speaker: Dr. Rima Tan. 


Open Forum 
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THE 185,000-sq m Glorietta тай in Makati City is one of sevetal Ayala malls 
in Metro Manila. The others are Greenbelt in Makati, Alabang Town Center in 
Muntinlupa, Market! Market! in Taguig and TriNoma in Quezon City. 
Glorietta, which offers shopping and dining options plus an indoor playground 
and activity center, was declared Shopping Center of the Year in 2002 and 2004 
by the Philippine Retailers Association and the Department of Trade and Industry. 
On Oct. 19, the mall was rocked by an explosion which Killed 11 persons. The in- 


cident is stil under investigation. 


Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


CA confirms double murder conviction 


But downgrades sentence of 2 men found guilty of trader, driver's slay 


A BREATH OF FRESH AIR 
University of the Phil 


The tree-lined Sunken Garden provides a pleasant place where joggers on the 
pines Diliman campus can catch their breath after a few laps. 


Driver who rammed vehicle 
into funeral march faces raps 


By Kristine L. Alave 


THE MARIKINA CITY POLICE YESTERDAY 
filed criminal charges in the prosecutors 
office against the driver of a vehicle which 
plowed into a funeral procession on Sun- 
day, killing three people and injuring 11 
more. 

Supt. Sotero Ramos, chief of the city po- 
lice, said they charged Gerardo Fernando, 
41, and a messenger residing in Antipolo 

j, with reckless imprudence resulting in 
multiple homicide, multiple physical in- 
juries and damage to property. 

Fernando could also be charged with 
drunk driving afterhe tested positive for al- 
cohol. 

Ramos added that he would ask the Land 
Transportation Office to revoke Fernando's 
license, saying it was one of the most un- 


usual and gruesome road mishaps he has 
seen. 

According to the police official, Fernando 
admitted that he drank alcohol before leav- 
ing his house in Antipolo City on board a 
Suzuki Wagon. 

On his way to Manila, Fernando fell 
asleep behind the wheel and drove into а 
group of mourners on Marcos Highway. 

Ramos said the suspect only woke up 
when he heard people banging on the side 
ofhis vehicle. 

Three people who were part of the pro- 
cession were killed in the incident. 

Jay Carmelo, 34, was killed on the spot, 
while two women identified as Mary Joy 
Quilar, 38, and Susana Rodriguez, 40, died 
while undergoing treatment. Police said 11 
more were being treated in different hospi- 
tal for injuries. 


Robbers strike in Las Piñas, 
snatch P8M from armored van 


By) 


SEVEN ARMED MEN ТООК P800,000 IN 
cash from a Banco de Oro armored van 
parked near the convenience store of a gas 
station on J. Aguilar Avenue, Barangay 
CAA, Las Piñas City yesterday morning. 

‘Two men were injured as the suspects 
traded gunshots with security guards of a 
Shell gasoline station, 

‘They were identified as Roel Mato, the 
van's security escort, and Joseph Nietos, a 
Banco de Oro teller. Both were rushed to 
the Las Pihas Doctors Hospital for treat- 
ment and remain under observation at 
press time. 

‘An initial investigation showed that the 
incident happened at 11:45 a.m. as the vic- 
tims were collecting money from the Select 
convenience store. 

Store personnel were loading two green 
bags containing P800,000 in cash into the 


M. Aurelio 


van when two of the suspects, who pre- 
tended to be store customers, announced 
the holdup, according to РОЗ Ernesto 
Bautista 

The suspects ordered everyone to lie face 
down on the ground, then shot Mato and 
Nietos twice before fleeing with the money 
on board a white Toyota Corolla with plate 
number TAJ 277 and two motorcycles. 

The car was later recovered on Liwanag 
St., San Antonio Village in Barangay САА. 

Another vehicle, a black Starex van with 
plate number XCR 619, and three other mo- 
torcycles served as backup vehicles of the 
Corolla, police said. 

The vehicles headed toward Sucat, 
Parafiaque City. 

Senior Insp Jandale Sulit, head of the 
criminal investigation section of the Las 
Pifias City police, said they were still con- 
ducting a follow-up investigation to deter- 
mine which group was behind the robbery. 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS AF- 
firmed the double murder conviction 
of two alleged members of the Alex 
Boncayao Brigade for the killing of a 
Chinese-Filipino businessman and 
hisdriver 12 years ago. 

The appellate court, however, in 
its Oct. 30 decision, downgraded the 
death sentence handed down by the 
Quezon City Regional Trial Court on 
the two convicted men to reclusion 
perpetua without the possibility of 
parole. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
last year abolished the death penalty. 

The suspects—Ruperto Lopez Л. 
and Orlando Bondalian Jr—were al- 
so ordered to pay the heirs of Leonar- 
do Ту, 81, a businessman and his 
driver, Nestor Епсатасіоп, more 
than P2.7 million in damages. 

Ty and Encamacion were am- 
bushed by six armed men on Dec. 11, 
1995, at the corner of Tandang Sora 
and General Avenue in Quezon City. 

Lopez and Bondalian had contest- 
ей their conviction, saying the testi- 
mony given by a witness was false 
and untrustworthy because of con- 
tradictions, and that their guilt had 
not been proven beyond reasonable 
doubt. 

‘They also claimed that they were 


With fixed payments that you can а 


not properly identified as the as- 
sailants, adding that the witness, De- 
lea Villanueva, had said in her affi- 
davit that she could not remember 
the faces of the men who attacked 
the victims. They said that she point- 
ed to them only upon the prodding of 
the police. 

According to Bondalian, he was 
arrested because he was a member of 
the cause-oriented group, Kongreso 
ng Pagkakaisa ng Maralitang Lung- 
sod. 

But in upholding the two men’s 
conviction for murder, the appellate 
court said Villanueva had explained 
the apparent inconsistency in her tes- 
timony by saying that she did not 
have an opportunity to read her affi- 
davit because of many people were 
asking her questions at that time. 

It added that Villanueva's identifi- 
cation of the suspects outside the 
courtroom was valid, saying the wit- 
ness was shown the pictures of eight 
persons, including those of the two 
suspects. 

“Nothing in the record would 
show that the police merely suggest- 
ed the accused-appellants’ identities 
to Delea,” the court said. 

‘The appellate court noted that the 
witness’ identification of the suspects 
through pictures and videotapes took 
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place a day after the ambush and that 
Villanueva was only five meters away 
from the suspects when they shot Ty 
and Encarnacion in broad daylight. 
She also had no ill motive for making 
false statements against Lopez and 
Bondalian, it added. 

"Even assuming arguendo that 
the accused-appellants’ out-of- 
court identifications were tainted 
with irregularities, Delea’s subse- 
quent identifications of them in 
court cured any flaw that may 
have attended it,” the court said. 

Villanueva had testified that she 
was in a jeepney when three men 
boarded the vehicle and told the 
driver to follow a blue Mercedes 
Benz. She also saw three men in front 
of a nearby small store while the ve- 
hicles were stalled in traffic. 

The witness said Lopez was stand- 
ing near the store while Bondalian 
was seated nearby. She then saw the 
two, plus a third man, walk toward 
the car carrying Encarnacion and Ty 
and fire at it several times. The three 
men in the jeepney then alighted and 
also shot at the car, When the six men 
saw that the cars passengers were 
dead, they shouted “Mabuhay ang 
АВВ (Long live the ABB)." The men 
then escaped on board another jeep- 
ney, 
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fford right now, 


there's no reason to wait for your dream home. 


Introducing 


BPI Family Savings Bank's Step UP Housing Loan 


We offer you affordable amortization plans with fixed loan payments for 15 and 20-year terms. 


F Loan Term: 
Amount 
P 8,000 
Р 11,800 
P 13,600 


15 Years d 
Payment Schedule 
first 2 years 
next 2 years 
Remaining 11 years 


Amount 
P 8,000 
P 9,800 
P 12,500 


Computation based on a P1,000,000 loan amount or 
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first 2 years 
next 2 years 

Remaining 16 years 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING <space>name<space>message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressonline.com or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank 
or Express Banking Center near you. 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 
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Death threats on Makati mayor’s breakfast menu 


By DJ Yap. al menacing messages early Sun- 
day morning from an unidentified 
person who was using the cell 
phone number 0920-4129555. 
Some of the messages, in Fil- 
ipino, read: “Irs your end. You 
will be judged for your shame- 
lessness. Don't try Ka Gloria. I 
love her very much, Ka Bobot.” 


ON HIS 65TH BIRTHDAY LAST 
Sunday, Makati Mayor Jejomar 
Binay woke up to death threats, 
instead of birthday greetings. 
He received the threats which 
were sent through text messages 
by a man who identified himself 
as "Ka Bobot,” the mayor's securi- 
ty officer told the police yesterday. 
‘Vincent Inonog reported to the 
police that his boss received sever- 


it was already unreachable. 

Manera said that with this de- 
velopment, the mayor's security 
would be beefed up. "We are in 
close coordination with the 
mayor's security people,” the 

police official said. 

PO asked if they believe that the 
text messages came from mem- 
bers of the communist New Peo- 
ples Army, based on the "Ka" 
tag, Manera said they were not 
ruling out any possibilities. 


section. The messages 
were sent from 1:02 a.m. to 10:37 
am. based on the phone log book. 
Manera said the mayor had 
actually received several other 
messages in the past few days, 
but decided to report it only 
yesterday as the messages 
came one after the other. 
Makati police chief, Supt. 
Gilbert Cruz, said they had de- 
termined that the number was a. 
prepaid line, but as of yesterday, 


Pasay City barangay polls winners sworn in 


“I will meet with the contest- 
ing candidates of Barangay 76 
to resolve the issue," Trinidad 
said in a phone interview. 

Based on reports, supporters of 
a candidate allegedly tried to 
seize ballot boxes and parapher- 
nalia from several polling 
precincts in the barangay, 
prompting election officer An- 
thonette Soriano to declare a fail- 
ure of elections. 

After the oath-taking, 
Trinidad asked the new baran- 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


AFTER WINNING IN THE OCT. 
29 barangay elections, 198 
newly elected barangay chairs 
were sworn in by Pasay City 
Mayor Wenceslao Trinidad yes- 
terday morning. 

However, the city government 
and the local Commission on 
Elections have yet to resolve issue 
оп the declaration of a failure of 
elections їп Barangay 76 follow- 
ing reports of ballot snatching. 


gay leaders to work hard in 
eradicating illegal drugs and in- 
creasing educational opportu- 
nities for their residents. 

“Let us work together to 
stamp out poverty and hunger, 
push for more educational op: 
portunities and weed out illegal 
drugs,” the mayor said. 

Pasay City has 201 barangays 
but only 198 chairmen took their 
oath before Trinidad after the 
flag-raising ceremony yesterday. 

“We also ask our leaders to 


strictly enforce the curfew for 
minors and be friendly to their. 
constituents. And also, proper 
garbage management and dis- 
posal,” Trinidad said. 

The mayor recently ordered а 
renewed cleanup drive in the 
city after a three-month-old ba- 
by was bitten by rats in a house 
in the city. 

The oath-taking was also at- 
tended by Pasay City Rep. Lito 
Roxas, Vice Mayor Antonino 
Calixto and city hall employees. 


Businessman in Pasig road rage incident nabbed 


Husband dies in fight 
with wife over gun 


By Jeannette I. Andrade the couple had been arguing 
over financial and personal 
matters. 

“The victim had no job. His 
wife told me that she and her 
husband constantly fought 
over money marters,” Mortel 
said in Filipino. 

As they were arguing, Dar- 
win grabbed his wife's bag, 
where she kept her 9mm 
Beretta service firearm, and 
took out the gun. 

Mortel said Almonte tried 
to wrest the firearm away 
from her husband but it went 
off in the process. 

PO2 Roque Palma and PO2 
Reginald Madija, who were 
called in by the couples 
neighbors after the incident, 
brought the Darwin to the 
FEU Hospital, but he died on 
arrival. 

‘Almonte later went to the 
Novaliches police station to 
give herself up and to surren- 
derher service firearm. 

She was subsequently 
turned over to the custody of 
the QCPD-CIDU pending the 
filing of a parricide charge 
against her. 


A POLICEWOMAN ACCIDEN- 
tally shot and killed her hus- 
band as they were grappling 
for possession of her service 
firearm inside their house їп 
Novaliches, Quezon City last 
‘Sunday. 

РО2 Ederlinda Bacuitis Al- 
monte, 28, assigned at the 
National Capital Regional Po- 
lice Office, voluntarily placed 
herself in the custody of the 
Quezon City Police District 
Novaliches Station 4 after the 
incident. 

Her husband, Darwin, 29, 
was declared dead on arrival at 
the Far Eastern University Hos- 
pital. He had been shot once in 
the jaw, with the bullet exiting 
through the top of his head. 

‘According to reports from 
the QCPD Criminal Investiga- 
tion and Detection Unit, the 
incident happened at 10:45 
a.m. Sunday inside the cou- 
ple's home in Miranda Village 
1, Tawid Sapa П, Barangay 
Kaligayahan. 

SPO2 Jojo Mortel of the 
CIDU told the Inquirer that 


By Kristine L. Alave 


POLICE ARRESTED A BUSI- 
nessman after he allegedly.shot 
a tow truck driver following a 
traffic altercation in Pasig City 
yesterday morning. 

Pasig City police chief, Senior 
Supt. Frank Uyami, said the sus- 
pect was identified as Aaron 
Lizano, 55, and a businessman 
residing in Barangay Krus na 
Ligas, Quezon City. 

Lizano was accused of firing 
at Agosto Gonzales, 27, a driver 
of JMF Towing Co., Uyami sai 
adding that the incident was а 
case of road rage. 


The report said Lizano, who 
was driving an Isuzu Crosswind 
(ZBS 387) was irked at Gonza- 
les, who was on board a tow 
truck (TWN 748), after they al- 
most collided on C-5 Avenue in 
Barangay Bagong Ugong, Pasig 
City at 9:25 a.m. 

According to Gonzales’ state- 
ment, Lizano got out of his vehi- 
cle and aimed at him once with 
a cal. 25 firearm, hitting his 
side mirror. 

The driver was unharmed 
and immediately reported the 
incident to the police who 
chased Lizano after he report- 
edly tried to leave the scene. 


‘SENATORS AT WORK’ 

Senate President Manny Villar cuts the ribbon during the opening of 
the Senate Press Photographers Association's photo exhibit titled 
“Senators at Work for the People.” Flanking him are (from left) Luis 
Garcia of Manila Bulletin; Andy Valle, Malaya; Rudy Rabulan, Saksi; 
Junny Roy, The Daily Tribune; Roger Margallo, Inquirer and Joseph 
Muego, Panay News. The exhibit will run until Nov. 17 at the Senate 
building in Pasay City. CELA TOME CONTREUTOR 


Baby boy with ССА needs financial belp 


ONE-YEAR-OLD ZANE ADRIAN 
Panergo was born with menin- 
gitis, an inflammation of the 
brain membrane. 

Panergo's condition, character- 
ized by the presence of water in 
his head, led to hydrocephallus 
when he underwent an operation, 
according to Lawrence Gonzaga, 
the baby's 22-year-old father. 

Gonzaga, a resident of Ka- 
palaran Street in Barangay Holy 


PNP intel officer, 24 others 
relieved for ‘irregularities’ 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


Spirit, Quezon City, said the con- 
tinuous medication and therapy 
which his son has gone through 


“Why would they operate 
against a small-time illegal 
gambling den and arrest aliens 
for playing card games? I 
couldn't explain why they have 
such an interest in that,” he 
said. 

Barias ordered the unit's new 
officer to concentrate on 
counter-intelligence and big- 
time robbery holdup groups 
and drug syndicates. 

“They will not be concerned 
with low-level crimes like video 
karera and anti-illegal gam- 
bling,” he told reporters. 

The relief of Villegas and his 
men came after the RPIOU ar- 
rested a Chinese couple who 
tried to bribe them in exchange 
for the release of the foreigners 
arrested in the gambling den. 

Asked if this had anything to 
do with Villegas’ relief, Barias 
replied, "I do not know the ex- 
act details. They are still under 
investigation for alleged irregu- 
larities." 


NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION- 
Police Office chief, Director 
Geary Barias, yesterday ordered 
the relief of his intelligence offi- 
cer and 24 other policemen for 
“alleged irregularities in the 
performance of their duties.” 

Supt. Napoleon Villegas, 
head of the Regional Police In- 
telligence Operations Unit, and 
24 of his men were relieved af- 
ter Barias said he received sev- 
eral complaints against the 
unit. 

Villegas was replaced by 
Supt. Ferdinand Ampil, former 
deputy police chief of 
Parañaque City. 

Barias cited, in particular, the 
unit’s involvement in the arrest 
of three foreigners for illegal 
gambling in Binondo last 
month. 

According to him, the RPIOU 
should be going after big-time 
holdup and drug syndicates. 


could have affected his growth tinues to inspire us to look for 
and development. The boy is people who could help him sur- 
confined at the Philippine Chil- vive," Gonzaga said. 
dren's Medical Center on Que- Those who want to help Zane 
zon Avenue, Quezon City. can contact the Gonzagas at 
Panergo, who takes the sur- 9323461. They can also deposit 
name of his mother, Lalaine, Gon- their donations in his aunt's 
тараз common-law wife, is un- bank account in any Metrobank 
able to see clearly Hecannotwalk branch (account name Glenie 
andhisteethhaveyettogrow Gonzaga, account number 
“The smile on Zane's face ev- 0443044714176). Santiago R. 
ery time we touch hislips con- Alcantara 
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A fast food outlet along Maginahawa Street in UP Village, 
Quezon City offers an eye-catching menu, томмвокоос 
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4SWAT members injured while chasing robbers 
FOUR members of an elite police team were hurt when the police саг 
they were riding in slammed into a truck and a bridge railing in Navotas 
City last Sunday. Based on a police report, members of a Special 
Weapons and Tactics team were running after motorcycle-riding rob- 
‘bers when the tire of their patrol car exploded on the Marala Bridge in 
North Bay Boulevard South. The vehicle subsequently hit a bridge rail- 
ing and a parked truck as the robbers escaped. PO2 Marco Santos, who 
was driving the police car, sustained spinal injuries and is now confined 
at the National Orthopedic Hospital. Also hurt were PO2 Roberto Bala, 
РО2 Mariano Buntan and PO1 Carlos Yap. They suffered minor injuries. 
and were released after treatment. 


Nancy C. Carvajal 
Manila City Hall opens third satellite office 


THE ELDERLY in the Tayuman area in Sta. Cruz, Manila no longer have 
to go to the Manila City Hall to get a senior citizen's card with the opari- 
ing of a satellite office in the area today. Mayor Alfredo Lim will lead city 
officials in opening the third “mini city hall" as part of the city govern? 
ment's efforts to speed up the delivery of services. Aside from senior 
Citizen ID cards, residence, health and birth certificates, police clear- 
ances, business permits, marriage license fees, death certificates and 
tax payments can also be processed at the satellite office. Residents can 
also have their documents delivered to their doorstep free of charge. 
Other services offered are burial assistance, access to livelihood pro- 
grams and referrals to the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office and 
the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. "The objective is to expe- 
dite the delivery of services to the residents of Manila and make it less. 
expensive and more convenient," said City Administrator Jesus Mari 
Marzan, overall supervisor of the satellite offices. The city's other satel- 
lite offices are located at the Dapitan Sports Complex in Sampaloc and 
atthe Tondo Sports Complex. 

Allison W. Lopez. 


Micro-finance seminar set on Nov. 14 

JOIN the "Setting up and managing effectively a micro-finance and mi- 
cro-lending organization" on Nov. 14 at the Banahaw Room, Legend 
Hote at 60 Pioneer St. in Mandaluyong City. Resource experts from 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, CARD Inc., New Rural Bank of San Leonar- 
do Inc., Philippine Federation of Credit Cooperatives and the Develop- 
ment Bank of the Philippines will share their expertise and experiences 
in establishing a micro-finance organization and how to manage it ef- 
fectively and succesfully. For registration, please call TKCP at 3812664, 
5310084 or 0919-2299777, 0919-2299780 or e-mail tritiumGpldtd- 
sl.net or tkep_ph@yahoo.com. 


Car accessories exhibit starts today 

MANILA Auto Salon, an exhibit of car accessories, will be held at SMX 
Convention Center beside the Mall of Asia from Nov. 13 to 18. Repesa 
Corp., the exclusive distributor in Asia Pacific of anticar theft devices, 
will be one of the show's exhibitors. Three anticar theft units will be raf- 
fled off to lucky patrons during the event. For information, please call 
4567898 or 9848918. 


SOME COMMISSION ON ELEC- 
tion officials are asking for police ОМ 
bodyguards after 
death threats. 
If these Comelec officials were 
fair in counting the votes, why Ramon 
would losing candidates wantto Tulfo 
have them killed? "Gu PO 
e * blaming its favorite whipping 
Comelec legal chief Alioden boy, the licensed gun holder. 
Dalaig was shot dead by ап They forget that most mur- 
unknown assassin in front of ders were committed by persons 
the Hyatt casino. who used unlicensed guns. 
He was carrying P300,000 А licensed gun owner will 
when he was killed. think twice before committing a 
‘Add a few thousands of pe- crime. 
sos more to that amount and 
the sum would be his annual Several days after the acci- 
salary. dent at the intersection of Ar- 
There were insinuations naiz Avenue and Osmeña 
that Dalaig was a frequent vis- Highway in Makati City that 
itor at the casino. Killed Dulce Saguisag, wife of 
airs former Sen. Rene Saguisag, 
The assassination of Dalaig and injured the senator, an- 
focuses once again on the prolif- other road mishap killed three 
eration of firearms among civil- people in Marikina. 
ians. The first and second acci- 
The public, especially the dents were related in that they 
anügun advocates, is again were caused by blatant viola- 


No. 1 violators of human rights 


tion of traffic rules. The first 
was caused by the driver ofthe 
dump truck who allegedly 
tried to beat the red light; the 
second, was reportedly a re- 
sult of drunk driving. 

When traffic enforcers look 
the other way, reckless drivers 
have a heyday. 

Haven't you noticed that big 
mishaps come in pairs or threes? 

If there's a plane crash, it's fol- 
lowed by another plane mishap. 

Remember when a helicopter 
bearing senatorial candidate 
Luis “Chavit” Singson crashed? 

That was followed by another 
helicopter crash. 

And then a third опе. 

Tve noticed the striking coin- 
cidences since I covered the po- 
lice beat in the 1970s and 1980s 
when I was also assigned to cov- 
er disasters. 

Why is that so? I have no an- 
swer.Do you? 


Some people accuse the 


military as the No. 1 human 
rights violator because of the 
disappearances and killings of 
leftists. 

Are they kidding? Police- 
men are still the No. 1 viola- 
tors of the human and consti- 
‘tutional rights of citizens. 

Most of the complaints my 
staff at "Isumbong mo kay Tul- 
fo” receive concern abuses 
committed by policemen. 

Seldom do we receive com- 
plaints about soldiers abusing 
civilians. 

That's probably because sol- 
diers are aware the country is 
no longer under martial law. 

By the way, “Isumbong” still 
receives complaints from the 
public even if we still don't 
have radio and TV programs 
atthe moment. 

Our phone numbers are 
929-57-88; 0921-238-6423; 
0917-838-2166. 

‘Complainants can also visit 
our office 85 Timog Ave., Que- 
zon City. 


к 
TUESDAY, xe 13,2007 


[ж 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


The\WORLD 


Russian tanker sinks, spills 1,300 tons of oil 


NOVOROSSIISK, RUSSIA, 
—Russian authorities launched 
a major rescue operation at the 
northern mouth of the Black 
Sea on Monday to save missing 
seamen and contain environ- 
mental damage after a storm 
sank at least four ships and split 
open a small oil tanker. 

Three bodies were found 
ashore near the Tuzla Spit, a 
piece of land jutting out from 
the Russian coast toward the 
Ukrainian Crimea, Interfax 
news agency reported. Russia's 
Emergencies Ministry said at 


Rice: Senate did not 
sanction war on Iran 


‘WASHINGTON—SECRETARY 

of State Condoleezza Rice de- 
nied Sunday that the United 
States was bent on war with 
Iran and renewed an offer of 
reconciliation talks if the Islam- 
ic republic renounces its nucle- 


least eight other sailors were 
missing. 

“A border patrol discovered 
three persons in Ше vests 
grounded on the coastline near 
Tuzla Spit. They may have been 
crew members of the dry cargo 
ship Nakhichevan that sank in 
the port of Kavkaz,” Interfax 
quoted a spokesperson as say- 
ing. 

Sunday's storm broke in two 
а small Russian oil tanker, the 
Volgoneft-139, off the Ukraini- 
an port of Kerch, spilling at least 
1,300 tons of fuel oil in what a 


diplomatic efforts have run 
their course. 

Democratic critics such as 
presidential contender Barack 
Obama have said the Senate 
resolution is a "blank check" for 
Bush to wage war on Iran, 


ar drive. which has refused to bow to in- 
Interviewed on ABC televi- ternational demands to halt its 
sion,RicewaspressedonaSen- uranium enrichment. 


ate resolution passed іп 
September that labeled Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards a terror- 
ist operation—a step that critics 
said had brought war nearer. 

She said that President 
George W. Bush was clear “that 
he's on a diplomatic path where 
Iran comes into focus." 

"Obviously, it can be the case 
that he will never take his options 
off the table, but this particular 
resolution has nothing to do with 
that from our point of view,” Rice 
said referring to the prospect of 
military force on Iran. 

"This resolution is saying that 
there need to be strong measures 
taken against Iran, which we 
have definitely done,” she said 
after the Bush administration an- 
nounced new sanctions on Irani- 
an groups, including the Guards. 

„spoke a day after US 
President George W. Bush and 


Bush and Vice President Dick 
Cheney have been using belli- 
cose rhetoric against the Islamic 
republic, with the president 
warning of the threat of “World 
War III" if Iran gains the know- 
how to make nuclear weapons. 

Obama reaffirmed Sunday 
that he would “not hesitate" to 
open talks with US foes, argu- 
ing that the Bush administra- 
tion was instead “itching to es- 
calate the tensions between 
Iran and the United States.” 

“Strong countries and strong 
presidents speak with their ad- 
versaries," he said on NBC televi- 
sion, insisting that Washington 
should offer not just sticks to iran 
“but also the carrots” of enhanced 
trade and normalized relations. 

Democratic White House 
frontrunner Hillary Clinton has 
accused Obama of naivete for 
his willingness to open high- 


German Chancellor Angela level talks with US enemies. 
Merkel discussed diplomatic But Clinton’s chief foreign- 
strategy towards Iran. policy advisor, former UN am- 


The two leaders appear to 
still differ over when additional 
sanctions should be imposed on 
Tehran, with Merkel preferring 
to wait until European and UN 


bassador Richard Holbrooke, 
said it was one of Bush's “great 
failures" to have ignored an Ira- 
nian offer of dialogue after the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. AFP 


Foreign students added 


WHILE FOREIGN STUDENTS AT 
American colleges and universi- 
ties are most often singled out for 
their scientific and cultural con- 
tributions, their growing num- 
bers help make them an increas- 
ingly important economic force 
as well, according to a new re- 
port from the Institute of Interna- 
tional Education. 

In the 2006-07 school year, 
the report found, international 
students’ net contribution to the 
US economy was nearly $14.5 
billion—up a billion dollars 
from the previous year, the 
largest annual increase to date. 

“These are foreign people 
buying an American product, 
and the Department of Com- 


merce says international educa- 
tion is our fifth-largest service 
export, bigger than medical ser- 
vices,” said Allan E. Goodman, 
president of the institute, a non- 
profit organization that pro- 
motes international study. "It's 
a huge factor in a lot of cities, 
including New York, where i 
ternational students contribute 
about $1.5 billion, more than 
the Yankees, the Mets, the 
Rangers, the Knicks, and the Gi- 
ants combined.” 

‘The number of foreign students 
in American institutions of higher 
education, from community col- 
lege to graduate school, increased 
three percent over the previous 
school year, to 582,984, the report 


Russian official described as an 
“environmental disaster.” 

The same storm in narrow 
straits between the Black Sea 
and Azov Sea, also sank at least 
four freighters, three carrying 
sulfur and one with a cargo of 
scrap metal. The heavy seas also 
cracked the hull of another oil 
tanker, but the ship was afloat. 

Russian officials said ship- 
ping in the area had been 
warned well in advance of 
heavy storms but it appeared 
some captains had chosen to ig- 
nore the advice and put to sea. 


Viktor Beltsov, а spokesper- 
son for the Russian Emergen- 
cies Ministry, said that six other 
ships had run aground, though 
they were not carrying oil. 

He said 165 rescuers had al- 
ready saved 35 crew members 
and were hunting for the other 
missing seamen. 

Officials said that in the cold 
winter temperatures the fuel oil 
may sink to the bottom of the 
sea rather than float on the sur- 
face, making it harder to find 
and disperse. 

The ^ Georgian-registered 


UNDATED photo of Ceferino Namuncura 


$14B to US economy 


found. This followed three years 
of declines, and brought the total 
back to almost exactly the number 
of students that came to the Unit- 
ей States for the 2001-02 year, 
Just before the Sept. 11 attacks. 
Those enrolling in the United 
States for the first time surged 10 
percent last year, a statistic con- 
sidered important because those 
students are likely to study in the 
United States for several years. 
Overall foreign students spent 
more than $20 billion in 2006.07, 
about half on tuition and fees and. 
half on living expenses. The report 
estimated that $14.5 billion came 
from the students’ home coun- 
tries, mostly from personal and 
family sources. According to the 


report, which was largely financed. 
by the State Department and is be- 
ing officially released Tuesday, 
fewer than a third got their prima- 
ry funding from US sources. 

The economic contributions 
grew so quickly last year be- 
cause of tuition increases. 
Goodman said, and because 
more foreign students were in 
expensive certificate programs 
that offer few scholarships. 

The economic impact of the 
international students was pro- 
vided by Nafsa: Association of 
International Educators, based 
on the institute's international 
student data, and made part of 
the report, Open Doors 2007. 

NYT 


Australia starts voting as Howard tipped to lose 


SYDNEY—VOTERS CAST THE 
first ballots in Australia's elec- 
tions on Monday as a new opin- 
ion poll showed conservative 
Prime Minister John Howard 
heading for a landslide defeat. 

The ballots were registered in 
a tiny outback community as 
mobile polling teams headed 
across the vast country to cater 
for voters in remote areas ahead 
of election day on Nov. 24. 

The votes cast by scores of 
Aborigines at Kybrook Farm 
south of Darwin marked the 
start of early voting for those 
unable to make it to polling sta- 


HOWARD 


In US, cell phone straitjacket i 


By Laura M. Holson the communications industry 
that is expected to pit wireless 
carriers, including AT&T and 
Verizon Wireless, against Silicon 
Valley powerhouses like Google. 
The tussle might undermine the 
control incumbent companies 
have over mobile phone con- 
sumers by giving them a few 
weapons to strike back. 
The first salvo came last sum- 
mer with the release of the Ap- 


FIRST COME THE GRUMBLINGS, 
then the torches and pitchforks. 

Consumers have never been 
happy about their cell phone car- 
riers and the services they pro- 
vide-or refuse to provide. But 
they also have hardly the means 
to do anything, except switch 
from one carrier to the next. 

But a rebellion is brewing in 


tions on election day and for 
Australians abroad. 

The first to cast a ballot, 
George Huddlestone, said he 
had voted for Howard in the 
last election in 2003 but object- 
ed to the governments move 
this year to seize control of re- 
mote Aboriginal communities. 

“1 voted Liberal last time but. 
Howard, he's changed the rules 
on us," Huddlestone told the na- 
tional AAP news agency. "Some 
things are changing and people 
are worried for their families, 
they don't like the changes." 

Huddlestone said he hoped 


Labor leader Kevin Rudd would 
win the election “and things can 
go back to normal." 

The ballot boxes will remain 
sealed until the polls close and 
counting starts, but a series of 
opinion polls suggest the result 
is clear cut and the government 
will be ousted after nearly 12 
years in power. 

The latest poll, published 
Monday, showed Labor had 
gained two percentage points 
Over the past week to extend its 
lead over Howard's Liberal-Na- 
tional coalition to 55 percent 
against 45 percent. AFP 


ple iPhone, which, with its easy- 
to-use features, redefined how 
mainstream consumers view 
hand-held devices. Last week, 
Google generated fanfare when 
itannounced plans for the Open 
Handset Alliance, a consortium 
of companies working to tum 
mobile phones into hand-held 
computers that can offer a vari- 
ety of applications and services. 

In addition, federal regula- 


tors are moving to create a 
more open national wireless 
network when it auctions off 
spectrum licenses in January 
that would allow bidders to 
build a network free from carri- 
er constraint. 

At the heart of the tension be- 
tween the different camps is 
whether the wireless network 
should be open, much like the 
Internet is today, or remain un- 


Captain Ismael and the Turkish- 
flagged Ziya Koc were both 
stranded on the shoreline, not 
far from local hotels. The Ziya 
Koc was carrying a cargo of 
metal but the Captain Ismael 
was empty, local officials said. 

The sunken oil tanker, Vol- 
ganeft-139, had traveled from 
the Russian port of Azov and 
was anchored outside Kerch in 
Ukraine's eastern Crimea to 
ride out the weather, when high 
waves broke its back on Sun- 
day. 

The 1978-built tanker, de- 


signed primarily for river and 
coastal service, was carrying 
4,000 tons of fuel oil in total 
when it was hit by the storm. 

"The likely effects of the spill 
were not immediately clear 

A spill over 700 tons is con- 
sidered large, but the biggest 
ones run into the tens or even 
hundreds of thousands. 

The polluted area is at the 
heart of the migration route 
from central Siberia into the 
Black Sea of red-throated and 
black-throated Siberian diver 
birds. Reuters 


1st indigenous South 
American is beatified 


CHIMPAY, АВСЕМТІМА— 
Tens of thousands of faithful 
turned up Sunday to witness a 
ceremony honoring Ceferino 
Namuncura, the first indige- 
nous South American to be be 
atified by the Roman Catholic 
Church 

“Ceferino is blessed,” pro- 
claimed Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone, deputy of Pope Bene- 
dict XVI, drawing a thundering 
ovation from the crowd of on- 
lookers that swelled to 120,000 
people for the event, police 
said. 

More than a century after 
his death in Rome, Namuncu- 
ra—the son of a Mapuche In- 
dian chief who fought the Eu- 
ropean settlers in the late 
19th century—became the 
first person to be beatified 
outside the Vatican, organiz- 
ers said. 

The ceremony took place in 
this southern Patagonia town 
1,000 km south of Buenos 
Aires. 

“The Gospel never destroys 
the values in a culture, but as- 
similates them and perfects 
them," said Bertone, adding 
that Namuncura "never forgot 
what it was to be native and 
tried to be useful to his peo- 
ple." 

Often, the first step toward 
sainthood, beatification is a 
long process, which in Na- 
muncura's case began in 1944 
and culminated in a “miracle” 
in 2000, when a young Argen- 


tine girl was allegedly cured of 
uterine cancer after praying to 
him. 

Pope Benedict XVI officially 
certified Namuncura's miracle 
in July, opening the path to be- 
atification. 

The miracle girl, Valeria, her 
husband and three children 
мете among those who gath- 
ered for the beatification cere- 
mony Sunday. 

Bertone, the Vatican's secre- 
tary of state, celebrated the be- 
atification Mass, which was also 
attended by Buenos Aires arch- 
bishop Cardinal ^ Jorge 
Bergoglio, some 50 bishops 
from Argentina and Latin Amer- 
ica, and by Namuncura's de- 
scendants. 

Born Aug. 26, 1886, Ceferino 
Namuncura was the son of leg- 
endary Mapuche chief Manuel 
Namuncura who, after years of 
fighting the military and white 
encroachment, surrendered on 
the advice of a Salesian monk 
who baptized his son when he 
was 8. 

Ceferino studied at a reli- 
gious school in Buenos Aires, 
"so he could be of service to his 
race” according to historians, 
and as a priest became renown 
for his unswerving faith. 

He was presented to then 
Pope Pius X in Rome in 1904, 
but succumbed to tuberculosis a 
year later. His remains were tak- 
en back to Argentina in 1924 
and laid to rest in Buenos Aires. 

AFP 


No hanging of ‘Chemical Ali! 
till legal row resolved, says US 


BAGHDAD-US FORCES will 
not hand over “Chemical Ali” 
and two other cohorts of Sad- 
dam Hussein for execution 
until а legal row is settled, 
the US embassy said Monday, 
responding to a bitter attack 
by Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri 
al-Maliki. 

“There continue to be dif- 
ferences in viewpoint within 
the government of Iraq re- 
garding the necessary Iraqi le- 
gal and procedural require- 
ments for carrying out death 
sentences issued by the Iraqi 
High Tribunal,” US spokesper- 
son Mirembe Nantongo said. 

“Coalition forces will con- 
tinue to retain physical cus- 
tody of the defendants until 
this issue is resolved,” she 
said. 

On Sunday, Maliki accused 
the US embassy of playing an 
“unfortunate role” in pre- 
venting the handover of the 
three condemned men, who, 
like other members of Sad- 
dam's ousted regime, are in 
US military custody. 

He told a press conference 
in Baghdad that his govern- 
ment was “determined” that 
the executions be carried out. 

But Nantongo said, "There 
is still discussion within the 


ALI Hassan al-Majid, also. 


knownas"ChemicalAli" лт 


government of Iraq over the 
legal requirements in this 
case. We are waiting for the 
government to come to con- 
sensus as to what their law 
requires before preparing a 
physical transfer.’ 

Ali Hassan al-Majid, widely 
known as "Chemical Ali" for 
his use of poisonous gas 
against Kurds; Sultan Hashim 
al-Tai, Saddam's defense min- 
ister; and Hussein Rashid al- 
тісі, his armed forces deputy 
chief of operations, were sen- 
tenced to death on June 24. 

They were found respon: 
ble for the slaughter of.thou- 
sands of Kurds in the so- 
called Anfal (Spoils) cam- 
paign of 1988. AFP 


is inspiring a rebellion 


der the watchful control of com- 
panies like AT&T and Verizon 
Wireless, a joint venture of Veri- 
zon Communications and Voda- 
fone. Carriers, who paid billions 
of dollars to build their net- 
works, are unwilling to open 
them. 

For others, change can't hap- 
pen soon enough. As such the 
alliances and _ partnerships 
struck now are likely to shape 


the industry over the next five 
years. 

“It is the battle of the over- 
dogs,” said Tom Wheeler, a ven- 
ture capitalist and former chief 
of the CTIA, a trade group for 
the wireless industry. “They are 
all jostling back and forth to be 
leaders of the next generation. 
The question is, ‘How do I posi- 
tion myself? It is a territorial 
battle." NYT 


Applying for personal loans 
ihe fast and easy way 


GE Money Bank's new facility allows consumers 
to apply for personal loans online 


Manila, 08 October 2007 - GE ќо apply for a personal loan. Ap- 
Money Bank, a savings bank, in- plying for a personal loan will no 
troduces a new and efficient way longer be a tedious undertaking. 
No more trips 
to the bank 
and anxiety 
to find out 
whether you 
are qualified 
for the loan 
Through this 
safe and se- 
cure online 
service, you 
can get a 
glimpse of 


NS « CONSUMER LOANS 


mu 


your eligibility fora personal loan, 
in the comfort, privacy and con- 
venience of your home or office. 
By simply logging in to the 
website at http://www.gemoney- 
bank.com.ph and answering a 
few simple questions, you will 
see if you are initially eligible fora 
loan. If you qualify, you will be ad- 
vised regarding the loan package 
the bank can extend to you. The 
facility will also flash a loan offer 
onscreen, eliminating uncertain- 
ties on the loan amount that you 
are qualified for. It's safe, secure 
and completely hassle-free! If 


you decide to pursue the applica- 
tion, you will be directed to an on- 
line application form from which 
you can opt to completely fill out 
or be contacted instead by a GE 
Money Bank representative. 

GE Money Bank's new chan- 
nel is initially available for per- 
sonal loan applications at flexible 
payment terms and for as low as 
1.39% add-on rate per month. 
The loans offered through this 
new channel initially include 
personal loans, but will soon be 
offered for auto loans and 
home loans. 

This new way to apply forloans 
with GE Money Bank is in line 
with the Bank's thrust to offer its 
clients simply better banking by 
removing the complications in 
ihe banking process for 
customers. 


Very few things in life 
can be this simple. 


Like getting a personal loan online with GE Money Bank. 


Log on. Apply. Submit. 


Visit www.gemoneybank.com.ph 


It's safe, secure and totally hassle-free. No complications., , 


This is simply better banking. 
This is GE Money Bank. 


GE imagination at work 
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MUSHARRAF shown speali 

said that parliamentary elections should be 
held on schedule, but that emergency rule 
would remain in place to ensure that the 
polls would be free and transparent, ГА 


Musharraf: 
Emergency 
rule to last 
until polls 


ISLAMABAD—GEN. PERVEZ 
Musharraf, the Pakistani presi- 
dent, appeared to yield to in- 
tense American pressure on 
Sunday by restoring parliamen- 
tary.elections in early January, 
but-he said his. emergency de- 
cree would last at least through 
then, immediately raising new 
questions about the vote's legiti- 
macy. 

US officials and Musharraf's main politi- 
cal rival, the opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto, endorsed his announcement as a 
small step. Still, any election held when ba- 
sic civil liberties have been scrapped could 
create new credibility problems for 
Musharraf, who has become increasingly 
isolated politically, and for Bhutto, who re- 
turned to Pakistan from a life in exile to par- 
ticipate in the electoral process 

Many opposition politicians and West- 
ern diplomats dismissed the election date 
as à ruse to ease the outcry against 
Musharraf's seizure of additional power. 
They questioned how the country could 
have fair elections when his security forces 
have arrested 2,500 civilians, suspended 
the Constitution, blocked independent 
news channels and banned public gather- 
ings. 

“Јев an attempt at a sop,” said one West- 
ern diplomat, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity in keeping with diplomatic pro- 
tocol. "He's looking to see whether simply 
announcing an election date will placate 
people.” 

Tn another expansion of power, the gov- 
ernment announced Saturday that it had 
amended an army law so that civilians 
could be prosecuted by military courts. The 
last time Pakistani civilians faced courts- 
martial was during the 11-year military di 
tatorship of Muhammad Zia ul-Haq, which 
ended in 1988. 

Tn Baluchistan, the government said two 
politicians from the province, Mir Hasil 
Bizenjo and Yusuf Mastikhan, would be 
charged with treason for protesting emer- 
gency rule. Muhammad Ali Saif, a govern- 
ment legal adviser, said the burning of 
army uniforms by political protesters 
would also be prosecuted in military 
courts, 

Musharraf announced the restored elec- 
tion date at his first news conference since 
proclaiming emergency powers eight days 
earlier, a move that has created global 
alarm about the political stability of Pak 
istan, a nuclear-armed country that is the 
most important American ally in the region 
and where Islamic militants have been ex 
panding their reach, But Musharaff reject 
ed demands at home and abroad to set a 
date for ending the emergency decree, 
which has effectively placed Pakistan under 
martial law. 

Combative, defiant and increasingly au- 
thoritarian, Musharraf said the decree was 
precisely what was needed to fight the 
growing Islamic terrorism threat to the 
country and "ensure absolutely fair and 
transparent elections.” NYT 
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PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is presented a WBC world champion's 
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belt by the organization's president, Jose Sulaiman, in yesterday's 


opening of the 45th WBC International Convention. The few select 
recipients of the belt include Nelson Mandela, Pope John Paul ll, cwuow 


STANDINGS W 
Hapee 4 
Harbour 4 
RPTeam 5 
SMig Coffee 2 
Toyota Ва, 2 
мата More. 1 
Bacchus 0 
Pharex 0 
‘GAMES TODAY 
2p.m—Harbour 
Centra vs Hapee 
4p m.—Nalland 
‘More vs Pharex 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Ei Yao, 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


President Macapagal-Arroyo 
graced yesterday's opening, along 
with WBC president Jose Su- 
laiman, Manila Mayor Alfredo 
Lim, GAB chair Eric Buhain, WBC 
heavyweight champion Vitali Kl- 
itschko, and Pacquiao. 

Sulaiman also presented a 
WEC belt to Ms Arroyo, whom 
Lim described as “a champion їп 
her own right" in the political are- 
па. 

Ms Arroyo was accompanied to 
the ceremony by Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita, Speaker 
Jose de Venecia, and Interior Sec- 
retary Rolando Puno. 

Sulaiman, in his speech, pro- 


Assistant Editor Francis T. |. Ochoa 
vlagefcitylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr_sports@inguirer.com.ph 


‘WBC honors Pacman 
as ‘Champ Emeritus’ 


By Marc Anthony Reyes and Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


THE WORLD BOXING COUNCIL (WBC) YESTERDAY DECLARED 
Filipino superstar Manny Pacquiao its Champion Emeritus as one 
of the three biggest sanctioning bodies in the sport officially kicked 
off its 45th Annual World Convention at the Manila Hotel. 


posed the creation of a WBC box- 
ing gym in the Philippines through 
the leadership of Pacquiao. 

The Filipino ring icon was set to 
receive his emeritus award last 
night, according to Pacquiao ad- 
viser Rex "Wakee" Salud, who 
originally proposed that Pacquiao 
be bestowed the recognition. 

Pacquiao is also scheduled to 
host a dinner for WBC officials 
and delegates attending the con- 
vention, added Salud. 

Meanwhile, the boxing hero re- 
mained undecided on who his 
next opponent will be in March. 

^| havent decided on any- 
thing,” said Pacquiao. "It all de- 


Hapee, Harbour dispute solo lead today 


FIL-AM GABE NORWOOD GETS A 
chance to boost his stock further when 
Hapee and Harbour Centre dispute 
the solo lead in the PBL V-Go Extreme 
Energy Drink Cup today at the Ninoy 
‘Aquino Stadium. 

Now an official member of the Har- 
bour-Philippine team, Norwood will 
be in the limelight when the Complete 


Protectors and the defending champi- 
оп Batang Pier collide at 2 p.m. 

Hapee and Harbour Centre boast of 
identical 4-0 slates with Norwood 
dishing out an all-around game when 
Hapee downed Bacchus, 95-89, Sat- 
urday. 

‘The former starter for George Ma- 
son University unloaded a game-high 


21 points on top of seven rebounds, 
six assists and four steals. 

The Batang Pier later pulled abreast 
ofthe Complete Protectors with a 103- 
86 rout of Toyota Balintawak. 

Mail and More, recent victors over 
Toyota Balintawak, will shoot for its 


second straight win at 4 p.m. against 
Pharex 


Jasmine W. Payo 


McGrady 
lift Rockets 


pends on the negotiations.” organization. 
‘Obviously, he is keeping hisop- ^ "The Filipino people is proud to 
tions open forhisnextfight, which see thatthe WBC has endured and 


"Top Ranks Bob Arum said is al- 
ready set for March 15. 

He also didn’t make any choice 
from the lineup of possible foes 
that include WBC super feather- 
weight champion Juan Manuel 
Marquez, WBC lightweight king 
David Diaz and World Boxing As- 
sociation and International Box- 
ing Federation titlist Juan Diaz. 

Instead, he focused on the WBC 
occasion, lavishing praise on the 


lasted for decades,” said Pacquiao. 
“The history of WBC will not be 
complete without mentioning the 
Philippines.” 

The convention resumes today, 
with seminars conducted for the 
different regional bodies which 
are under the WBC umbrella, 

Orient-Pacific Boxing Federa- 
tion president Frank Quill is set to 
preside his organization's conven- 
tion starting at 3 pm. today. 
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Norwood’s in; RP five whips Singapore 


By Roy Luarca 


SINGAPORE—HE FAILED TO JOIN 
the Harbour Centre-Philippine Team's 
stint here, but it's certain Gabe Nor- 
‘wood will be around to boost the coun- 
ty* campaign in the Southeast Asian 
Games in December. 

The release of the 6-foot-5 Norwood 
to the national team by the Hapee 
‘Toothpaste management, led by owner 
and PBL chair Dr. Cecilio Pedro, Mon- 
day afternoon provided more joy to the 
‘Nationals who routed the Singporeans, 
90-42, on Sunday. 

The coaching staff, headed by Junel 
Baculi, welcomed the news relayed by 
RP assistant team manager Eric Arejo- 
1а, and said that the former George Ma- 
son U standout in the US NCAA will 
play a vital role in the country's title-re- 
tention bid in the Thailand SEAG next. 
month. 

Though Norwood plays the point 
and off-guard positions in the PBL, Bac- 
uli said he may also use the slim, high- 
flying Fil-Am as a small forward. 

The Nationals, led by two-time PBL 
MVP Jason Castro, are playing against 


the US Navy Selection at presstime at ` 


the Singapore Basketball Centre. 
‘Amateur basketball godfather Mikee 


ATENEO’S Thal import Kesinee Lithawat 


SEAG sked favors Filipino cagers 


SINGAPORE—IF THE SCHEDULE RE- 
leased by the Thalland SEA Games Or- 
ganizing Committee holds true, the Наг- 
bour Centre-Philippine men's basketball 
team would be enjoying a hassle-free 
defense of the titie. 

The Nationals will have the. 
lightweight Cambodians as their inaugu- 
ral foes on Dec. 7 and the dangerous. 
Thais as their last opponents on Dec. 13 
inthe five-nation, single-round robin 
‘basketball competition at the Keelapirom 
Stadium inside the Suranaree Unversity 
in Nakron Ratchasima province. 


Romero, who is here to oversee the Na- 
tional’ training, was also elated by 
Norwoods release. 

“ез a big, big development as far as 
the team is concerned and Td like to 
thank the (PBL) board for coming out 
to help the team,” said Romero. “This 
endeavor is not for Harbour Centre but 
forthe country" 

With Jonathan Fernandez knocking 

four triples and Patrick Cabahug 
adding three, the Nationals toyed with 
the Singaporeans, giving joy to some 


(center) shows her dominance over 


Fae Eastern U's over Mary Anne Manalo and Josepine Cafranca.  axcustoaacuz 


PBA officially opens 
search for new head K 


THE PHILIPPINE BASKETBALL ASSO- 
ciation begins its search for a new 
commissioner officially today when 
the selection committee led by league 
chair Tony Chua lays down the guide- 
lines for prospective candidates. 

The committee has already come up 
with a list of qualifications for the re- 
placement of Noli Eala, who resigned 
under a cloud of controversy. 

Formed in Macau over a month ago, 
the selection committee is composed of 
PBA vice-chair Joaqui Trillo (Alaska), 
league treasurer Robert Non (Magno- 
lia), former chair Ricky Vargas (Talk ‘N 
Text) and Air21 Governor Lito Alvarez. 

The group met at lunch yesterday to 
describe what they called their “ideal 
point-man." 

PBA officer-in-charge Sonny Barrios, 
who was also at the meeting, said the 
committee unanimously agreed that the 
selection process will be based on a 


Marathon finalists set party 


ACARBOHYDRATE-LOADING PAR- 
ty will be held on Thursday at the 
North Greenhills Club House in San 
Juan to honor all qualifiers to the 
31st National Milo Marathon finals 
before the 42K race on Sunday, 
November 18. 

Sundays winners get P75,000 
each. 

WOMEN NCA QUALIFIERS: Бойз 
Carreon, Christel Mares, Ellen Tolentino, 
Geraldine Sealza, Sealand Agana, Daisy Cason, 
Jenet Lopena, All Smith, Cindy Janoras, Aleen 
Pacalagan, пагаһ Kasan nd Rashel Pena. 

MEN NCR QUALIFIERS: Bernardo Desamito, 
Mamerto Corpuz, Rogelio Sarmiento, Rolando 
Piamonte, Reynaldo Delos Reyes, овие Bando, 
‘Andy Flores, Ronald Despi, Marson Тасо, Luis 
Рип, Dany Bado, Ramonito Pansio, Miguel 
Lopez, Joseph Rosete, Arsenio Uminga, Angel 
Delos Santos, Randy Martin, Rust Arcila, Ben- 
Jamin Garcia, Rommel Dela Pena, Pavio Enricoso, 
Lave Rivera, Roberto Murca, Francis Padyacan, 


“points system.” He said a timetable for 
the takeover has also been set. 

‘The next commissioner, the commit- 
tee agreed, should have an excellent 
“general management perspective” with 
strong suits in marketing and finance. 

The committee has unanimously 
agreed to put premium on marketing 
skills and gave it a corresponding 40 
points. Barrios said knowledge of finan- 
cial intricacies is worth 20 points. The re- 
maining points will be scattered among 
the different traits the next commission- 
ег should possess: Independence, in- 
tegrity and good public relations. 

Barrios said representatives of the 
leagues 10 ball clubs should submit the 
mame of their nominees to him on or be- 
fore Nov. 23. 

Based on the timetable set by the 
committee and barring any hitches, the 
leagues seventh commissioner will be 
named not later than Jan. 31 next year 


Ernesto Sumague, Lou Carongay, Alonso Acep- 
cion, Edwin Diel, агу! Burdeos, Maximo Ulan- 
day, Narciso Dela Cruz Jr, Virgilio Ferolino, Rolly 
Farenas, Paulino Bacus, Joseito Reyes, Rufino 
Domanico Jr, Rocky Тауап, Alex Sanches, Amel 
Agio, Bonifacio Geronimo, Graciano Santos, 
Romy Plaza, Mark Nell Peralta, Wison Cuarto, 
Rey Embolode, Gregorio Hera, Vicente Eclipse, 
Roberto Calamba, беп Aero, Julus Bayan, 
Teodoro Taytay, Rodolfo Desuasido, Rene Rater- 
та, Michel Dangca, Mark Angelo Ойна, Fructoso. 
Rormata Jr, Alexander Reoni, Antony Pelayo; 
Cirlo Catamin Jc, Reynald Ruda, Mariou 
Caldoy, Carlos Onas, Amecito Bautista, Cupid 
Derails Sr. June Val Sta Апа, Joefrine Malde- 
cir, Ricardo Paulg, Rodolfo Ramos, Max Gayula, 
Dexter Ordona, Victor Ting, Jose Romero, Rex 
Marquez, Edison Ticson, Wilredo Enriquez, Ed- 
win Drazco, Jessie Agrezor, Iso Marques, gna- 
cio Manlangit, Numeriano Barnedo Jr, Mario 
Averila, Ronnie Piara, Manuel Marcelo, 
Lorenzo Gregorio, Lawrence Trinidad, Antonio 
Olegario, Gy Айтал, Carmelo Vicuna, Armando 


‘After the 1 p.m. Philippine-Cambodia 
tussle, Malaysia and Indonesia take the 
floor at 3 p.m., giving the coaching staff, 
headed by Junel Bacull, ample time to 
scout their other key rivals in their titie- 
retention bid. 

Host Thailand, which is reportedly 
beefing up its team with United States 
based Thais, opens its campaign against 
Malaysia on Dec. 9 with both teams ex- 
pected to dish out their best. 

“it just like a tull before the storm," 
said Bacul. “It will give us time to adjust 
andto scout ourrivals." Roy Luarca 


500 Filipinos in the gallery. 

The Nationals, showing that they 
have toughened a bit on defense, held 
the Singaporeans to just nine points in 
each of the first two quarters en route 
t0 242-18 halftime spread. 

"We're on track and Гоп happy to say 
that we're improving since our last 
game in the PBL tournament," said Ba- 
culi. "May communication na sa loob. 
May fluidity na talaga.” 

Back home, PBL commissioner Chi- 
no Trinidad also expressed his gratitude 


to all owners and team representatives 
for supporting the national team. 

“As Туе said before, PBL teams will 
always help and deliver if it is for the 
national cause,” said Trinidad. “So ev- 
erybody agreed to help the RP team." 

"He's quick and a very intelligent. 
player so I have high respect for him," 
said Baculi of Norwood, who carried 
Hapee to a 4-0 start in the current PBL 
tournament and saw action for the RP 
team that played in te Fiba-Asia cham- 
pionship in Japan last July. 

“Trinidad said that at least two more 
players will be added to further bolster 
the Nationals’ SEAG chances. 

NOTES: The Philippine delegation was treated to a 
sumptuous derer at the No Signboard Restaurant 
‘Sunday night by Citibank executive Amold Bengco. 
Ths Singapore Singers are planning to tap forme Ai- 
inno stars Ike Verg Meneses and Bong Aartzto 
attract a tigger Flin crowd.. Alex Cisano and Ate- 
eos Cr Тш are ring out to be he maost popular 
Flip players here. 

The scores: 

HARBOUR-AP S0— Femandez 14, Belga 12, 
Monzo 9, Cabahug 9, бла 8, Dea Cuesta 7, Chan 7. 
Bautista 6, Castro 6, Crisano 6, Vergara 2, Tiu 2, 
Sangsang 2, Tono. 

SINGAPORE 42— Jan 14, Matan 9, Kho 5, 
Токой S Aw 4, Long 2, Yuh 2, Ju 1, Je, Leong O. 

‘Quarters: 22-9; 42-18; 63-13; 90-42 
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GABE Norwood gets go-signal to join the 
Philippine team. 
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Lady Eagles oust FEU 
tossers; UST on top 


By Romina S. Austria 


ATENEO ENDED FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY'S SEMIFINAL HOPE WITH A 25- 
20, 14-25, 12-25, 27-25, 15-11 win yesterday in the 2007 Shakey's V-League wom- 
en's volleyball second conference before a big crowd at The Arena in San Juan. 


The victory likewise gave 
Adamson and La Salle, both 
toting 3-3 slates, free rides to 
the next round regardless of 
the result of their 3 p.m. 
match today. 

In the second game, Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas finally grabbed top 
spot after repulsing erstwhile unbeaten 
San Sebastian College, 21-25, 25-19, 25- 
9, 25-16. 

The Tigresses will enter the semifinal 
with a 6-1 card while the Lady Stags, 
whom they swept in the first conference 


зрна 
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GAMES TODAY 


5pm—SSCvs Letran 


Golf for scholars 


finals, can equal that mark 
with a win over winless Le- 
mranat5 p.m. 

Ateneo's Thai impor 
Lithawat Kesinee scored the 
Lady Eagles’ last two points, 
including a serve that the La- 
dy Tams failed to retum. 

That play capped the Lady Eagles’ 
comeback from a set down in the third 
and moved them in third spot at 5-2. 

FEU, playing sans injured star Rachel 
Anne Daquis, could have forced а playff 
with the loser of the Adamson-La Salle 


WBLTITLISTS 
OFF TO BiG 


START 

‘The 20th BEST 
Center Women's 
Basketball League 
recently kicked off. 
hostilities with 
defending champions 
Community of 
Learners Foundation 
and University of 
Santo Tomas scoring 
victories at the 
Xavier Sports 
‘Complex. 
Elementary titlist 
COLF beat St. Pedro 
Poveda, 40-26 while 
college champion 
UST waylaid UP Los 
Вайоз, 47-19. Inthe 
high school 
competitive division, 
Assumption beat 
‘San Beda Alabang, 
30-19, (in photo) and 
Angelicum College 
upstaged COLF, 37- 
33. 


Mabutas, Rodrigo Diaz, Valiant Fantiyao, Rober- 
to Estrella, Danny Сайла! Sabiniano Laguda, 
Raphel Raboy, Ronnel Sanama, Rodilio Sabor- 
do, Frederick Babiera, Enrique Balin, Garry 
Walitang, Fortunato Rivera, Nick Rodriguez, AL- 
fredo Fototana, Alan Briso, Ricardo Pine, Mino. 
Gajulen, Ben De Vila, Eric Michael Socrates, 
Oscar Raga, Ramon Ngayaan, Reynaldo 
Reynoso, Alan Casanas, Pablo Yambot, Nicasio 
Magno, Rolando Preagola, Armand Gutierrez, 
Christal Mar Dy Alvin Casimiro, Jeftrey Puitana, 
Ain Adriano, Rommel Femandez, Osmalon 
‘Agana, Antonio Dage-Ang, Alfonzo Viado, 
Christopher Mejrito, Reno Mateo, Anthony Di- 
топ, Michael Ramirez, Arihuro Echalar, Gabriel 
Guinocor, Arnulfo Dimasuhid, Rodolfo Atos, 
Florendo Degway, Joycer Lacno, Pablo Vidal 
Edriewin De Paz, Victorino Gaiban, Jonel Bernal 
Remelto Brion, Мема Bolus, Homer Tapit, 
Romeo Erivera, George Corpuz, Sandy Alenta- 
Jan, Larry Tarnate, Junnie Plarca Nonilo Onoya, 
Carlos Turia, liefonzo Cruz, Brigido Gufemez, 
‘Steve Abas, Joseph Magno and Jorge Tinio. 


tees off at Alabang 


‘THE TEE OFF FOR A SCHOLAR GOLF CUP 
willbe held on Nov. 23 at the Alabang Country 
Club, chair Amante E Caronongan of the 
sponsoring Foundation of the Society of Fel- 
lows in Supply Management, Inc. announced. 

The charity event, held in cooperation 
with the Philippine Institute for Supply Man- 
agement (PISM), is for the benefit of Makati- 
based scholars handled by the SOFSM. 

“The SOFSM's vision is to transform the 
Philippines as the center of excellence in so- 
cially responsible supply management and 
become the primary source of globally com- 
petitive professionals,” Caronongan said. 

Vicente J. Hipolito, Antonio G. Coronel 
and Rey Aguilera are in the forefront of the 
tournament, which opens registration at 
6:30 a.m. and tees off at 7:30 a.m. 

Participants can win fabulous awards, in- 
cluding raffle prizes. Call Rio at 6384024 or 
6346632 for more details. For queries, e- 
mail at sofsm_rio@yahoo.com. 


tussle had they won. 

‘The Lady Tamaraws ended their cam- 
paign with a 2-5 slate. 

Kesinee, veteran of two SEA Games, 
wound up with 29 points highlighted by 
24 kills, including one that moved Ateneo 
within a point from clinching the win in 
the decider. 

Ma. Rosario Soriano scored 17 points 
for the Lady Eagles who struggled in the 
second and third sets. 

But the Lady Eagles put their act to- 
gether in the fourth although they had to 
go through some anxious moments before 
forcing a deciding fifth set. 

San Sebastian, UST, Ateneo, Adamson 
and La Salle make up the cast in the single 
round robin semifinal where they carry 
their respective elimination records. 


SPORTSWATCH .... 


Derby at the Big Dome 
POPULAR GAME FOWL BREEDERS 
from different provinces face each another 
today at the Araneta Coliseum as the 
1,463-strong NFGB National Bakbakan 10- 
stag derby semifinal round starts at 1 p.m. 

Girding up for battle are members of the 
Batangas Breeders Club, Palawan breed- 
ars, Laguna Gamefowl Breeders Assocla- 
tion, Rizal GBA, United Bulacan GBA, Bicol 
GBA, United llocandia GBA and Viscaya 
GBA 

Manny Berbano, head of National Feder- 
ation of Gamefowl Breeders marketing and 
sponsorship, said the Thunderbird Cham- 
pionship belt will be awarded to the group 
to which the grand champion belongs. 


Breeders guest in PSA 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF GAME FOWL 
Breeders top honchos led by their presl- 
dent Ricoy Palmares and Thunderbird 
Power Feeds product manager Francis 
Martinez are today's guests in the Philip- 
pine Sportswriters Association weekly fo- 
rum at Shakey's Pizza in U.N. Avenue, 
Manila. 

The panelists will announce the staging. 
of the finals P15M Bakbakan National 10- 
Stag Derby. 

Also to be discussed is Thunderbird's 
Philippine Cockfighting Orientation Tour. 
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AFTER breaking free from the pack and streaking down the court by his lonesome, LeBron James caps a fastbreak play with a twisting dunk, 
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Yao, McGrady lift Rockets 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA— 
Yao Ming capped a 34-point perfor- 
mance with two clutch free throws 
to rally the Houston Rockets to an 
85-82 road win over the Charlotte 
Bobcats on Sunday. 

Yao put the Rockets ahead 83-82 
with 20 seconds remaining and Mike 
James added two more free throws to 
seal Houston's third straight win. 

Charlotte had a seven-point lead 
with six minutes to play before Tracy 
McGrady and Yao rescued Houston. 
McGrady scored 12 of his 26 points in 
the final period and Yao added six. 

“That may be the best one-two com- 
bination since (Michael) Jordan and 
(Scottie) Pippen,” Bobeats forward 
Gerald Wallace told reporters. 

Yao hit 13 of 15 field-goal attempts 
and all eight free throws to go with 
eight rebounds. 

His key free throws came after he re- 
bounded a missed three-point attempt 


by teammate Rafer Alston and was 
fouled by the Bobcats! Emeka Okafor. 

“When I saw the ball come to me 
and 1 said, 1 cannot let this go. I have 
to grab it," Yao told reporters. “Iwas in 
perfect position.” 

McGrady connected on just nine of 
20 shots but hit seven of nine free 
throws. 

“This was a game that we should 
have lost, really, because we didnt 
play particularly well,” McGrady told 
reporters. “But we found some way to 
keep ourselves in the game and when 
it mattered most, myself and Yao 
brought us home.” 

Matt Carroll paced the Bobcats with 
17 points. Jason Richardson and Ray- 
mond Felton contributed 16 each. 
Okafor added 12 points and 11 re- 
bounds. 

In other games, it was Washington 
101, Atlanta 90; Miami 75, New York 
72; Houston 85, Charlotte 82; New 


Orleans 93, Philadelphia 72; San An- 
tonio 113, Milwaukee 88; Detroit 107, 
Seattle 103; Cleveland 103, LA Clip- 
pers 95 

Tn Atlanta, the Washington Wizards 
avoided the first 0-6 start in franchise 
history, beating the Atlanta Hawks be- 
hind Caron Butler's 24 points. 

All five Washington starters scored 
їп double figures for the first time this 
season. Antawn Jamison had 23 points 
and 15 rebounds, and Brendan Hay- 
wood added 13 points and 12 re- 
bounds. Gilbert Arenas scored 18 
points 

In New York, Jason Williams made 
the go-ahead jump shot with 19 sec- 
onds left, and Miami edged New York 
for its first victory of the season. 

In Philadelphia, David West and 
Chris Paul each scored 16 points, Bob- 
by Jackson had 12 and New Orleans 
snapped a two-game losing streak. 

In Los Angeles, Zydrunas llgauskas 


MADRID, SPAIN—JUSTIN HENIN FIN- 
ished the toughest season of her career 
with one ofher toughest victories. 

Thats exactly how she would have 
scripted it. 

Henin rallied to beat Maria Sharapo- 
va, 5-7, 7-5, 6-3, Sunday in the longest 
three-set final in the tournament's his- 
HENIN: А match toremember лт tory. It was also the top-ranked Bel- 


gian's longest match at a tournament- 
record 3 hours, 24 minutes. 

Henin became the sixth player to de- 
fend her season-ending championship 
when Sharapova netted her fifth match 
point. 

“I can’t say I played 100 percent but I 
kept fighting a lot. I played with my 
heart today,” Henin said. "I had to find 


scored 25 points, LeBron James added 22 
as Cleveland rallied to beat the Clippers. 

Drew Gooden added 18 points and 
17 rebounds for the defending Eastern 
Conference champions, who needed a 
fourth-quarter spurt after blowing 
leads of 11 and 13 points in the game. 

In Seattle, Richard Hamilton scored 
10 of his season-high 32 points during 
a torrid first quarter, and Detroit held 
offa late charge to drop the SuperSon- 
ics to 0-7, their worst start ever. 

Hamilton capped his night with a 
17-foot leaner with 45.9 seconds left 
to give Detroit a 103-99 lead, after ће 
Pistons squandered a 23-point first 
half advantage. 

‘Antonio McDyess and Rasheed Wal- 
lace both finished with 15 points, and 
McDyess grabbed 15 rebounds for De- 
troit, 

Seattle was led by Kevin Durant's 19 
points and 17 from fellow rookie Jeff 
Green, Reuters, AP 


Henin rules longest WTA final ever 


the resources, mentally and physically, 
but I think it’s a match everyone will re- 
member.” 

Henin won her 25th straight match to 
close the season with a 63-4 mark that in- 
cluded a fourth French Open title and her 
second US Open trophy. Steffi Graf was 
the last player—in 1996—to win those 
three titles in the same year. АР 


Roddick survives scare against Davydenko 


SHANGHAI—ANDY RODDICK SURVIVED 
a scare against Russia's Nikolay Davydenko 
at the Tennis Masters Cup on Monday to 
win his opening round-robin match, 6-3 4-6 
6-2. 

Davydenko's gutsy fightback from a set 
and a break down sparked a tantrum from 
the American, who smashed his racket in 
disgust at his second-set collapse. 


But Roddick recovered superbly, storm- 
ing through the third set to severely dent 
his opponent's chances at the $4.45 million 
season-ending event in Shanghai, 

Both players have endured almost con- 
stant tormentat the hands of world number 
one Roger Federer in the past, making vic- 
tory in their Red Group opener imperative. 

Federer, chasing his fourth Masters Cup 


title in the last five years, was playing 
Chile's Fernando Gonzalez later on Monday 
in the showcase eight-man tournament. 

Roddick has won just once in 15 previous 
meetings with Federer while Davydenko 
has lost all 10. 

World number two Rafael Nadal and fel- 
low Spaniard David Ferrer won their Gold 
Group openers on Sunday. Reuters 


SINCE THE UNSINKABLE JOSE SULAIMAN 
took over as president of the World Boxing 
Council in 1975, the organization has not 
changed leadership. 

“Sulaiman will be there forever,” once said 
the late Justiniano Jun" Montano, who be- 
came the WBC president in 1964. “In order 
to effect changes, we need to have somebody 
with influence and the expertise who could 
stand up and fight the mafia inside the WBC, 
somebody who commands respect of the 
boxing world. 

“Sadly” added Montano, “there is no one 
to take up the cudgels. Too much politics is 
making it very, very difficult for the other 
challengers, including another Filipino, to 
unseat Sulaiman.” 

Sulaiman, a native of Mexico, once served 
under Montano during his term. 

A short, proud man, Sulaiman rose to be- 
come the most powerful—and feared—fig- 
ure in the history of professional boxing. 
Through the years, Sulaiman has increased 
his power base. 

Still, boxing people have raised many 
questions: Is the organization playing by its 
own rules and creating its own champi- 
ons—and unless a promoter or manager is 
part of the inner circle, will he have a hard 
time getting recognition for his boxer? 

‘What about the continued exploitation of 
boxers? And ill-equipped medical examina- 
tions in some WBC member-countries? And 


Who will unseat Jose Sulaiman? 


CLEAN LIVING 


2: emn 
Manolo R. оа Asa 


the frequency of gross mismatches? 

Hosted by thé Games and Amusement 
Board, the WBC is holding its 45th annual 
convention in Manila. 

T am challenging the honorable delegates 
to make significant progress and not merely 
pay lip service to boxing reform. 

My hat's off to cool and calculating 
Daryl Peach of England for nipping hither- 
to unknown Robert Gomez of the Philip- 
pines, 17-15, in their nerve-frazzling finals 
at the 2007 World Pool Championship 
Sunday at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Even though the Englishman proved 
me wrong (I had predicted that a Filipino 
would win this year's edition of the World 
Pool), I was consoled by the fact that 
Gomez, known as "Superman" in billiards 
circles, gave Daryl а helluva time sealing 
the dramatic victory. 

In winning the $100,000 first-prize 
money Daryl scored upset wins over two 
highly regarded Filipinos—last years 


‘champion Ronnie Alcano and hot favorite 
Francisco "Django" Bustamante. 

 Gomez's loss was reminiscent of a simi- 
lar failure during the 2002 WPC in Cardiff. 
when Bustamante also suffered a heart- 
breaking defeat at the hands of American 
Earl “The Pear!” Strickland, 

‘At that time, Django almost abandoned 
the tournament when he learned about 
the death of his 8-month-old daughter, 
Mariel, but he decided to continue to play 
and finish the tournament for the sake of 
flag and country. 

NOTA BENE. To faithful reader Victorio 
Vargas of Makati City: Thank you for your 
kind thoughts. I did mention that former sen- 
ator Robert Jaworski, who made his PBA de- 
but in 1975 and retired at age 52 in 1999, 
“was the oldest man to ever play profession- 
al, (repeat professional), basketball any- 
where in the world." 

T wrote about it to stress that the PBA is a 
“professional league” and not an “amateur 
tournament” like the Olympics where no 
cash prizes are handed ош... 

Calling all San Beda College grade school 
batch of 1991 and high school batch of 1995. 
‘There will be a grand reunion at 7 p.m. оп 
Saturday, Dec. 1, at Sankalan Grill on Que- 
zon Avenue comer Examiner Street in Que- 
zon City For details, call or text Mike Isada at 
0915-4405088. 
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ROBY Benito gets off to a good start and powers the R2R: 
Racing Kids to the Speedzone 6-Hour Enduro champions 


ean tour 


targets 
expansion 


SINGAPORE—THE ASEAN TOUR IS STILL 
in its infancy but after only three events the 
region's newest circuit is targeting huge de- 
velopment in Southeast Asian golf. 

Launched in September with a five-stop 
calendar, tour executive chair AC Wong ex- 
pects to double that number next year to fulfill 
a promise of hosting "one tournament in each 
of the Asean (Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations) countries.” ^ 

“We are extremely pleased with the way 
things have gone so far,” Wong told Reuters 
after the final round of the Laguna National 
‘Asean Championship in Singapore at the 
weekend. 

“One thing that is very encouraging over 
the last three events is that we had a lot of 
younger professionals coming forward.’ 

‘While the Asian Tour snub could be regard- 
ed as a setback, the support of its players is a 
huge boost that will also encourage more lo- 
cal professionals to turn out for their home 
tournaments. 

“As long as we don't have an Asian Tour 
commitment I will come and play Asean Tour 
events,” Filipino Angelo Que said after win- 
ning the $50,000 Laguna National event on 
20-under par. Reuters. 


CREAMING the field: Paula Creamer tees off 


onthe way to a rout. т 


Crean.er whips 
LPGA's finest 


MOBILE, ALABAMA—PAULA CREAMER COM- 
pleted a wire-to-wire victory at the LPGA Tour- 
nament of Champions here Sunday, firing а 
four-under-par 68 In the final round to beat Ko- 
rean runner-up Birdie Kim by eight strokes. 

Creamer finished on 20-under par 268 after 
making a bogey on the final hole, her frst in 62. 
holes, that prevented her from matching the 72- 
hole tournament record of 267 set last year by 
‘Mexican world No. 1 Lorena Ochoa. 

"| wanted to break the record. It definitely was a 
goal of mine,” Creamer said. "It is kind of a bum- 
‘mer that | didn’t get it. But atthe same time! will 
take it. ifs a win, That's a itl bit more Important 
maybe." 

It was Creamer's fourth career LPGA victory 
and her first triumph since this year's opener in 
February at Hawall 


а 
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R2R-Tuason rules 
Speedzone Enduro 


THE R2R-TUASON 


Kids Team showed crack driving 
skills and teamwork to humble. 
10 squads and rule the Speed- 
zone 6-Hour Enduro race re- 
cently in Fort Bonifacio 

Roby Benito, Bobby Domin- 
go, Evan Severino and Juha Tu- 
ralba took turns in delivering 
the victory for the R2R-Tuason 
Racing team which completed 
369 laps in the six-hour race 
featuring veteran and more ex- 
perienced champion karters. 

The winning team secured 
pole position courtesy of new 
recruit Severino who clocked a 
fast 58.717 seconds in the qual- 
ifying time trials while Benito 
quickly pulled away from the 
pack on the very first lap. 

After one hour and 45 min- 
utes of driving, Benito gained a 
one and a half lap lead over the. 
second place tearii atid Domin- 


RACING go stretched R2R-Tuason Rac- 
ing Kids lead to three laps. 

Severino continued the fight 
for another one and a half hours 
and widened the gap to more 
than four laps over the closest 
rival before Turalba smoothly 
cruised to the finish line to com- 
plete the job. 

"The boys did a terrific job 
and delivered the strategy just 
as planned. I'm really proud of 
them, However, we're not out of 
the woods yet. We still have a 
bigger challenge to come in 
February.” said R2R team man- 
ager Chito Benito. 

Backed by Tuason Racing, 
TonyKart, HJC Auto Helmets, 
AIM Racing Gauges and R2R 
Racing Gear, the team is now 
preparing to compete in the 
Speedzone 24-Hr Enduro repre- 
senting Citibank Savings Inc. in 
February next year. 


GOMEZ: Too many missed opportunities 


Crowd 


OLYMPIC FEST NAT’L MEET 


Reg’! champs in full force 


By June Navarro 


WITH ITS SIZE AND MIGHT, BAGUIO CITY SHOULD BE A CONTENDER FOR 
the overall title in the 2nd Philippine Olympic Festival national champi- 
onships that opened yesterday at the Rizal Memorial Sports Complex. 


"The Baguio delegation, overall cham- 
pion of the Centra-Northern Luzon 
qualifying games held in Vigan, Ilocos 
Sur early this year, is fielding 200 crack 
athletes from 17 disciplines. 

A martial arts and combat sports 
power in the region, Baguio boasts of 
the largest contingent from among the 
40 local government units participating 
followed by Laguna's 172 athletes. 

‘While Baguio boasts of its fighters led 


by Jay Olod of muay and amis specialist 
Ana Melissa De Leon, Laguna, the win- 
ner of the Bicol-Southern Tagalog qu: 
fying games, will be banking on its 
swimmers. 

loilo and Пойо City, which both ruled 
the Visayas leg, also showed up at the 
opening ceremonies presided by Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee and POF chair 
Robert Aventajado with a combined 
force of 263 athletes. 


Also gracing the Kickoff rites were 
POC president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco, 
Philippine Sports Commission chair 
William “Butch” Ramirez and sports 
leaders from the 17 participating nation- 
al sports associations. 

“The POF provides an endgame for 
these athletes. Ifthey emerge as the best, 
they could end up as members of the na- 
tional team,” said Aventajado. 

Zamboanga Del Norte representative 
Cesar Jalosjos, House committee chair 
on youth and sports, declared the games 
open while the POF Flame was en- 
shrined by Ramirez before an estimated 
4,000 athletes and officials. 
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“We want the athletes to compete in 
an atmosphere where the Olympic tradi- 
tion is being observed,” said Aventajado. 
Football was played in the moming 
prior to the opening ceremony. 
Parafiaque whipped Quezon City, 2- 
Muntinlupa tripped Camarines Norte, 3- 
1; and Cebu thrashed Masbate, 5-1. 
Athletics, aquatics and archery will 
start on Thursday along with muay, judo 
and wrestling. The baseball gold was au- 
tomatically awarded to Misamis Orien- 
tal by forfeit. 
Chess, sepak takraw and karatedo 
will start today while gymnastics and 


Я n 1 
Tourney to remember 


for a special fan 


By Musong В. Castillo. 


proves а 
bane for 
Gomez 


By Musong R. Castillo Snooker Congress of the Philippines, introduced. 

Macky to the sport a couple of years ago, and the 
youngest of two sons of Manoling and Faye Chan 
has been hooked ever since. 

“Heis actually a sports loving person,” Faye 
said. “He follows every event he can, especially 
the PBA where he is a Purefoods fan.” 

Macky became so popular in the tournament 
thatall the players—local or foreign—knew him. 
‘And most everyone who made their way out 
ofthe venue passed by where he was situated to 

say goodbye. 

‘On Sunday night, after the pandemonium of 
the ttle match had died down, and just when it 
seemed that he would take home nothing more 
than the emotional letdown of the Gomez loss, 
the tournaments most famous female 
face—Michaela Tabb—sent him off with a better 
‘memory. She dropped by to say goodbye. 

“I wish you a lot of luck,” the gorgeous Tabb, 
the top pool and snooker referee in the world, 
told Macky. “I would certainly want to be back 
next year to talk with you again.” 

‘And the eyes dulled by the Gomez defeat li 
up, for it was clear that Macky would still have 
his tournament to remember. 


MICHAELA TABB, THAT SHAPELY BRU- 
пете from Britain, will remember the tide 
match of the 2007 World Pool Championship 
last Sunday, between eventual winner Daryl 
Peach and Filipino Roberto Gomez, for two 
very big reasons. 

“That was the rowdiest crowd (in a match) I 
have ever officiated in," Tabb, at 39, regarded 
as the top snooker and billiard referee in the 
"world, told the INQumem between puffs of 
cigarette just minutes after the showdown at 
the Araneta Coliseum walkway. 

"And I think they (local crowd) lumped on 
him too much," added Tabb, referring to how 
the predominantly Filipino gallery backed 
Gomez for more than four hours, 

“There was so much pressure on him 
(Gomez) and no player was really able to set- 
tle down out there." 

‘Tabb admitted to paying attention to two 
things—the table and the crowd—just to 
make sure that both players remained fo- 
cused. 

“I had to shout a lot out there, right in the 
very first rack. No offense (to the crowd)" 
‘Tabb said, “but he (Gomez) got all the more 
nervous after he made mistakes because he 
could really feel the (crowd's) displeasure.” 

‘Tabb said that some foreign players stil mis- 
understand the way the Filipino gallery throws 
its support loud for a local bet, especially when 
the stakes are high. 

“Some of them (foreign players) talked to 
me, because they felt that they were being ap- 
plauded after they bungle a shot or commit a 
foul,” Tabb said. "But I think your (Filipino) 
crowd is just off in its timing a bit. 

Unlike Tabb, the Filipinos obviously liked to 
forget what happened in the finals, when 
Gomez threw away one opportunity after the 


CALL HIM THE 2007 WORLD POOL CHAMPI- 
onship's No. 1 fan. 
Confined to a wheelchair, Macky Chan, а 
27-year-old paraplegic, did not let his dis- 
abilities stop him from seeing the entire 
tournament live at the Araneta Coliseum. 
Not even the series of qualifying tour- 
naments a week before. 
“Tove the game because of the ex- 
citement,” Chan told the Inquier. “Hove 
Marlon Manalo, [and] I would have 
wanted a Filipino to win.” 
io passionate is Macky in his support for 
Filipino cue artists that he broke down in 
tears—right there at table side—when Robert 
Gomez, the Filipino dubbed in pool circles as 
Superman, fell to Daryl Peach of England in. 
the championship match Sunday night. 
Macky was born with а slight case of cere- 
bral palsy that greatly limited his physical capa- 
bilities, according to his father Manoling, who 
‘accompanied his son the entire time the latter 
‘watched the tournament. 
Ernie Fajardo, the president of the Billiards and 


other to lose, 15-17. 


‘The 29-year-old nicknamed Superman ad- 


mitted to cracking up under pressure. 


‘Meantime, Gomez will have a full year to re- 


group, check his nerves and learn to respond || 


to a crowd that gives its all every time. 


THEWPC's most popular fan 
on cloud nine with the 
championship's most popular 


ASERIOUS Macky, flanked by dad Manoling (second from left, back) and mom Faye, 
femaleface. aucusToaiacnuz watches as Englishman Daryl Peach pip Roberto Gomez for the WPCcrown. jucromAuz 


‘THIS PINOY SUPERMAN, AFTER ALL, 
did not have nerves of steel. 

That, in a nutshell, sums up the na- 
tional frustration stirred by the failure 
of our top remaining bet for the World 
Pool Championship crown at the 
Araneta Coliseum on Sunday. 

‘The stinging verdict, honest and 
brutally fit, was sent by writer Rogelio 
Ordoñez, the fighting Roger О. of 
Cavite, who followed the tournament 
starting with the first break last week. 

Roberto Gomez, 29, failed in his 
greatest battle and there's no need to 
wonder why the newest RP world pool 
wonderboy felt extra bitter. 

Imagine Manny Pacquiao facing 
Eric Morales with sweaty palms and 
shaky, knocking knees in the second 
encounter of their famed trilogy. 

Pacquiao, you bet, would've been 
stopped cold right in the first round, 
no ifs, no buts. 

At least, in the case of Gomez, he 
was able to push the race-to-17 
championship mano-a-mano to the 
full distance. 

But the more important thing is 
that, contrary to common belief, 
Gomez failed not because he was less 
equipped than Daryl Peach of Eng- 
land, the winner and new champ. 


Its like this. Gomez, after enjoying 


УА 


Recah Trinidad Y 


two days of fame with his 11-0 con- 
quest of the famous Niels Feijen Friday, 
followed by chilling victories over Kuo 
Fu-cheng of Chinese-Taipei and Karl 
Boyes of England Saturday, barged into 
the finals and was hailed as the newest 
big name in world pool hereabouts. 

"There had never been anything like 
him in the RP pool firmament. 

Gomez displayed cool control that 
saw the vibrant, chesty former news- 
man from Zamboanga clearing up 
racks with almost surgical precision. 

He was simply super and there were 
suggestions Gomez could also change 
the face and accepted style of the Fil- 
ipino pool superstar. 

They were right. With his hard- 
earned surgical sharpness, Gomez 
somewhat took away the agony 
while bringing back sweet excite- 
ment for fans with his painless, often 
impeccable operation on the felt 
table. 

‘Gomez, by the way, wore a pink T- 


shirt in all his previous games in the 
tournament. 

But he suddenly showed up in 
white Sunday. 

‘Then, once in his seat, he was seen 
fumbling for something in his bag, 
maybe his amulet, before the lag. 

He was already uneasy, but it was 
only be after his first miss, the crucial 
but otherwise easy 7-ball right of the 
rail, right in the first game when it 
started to show he was suffering 
from cold feet. 

“tm depressed,” "Gomez moaned 
from the head table in the post-fight 
presscon. 

He indeed was a crumpled, wasted 
caricature of frustration, staring ab- 
sendy at the audience, wanting to sink 
and disappear. 

Grilled by newsmen like a nabbed 
criminal, Gomez at least admitted why 
all his gifts, sills and all the greatness 
in his fabulous game suddenly desert- 
ed him in the biggest moment of his ca- 
reer. 

He said he suffered from an attack of 
jitters, period. 

In short, he had been shaking in his 
shoes all throughout, an ugly, shameful 
fact which he tried to hide by breathing 
hard and licking his dry ips. 

Unfortunately for Gomez, his ner- 
vousness spilled openly onto the pool 


Nervous Superman beats himself 


table, with the whole world watching. 

There was his extremely hopeful na- 
tion to cheer and pray for him. 

But all Gomez could give back was 
the agony caused by his uncharacteris- 
tic display of shallowness during the 
‘well-attended championship. 

‘Well, in this shameful setback, the 
spectator had had to be in the loser’s 
shaking shoes to understand the bit- 
ter dilemma. 

Itcould happen to the best and the 
greatest. 

“ts a first thing for me. I've never 
gone this far in a tournament, I feel 
bad because I wanted to win it for 
everybody" Gomez explained trying 
to hold back tears. 

Tes odd but skinhead Peach, the 
eventual winner from Blackpool in 
England, would himself pay tribute 
to Gomez's superior skills. 

In fact, Gomez would also claim 
that he did not necessarily lose to a 
better player 

Не fumbled, shook, rattled and 
fell, a Superman suddenly reduced. 
to a Popeye missing his can of 
spinach, a victim of big, unfounded 
fears. 

There was nothing and nobody to 
threaten him in the championship. 

Gomez lost to his nervous, weaker 
self. 


World squad 
takes 5-1 edge 
over RP bets 


CALAPAN CITY— 

Rodney Morris and 

Karl Boyes hurdled 

their respective Fil- 

ipino rivals yesterday 

to lift the World Team. 

to a 5-1 lead at the 

start of the Kabayan 

San Miguel Beer 

"World 9-Ball Chal- 

lenge at the Filipini- 

й ana Hotel yesterday. 

pro Тһе 25-year-old 

O:Meredraw Boyes, who hais 

from Blackpool, England, and a semifinalist in 

the recent 2007 Philippine World Pool Cham- 

pionships, crushed Antonio Gabica, 7-3, while 

the 35-year-old Morris, a native of Hawaii, 
beat 2006 WPC winner Ronnie Alcano, 6-4. 

Marlon Manalo had a chance to salvage a 
win for the host country but Marcus Chamat 
rallied to forge a 5-5 draw, giving the Swede's 
Restof the World team a 5-1 lead. 

Still battling at press time were Scott Hig- 
gins against Gandy Valle and Darren Appleton 
‘opposite Jeffrey de Luna. 

‘The format calls for World players to tangle 
with theirlocal counterparts in 10-rack match- 
es with a win worth two points and a draw one 
point. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
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More petroleum price hikes comin 


Average increase expected at P3-P3.50 a liter 


By Abigail L. Ho 


P4.5B for projects /B2 
Strong peso hrings 
little change /B4 

DOF seeks to limit 
perks for Japan, 

US firms /B5 


GDP (PPP US$) per capita, 1980-2006 


ing weeks. 

Ina briefing yesterday, Consumer 
and Oil Price Watch chair Raul Con- 
cepcion said oil firms could stil 
raise pump prices by P4 a liter this 
month. 

Following the P1-a-liter increase 
in gasoline and kerosene prices and 
the 50-centavos- ter adjustment 
in diesel prices during the weekend, 
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MOTORISTS WILL HAVE ONE LESS REASON TO RE- 
joice this coming holiday season as fuel prices are ex- 
pected to go up by as much P3-P3.50 a liter in the com- 


motorists could expect further 
pump price hikes of between P3 
and P3.50 a liter. 

To help mitigate the impact of 
these expected pump price increas- 
es, he said the government, through 
Petron Corp., could explore the pos- 
sibility of selling fuel to jeepney op- 
erators at wholesale prices. 


“petron is the only one that can 
do that since it's the only local oil 
firm. All the rest have foreign prin- 
cipals. Maybe Petron can sell to 
jeepney operators at wholesale 
prices, but they should pay for this. 
in cash," he said. 

Another way to cushion the im- 
pact of high oil prices was to turn to 
other fuel sources, particularly nat- 
ural gas, he said. 

“We should build a common (nat- 
ural gas) pipeline, which could be 
used by a number of entities in the 
industry, But everyone who would 
use it should pay a certain fee. This 
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Agency eyes improved 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
(Conclusion) 


poor perfor- 


mance in vari- 


ous international competitiveness 


surveys has alarmed both 
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RP ranking by 2010 


public and private sectors, al- 
though the urgency seems to be 
felt more by the latter than the 
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Stocks slump 2.3% 


SHARE PRICES PLUNGED 2.3 PERCENT 
yesterday, dragged down by a selloff on 
Wall Street on worries over a widening 
credit crisis, dealers said. 
Shares fell across the board, with im- 
proved earnings overshadowed by con- 
STOCKS/B4. 
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Prince C 


THENEWS THAT PRINCE CHARLES 
had stepped down caused the Queen 
of England, Elizabeth П, great dis- 
tress. Her son is heir to the throne 
and although he has been waiting (ог 
decades, he has never asked his 
mother to resign and has shown little 
interest in being King. Happily, it was 

a reporters error. It was Charles 

Prince who stepped down as chair 

and CEO of Citigroup after announc- 

ing a $6-billion loss on subprime 

mortgages and warned that it might 
be necessary to write off another $11 
billion. 

Т“ The therapy has done me good. 
ZMy leg is better but I still cannot 
7 walk very far without backache. Itis 

"е exercises I have to do that are 
killing me. I have to pull my left leg 
around the back of my neck to 
touch my right ear and I have to do 
it 30 times every morning. Babies 
and practitioners of yoga can do 
this easily but I cannot. On one oc- 
casion, I had to be taken to the 
emergency ward to be untied. 
On Halloween, I went out to din- 
ner with the boys to a French 
темашапг and got home later than 
‘usual. Waiting for me behind the 
7door was my wife holding a broom- 
‘stick. Quick as a flash, I asked, “Are 
you cleaning the house or flying off 

‘somewhere?” 

7^ Before the subprime mortgage 
losses surfaced, I have never had any 
“difficulty predicting the tops and bot- 
«tms of each cycle. I made some sen- 
-Zàational SELL signal calls in May 2006 
“and 2007, which were followed im- 
Zmediately by huge falls, due to the 
tisk factor reaching its maximum of 
400 each time. However, in the last 
„three months Wall Street's behavior 
аз become chaotic and the risk factor 
i$ moving around in an unpredictable 
manner. One day, the DOW drops 360 
‘points, next day it recovers partially 
‘then falls another 260 points, as fur- 

"her subprime mortgage losses are 
announced. This will continue well 

nto next year and bad news will be 
-tánnounced continuously by various 
“banks throughout the world. Nobody 

‘knows the extent of the global losses 
[о markets will remain volatile. 

Bernanke faced an unusually hos- 

tile Senate with one female senator 

, holding him responsible for the val- 
‘ue of her house declining from $1 
million to $700,000. He kept his 
cool but I would have told her that 

; е job of the FED is to control the 
money supply, adjust interest rates 


Ron Nathan 


and lastly to prevent a recession, not. 
to keep track of the senator's house. 

He admitted that financial market 
strains and volatility have persisted. 
Incoming information on the perfor- 
mance of mortgage-related assets 
have intensified investors’ concerns 
about credit market developments 
and the implications of the downturn 
in the housing market for economic 
growth. He also expressed concern 
that the rise in energy prices (oil at 
$97 a barrel) could lead to both high- 
er inflation and weaker levels of eco- 
nomic growth. In addition, further 
sharp increases in crude oil prices has 
put renewed upward pressure on in- 
flation, and imposed further restraint 
‘on economic activity. 

The future market is almost unani- 
mous їп expecting another interest- 
rate cut in December, but I think their 
opinion is preemptive. Before mak- 
ing any decision, Bernanke will have 
another six weeks of data. He will 
know whether the number of jobs 
created in October was really 
168,000 and he will also have the un- 
revised figures for November. Since 
the rate cut, there has been a slew of 
negative news. As already indicated, 
Citigroup might write off $17 billion 
and Morgan Stanley announced it 
would take a $3.7-billion loss in the 
fourth quarter due to mortgage-re- 
lated losses. AIG reported lower- 
than-expected profits, due to debt-re- 
lated instruments gone sour. 

With a substantial part of the S&P 
500 companies already submitting 
their third quarter results, it looks 
as if there might be zero growth 
year-on-year. These compare to 
double-digit growth every quarter 
for the past five years so there is no 
doubt that the economy is slowing. 
Because the financial companies re- 
ported first, the final result might 
be a little better. 

As the dollar sinks beneath the 
waves like the Titanic, investors 
have been turning to other curren- 
cies like the euro, the pound, the 
Canadian, Australian and Singa- 
pore dollars, all at 10- to 50-year 
highs. Apart from a large federal 
deficit to finance the war with Iraq 
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costing $285 million a day, there is 
a trade gap averaging nearly $60 
billion a month, half of it with Chi- 
па. The weak dollar keeps down the 
price of oil and imports, while at the 
‘same time making exports more at- 
tractive. So the government is not 
unhappy about the weak dollar, re- 
gardless of how it pretends. The 
S&P 500 index has risen 35 percent 
during the five-year period in which 
the dollar has been declining so the 
two are not connected. 

"Warren Buffet, Jim Rogers and 
other financial gurus have aban- 
doned the dollar and have switched 
into the yuan, gold and a number of 
commodities, hard and soft. They 
have also moved their money into 
the emerging markets but appear to 
have forgotten the Philippines. 
Over the last three weeks, foreign 
selling has averaged P500 million, 
with P2.8 billion one day due to 
block sales of FGEN and TEL and 
P800 million last Friday. This sell- 
ing should weaken the peso but our 
currency is the strongest in Asia, 
having strengthened from 56 to 
42.80. Presumably, this is due to 
record remittances from OFWs. 

Investors had better keep on eye 
оп China, which is trying to slow its 
booming economy. The central bank 
increased bank deposits for the 
ninth time this year to take liquidity 
out of the system but the banks are 
still lending at record levels. They 
have also raised the bank rate five 
times and might continue, as infla- 
tion has surged to 6.2 percent, twice 
the bank's target. China is in its fifth 
year of double-digit growth and this 
is being fueled by vast funds flowing 
into factory investment, real estate 
and the stock market, which has 
quadrupled this year. Unless this is 
brought under control, bubbles will 
occur in various sectors. 

‘Years ago, China bought parts and 
assembled them just as we do but 
manufactured only 10-20 percent. 
Today, with factories rising every- 
where, they import and manufac- 
ture 80-90 percent of their exports. 
‘This renders them less vulnerable to 
‘export dependency but at the same 
time makes them a greater threat to 
other Asian countries. Nobody in- 
vests seriously in factories here be- 
cause of bureaucracy corruption 
and poor infrastructure. I do not 
foresee any significant change in the 
near future. A gradual revaluation of 
the yuan is essential both for China, 
‘America and the rest of the world. 


Vista Land allots P4.5B for projects 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


‘VISTA LAND AND LIFESCAPES 
"inc, the country’s biggest home- 
builder led by the family of Senate. 
President Manuel Villar, is spending 
P4.5 billion for the initial phases of 
new projects that are expected to 
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generate P15.7 billion in sales start- 
ing 2008. 

In a briefing yesterday, Vista 
Land president — Benjamarie 
Therese Serrano said bulk of the 
budget would go to its high-end 
luxury homes brand Brittany and 
middle market housing brand 
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Crown Asia. 

The companys projects in- 
clude a 195-unit condominium 
project dubbed KL Mosaic in 
Legaspi Village, Makati City; a 
3.l-hectare mixed-use develop- 
ment in Quezon City, two leisure 
homes development in Boracay 
and Cebu; an expansion of its 
Cerritos housing project dubbed 
Cerritos П (six hectares) in Cavite 
under its affordable Camella 
Homes brand; a second building 
of its low-rise residential condo- 
minium in Taguig City (809 
units) called Pacific Residences 

ürst high-rise condominium in 
Makati under the Crown Asia 
brand in Salcedo Village, and 
Ponticelli П, an expansion of its 
fastest selling residential enclave. 
in Cavite. 

Under its low-cost business unit 
Communities Philippines, which of- 
fers residential properties outside 
of Mega Manila, Vista Land is also 
launching this month two new 
housing communities in Baliuag, 
Bulacan (12.7 hectares) and in Na- 
ga, Camarines Sur (13 hectares). 
Mega Manila is Metro Manila and 
the neighboring provinces of 
Cavite, Laguna, Rizal, Batangas and 
Bulacan. 

Real estate revenues from its af- 
fordable housing subsidiaries C&P 
Homes and Communities Philip- 
pines, as well as one-time gains 
from a restructuring 
of C&P Homes debt 
have jacked up the 
companys net in- 
come in the first 
nine months by 
166.7 percent to 
P2.7 billion from P1 
billion a year ago. 

Real estate sales 
revenues grew to 
P6.2 billion, from 
P4.5 billion in the 
same period last 
year. 

A gain of roughly 
P1.07 billion was 
booked from the re- 
structuring of C&P 
Homes’ floating rate 
notes. 
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Despite low Aug. figure, 8-mo net FDI flow up 26% 


1 1 than the $176 million plowed back come available, the central bank ‘The Philippines’ gross domestic 
Manufacturing, services sectors get эталону "id product (GBD) whieh sums up al 
The BSP noted, however, that “A key reason for the strong eco- the goods and services produced in 


bulk of foreign direct investments the data for 2007 covered only nomic growth in Asia in the first a given period, grew at its fastest 


the reinvested earnings of local half of 2007, despite the slowdown расе in 20 years in the first 
banks. Reinvested earnings of inexports, was the strong growth in semester. The second quarter GDP 


By Doris C. Dumlao producers of electronics, health and chemi- nonbank enterprises will be investments, Japanese brokerage growth was recorded at 7.5 percent 
fal products, food, automotive sensors and recorded when data from finan- giant Nomura Securities said in a following a revised 7.1 percent ex- 
THE PHILIPPINES REGISTERED $1.7 BIL- decorative crafts obtained the biggest share cial statements of companies be- recent report. pansion in the first quarter. 


lion in net foreign direct investments of fresh investments. 
(Ері) inthe first eightmonths, upby about ^ International courier, information tech- 
26.2 percent year-on-year. nology development and multimedia ser- 
Tor August alone, however, the net FDI vice providers were the biggest recipients 
dropped 80 percent from year ago and among the services sectors. 
nearly 82 percent from July to $77 million, In the meantime, the other capital ac- 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas data showed. ^ count—composed of intercompany lending 
Investors were jittery in August as more fi- between foreign direct investors and their sub- 
nancial institutions admitted they were hit sidiaries or affiliates in the Philip- 
hard by a slowing US mortgage market, send- pines—recorded a $25-million net inflow from 
ing equity markets tumbling across the globe. January to August 2007. This was, however, 
During the first eight months last year, lower than the year-ago level by more than 
the net FDI amounted to $1.4 billion. two-thirds due to repayment of loans made by 
Unlike portfolio investments which are subsidiaries to their parent companies. 
more volatile, FDIs represent investments in The reinvested earnings account, while 
bricks-and-mortar businesses that are usually minimal, also posted a net inflow of $21 
capital- and labor-intensive. They are consid- million for the eight-month period, lower 
егей the least volatile form of financial flows. 
‘The BSP reported that net equity infusion 


during the first eight months of this year |? D-8 0 LO PONE 
more than doubled from a year ago, with the PAY ROLL 
bulk of the investments going into manufac- X 
a ces onden mingels. OOF UI МАУ AIRE : GIFT 
tate, financial intermediation and agricultur- е А 
i indestes. The biggest investments came EB medie RM DEPOSIT = CERTIFICATE 
from the United States, Japan, Singapore, Meade 
South Korea, Hong Kong and Germany. 
In manufacturing, the BSP reported that 
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Entrepreneur 
awards winners 
known tonight [И ЕУ” vei! 


oil Pro is Fully integrated —— 
ANAGRICULTURAL president — Francis Mustard Seod Time 
equipment maker, a Estrada, and Univer- Дык \ эй per company 
duck raiser, а siyofthe Philippines моставр BRETT ES ETE 
junkshop operator, associate professor Mila METTE d 
a dried fish produc- Manuel Esguerra. beum ——— Salos p masedaysiama com 
е, а vegetable 
grower, a furniture 
maker, a baker, a na- 
tive delicacy maker 
and a balut produc- 
er—they are the fi- 
nalists in tonights 
search for the Citi 
Microentrepreneur 
of the Year Awards. 

Now on is Sth 
year, the search for 
the most outstanding 
microentrepreneurs 
across the county 
culminates tonight in ^ ае 
the awarding cere- Serving the Filipino since 1960 
monies to be held аг 
the Metropolitan Mu- www Jrs-express.com 
seum, BSP Complex. 
The program, funded 
by Cii Foundation 
and implemented lo- 
cally by Citi Philip- 
pines in partnership 
with the  Microfi- 
nance Council of the 
Philippines and the 
Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, honors Fil- 
ipino | microen- 
trepreneurs who 
serve as shining ex- 
amples of how digni- 
ty creativity and hard 
work can transform 
and uplift the quality 
of lives. The annual 
search has helped 
create awareness and 
attract support for 
microfinancing, а 
Jong-term solution to 
the problem of pover- 
tyin the county. 

The selection of 
winners rests in the 
hands of the Citi Mi- 
croentrepreneur 
Awards board of 
judges composed of 
BSP Governor Aman- 
do M. Tetangco, Jr. 
(chair), Citi country 
officer Sanjiv Vohra 
(co-chair), — former 
Monetary Board 
member Antonino 
Alindogan Jr, SM In- 
vestments Corp vice 
chair Tessie Sy.Co- 
son, Ayala Corp. 
president Fernando 
Zobel de Ayala, JG 
Summit Holdings (^ з 
president Lance 'monihiy amortization for as low as P45,000 00; 
Gokongwei, RFM Į * Down payment schemes for as low as P649,000.00. 


president and Presi Every Audi purchase comes with a luggage set from the Exclusive Audi Lifestyle Selection: 
dential Adviser for | 


{ Audi Financial Services in pannererio win ESE) ш 


From the Ivatans of Batanes 


in this Season of giving, it is much more 
to the Tawi-tawians of Tawi-tawi 


exciting to receive. 


Receive free Gift Certificates from Rustan's or SM worth 300.00 by opening 
а new account with a minimum of P 100,000.00 or making an additional deposit 
of the same amount to your existing account starting October 18, 2007 up 
to April 18, 2008. The bigger your deposit, the more Gift Certificates you will 
receive! You may call our Phone Banking Hotline at 830 1111 or visit 
any Standard Chartered Branch near you for more details. 


Unites the Filipino 
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‘See Promo flyers for details. 


Standard 
Chartered e 


High Performance Banking 
‘ww standardcnariered солур 


Bajing 2008 Oficial Premium Automobile 
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one, you deserve it. 


Entrepreneurship s, 
Jose Concepcion Ш, А appleatons are subject to bank approval pA 
Inquirer chair Marixi ‘Audi Center Philippines, PGA Cars Audi Building, 201 EDSA Mandaluyong City. Call 7270145 Ae [Р 

Rufino-Prieto, Citi re- £e E 
gional representative Par DTI NOR perm WAB0BE! saris of 2007. Promo wid kom October 18 to Моите 30, 2007. sewer ЕД 


Stacey Morse, AIM 


POWERFUL PEOPLE IN THE GOVERN- 
ment, holding sway over multibillion- 
peso deals such as the ZTE contract, are. 
scheduled to tackle today another explo- 
sive issue. 

Tt concerns a mass transport project 
known as МЕТ, started some seven 
years ago. It is in today's agenda of the 
Neda Board, chaired by the Lola at the 
Palace. 

In business, you see, they think that this 
administration is simply dilly-dallying 
with the approval of that $1.2-billion pro- 
jectin the northem part of Metro Manila. 

Three months ago, Transportation 
and Communications Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza endorsed the project to the 
Neda Board. 

That means that the project already 
passed the scrutiny of the DOTC, which is 
the country's highest transport authority. 

Tt should now be awarded to the pro- 
ponent, the Universal LRT Corp. ог 
ULC, the same group behind the LRT-1 
and MRE3 projects. 

Mendoza awarded the BOT contract 
to ULC, because no other group submit- 
ted a counter offer in a “Swiss chal- 
lenge.” 

‘The project now only needs the Neda 
Board's approval for the next stage, the 
tedious process known as “financial 
closing," which may take a year, if you're 
lucky. 

Thus, as things go, construction of the 


Strong peso brings little change 


Currency s recent gains have small bearing 
on the lives of 50M Filipinos, SWS reports 


‘Corn production 
expected to hit 
.6.7AMT in '07 


LOCAL CORN PRODUCTION IS ESTIMATED 
to hit 6.74 million metric tons this year, as 
„farmers allot more areas for the planting of 
‘com, while using technology to increase their 
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Mass transit woes 
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‘mass railway can only start by 2009. If it 
does, the MRT line can start running by 
2012. 

We needed it 20 years ago when traf- 

fic was already bad. Today it has be- 
‘come unbearable! 
THE only obstacle to the final approval by 
the Neda Board is the issue on additional 
performance bond of 10 percent of the to- 
tal project cost. Or about $120 million! 

‘The board imposed such a require- 
ment on ULC only last September. 

In other words, the last minute impo- 
sition came about only after the DOTC 
already awarded the BOT project to ULC 
after the Swiss challenge. 

So, ULC argued that the new condi- 
tion would jeopardize funding for the 
project. It offered alternative schemes 
instead, such as promising to the gov- 
ernment part of the earnings from the 
real estate component of the venture. 

‘The Neda Board has yet to decide on 
the ULC proposals. As things stand, the 
project is still suffering from paralysis. 
Uh oh, more traffic! 


By Kate Pedroso 
Inquirer Research 


FOR ABOUT TEN MILLION FILIPINO FAMI- 
lies—or about 57 percent of the popula- 
tion—the recent gains of the peso against the 
US dollar have not changed their well-being, 
according to a recent survey by the Social 


THE line stretches from SM North in 
Quezon City, passing through Common- 
wealth and Quirino Avenues, all the way 
to San Jose del Monte in Bulacan. 

Part of the project is a 22-kilometer 
highway, connecting the railway to the 
North Luzon Expressway in Bulacan. 

Based on the BOT proposal, some $2 
billion will also be invested in real estate 
projects at the terminal in San Jose del 
Monte. 

ULC also claims that, this early, busi- 
ness process outsourcing (BPO) firms 
wantto set up call-centers in Bulacan. 

Well, the line can serve about 850,000 
passengers a day. 

That's a lot of people who do not have 
to take their cars to work to clog up all 
the thoroughfares in the metropolis 
night and day, rain or shine. 

Tmean, what are we waiting for? 

AS of the third quarter of the year, the 
mid-sized Security Bank beat all other 
banks in terms of ROE, or retur on eq- 
шу. 

И net income of P1.83 billion in Jan- 
wary to September, up 36 percent from 
last year’s, yielded а 20 percent ROE—the 
highest in the industry for the period. 

‘Not only that, Security Bank ranked 
No. 1 seller for RP bonds in a survey by 
the foreign magazine called The Asset. 

‘The bank will receive the award next 


“While majority of families say their 
well-being has not changed much, the net 
effect of the stronger peso is negative in all 
areas and classes,” SWS said in a statement 


released yesterday. 


The net effect is the difference between 
those who said they were better off now, 
and those who said they were better off be- 


week during the magazine's second an- 
nual Asian bond markets summit. 

During the affair, Security Bank's Alan 
Atienza, will be recognized as one of the 
top local traders and salespersons of the 
Philippines. 

But anyway, just how did Security Bank 
do it? Well, based on its published finan- 
cial statements, the biggest contributor to 
income was its loan portfolio, which went 
up to P423 billion and provided a hefty 
interest income of P 3.4 billion. 

According to Alberto Villarosa, presi- 
dent and CEO, the bank really set out to 
build up its loan portíolio (okay, quality 
loans) by cultivating winners among its 
customers over the last few years. 

And those same customers (mostly 
small- and medium-size companies) gen- 
erated additional income for the bank, 
other than interests on loans. Fee based 
income of the bank reached P2.1 billion. 

In effect, the “other income" offset the 
drop in its foreign exchange gains, as a 
result of the appreciation of the peso 
against the dollar. 

For stock market investors, the bank’s 
performance means that earnings per 
share went up to P5.56, against P4.11 
lastyear. 

Which actually explains the 16-per- 
cent increase in the bank's share price 
from P65.50 per share last year to 
P76.00 per share today. 

I mean, really, 16 percent is 16 per- 
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cent! Much better than the interest eam- 
ings on bank deposits, right? 

THE supposed “death threat” received 
by Ricky and Pia Avancefia, who were 
said to have fled to Europe fearing for 
their lives, was a bit of an embellish- 
ment, according to the group that re- 
portedly issued the threat. 

‘The group is made up of young peo- 
ple who invested in a mobile phone ser- 
vice provider, selling ring tones and such 
to subscribers. 

Pia is the daughter of the late Senator 
Raul Roco, while Ricky is the grandson 
of former President Manuel Quezon. 

Pia also used to work for the group. Re- 
ports had it that she discovered anomalies 
in the firm, particularly its practice of forc- 
ing ring tones on cell phone subscribers. 

‘After she resigned, she filed cases 
with the National Telecommunications 
‘Commission against her former employ- 
er. Reports said that the couple then 
started receiving death threats. 

But the group denied the claim. It 
even said that they actually were about 
to file a case against Pia for using the 
company credit card for trips abroad 
without authority. 

1 heard that Pia's mother, senatorial 
candidate Sonia Roco, also sat down 
with the group to thresh out the issues. 

By the way, the NTC also dismissed the 
complaints against the group. Hmmm... 


ration in Cebu. 
In a statement, 


Government support 
for fishermen sought 


By Amy R. Remo ers represent the total num- 
ber of registered fishers in the 
ANONGOVERNMENTORGA- municipalities of Aloguinsan 


nization has asked the govern- 
ment to compensate fishers 
who will be affected by a ban 
оп fishing activities during the 
conduct of oil and gas explo- 


Arsenio 
Tanchuling, executive direc- 


and Pinamungajan. 

Tanchuling explained that, 
based on a recent study made 
by Tambuyog, the two munic- 
ipalities have an aggregate 
yearly fishing revenue of 
about P95 million. 

“The opportunity cost of a 


‘Weather Stations. fore. " 

н “3 f! Develop- two- ban wot 

‘yields. d ‘iso, about one in every three, oraround Те survey found about 3 million fami- | Paent hat E ae n ihe n 
Last year, com production had reached 6.08 5 million families (30 percent), say they are Нез (17 percent) have at least one family | pan be ирей by the мо 600 per fisher” he sad. 

million metric tons. wil T L 


better off before the peso gained strength 
and averaged to about 45 against the dollar 
this year, the SWS reported. 

Only about 2 million families (13 per- 
cent) say they are better off now with the 
peso's strong performance, the Third Quar- 
ter Social Weather Survey found. 

On the average, each family or house- 
hold is composed of 5 members. 


member currently working abroad. Of this 
number, nearly one in every two families 
(45 percent) said their family's well-being 
has not changed with the strengthening of 
the peso, 37 percent said they were better 
off before, while 18 percent said they were 
better off now. The results yielded a net ef- 
fect of -18. 

“There are relatively more OFWs among 


‘According to Rosalie Ellasus, president of 
+ Philippine Maize Federation, the estimates are 
highly possible given good weather conditions. 
The farmers have already found 150,000 
hectares of additional land, which they plan to 
-use for com, Ellasus said in an interview. 
As of the first half of the year, there are 
74,144 hectares of land planted to com. 


Japan Petroleum Exploration 
Company for two months. 
During that time, the firm will 
be conducting exploration 
covering seven square kilome- 
ters in the Tafion Strait. 

“The area covers the municipal 
waters of Aloguinsan and Pina- 


He also pointed out that this 
amount does not yet take into 
account the cost that may en- 
sue from accidents, like oil 
spills, from the exploration site 

“although not likely, a major 
ой spill could affect ће whole 
Tañon Strait, including the 
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hectare, while the usual variety would yield 
‘only 4.5 MT a hectare. 

«t Although seeds of Bt com are more expen- 
Sive, Ellasus stressed that, by using these vari- 
eties, you cut back on your production costs by 
at least 15 percent, given the high costs of fer- 
tilizers, inoculants and labor. 

‘Abag of ordinary kernels would cost as much 
as P3,000, while those of Bt com may range 
from P4,600 to P6,000 a bag. But the yields 
more than make up for the cost, she added. 

“We need this technology if we want to in- 
crease yields ... com now is very expensive,” 
she said. 

Bllasus said the landed prices of com had 
shot up to at least P16 a kilo, due to a huge de- 
mand worldwide from the biofuels industry 

AmyR. Remo 


seven years at the time. It has recently 
breached the crucial 43-to-$1 "psychologi- 
cal barrier,” when it surged to a new seven- 
year high on Friday, closing at P42.795. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


EXPORTS OF PHILIPPINE FISHERY 
products to the European Union has 
dropped by about 50 percent from 
2004 because of the exporters’ failure 
to comply with stricter food safety re- 
quirements imposed by EU member 
countries. 

‘The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 


Resources (BEAR) said there are now 
only 51 companies exporting fishery 
products to the ЕШ—а drastic decline 
from the 98 trading firms in 2004. 
Consuelo Baltazar chief of the 
BFAR's certification department, told 
reporters that the decline in the num- 
ber of exporters had partly to do with 
the EU members’ imposition of more 
stringent importation requirements. 


into random samples of 300 each in Metro 
Manila, the rest of Luzon, Visayas and Min- 
danao. The survey has a margin of error of 
plus-or-minus 3 percentage points. 


Exports of fish products to EU drastically drop by 50% 


Tanchuling complained. 


affected fishers in the area,” 


He said that the 1,500 fish- 


fishers, in case the gas field is 
found to be viable for commer- 
cial production, he added. 


Effective Jan. 1, 2006, Baltazar 
said, the EU has provided tighter 
“traceability” and other food safety 
requirements to ensure that products 
coming from the Philippines do not 
contain health hazards. 

“Traceability” refers to the capacity 
of exporters to determine the detailed 
composition of the raw materials 
used in their products. 


"Some Of those that were removed 
from the list of accredited exporters 
are reapplying and are trying to meet 
the requirements," Baltazar said yes- 
terday. 

In 2004, marine products exported 
to the EU amounted to $43.549 mil- 
lion. Officials said that the amount 
had dropped by a double-digit level 
by the end of 2006. 


Agency eyes improved RP ranking by 2010 


Züveness Council (NCC), its co-chair 
“Cesar B. Bautista pointed out that the 
hilippines ranked 49th out of 61 
-eonomies in the World Competitive- 
дезо Yearbook of the Switzerland- 
zbased IMD business school. 

It also ranked 126th out of 175 
vuntries examined by the Internation- 
^al Finance Corp.'s "Doing Business” 

Survey and 71th out of 131 economies 
Zhi the Global Competitiveness Report 
+ of the World Economic Forum. 

i Behind these weak numbers is the re- 

Тау that the country continues to face 
Тап uphill struggle to improve the local 

-geonomy and the lives of Filipinos. 

“The challenge is not merely to im- 
prove ratings, but to create a better 
environment for business and our 
people," Bautista said. 

+ Last year, President Macapagal-Ar- 

“royo created the NCC, which brought 

srogether representatives of the pri- 
‘vate and public sectors in an effort to 

Arrest the country's slide in world 

competitiveness rankings. 

_ Its goals were to help create a com- 
‘petitive Philippines by 2010, instill a 
culture of excellence in the country 
‘and use so-called public-private part- 
"nerships (PPP) as the country’s devel- 
‘opment engine. 

‘These goals are no less lofty when 
“translated in tangible terms. 

"We want the country to rank in the 
op third of all major international 


surveys by 2010, from our present po- 
sition of being in the bottom third,” 
NCC executive director Virgilio Ful- 
gencio said in an interview. 


Difficult task 

The task is no walk in the park, 
however, and there have been many 
large-scale efforts over the last few 
decades—initiated by both the public 
and private sectors—to remedy the 
country's chronic problem. 

According to the latest survey of 
the Makati Business Club (MBC) соп- 
ducted for the World Economic Fo- 
rum, the country rates poorly in the 
competitiveness of its institutions and 
infrastrucrure, with only macroeco- 
nomic stability as its saving grace. 

“We're talking about our low infla- 
tion rate and low interest rates which 
should basically be credited to the BSP 
(Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas),” MBC 
senior research associate Michael 
Mundo said in an interview. “We're 
very strong in that department.” 

‘The same survey revealed that 
businessmen were also worried about 
policy instability, an inefficient gov- 
ernment bureaucracy, government in- 
stability and coup attempts and tax 
rates and regulations, among others. 

Given the urgent problems in many 
sectors that make up the overall com- 
petitiveness picture, the task facing 
the NCC seems daunting. 


The group's priorities, however, are 
centered on medium- and long-term 
solutions to buttress the country’s 
strength as a service economy. 

“We are focused on human resource 
development,” Fulgencio said. “We 
‘want to improve basic education like 
English, science and math proficiency” 

He noted that no less than the De- 
partment of Education is alarmed by 
the falling test scores of public school 
students in these fields, all of which 
are critical to retaining the country's 
traditional strength in the service in- 
dustries. 


2010 target 

The NC's program calls for a 30- 
percent score improvement in these 
fields by 2010, the implementation of 


From page BI 


teacher support programs to promote 
the profession and student nutrition 
programs. 

“Education is an important field be- 
cause our strength in services is 
founded on this,” Fulgencio said. 

Other aspects that the NCC wants 
to focus on is effective access to fi- 
nancing for small and medium enter- 
prises, effective public and private 
‘sector management, improved trans- 
action costs and flows, a seamless in- 
frastructure network, and energy cost 
competitiveness and sufficiency. 

For sure, the NCC's game plan is 
not lacking in boldness, given the fail- 
ure or similar efforts in the past. 

“It is ambitious, but it is doable,” 
Fulgencio said. "My bold prediction is 
that we're already on our way up.” 


More petroleum price ... ree 


pipeline should bring gas to the high- 
way in Bifian (Laguna) where Shell's 
refilling station is, and eventually to 
Metro Manila," he added. 

According to data from the Depart- 
ment of Energy, as of Nov. 9, the re- 
gional benchmark Dubai crude aver- 
aged $86.47 a barrel from only 
$77.12 last month. 

The price of unleaded gasoline 
based on the Mean of Platts Singa- 
pore (MOPS) benchmark for refined 
petroleum products soared to an av- 


erage of $99.23 a barrel in the first. 
nine days of the month from the Octo- 
ber average of $88.71. 

MOPS-based diesel likewise sky- 
rocketed to an average of $109.01 a 
barrel in the Nov. 1-9 period, up from 
an average of $95.47 in October. 

Prices of premium unleaded gaso- 
line now ranged between P41.65 and 
Р44.68 a liter, of diesel between 
P3443 and P3745 a liter, and of 
kerosene between P39.15 and P40.91 
aliter. 


П 


Stocks ... een 


cerns about the conditions of the US econo- 
my the biggest market for Philippine 
goods, they said. 

The composite index fell 85.29 points to 
3,618.37, off a low of 3,608.16, on volume 
of 4.2 billion shares worth P4.5 billion. 

Decliners overwhelmed advancers 125 
toeight, while 24 stocks were flat. 

It was the index's second big drop in less 
than a week after last Thursday's 96.16- 
point slump. 

The Dow Jones industrial average fell 
more'than 220 points Friday after major US 
banks—Bank of America, JPMorgan Chase 
and Wachovia—all warned they might 
book further losses in the fourth quarter 
from subprime mortgages. 

“Cautious trading is expected to continue 
although investors are increasingly hopeful 
that the central bank will further cut inter: 
est rates on Thursday,” said Lawrence de 
Leon at Accord Capital Equities. 

‘The BSP is now widely seen to be biased 
to cut key interest rates further, with 
economists expecting a quarter-percent- 
age-point cut at Thursday's policy meeting. 

“This appears to be the most opportune 
time for the central bank to deliver its sec 
ond—and we think its last—25-basis-point 
rate cut, taking the overnight borrowing rate 
to 5.50 percent,” DBS Bank said in a note. 

“Once again, as was the case with the sur 
prise cut at the previous meeting on Oct. 4. 
the need to temper the pesos apprecia 
tion—via a reduction in the dollar-peso yield 
spread—will probably be the main motiva. 
tion,” the Singapore-based bank said. AFP 
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DOF seeks to limit perks for Japan, US firms 


LGU funds to be tapped Removal of income tax holidays recommended 


: By Michelle V Remo that can avail themselves of incentives. It said would locate in the poorest provinces in the 
for educational incentives should be given only to firms that country and to those that are export-oriented. 
THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 15 PUSH- 
ING for the removal of income tax holidays 


system reform lans from the package of incentives granted to 
у р American and Japanese firms operating in U nderst an а 


By Ronnel W. Domingo rooms,” he said. A finance official said the granting of in- 
De Guzman also said the NCC соте tax holidays to American and Japanese 
THENATIONALCOMPETITIVE- working group was considering companies was not prudent because the taxes 
mess Council is urging local gov- е expansion ofthe countrys pre- they were spared from paying here were being tren san 
ernments to pitch in P17 billion school program to improve the collected by their respective governments, 
a year for efforts to reform the children'sreadinessforschooland “There is no tax sparing in the United 
country’s educational system. reduce drop-outs in the first three States and Japan. If they (American and е 
Emerico de Guzman, the yearsofelementary education. Japanese firms) don't pay income taxes here, time our 
NCC champion in charge of hu- Не said the group was also then they are made to pay those taxes abroad 
man resources, said the govern- pushing for the strengthening of (their home countries). The (Philippine) gov- 
ment and its private sector part- the technical-vocational and en- ernment might as well remove their ITH priv. Ш 
ners were looking for ways to trepreneurshipcomponents of the ileges,' the finance official told reporters. “investing in the Stock Market Today" 
пете funde Кош LGUs to sup. high school curriculum, particu: This issue was taken into account in the investments. erage hake 
port the proposed enhancement larly іп industrial arts subjects. proposed rationalization of fiscal incen- аы 22 onl Eo Seer 
ofthe basic education track and ^ Last October, NCC co-chair tives. The government will generate more Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
its extension by two years. Cesar B. Bautista, who repre- revenues if unnecessary fiscal incentives n pi R 
This is hoped to Bring the do- sents the private sector in the are withdrawn, he added. Learn to invest successfully Introduction to Technical Analysis” 
mestic education system at par council, said promotion of the American firms account for about 30 per- in the stock market. PSE Penthouse Main Hall, PSE Centre 
with those їп neighboring coun- so-called "dual tech" system cent of foreign investors in the Philippines. б Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
tries_where a 12-year basic was one of the priorities inthe Тһе DOF said there were other ways to Strategies” 
education is the norm. body's six-pronged approach to attract investors without foregoing much ges Nov. 26,550 19 0pm 
Reformsare mainly focused on help make the country become needed tax revenues. K ) CITISECONIINE 3F SGV Hal AIN Conference Center 
the improvement of proficiencies more globally competitive. It said several studies have shown that the Benavidez St, Makati City 
in English, Science and Math. “We have always put HR as major considerations of foreign investors in WAIVED ENTRANCE FEE 
dae ee en acre taii our No. 1 concern,” Bautista doing business in a country were the stabili- ршн la exi - alia жашай айы] заалт? 
tion to ап enhanced 12-yearba- told reporters. “We hope to in- ty of the regulatory environment and the көе s or logon to www.citiseconline.com. 
sic education regime needed duce partnership with schools level of infrastructure, and that fiscal incen- 
additional financing. and industries for this.” tives are the least of their concerns. 
He said he was looking at a He said the current biggest A study by the International Finance Corp., 
Lo-percentshare in the LGUs in- promoters ofintensive OJT that is а unit of the World Bank that is focused on the S ST GO 
optet albumen these. peared tonardseventalemply- development of private-sector invesunents, THE BEST JUST GOT BETTER! 
curitization of half of the LGUs’ ment were the Don Bosco school recommended the removal of the ITH: А 7 
Special education fund and the system, Meralco Foundation and "Тах holidays are among the bluntest in- Simply the most recommended accounting software for SME's 
issuance of bonds to provide in- the Dual Tech foundation. centives instruments most open to abuse. Ee E INE Used by More Than 
‘yestment capital for education, “So far, these institutions and There is little evidence to suggest that the T General Ledger 400,000 Busin 
Based on 2007 IRA figures, others like them are producing more generous they are, the more effective Accounts Receivable / Payable д иѕіпеѕѕеѕ 
these could raise P16.6 billion. зоте 40,000 skilled workers [they become],” IFC said in the study. E se srpered Worldwide! 
“With a classroom costing yearly and we hope we could It said the fiscal incentives that the gov- Bankir hanana 
P550,000 each, the amount bring this up to 200,000 yearly" ernment should retain were the "net oper- f Purchase Orders, Sales Orders, Invoices 
could build 30,216 class- Bautista said. ating loss carryover,” or Nolco, and the “ас- тиле e placa erede x 
о These “Supports Mull Currencies (Basie: Dual Currency / Pro: United 


xreciati т> Integrates with MS Word and Excel 
two forms of incentives were much more “ineludes Crystal Reports for Unlimited Custom Reporting 


PNOC-EDC nets P5.4B | “ууун, | PSS С ee area 
s ‘With Nolco, companies that post losses ina ps падна rigen 
given year are allowed to deduct the amount. Ро T Stores 100 Years of Financial History (Pro only 
gail L. EEA T AP EN of their losses from their tax liabilities in the | egam en ] uy 3 EVOLVE All-in-One PC, 
E diio plants in sepe рад) following years. Under the “accelerated de- | FREER ЕЕ БЫН ЫЙ? evolve. ү” =ч? Уаз on fe 
PNOC ENERGY DEVELOP: bor 19780900980 оцып Predation” scheme, companies are allowed КИ JERE гус p 
ment Corp. posted P5.4 bil- line, asthiseffectively reduced| {0 deduct from their taxable income the 


Поп in net income in the first associated costs for its remain-| _@™ountof depreciation on capital equipment gro GIARP ^" 562 2 
casia gue C 


Register now. 


STOCKEROKERS 


$ 533.3562 | 533-3812 S 
nine months, up 17 percent ing build-operate-transfer|  arlierthanthetime of actual depreciation. =, 
Кот P4.6 bilion in the same contracts and foreign loans. The study of the IFC isin line with the gov- ene erry 
verit ost peas OC EDC boled рата р.  emmenes desire to trim foregone revenues 
Та a statement issued yes- Шоп in foreign exchange gains fom incentives that are deemed "гейш 
terday, the geothermal energy іп the first three quarters. dant.” Incentives are 
producer attributed the profit In January to September,| considered тейцп- 
rise to significant cost savings PNOC-EDC posted a recur dant if the recipients 
and the strengthening of the ring net income of P4.1 bil-} would have invested 
peso against the dollar lion, up 15 percentyear ago. | іп the country even 
The cost savings was due Мес sales for the petiod| without hem. 

largely to the completion of dropped 2 percent, however,| An earlier study 
PNOC-EDC' build-operate- to P15.5 billion from P15.8| showed that more 
transfer contracts for the Up- billion last year. This was due] ап 80 percent of 
per Mahiao plant in June last to the decrease in the average е incentives grant- 
year, the Mahanagdong and electricity price per kilowatt-| ей by the Board of 
Malitbog facilities in July hour (kWh) and the reduc| Investments were 
and the Leyte optimization tion in steam sales volume. redundant. 
| тһе government 

has been losing 


Maritime manning, training зонт bi 


lion in potential rev- 
enue yearly due to 
meet set for Nov. 14-15 берши of ca 
‘THE TWO-DAY 8TH companies to Mani- and challenges аб perks. ^ 
Asia Pacific Man- la,themanningcap- fecting the crewing The DOF also 
ning and Training ital of the world, to of commercial ves. wants to. limit the 
Conference starts discuss the issues sels worldwide. number of companies 
Wednesday at the 
Hotel Philippine 
Plaza. 


The event, which 

will end on Nov. 15, : PSBank 

is expected to regis- h 

ter 300 participants 

representing more 0004/2 


than 42 of the 
biggest international Time Derosit 


maritime companies 
from 22 countries. 


“An unprecedent- К 
eA number of iner- $00 | $40,000 | $5000 | $100,000 T TERS SINE GUT: 
крт ыу 193999 | 1048999 | 1090999 | and up | 


Move. exe. | Amoh | 350% | 350% | 363% | 3.75% 
ing director of event 


organizer necs Qmos| 3.50% | 363% | 375% | 388% 


List Events. Among 


thecompaniesobe | тів 3.6300 | 375 | 375% | 3806 таир өздө 
ar Noray tapag | monis] 3.75% | 3.88% | 3.88% | 4.00% 


Lloyd of Germany 
Finaval Spa of Italy, 7 9 0 9 
Шы (mss 3896 | 40K [ 13% | AOS 
agement of Singa- | Aimaestjcecaig wmode анааан но weg 
pore, Fesco of Rus- 
sia and Hanseatic 
Shipping of Cyprus. 
Companies from 
China, North Korea, 
India, Thailand and 
Nigeria will also be 
represented. tomates A USTD хуви name> 
The event will Mid o ere 
bring the world's Р 
зод шш нанос rec ne pn reon 


ders from the region's affluent consumers enjoy dining out.* 
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Aga's favorite taste of happiness 


ASK ANY UPCOMING YOUNG AC- 
tress who they would like to be 
with and, in a heartbeat, 
many of them will name Aga Muh- 
lach. Indeed, Philippine entertain- 
ments most celebrated matinee idol 
is at a point where he is the standard 
Љу which talents define "having ar- 
rived” in the industry. Aga belongs to 
that rare breed of actors who serve as 
role models to the newer ones. He is 
all about excellence and profession- 
айыт, matched with warmth, sinceri- 
ty, and balance. 
With his successes and awards, it 
‘would be too easy for Aga to have 
anything he wants. Yet, just like any 
regular Filipino dad, the things he 
enjoys the most are simple yet signifi- 
cant. In his latest TV commercial 


with fastfood giant Jollibee, the self- еп, 


confessed family man reveals what Filipinos already know about Aga's 

love affair with Jollibee's best-selling 
dish, But in the new TV commercial 
Chickenjoy becomes so much more 


produces that ever-so famous smile 
on his bedimpled face, all while en- 
joying bites of his favorite fried chick- 


as every crispylicious, juicylicious, 
amoy-delicious, and gravylicious bite. 
becomes a total sensory experience, 
Starting with the aroma and crispy 
texture on the outside, down to the 
rich taste of tender and sumptuous 
chicken meat, eating Chickenjoy be- 
‘comes a time for Aga to remember 
the best things in his life: creating 
memories with his family, seeing dif- 
ferent places, and enjoying his vari- 


ous interests. 


The commercial cements Chicken- 
joy’s reputation as the country's best- 
tasting fried chicken that many other 
brands have tried, and failed, to imi- 
tate. Cooked to golden perfection, 


the spices 


the inimitable Chickenjoy. 


ее. 


UP JMA WINS IN GSK’S AOS ICE EXTREME PARTY CHALLENGE 


The UP Diliman Junior Market- 
* ing Association won in the re- 
cently held Astring-O-Sol Ice Ex- 
treme Party Challenge where the 
‘group brought home the grand 
“prize of P200,000. Seven student 
‘organizations from different uni 
„versities were given seed money 
worth P100,000 to mount their 
own Extreme Parties based on 
the theme ‘Extreme Adrenalin 
7 Rush’. The competition is not 
simply about promoting the art 
of partying, but is also a wel- 
come challenge for the students 
to get hands-on training in event 
management and creativity. The extreme parties 
demonstrated the students enterprising abilities, 
_ organizational sls and artistic talents. The other 
participating universities were the San Beda Junior 


GRANDCHAMPION Р 35000% 


qo Hundred Thousand Pesos Only 


Marketing Association, University of the Philippines 
Diliman’ IE Club, Adamson University, University of 
Santo Tomas, University of Asia and the Pacific, and 
De La Salle University College of St. Benilde. 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 


DEPARTMENT O! 
ARMED FORCES 


F NATIONAL DEFENSE 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 


OFFICE OF THE AFP BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


Camp General Emilo Aguinaldo, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


(Radio, Electrical 
Precision Measurement 


& Instrument [RET] and 
Equipment Laboratory [PMEL] 


Enhancement Project and its ILS Package) 


The Armed Forc 
D-07-05077 


ot he Philippines (AFP), through the Special Allotment Release Order (SARO) Number 
ed 15 March 2007, intends lo apply tha sum of FORTY TWO MILLION NINETEEN 
THOUSAND PESOS (Php 42,019,000.00) being he Approved Budget for 


Contract (ABC) to payments. 


Under the corresponding contract for the REI & PMEL Enhancement Project. Bids received In excess 


‘of the ABC shall be automatically reacted at 


Bid opening, 


l The Armed Forces of the Philippines, through the GHQ ВАСЯ, now invites prospective Bidders for the 


projects below: 


Tot Nr WomenclatureiActivity 


‘Approved Budget 


Delivery Schedule 
for the Contract 


GHG BACT MOD-PAFOISOT 
'Galbraton of PMEL Equipment 


Within 90 days upon. 
urnovor of equipment 


1—15 Package - PMEL Standards 
Calibration 


Php 10,190,000.00 | Shall take effect a year 


‘opening of LC 


7 Repair of Universal Mock-Ups 


Within 90 days aller the 
‘opening of LC. 


‘GHG BACT-NOD-PAF-O26.07 
"Procurement of IT Equipment 


‘within 90 days aller the 
issuance of NTP. 


[> Procurement of Support Барт. 
{Generator Set) 


тта 90 days aliar ihe 


Php 3,130,000.00 | issuance of NTP 


= Procurement of Special Tools 


Within 80 days alter 
opening of L6 


m Prosuramant af Accessories 


‘Within 90 days alier 
opening of LC 


‘GHG BACT-MOD-PAF-OTOT 
eProcurement of REI Equipment 


‘Within 90 days afier 
opening of LC 


> Procurement of Universal 
Мова. 


"Within 90 days afar 
opening of Le 


Procurement of Harness 


Within 80 days alta 


Php 7,030,000.00 | opening of LE 


7 Procurement of Manuels 


Within 50 days a 
opening of L 


m Conduct of Training 


GHG ВАС1:МОО-РАР-028-07 
eProcurement of PMEL Equipment 


in 80 days after 
‘pening of L6 


> Procurement of PMEL 
‘accessor 


Within 90 days aller 
Php 21,670,000.00 


Procurement of Manuals 


[> Conduct of Formal PMEL Course 


wt 
pening of LC. 

Within 1 year after the 
Issuance ot NTP. 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedure using non-discretionary pass) 


fail enter 


as specified In Ine Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 


9184 (F.A. 9184), otherwise known as Ina "Government Procurement Reform Acl" and Is restricted 
to Filipino cilizena/sole proprietorships, organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interest or 
outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens or organizations of 
3 country the laws and regulations of which grant similar rights or privileges to Filipino citizens, 
pursuant lo Republic Act 8183 (R A. 5183) and subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 138). The 


process for the eligibilty technical and financial chocking are described in 
idder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shal 
rmine responsiveness ofthe bid 10 


Documents, ITB. The 
qualification stage in order to finally de 
fequirements of the project. The contract 
Responsive Bidder (LORS) who would bo det 


ofthe Bidding 


‘hall then be awarded to the Lov 
mined as such during the post-qualiication procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from AFP Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 


Secretariat and Inspect tha Bidding Documents at th 


P.M. Monday to Friday excluding holidays. 
A complete sat of Bidding Documents may 


below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Php 15,000. 
on cash basis only. Tho Bidding Documents shall be recelved personal 


or his authorized representative. 


гез given below from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00. 


be purchased by interested Bidders from the address 
method of payment willbe 
by the prospective Biddor 


The AFP BAC will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on 9:00 a.m. November 


21, 2007 (Wednesday) at Silid Panday Pira, 
Quezon City 
Bids and eligibility requirements must be deli 
2007 (Tuesday). Al 
amount allowed unde 
Bid opening shall bo at 9:00 a.m., Docombor. 
sral Emilo Agul 

"who choose to aner 
Only offers ог bids from prospective bidders 
their duly authorized repr 
experience in undertaking similar projects wi 
projects having an aggregate contract cost 


ids must be accompa 
RA 9184 and its IRR- 


ido, Quezon Clty 


ИР Bulwagang Mabini, Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, 
ivered to the address below on 9:00 a.m. December 4, 
id by a Bid Security In any form and corresponding 
Lale bids shall nol bo accepted. 
4, 2007 (Tuesday) at Silid Panday Pira, GIF Bulwagang 
ds wil be opened in the presence of the 
d at Ihe address below. 
who are the manufacturers, distributors or suppliers ог 


tatives shall be entertained. Prospective bidders should have 


iin the ast five (5) years with atleast three (2) similar 
‘oquivatent to at least ity percent (50%) of the ABC of 


fhe project; and the largest of those similar projects must be equivalent to at least twenty-five 
percent (25%) af the ABC of ihe project to bo bi. 

To facilite checking of Class "A" eligibility documents, prospective bidders who wish to participate 
Inthe public Bidding may apply for registration with he AFP ВАС, through the GH BAC1 Secretariat, 


as early as possible but not later than three 
of bids 


The AFP reserves the right to rojoct any and all Bids, decia 


contract without incurring any liability to the 


(3) days prior to the scheduled submission and opening 


а failure of bidding or not award the 
alfeciod Bidder or Bidders 
(508) BGEN JERRY V JALANDONI AFP 
Chairman, GHG BACT 


Office of the AFP Bids and Awards Committee 


G/F Bulwagang Syauio 
Camp General Emilo Aguinaldo, Quezon 
Contact Person: Ms Edna B Malonzo 
Nr 911-6001 Loc 6486/6487 
911-6001 Loc 6485 
Email ad: malonz0499@yahoo.com.ph 
Website: www phigeps.nel 


y 


POL November 13, 2007) 


and flavorings seep 
through the skin, soaking the meat in 
that trademark taste. Truly, this 
“langhap-sarap” signature provides 
Pinoys like Aga with extraordinary 
fried chicken and makes a slice-of-life 
event more meaningful with Jol- 


METROBANK, XOOM PARTNER FO! 
Metropolitan Bank & Trust Company 
(Metrobank) has forged a partnership with 
Xoom Corporation, the fastest growing glob- 
al Internet money transfer company, to en- 
able overseas Filipinos to remit money to 
their beneficiaries’ Metrobank accounts us- 


Acer’s Passion for Life 2 promo 
ACER'S "PASSION FOR LIFE 2" PROMO PRE- 

cedes the highly-successful first salvo of "Passion 

for Life." For the first “Passion for Life" promo, buy- 

ers of Acer notebooks or desktops got an Apacer MP3 

player with flash drive. Now, for "Passion for Life 2," buyers 

get notebook sleeves for every Acer notebook purchase while Acer desk- 
top buyers bring home webcams for purchases made from Sept. 15 up to 
Nov. 30 only. The premium items are bundled with the Acer products in 
select Manila retail outlets. For non-bundled items, claiming is at Acer's 
Head Office located at Unit 3401 PBCom Tower, Ayala Avenue corner Rufi- 
no Street (formerly Herrera), Makati City. Customers need to show proof 
of purchase of the Acer product like the official receipt or sales invoice that 
shows the date of purchase, plus valid identification like company ID, 555 
1D, driver's license, passport, etc. If claimed through a representative, a 
 duly-signed authorization letter from the winner plus a valid ID of the rep- 
resentative needs to be presented in order to claim the prize. Non-bundled 
items purchased by provincial customers may be claimed at the reseller's 
store where they bought their Acer product, (allow for transit time). For 
more details about this promo, visit www.acer.com.ph. 


Security Bank launches CheckSure 

SECURITY BANK CORP, ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S MOST PROFITABLE 
universal banks, launches CheckSure, the first of a kind facility that seam- 
lessly links a client's checking account to a Security Bank MasterCard. This 
new service provides Security Bank checking accountholders fast and con- 
venient access to their available credit card cash advance limit to fund their 
checking account. The transaction is seamless with its pre-authorized, auto- 
matic charging feature ensuring unparalleled customer convenience. 
CheckSure works by linking a client's pre-enrolled current account to his or 
her SB MasterCard credit card, enabling the client to draw against the credit 
card's available cash advance limit. CheckSure provides a more convenient. 
option than the traditional cash advance feature inherent in the credit card 
‘since those who will avail of the facility can readily issue a check chargeable 
‘against the card's available cash advance limit should a need arise. Available 
for individuals only, this innovative service provides the client with the flexi- 
bility and peace of mind to manage personal finances at all times, leaving 
him or her free to focus on the more important priorities in life whether this. 
be to enjoy family activities, pursue personal passions or work on career 
priorities. This new facility is yet another example of the innovative offerings 
‘Security Bank brings to the market designed with distinct focus on provid- 
ing its customers with more value-added products that clearly address their 
growing financial needs and bundles familiar products and services already 
at their disposal. Enrollments in CheckSure are accepted in all Security Bank 
branches nationwide. For inquiries, please call 867-6788 or 888- 7337. 


National Book Week 

THE NATION OBSERVES THE 73RD NATIONAL BOOK WEEK FROM NOV. 
24-30 as mandated by Proclamation No. 109 signed in 1936. This annual 
celebration emphasizes reading as one of the most effective methods of 
enlightening as many people as possible. This year's theme is “Family Lit- 
eracy: Reading Begins with Us". The Philippine Librarians Association Inc 
(PLAI) in cooperation with The National Library (TNL) will spearhead vari- 
ous activities during the week-long observance. To jumpstart the week is 
an Outreach Program at Baseco Community, Tondo, Manila on Nov 23; 
Fun Walk and Book Character Parade around Rizal Park and a formal open- 
ing ceremony with lawyer Adel A. Tamano, PLM President, as quest speak- 
er at The National Library on Nov 26. Activities to be conducted by the dif- 
ferent associations during the week are: Library Management in the Midst 
of Technological Innovations by ASLP:, LIS Wizard by PATLS:, Outreach 
Program (Story Telling and Puppet Show) at Payatas, Quezon City by 
CLAPI:, and Public Librarians: Their Accountability in a Changing Library 
Environment by PPLLI. Fellowship Luncheon will be held at Kamay Kainan, 
Ist Level, Trinoma, North EDSA QC. on Nov. 30. For more information, call 
overall co-chair Belen Vibar of the UA&P Library or Fe Abelardo of the TNL 
through contact numbers 637-0912 loc. 229 and 525-0926 respectively. 


Excitement mounts for Quill Awards on Nov. 14 
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUSINESS COMMUNICATORS 
(IABC) Philippines will hold the formal awarding ceremonies for the win- 
ners of the 2007 Phi зе Quill Awards at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 14, at the ballroom of the Mandarin Oriental Manila, for the year's 
most outstanding communication programs, skills, and creatives. During 
the awards night, |ABC will launch its latest book, "Winning Hearts and 
Minds: Outstanding Speeches of Philippine CEOs," and also the 2008 
Asia Pacific Communication Conference to be held in Manila and Boracay 
оп March 6-8, next year. Judging for the contest was strictly monitored 
and tabulated by the leading audit firm in the country, assisted by the 
1АВС Secretariat. The formal dinner for the awarding ceremonies will cost 
P2,500 per seat, and reservations have to be made on a first-come-first- 
‘serve basis through tel. nos. 750-5667, 751-3205 and 810-1631 local 
123, or through іабс. philippinesGyahoo.com. The leadership of the 
Philippine chapter is shown by its choice as the site of next February's 
AsiaPacific judging for the global Gold Quill Awards. 


Fuji Xerox Senior Executive Breakfast Forum 
FUJI XEROX PHILIPPINES INC, THE DOCUMENT COMPANY, UNRAVELS 
the secrets to professional document management to executives as it 
holds the Fuji Xerox Senior Executive Breakfast Forum, a by-invitation 
event on Nov. 14 at the Makati Shangri-La Hotel. Fuji Xerox regional direc- 
tor for Xerox Office Services, Asia Pacific Global Services division Andrew 
Jewell will be in Manila to speak during the event and will be joined by 
professor Rene T. Domingo of the Asian Institute of Management (AIM). 
Among the topics to be discussed by the speakers are "Managing produc- 
tivity through process improvement" and "The Optimum Office: Look at 
your office differently and reveal business opportunities to reduce cost, 
gain control and improve productivity through managed services." The 
two speakers bring with them expertise and know-how acquired from 
their vast experience in the area of document management. The informa- 
tive forum is held in line with Fuji Xerox's commitment to knowledge. 
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IR ONLINE REMITTANCE SERVICE 


ing the Internet. The agreement was signed 
by (from left) Metrobank executive vice presi- 
dent Carmelita Araneta, Metrobank director 
Valentin Araneta, Xoom president and CEO 
John Kunze, and Xoom regional vice presi- 
dent-Asia Pacific region Gene Guitierrez. 


Spritz escentials 


from Ananya Fragrances 
LOOKING FOR A 

“signature” scent to 

spice up your smell 

this season? Look no 

further for there is no 

shortage of fabulous. 

new fragrances from 

Ananya Fragrances 

аз it introduces two 

of the world's top-tier brands - IKKS and Rica 
Lewis. For today's modern woman, IKKS 
‘Women is the perfect pick. Highlighted by 
lemon, mandarin, cardamom, green notes, 
pineapple and bergamot, IKKS Women also 
contain jasmine, lavender, cedar, violet and 
‘sage. Base hints of oak moss, sandalwood, 
vetiver, straw, tonka beans, amber and musk 
give it a deep, sensual scent that captures ev- 
ery heart. IKKS Men caters to the dynamic. 
athletic confident man. It has a distinct aroma 
of green notes, pineapple, bergamot and 
lemon; intermingled with lavender, lly of the 
valley, violet and sage. Basic scents of vetiver, 
straw, cedar, tonka beans, amber and musk 
provide it with a masculine appeal. IKKS intro- 
duces ATYP'IKKS with Generation Y in mind. 
tt consists of 2 fragrances for the noncon- 
formist: Green Citrus based ATYP'IKKS for 
Woman and Fresh Fern Based ATYP'IKKS for 
Man. IKKS has a special unique line for the ас- 
tive attractive teenage years. Available in two 
variants: the floral fruity IKKS Little Woman 
fragrance and the woody fruited IKKS Young 
Man fragrance. Rica Lewis, famous for its. 
jeans, takes on a new twist in scents by intro- 
ducing its range of perfumes - Rica'ttitude for 
Him and Her. Rica'ttitude for Him is a fresh 
scent for the modern dynamic young man. 
Sporting notes of lavender, rosemary, anise, 
orange, floral notes, tonka beans, sandalwood 
and musk, itis a fragrant line which enhances 
the wearer's personality. Rica'ttitude for Her is 
‘a young soft sensual perfume containing top 
notes of orange, bergamot, and blackcurrant; 
amalgamated with jasmine, rose, freesia, he- 
liotrope and peach, as well as sexy smell of 
sandalwood, raspberry, jasmine, amber, vanil- 
laand musk. Available in all Watsons and 
‘Shoemart stores nationwide. 


Effective way to lose weight 
WEIGHT-REDUC- 

tion pill Lesofat 

arms one with an 

effective and inex- 

pensive choice in 

the battle for a lean- 

erand healthier 

body. Its main 

component, Orlistat, inhibits enzymes 
which break down dietary fat molecules. 
Lesofat works in tandem with a nutritious 
diet and regular exercise for an effective 
weight-loss program. Users need not be 
worried about lack of nutrition as only fat 
is blocked when the drug is at use. The 
body continues to absorb essential food 
components such as protein, carbohy- 
drates, vitamins and minerals. A study 
conducted among obese patients done 
over a two-year period in the US shows. 
that over 65 percent of patients on Orlistat 
lost more than 5 percent of their body 
weight on the first year of taking Orlistat 
three times a day. Over 39 percent of the 
subjects who continued using Orlistat on 
the second year lost 10 percent of the 
body weight they registered when they 
enrolled in the research program. The 
drug was administered in 120-mg dose, 
and was taken under controlled diet and a 
required degree of exercise. Weight loss 
was well maintained during the first year, 
and those who satayed on Orlistat during 
the second year maintained their weight. 
Those who were on Orlistat on the first 
year and placed on the placebo group in 
the second year regained most of their 
weight study showed. As the drug works 
in reducing ones fatty tissues, it also 
manages to reduce a patient's risk to hy- 
pertension and maintain one's blood sug- 
ar and cholesterol at normal levels. Orlis- 
tat does not affect one's brain functions. 
Side effects, if there are any, are minimal. 


SOCORRO ANGARA DE JESUS 


Peaceful joined fer Creator 
on October 24, 2007 at бе dge of 78. 


Her children and their spouses, Danny & Joan, Roland & 
Pinky, Maribel & Rey Fadrigo, Nonie & Janet, Jojo & Tess, 
Ariel & Chato, Dina & Bong Cortez, Agnes & Mario Jabon, 
Tris & Shawn Kelly and Irene & Raffy Layug: brothers and 

isters, Letty, Соду, Liding, Eddie, Alice, Thelma, Bella, 
Arthur and Lito; grandchildren and great-grandchild request 
your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul 


Her remains will lie in state atthe Sta. Maria della Strada Chapel, 
Katipunan Avenue corner Pansol Road, Quezon City, from 
November 16-17, 2007. Masses on both days will be at 7:00 p.m. 


In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Juan Angara 
Foundation. 


Rodolfo “Ruding” P. Mendoza, M.D. ' 


Pencefully joined our Lord on November 8, 2007 
at the age of 79. 

His loving wife Elena; children Joey & Sony, Lenette & Manjoe, 
Arnie & Butch, Paulette & PI; grandchildren, relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remainsliein state at the family residence, 228] P. Rizal St, San 
Roque, Marikina City. 

Interment will be on Wednesday, November 14,2007 at the Loyola 
Memorial Park, Marikina City after the 12:30 p.m. Mass at the Our Lady 
of the Abandoned Church, San Roque, Marikina City. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Education 
‘Region Ш -Cental Luzon 
Schools Division of Tarlac Province "e" 
‘San Roque, Талас Ciy 


DepED 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Deparimentol Ecucaton, Division o! Tarlac Provinca. ough ls Bids and Awards 
Gormittoe (ВАС), ines prospectivo Bidders o submit Lotier О! Intent (LOI) apply for 
‘Sig and, found exe, to bid for e hereunder project: 


Name of Project 


Gonstructiorepairand rehabilitation of Division Office вита 
Location 


Берер, Division of Tarlac Province, Macabulos Drive, 
Rogue, Tarlac Cty 
‘Approved Budget forthe Contact” Php 14.800.000.00 
‘Contact Duration 180 Calendar Days 

Bs rocolvod that exceed tha ABC shal! ba reoctod at ld open Lalo bd halbe 
rejecta. 

адеп shouid possess a valid PCAB fconso applcablafo Ino above ура and cost 
ieceniraci nave отидов a similar contract wih a vao of at ast fy percent (50%) 

у personal and equiomani avaliable or Io prosacuton of he сопа. 

Shd meat һө otter minimum өру requremaris stated in tne Бузоу Documenta 
‘The ВАС wil uso non-discreionaty равала! cora inthe Енд ну Check and 
‘Examination of Bide. The BAC wil conduc post quarlicaton ol tho lowest calculated bid. 

Tho perinen provisions of FA. 9164 and s implementing Rules and Regulation 
(IRR) shan govern ай parculars тову lo ENgilly Staloment and Screoning, Bd 
$осину. Работало Securty, Рт 80 Conference, Evaluation of Bios, PoskQualficalion 
and Award ot Contract. 

The Schedule of BAC actos aro as flows: 


ЕТТТ I 
Sibel авга rue ОЙ 

and Apptenion ior Egy. and 
Баке! age Boureni 
Submisonfecoptol ibi 
euren 
Opening a Eby Янот 


SchedulsiVerue 
‘November 5-12, 2007 
8002 10 5:00 pm. 


November 17, 2007, 1000 am. 

DepED, Division о! айас 

‘Teachers Hat 

November 19,2007 

Staring on Nowembor 21, 2007 

November 30,2007, 1000 am. 
Dison of Таас 

‘Teachers Hal 

‘December 12,2007, 1000 am. 

DepED, Dvision о! Танас. 

Teachers Hal 


‘Notice ol Fosu o Elglty Check 
Issuance of Bid Documents 
Pre Bia Conlorence 


Facairand Oporing o Bids 


The ВАС wil issue to prospective bidders Ell Forms at ina Division Оса upon 
thot submssion cl a Loter of nent (LO), Prospectva biddars eal submit ne Eig 
Reaarement 1o ie Dison BAC at he said acras. They may also obtain tha est ol 
{he Едыму Check by he BAC at ino samo address. 

“The BAC wil issue Bidding Documents oniy to bidders decared by the BAC to be 
экме forthe баат upon payment ol a nor raundablo amount of Pno 0,000.00 o the 
Division Оо Cashier. 


“Tne Division Ole asumas no responsibilty whatsoever to compensato orindemnly 
чадаг lor any expansas incorod no preparation ol пот bid. 


(Spd) ENGR, EDGARD C. DOMINGO 


Assistant Schools Dision Supenntendent 


(PO-Nos.64:3,2007) ‘BAC Chairman 
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г. OBITUARIES .. 


Natividad Llanes-Rosal 


peacefully joined her Creator 
on the 11th of November 2007. 


Her remains lie in state at the Loyola 
Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati 
City. 


Interment will be on Saturday, 
November 17, 2007 at Loyola, Marikina 
after the 9:00 a.m. Holy Mass. 


osont from the Body to be present with the Lord.” 2 Grim 58 


In loving memory on the 4^ Anniversary of his 
birth to eternal life on November 13, 2003. 


BRIG. GEN. (RET.) 
ЈОЅЕ У. SEMBRANO ` 


His wife NENA, children Jiji and Hermann, 
Alex and Chula, Grace and Dins, 
grandchildren Tinni, Cali, Leanna, CJ, Bianca, ` 
Mariel and Miguel request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


==" CLASSIFIEDS 7. 


ISABELA Il ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Alibagu, llagan, Isabela 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


‘The Isabela Il Electric Cooperativa, Inc. (ISELCO II) invites Sealed Bids 
кот Eligible Bidders for the following: 

Опе (1) unit - Reconditionod Isuzu Forward with 6HE1 Engine with Boom 
2.9 tons capacity, Tadano brand or Its equivalent G-wheeler, Tires 8:28 x 16 
Brand new, complete with standard accessories, newly painted, brand new 
batteries. 

Bidding Documents may be securad {rom the PBAC Chairman starting 
November 5, 2007 by any interested Bidder upon submission of a Letter of 
intent, Company Profile and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Php 
3,500.00. 

A Pre-Bid Conference wherein sealed envelopes containing the Techical 
and Financial Proposals (in separate envelopes duly marked as such) will 
be received by the PBAC а! the ISELCO II Board Room on or before 10:00 
a.m., Novembar 21, 2007 at which time and place the technical proposals 

‘opened and evaluated. The financial proposals of bidders found 
eligible to bid will thon be opened and read їп tho presence ol bidders or 
fepresentatives on the dale which shall bo sot by the РВАС during the 
conference. Financial proposals will bo returned unopened to ineligible 
bidders. 

bids submitted must be accompanledy by a bid security in cash or 
cashier's check in the amount equivalent to 10% of the amount of Bid. This 
bid security will Be valid for at least 60 days starting from the date of bid 
opening. 

ISELCO Il reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, waive any defects 
‘or infirmities therein and accept only bid advantageous іо the Cooperative. 


(608) LUZVIMINDA L. PANANGUI 
PBAC Chairman 


Noted by: 


(508. ERNESTO T. CUBANGBANG 
Olficar-n-Charge. 


90.174 12208 


‘On the struction of Litton Mils n 


e Auction Sale 
PLANT UTILITIES; PRODUCTION MACHINERY; 
GENERAL FACTORY STOCKS; IT / LABORATORY / 
FABRIC / GARMENT TESTING EQUIPMENT; ETC. 


Sale Date: Day 1 - Wednesday, 14th November 2007 - 
tton Mills Pasig City - 10:30am. 
"Thursday, 15th November 2007 - 
Litton Mills Calamba-10:30am 
Location: Pasig & Calamba, Philippines 
Plant Utilities - Forklifts: 17 Forklifts (OperationalAlon-Operational) 
TOYOTA Diesel 2.01, 2 ST, 3.07, TCM Diesel Electric 1.01 / 3 ОТ, 
Compressors: ATLAS COPCO (GA-122y SANCO (V5-20}; BROOMWADE 
{Cyclone 222) BOGEZANDER/BROOMWADE/SMC Air Dryers; SANCO Air 
‘Tank; High Pressure Washer, etc. 
Production Machinery - Inspection machines; SHAW TAI TONG Tumble 
dryer, WHIRLPOOL Washing Machine; Conveyor Approx. 50m 
"Аз Motors, MITSUBISHI, WESTINGHOUSE, 
FUN Шейле Нема! Panel Boards/Breakers; Generator; Transformer, 
Assorted Bolts ut, SIEMENS, MITSUBISHI, KLOCKNER MOELLER, FUL 
Electrical Parts: Tol Kis; Welding Tools, ТООТАТСМ Spares; А Large 
‘Quantity of Asstd. Bearings; Paint Supplies: V-Belts; Cables; Lubricants 
T Eauipment - ACER PHILIPS, COMPAQ, IBM Computers/rinters 
т - TOLEDO Mechanical / Electrical Floor Scale; 
Heater, Funnei/Beakers, Dentist Chair; etc 
EubriciSarment Testing Equipment- ATLAS Crockmeter; GRETAG 
MACBETH Spectraight i Fiex Abrasion Tester; Mini Коре Dying Machine; 
QUICIQVASHRAITECH Fabric Extractor; ELMENDORF TEAR Strength Tester; 
PEGASUS 5-ТМеа Edging Machine; Sewing Machines Tensile Tester; etc 
Ait Conditioning Units - PANASONIC эри уре, NATIÓNAUCARRIER 
Window Type 
‘Office Equipment. - Whiteboards; Blackboards; Industrial Fans Polishers; 
SHARP Facsimile Machine; Thermos, Microwave; Manual Typewriters; 
Calculators; Photocopying Machines; PANASONIC STARDUST Safety Lights 
ture - Conference Tables; Reception Desks; Computer 
Dess. Side Tables; Safety Bor Fling Cabinets; Lockers; Steel Cabinets; 
Grandfather Clock 
‘ON VIEW: Monday 12th & Tuesday 13th November 2007 - 9am - Spr. 
REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT: Php20.000 (upon registration) 


Golndustry Contact: JENNY, JESSA or DANG 
Henry Butcher Tel: +63 2 822 5555 
manila@goindustry.com 


More Classified - 
Ads 


AFP Modernization 
B6 


08-288 


You сап now checkout 
more jobs from 
JobMarket Libre 
everyday! 


Inquire 
about the 
Job Market 
package 
at 897-8808 
loc. 514 


юв 


Find a coner in here 


Republic of the Philippines 
(tice cl he Prasident 
HOUSING AND LAND USE REGULATORY BOARD 
Corállera Adminstraiwe Region 
‘Botanical Garden, Leonard Wood Road, Bagulo Clly 
чө No. 442-8338 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that MS. JOCELYN S. 
GACO, Genera Manager, НАМВІ 
CONSTRUCTION and DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION, has filed with the Housing and 
Land Use Regulatory Board a sworn registration 
statement for ће sale of residential condominium 
Units at HANBI MANSIONS (A Condominium 
project) located at Res. Sec, 'D, Gibraltar Road 
corner Julian Felipe Sireet, Lualhati Barangay, 
Варо City covered by Loi No. 18, RS-380-D/ 
Transfer Certificate of Tile No. T-50153 registered 
in the name of PINE RIDGE PROPERTY 
BUILDERS, INCORPORATION; and that the 
registration statement and all papers attached 
thereto are availabe for Inspection during business 
hours by any person having legal interest thereon; 
and thal upon proper application, copies thereof 
hall be furnished to such person upon payment ot 
the proper tee. 


‘Any person with valid objection in the 
registration of the project may Ше hier objection 
In writing with the Housing and Land Use Regulatory. 
Board, Botanical Garden, Leonard Wood Road, 
Baguio City, not later than two (2) weeks from the 
‘completion ofthe publication. 


Слу of Варцо, Philippines, 18th day of October 
2007. 


(God) REBECCA F. TORRES 
agonal Ойсег 
(PD-Nov. 13 20,2007) 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
Ойсе o the President 
HOUSING AND LAND USE REGULATORY BOARD 
Cordiora Administrative Region 
Botanical Gardan, Leonard Wood Road, Baguio City 
"Tal No. 442-5538. 


PAUNAWA 


Ipinauunawa na si JOCELYN S. ВАСО, 
Tagapangasiwa ng HANBI CONSTRUCTION and 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ay nagharap sa 
Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board ng isang 
panunumpang nakatala para sa bilhan ng mga 
"Residential Condominium Units’ sa HANBI 
MANSIONS (A CONDOMINIUM) na matatagpuan 
sa Res. Sec. "D, Gibraltar Road comer Jullan 
Felipe Street, Lualhati Barangay, Bagulo City at 
sinasakop ng Lot No. 18, RS-380-D/T-50153 ва 
pangalan ng PINE RIDGE PROPERTY BUILDERS, 
ÎNC.: na ang nakatalang pahayag at ang lahat ng 
kasulatang nilalaman doon ay nakahanda sa 
pagsusuri ng sinumang tao na nagiatagiay ng legal 
па Interes na naaayon sa batas pagkaraan ng 
wastong aplikasyon; а! ang mga kasulatan ay 
ibibigay sa nabanggit na tao pagkatapos ng 
kaukulang bayad. 


Sinumang tao na may kapani-paniwalang 
pagtutol sa pagkatala ng proyekto ay maaaring 
magbigay ng nlagdaang pagtutol sa Housing and 
Land Use Regulatory Board, Botanical Garden, 
Leonard Wood Road, Baguio City, ang hindi hihigit 
sa loob ng dalawang (2) linggo mula sa 
pagkalathala. 


Lungsod ng Baguio, Pilipinas, ika-18 araw ng 
Oktubre 2007. 


(504) REBECCA F. TORRES 
Regional Officor. 
(PO-Nov 19. 20,2007) 


Read it every Sunday with the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bldg, 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have filed 
wih this Regional Office application/s for Allen Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
Compeny/Employer 


MANPOWER OUTSOURCING 
SERVICES, INC. 

J9/F PBCOM Tower, 

6795 Ayala Ave. сог V.A. Rufino St, 
Makati Ciy 


'Name of Foreign 
National/Citizenship. 


Position 


Masahito Tamura 


Japanese Suppor 
Japanese 


Enginoer 


MANPOWER OUTSOURCING 
SERVICES, INC. 

ТӨГЕ PBCOM Tower, 

6795 Ayala Ave. cor. V. A. Rufino St, 
Makati City 


Jn Sagiya 


‘Support Engineer- 
Japanese 


Japanese 


EPOCHINA MINING CORP. 
7 Molave St, South Forbes Park, 
Makati City 


EPOCHINA MINING CORP. 
7 Molave St, South Forbes Park, 
Makati City 


Zhuming Chen 
Chinese 


Запі 
Chinese 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20/F Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 
Makati Cily 


Melvin Bong 
Chong Chew 
‘Singaporean 


System Analyst 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20VF Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 
Makati Ciy 


‘Mei Kion Ng Accounts Officer 


Malaysian 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
ШЕ Yuchengco Tower, 
PCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 
Макай Ciy 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20Р Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 
Makali City 


Ting Zhou 
Chinese 


Customer Service 


Customer Service 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
21/F The Enterprise Center, 
Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave, 
Makati Ciy 


Frandy Sorip Tan 
Indonesian 


Customer Senice 
Representative 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20/F Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave., 
Makati Ciy 


Rosina 
Indonesian 


Marketing Oficer 


NIKKI & CHARMY CORPORATION 
490G. Araneta Ave. 
‘cor. Kapligan SL, Quezon Су 


Ming-Li Chen 
Taiwanese 


Audi Consultant 


NIKKI & CHARMY CORPORATION 
490 G. Araneta Ave. 
‘cor, Карал St, Quezon City 


Tsu-Wen Chang. 
ака. Vicor Chang 
Taiwanese 


Consultant for 
Operation 


 GAMINGWEB INC. 
ҮЛЕ Yuchengco Tower, 
CBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave., 
Makati іу 


Ke Yew Loh 
Malaysian 


Sports-book 
Operations Officer. 


‘SUNSIGN PHILIPPINES 
INT'L, CORPORATION 
37 Stella Maris SL, 

Brgy. Kapitolyo, Pasig Ciy 


Mi Youn Jun 
(wio Park) 
Korean. 


General Manager 


S-TECHLTD. 

2ВЕ Yuchengco Tower, 
ICBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Ave, 
Макай Cily 


Marek Tamm, 
Estonian 


Video Streaming 
Expert 


ESSENSUALS MANILA, INC. 
GIF 6750 Retail Arcade, 
‘Ayala Ave. Makali ity 


Leonard Anthony 
Tambourine 
ва 


Foreign Stylist 


YUAN FEI TRADING CO. LTD. 
927-929 Dos Castilas St, 
Sampaloc, Manila 


NIPPON КАЦ KYOKAL 

Unit 902 SF 

Реал ofthe Orient Tower, 

1240 Roxas Blvd, Ermita, Manila. 


Güogi Cai 
Chinese 


Consultant 


Taizo Matsushita 
Japanese 


Consultant 


CITYBEST SEAFOOD. 
GARDEN RESTAURANT INC. 
148 T. Morato Avo, 

cor. Scout Gandia, Quezon Clly 


Yijun Qiu 
Chinese 


DAESUNG TRANS & TOURS CORP, 
Unit 209, Cinnan Court, 
2205 P. Burgos St, Pasay City 


Soho Im 


Company Manager 
Korean 


APPLETREE DESIGN 

CENTER CORP. 

Unit 802 Globe Telecom Tower 2, 
Pioneer St, Mandaluyong City 


Heernok Leo. 
Korean 


Supervisor 


if you have any information/objection to the above mentioned application's 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


YMUNDO G. AGRAVA! 
OIC, Regiona} Directoy 
(POI-Novomber 13,2007) 


ON FIRE ON ITS FIFTH YEAR 
IN MANILA 


Van Heusen celebrates its fifth year as a prime force in Manila's 
fashion scene with a big bash at the Glorietta Activity Center on 

November 14, 2007. The party, entitled "VAN HEUSEN... ON - 
FIVE," is a fashion exposition, launch and recognition rites 
rolled into one colorful celebration. 


The brand that has endeared itself to men of discriminating _ 
fashion tastes since it made its first appearance before the turn 
` of the century, now toasts five of Manila's most successful, 
fashion-forward men whose visions are helping shape the 
x country's future. 


Included in this year's circle of Van Heusen's "Five Accomplished 
Men” are broadcast journalist TJ Manotoc, TV chef Rob Pengson, 
top pediatrician Dr. Arnel Nuguid, businessman Raymond Albert, 

and publisher Kevin Limjoco. 


TJ Manotoc is a well-known sportscaster, news anchor and events 
host who has distinguished himself for his no-nonsense 
reporting, professionalism and amiable personality. TV chef Rob 
Pengson, currently the heartthrob of the small screen, holds 
court as host of the program Chef to Go where he displays his 
prodigious culinary wizardry. 


Dr.-Arnel Nuguid became a household name when he personally 
.supervised the care of newborn Baby James, son of Kris Aquino 
and hardcourt hero James Yap. Dr. Nuguid is well-known among 
moms who wish to have the best pediatric care for their babies. 
Raymond Albert heads Tech Trends, a company that links the 
market with Kodak's latest developments in photo technology. 
Kevin Limjoco is a dynamic writer, consulting editor and 
publisher of the upscale C!, Manifesto and Calibre magazines. A 
self-confessed car enthusiast, he also occasionally acts as a race’ 
driver for Cl. 


“Van Heusen... On Five" also unveils the latest stylish 
must-wear from the Van Heusen holiday collection. The brand's 
season’ s line will be presented to signify the five elements: Fire, 
Earth, Air, Water and Style. 


presents the collection's newest hot colors in fiery shades and sunset blazes, while Earth 
SVan Heusen's richly-hued components inspired by the grandiose of the Indian Empire and 
he sheen of jewels: Air encompasses the glam series inspired by the '30s and ‘40s. Water 
res the leisurely appeal of a sea cruise with the colors of blue and white predominating. 
jm lly. the element of Style is captured in Van Heéusen's print- and color- plenty components. 


More significantly, “Van Heusen... On Five" launches the brand's line.of luxury male 
fundergarments. The line is aptly imn duced in the.segment that hails the five senses: Sight, 
| Smell, Hearing and Touch. Made from top quality materials and designed to pamper the 
E lins body, Van Heusen's line of undergarments.INNERWEAR are indeed a treat for the 
he collection includes briefs in a variety of fashionable cuts and the classic gentleman's - 
boxer shorts. 


Г Үп Heusen... On Five" uses the latest technology in audio-visual-art and employs a special 
design. that incorporates the Van Heusen V logo. The event is directed by award-winning, 
actor and event specialist Albert Martinez and choreographed by Nathan de Leon. 
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Nutrition mpm 
gets rolling literally 


Text by Niño Mark M. Sablan 
Contributor. 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 


ITH ALL THE SUPPOSED- 
ly more nutritious food 
choices in grocery shelves 


and unlimited Internet access to in- 
formation on nutrition, you would 
think parents have it easy nowa- 
days in keeping their kids in tip-top 
shape. 

Unfortunately, the re 
ent. 

А recent research in selected areas of the 
Greater Manila Area and Luzon by the An- 
chor Institute, a network of experts on fam- 
ilies and nutrition, found that 45 percent of 
Filipino children were malnourished. 

The study found that people now opted 
for convenience, choosing to eat out, grab 
junk food and serve canned, microwave- 
able or instant food instead of preparing 
nutritious, home-cooked meals. 

Children, the study also found, were 
learning to drink soda, coffee and artificial 
fruit juices at an early age. 

‘An unhealthy lifestyle and inadequate 
knowledge on proper nutrition among par- 
ents are resulting in an alarming rate of 
malnutrition among Filipino children. 

Malnutrition stunts physical growth, re- 
duces energy and increases the risk of ill- 
ness and death. 

Tt prevents children from developing to 
their full potential. 

Anchor Institute launched recently the 
Anchor Institute Proven Nutrition Check- 
wp Bus to promote proper nutrition and 
help make the country's children healthier. 


is vastly differ- 


Get on the bus 

The mobile clinic is a dream-come-true 
for many parents. First, it goes to where 
parents and their children are. Second, 
checkups and consultations are free. No 
need to buy anything. Third, the bus is 
equipped with state-of-the-art technology. 

Inside the bus is the Body Analyzer, an 
equipment that precisely measures body 


parents talk to nutritionists. 


(CELEBRITIES Christine Bersola-Babao and Suzi Entrata-Abrera try 
the Body Analyzer during the bus launch at the Hen. Pio del Pilar 
Elementary School in Makati, 


height, weight, muscle mass, fat mass, pro- 
tein, mineral and water. 

A kid is asked to hop on the treadmill- 
looking machine for a couple of minutes. 
After the test is completed, results are print- 
ed out and given to the parents. 

Qualified nutritionists/dietitians, who 
are also on the bus, will assess the child's 
nutritional status and provide parents per- 
sonalized and specific nutrition program, 
completely free of charge. 

To make sure parents can concentrate on 
the consultation and fully understand the 
advice being given, Anchor has set up a 
play area inside the bus to keep the kids en- 
tertained. 

Hamish Reid, Anchor senior brand man- 
ager, said children needed proper nutrition 
while parents needed the right knowledge 
to make sure their children grow healthy. 

“By making experts more accessible to 
everyone, more mothers will learn about 
proper nutrition for their kids," he says. 

“We believe that by doing this, we will be 
able to help children develop, grow and ul- 
timately reach their full potential. This is in 
line with our mission of nourishing chil 
dren and supporting families by providing 
them the very best in dairy nutrition.” 

The Anchor Institute also enlisted the 
help of celebrity mothers Suzi Entrata-Abr- 
era and Christine Bersola-Babao in spread- 
ing information on how to improve chil- 
dren’s nutritional status. 

During the bus launch at the Hen. Pio del 
Pilar Elementary School in Makati, Abrera 
and Babao shared health tips with other 
mothers and read stories to the kids. They 
also tried the Body Analyzer, learning more 
about their own bodies. 

Mothers and children lined up for free 
consultations and checkups in the mobile 
clinic. 

The Anchor Institute Proven Nutrition 
Check-up Bus will be going around Metro 
Manila and South Luzon in November, 
North Luzon їп December, and 
Visayas/Mindanao in January-March. 


Email the author at nino- 
marksablan@yahoo.com 
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The Anchor Institute Proven Nutrition Check-up Bus goes 
to where parents and their children are 


Antioxidants 


Anti-aging 


if you think that antioxidants in 
coffee are only good for preventing 
diseases such as cancer and 
coronary heart disease, you're in for 
a big surprise. They also help slow | 
down the process of aging. Include а | 
cup of coffee to your beauty regimen 
and your skin wil reap the benefits. 
That's because antioxidants prevent 
сей damage—one of the reasons for 
premature aging. Not only can they 
help maintain your youthful looks, 
they also help preserve your young 
brain. Another eye-opener: coffee в 
one of the richest sources of 
antioxidants, much more than red 
wine, green tea and cocoa. So go | 
ahead and make coffee а part of 
your daily diet and have a healthy, 
young glow from the inside out. 


different way | 


SARTRE 


INSIDE the bus is a play area where children can have fun while 


For men who want to lose that 
bulging and unsightly belly quickly 
and easily, now there is a solution! 
Plastic surgeons have invented a 
machine that can “melt away" stubborn 
tummy fat in a patient's lunchbreak — 
ULTRASHAPE. This treatment gets 
rid of unwanted bulges and, unlike 
liposuction, does not require surgery. 
It's very effective in removing excess 
stomach fat, love handles or fat in 
other areas. 

FAST, EFFECTIVE and SAFE, it's 
the most advanced non-invasive 
method of fat reduction to date. It works 
by focusing high frequency ultrasound 
waves from outside the body to 
targeted areas. These ultrasound waves. 
break down fat cells without damaging 
blood vessels or other tissues. The fat 
cells are then eliminated through 
natural processes over a period of 
about 3 weeks, in the same way the 
body dissipates the discoloration from 
a bruise. 

Ultrashape was founded 5 years ago 
in USA by Ami Glicksman M.D., formerly 
а senior plastic surgeon and Yoram 
Eshel, PhD, MBA, a leading expert in 
high-power ultrasound technology. 
When they developed Ultrashape, it 
was well known that ultrasound waves 


REDUCER {4 


Fast And Easy Inch-Loss For Men 


were able to break down and destroy 
fat cells, releasing the fat contained 
within them. Glicksman and Eshel built 
on that to come up with the unique 
concept of Ultrashape. 

Ultrashape is the first and only non- 
surgical fat-destroying treatment. It 
promises a reduction of up to 2 cm. in 
a single session. It is such a hassle- 
free procedure. You walk in, get the 
treatment and go straight to your next 
appointment. It's as easy as that. 
Absolutely no anesthesia, no pain and 
no recovery is needed. Patients can 
resume their normal activities right after 
a treatment. It does not have the risks 


Ultrashape promises 
an average loss 
of about 2 cm. ina 
single treatment. 


of liposuction and can be used to 
effectively deal with problem areas 
of fat. 

Normally about 4 or 5 sessions аге 
recommended to fully achieve the result 
required. Both men and women who 
have tried it were impressed by the 
immediate results after just a single 
session. Proven effective, Ultrashape 
is definitely a breakthrough in fat 
reduction. 

Ultrashape is now available at Marie 
France FOR MEN. Call 813-7959 for 
your free consultation. All consultations 
and treatments are strictly conducted 
in private. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER” 


LIFESTYLE 


PONDS” FONDS 


" 
3 oe PONDS 
pey ХОУ Га 


че, 


есек d 


Renel Cecilio and Мегуй Yan 


Flawlessly successful product launch 


T WAS ONE OF THOSE 
really enjoyable aftemoons 
filled with “beauty and ro- 

mance.” Ponds, the fabulous 

brand for facial care all over the 
world, unveiled its latest, ground- 
breaking product for flawless and 
beautiful-looking skin. 

The ballroom of the Peninsu- 


WITHOUT i 
BATTING 

АМ EYELASH 
Maurice 
Arcacbe. 


la Hotel Manila was filled with Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
tons of gorgeous tulips and ros- using Kodak EasyShare 


es for the launch of Pond's Flaw- 
less White Visibly Lightening 
Day Cream, palanggas. 

We had the honor of sitting 
with the absolutely charming 
Michael Cheney, Pond's Insti- 
tute's mega global director for 
skincare. He spoke of this 
breakthrough product and the 
key ingredient behind Pond's 
Flawless White Day Cream, the 


that I love to travel. Although 
T've been to almost every coun- 
try in the world, there are still 
loads of destinations that Ihave 
yet to visit 

So, dahlings, if you are like 
moi, | have one good advice for 
you: Get the latest issue of the 
newest hot magazine in town, 
the must-have TraveLife. 


KEICHI Miki with the brilliant Christine Cunanan, Austrian 
‘Ambassador Herbert Jager and Martina Corrado 


VAO-B3. Ӯ The brightest stars during ће 
He said, "VAO-B3 is the recent launch of the magazine 
Pond’s Institute's patented were definitely the publisher, 


complex of Vitamin E, Allan- 
toin, Optics and Niacinamide 
that works hard on dark blem- 
ishes and gets straight to work, 
reducing the visible appear- 
ance of dark spots. The result is 
flawless and healthy-looking 
skin.” 

‘The gorgeous Mutya Laxa of 
Unilever marketing went on- 
stage and told us, “With the 
Pond’s Flawless White Day 
Cream, you can get visibly 
lighter skin and reduce blem- 
ishes and dark spots in just sev- 
en days." 

Pond's also has loads of com- 
plementary products, palang- 
gas, ranging from Re-Brighten- 
ing Night Treatment to Light In- 
fusing Under-Eye Cream and 
Perfect Finish 2-Way. 

Host of this happening was 
tres charmant handsome hunk 
Derek Ramsey, no less. He had 
everyone's complete attention 
as he explained the romance 
one can find from being a 
Pond's gal. 

We also had the opportunity 
to try for ourselves many of 
Pond's revolutionary products, 
dahlings. 


New magazine 


Tokyo-based Christine Cu- 
nanan, and the editor in chief, 
my palangga Liza Ilarde, who 
has been in the publishing busi- 
ness for over 15 years. 

This bimonthly mag is full of 
fantastic travel articles and eye- 
catching photos by the likes of 
First Daughter Luli Arroyo, 
award-winning writer Butch 
Dalisay and young musician 
Alessandra Tinio. 

The TraveLife rah! rah! team 
-launched the new magazine so 
stylishly. Over 700 of Cosmo 
Manille's namedroppables and 
Adisters attended the exclusive 
happening held at a trés private 
home in posh Forbes Park. 

les easier to mention who 
were not there, but my eagle 
eye spotted Luli Arroyo who left 
before Speaker José de Venecia. 
showed up. Oops! 

My buddy Johnny Litton 
hosted the program. There was 
a raffle of 30 awesome prizes, 
the main ones being a fantastic 
trip to Los Angeles courtesy of 
Eva Air and a trip to Shanghai 
courtesy of Cebu Pacific. 

Unfortunately it wasn't my 
night. After all, you win some, 
you lose some, n'est-ce pas (asin 


GENERAL Thelmo Cunanan and his wife, our very own Belinda 
Olivares C., with Ramon Ang and Gina de Venecia. 


"s Vivian Lo with Grace Glory 
Go and Christine Cunanan, TraveLife 
‘magazine publisher 


CONSUL Pierre De 
Villiers 


TRAVELIFE Board members Marivic Limcaoco dibala)? 
and Maja Olivares-Co with Liza larde Hey, palanggas, з no secret ' Bur everyone of Cosmo 
Мапе hottest namedrop- 


pables enjoyed the nonstop flow 
of booze and wines, the yummy 
cocktail food, and entertainment 
by the fantastic Cinco Angelos 
singers, palanggas. 


Sold-out exhibit 
E He was once a trés successful 
- full-time product designer. 


Now, palanggas, he has become 
a super talented and creative 
sculptor. 


A і 
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& Ae Tm talking about the trés nice 
[P Y Daniel A. dela Cruz, who just 
С 4 had a successful one-man show 
DANIEL dela NATIONAL Arts Arturo ta wth the arti t, Daniel dela Cruz; Sen. Loren Legarda, а Artist Space in Ayala Muse- 
= a sr Calma and the artist's wife Monica томын dab 


The exhibit, "Kandungan: A 
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JESSICA Guevarra, Ruffa 
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SEN. Frank Drilon, with Daniel's wife Monica 


GLASS sculptor. 
and the artist's proud father Dr. Ed dela Cruz 


Ramon Orlina. 


Nene Leonor; 
Markham and Baby Antonio 
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POND'S rah! rah! team: Gretch King, Che Villena, Michael Cheney of the Pond's Institute in New York, Mutya Laxa, Derek Ramsey had 
everyone's attention. 


NEW Unilever HPC 
development 
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director Len Davies. 
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ANA Sobrepefia of Lifestyle Asia, Joanne Ramirez of People Asia, Mia 
Borromeo of Town & Country, Pauline Suaco-Juan of Preview, and 


Anton San Diego of Pi 


[us 


“Tribute to Women in Our Lives," 
featured 24 awesome metal 
sculptures in brass, copper and 
lead. As the title indicates, the 
collection was all about wom- 
en, depicted in twos and threes 
and merged with striking ob- 
jects like rocking chairs, bench- 
es and water vessels. 

^ was always designing what 
the client needed. Now I want 
to express myself by creating 
works that appeal to me,” he ex- 
plained when moi asked why he 
turned his back on a successful. 
career as product designer to 
take up sculpture seriously. 

As early as 6 p.m., the Ayala 
Museum was packed with per- 
sonalities that, like moi, came 
fashionably on time, dahlings. 
Doing the ribbon-snipping were 
Sen. Loren Legarda, National 
Artist Arturo Luz and foremost 
architect Lor Calma, along with 
theartist and his super nice wife 
Monica Guevarra. 

Moi easily noticed the pride 
in his popular in-laws, fabulous 
couple Boy and fashion plate 
Monette Guevarra, and par- 
ents, Eduardo and Letty dela 
Cruz 

The powerhouse turnout in- 


TRAVELIFE editor in 
chief Liza llarde 


UNILEVER's 
Christophe Joyeux 


FONDS: 


Mare 59 


PREVIEW's Agoo 
Bengzon, Metro's 
Mel Cuevas and 
Mega's Vicky 
Tensuan 


POND'S Clint 
Raypon, Michelle. 
Sta. Catalina and 
Jemai Ty 


cluded trés low-profile young 
taipan Harley Sy, who checked 
out the art works; former Sen- 
ate president Frank Drilon, Old 
Asia's mega businessman Toto 
Mapa and his wife Pachot M, 
plus tons of others like them. 
Next to the artwork, top eye- 
catcher was Gary Valenciano's 
good-looking son Gabriel who, 
in case you didn't know, palang- 
gas, is the “very special friend” 
of Boy and Monette's pretty, 
pretty younger daughter Nikki. 


Clothes for a cause 

The Catholic Women's Club's 
last fundraising activity for the 
year is “Clothes for a Cause.” It 
will be held Nov 1618, 
10 a.m.-8 p.m., at Glorietta, Ay 
ala Center, in cooperation with 
Ayala Land Inc. through the 
generosity of Bea Zobel, CWC 
member, palanggas. 

This event has been held ev- 
егу year since November 1996 
at the Center Court of Glorietta. 

‘CWC was able to construct 
from the proceeds of the event 
and its other fundraising activi- 
ties three pavilions for pro- 
foundly disturbed children of 
Elsie Gaches Village, dahlings. 
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SEATED: Nikki Valerio, Mimi Valerio (chair), CWC president Tessie Rodrigo, Terry Tambunting (co-chair), 
(standing) Baby de Jesus, Nonie Basilio, Shirley Uy, Rose Hugo, Maricar Sobrepena, Ericka 
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CAREER IS ONE OF THE MOST 
common reasons why some moth- 
ers stop breastfeeding. 

But for seasoned sportscaster 
and television host Chiqui Roa- 
Puno, finding time for breastfeed- 
ing despite a killer schedule is just 
another challenge to overcome. 


make her breastfeeding experience 
successful. 

“Breastfeeding, especially for 
working, moms, means having to 
pump your milk several times a day 
when you're їп the office. To make 
sure you cope with the demands of 
your profession, you have to man- 


age your time effectively and pre- 
plan," Puno says. 

Ап active lifestyle and proper di- 
et can help breastfeeding moms 
tremendously. "Just keep in mind 
that [breast milk] is one of the best 
things you can give your child,” 
says Puno. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 
Breastfeeding tips for career moms е, 


News anchor and ү 
hostoftwoshows,s f 
a wife and mother 
of three. 

But she managed 
to breastfeed sons 
Randy, 13, and Nick, 
12, when they were 
babies. She is cur- 
rently breastfeeding 
8-month-old daugh- 
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What is Chronic Obstructive 


Pulmonary Disease? ( h 


Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) is a lung 
condition ‘Characterized by airflow limitation. This 
fimtation is not fully reversible, progressive and associated 


io of the lung 
ter Sabrina. T e dn ad parca, Ti dese grooms i 

Puno says getting | usually manifested as chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 
as much informa. | Majority of patients with COPD have the combination of 


chronic bronchitis and emphysema. Rarely do they present as 
pure chronic bronchitis aor as pure emphysema. The most 
Common risk factor of COPD is cigarette smoking, The other 
sk factors would be exposure to indoor and outdoor 
pollution, biomass fuel, occupational dust and chemicals, 
Fntections and environmental tobacco smoke which would 
affect passive smokers. Host factors also play a big role in 


tion helped her pre- 
pare to breastfeed 
successfully. Being 
їп touch with other 
women who breast- 


буйр COPD, A gene deficiency called alpha 1 anti- 
fed also helped. бурыш deficiency hat been found to cause early onset COPD 

They told her | though this condition is not common in our country. Other 
about the impor. | bast factors would be hyperesposivenss of the airways and 


impaired lung growth. Now that we have defined COPD and 
learned about its components and risk factors, it would be 
important how to recognize patients with COPD. Patients 
‘with COPD present with chronic cough usually productive 
occurring all throughout the day and are seldom nocturnal 
whioh is a characteristic of asthma. The second distinguishing 
Symptom of COPD is progressive and persistent shortness of 
breath and difficulty breathing. This is usually desoribed 
hunger”, "increased effort in breathing”, 
‘and "gasping". This usually worsens during 
xcrcise and respiratory infections. The diagnosis of COPD is 
‘confirmed by a lung fonction test called spirometry. 


tance of proper nu- 
trition for a breast- 
feeding mother. 
Puno says a ma- 
ternal milk supple- 
ment especially for- 
mulated for breast- 
feeding women 
makes it easier for 
mothers to get all 
the essential nutri- 
ents they need. 
Providing breast- 
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milk formula can 
help ensure they 
produce enough nu- 
trient-rich breast 
milk. 

Puno also stresses 
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CHIQUI Roa-Puno 
and daughter 
Sabrina. 


Your Doctor 


Jaime C. Montoya MD, MSc FPCP, 


Question: 


Knows Best 
FPCCP, FPSMID 


My husband has been recently diagnosed with TB and I am afraid that | might have been infected. 


What exactly is this disease? 
Doctor Says... 

Tuberculosis, commonly known as TB, is an 
airborne disease caused by a group of bacteria, 
mainly Mycobacterium tuberculosis. | 
‘common and deadly Infectious disease that can 
allect any part of your body, but usually affecis the 
lungs (referred to as pulmonary TB). 

Tuberculosis is usually spread by bréathingin the 
bacteria when a person with untreated pulmonary TB 
coughs, sneezes, speaks, spits, or even laughs. TB 
bacteria are released Inthe air suspended in tiny 
microscopic droplets; a single sneeze can release up 
1o 40,000 of these droplets. People wih frequent, 
prolonged, rintimale contact are al he highest isk ot 
becoming infected. On the other hand, TB in other 
parts ofthe body is generally notinfectious, but can be 
Very serious. 

Upon enty ofthe TB bacteria na healthy person's 


|- body, the immune system usually controls the 


infection without Ihe person feeling any symptoms, 
utsome TB bacteria may remain inacve inthe body 
{or years. This person is said to have TB infection 
(or latent TB). In some persons, TB infection wil 
develop into TB disease (or active TB), which can 
happen soon after catching TB, or a long time later. 
This conton makes one person fel siok (experiencing 
the typical symptoms of TB), and spread пә bacteria to 
coher peone. 2 

Early symptoms of aotive TB may be vague, 
and go unnoticed by the affected person. Symptoms 
may include unintended weight loss, fever, chills, 
fatigue night sweats, and oss of appetite. For some, 
the disease may either go into remission (halls) or 
may become more debilitating with prolonged cough, , 
chestor back pain, and bloody sputum (expectoraled ,_ 
mucus or phlegm) 

Medical evaluation for TB consists of detailed 
history taking (including any contact with persons 
suleing rom the disease), and physical examination. 
Depending on the findings, your doctor may order 


the importance of a 
healthy and bal- 
anced diet. 

She says it is all 
up to the mother to 
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sputum smear and cullure (examinalion of 


meas prier Ne coo eor antt 


зы 
Gr 
expectorated mucus or phlegm), tuberculin skin test, 
(injection of substance in the skin of your forearm), 
andjorthest X-ray among others. — ` $ 
TE can be treated and curedin most people with 
appropriate апос therapy. Those wih TB infection 
and ТВ disease are геге wih antibiotics tokilihe TB 
bacteria. Treatment usually combines several 
anil that are taken together for at leas 6 months, 
somelimes oras longas 12 months. People who do |.- 
nol teal the required medications, oriregulary iake | 
the TB drugs, or do no! adhere to the presorbed 
duralondítrealmenlcanbecomestkagenandspread | 
TB toothers. Moreover, when people do not take all- 
the medicines or skip times when they are supposed 
to take hom, the TB bacteria evolves, eventually 
rendering the medicines useless against the disease. Y 
The person now is said to have a drug-resistant TB. | 
This type of TB is dificult to treat—physiolans Э 
prescribe deren drugs (which are very expensive) ` i 
andincrease the length ol treatment (even up to wo 
years) Thus tis very important to regularly take your 
medicines and nish the enire duration ol reatment to 
prevent he emergence ol drug resistant TB bacteria. 
Your doctor may also advice you about Directly 
Observed Treatment Short course (DOTS), which | 
requires acualobservabonolreamentinensue regular 
iake ol your medication. j 
Successful reatment ol TB depends on dose `| 
cooperation between you and your health саге j 
provider.” Consult your doctor or proper advice. on 
yourconditon. 


Dr. Montoya is an internist and infectious disease Ñ 
зрейаћи, He ix un ative consultant at the Philippine 
General Hospital and Research Institute for Tropical $| 
Medialne” (RITA), He ts the Executive Director of the ^ 
Philippine Cowell for Health Research and Develapnient -| 
(PCHRDI Dr- Montoya fs also a professor at the \ 
Unmersy of the Philippines Collage of Medicine. 
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Aging gracefully, according to bea 
mona, involves choosing which рг 


safe cosmetics. 
‘It's important 
that cosmetics 
are analyzed 
and checked 
if they contain 
lead, parbens, 
parrafins, 
formaldehyde, 
and other poisons. 
They can cause 
diseases even 


skin cancer." 


diva and columnist Mayenne Car- 


ucts to use which include using only 


By Joel V. Nigos 


Staying beautiful and keeping one's 
youthful looks defy gravity and law of na- 
ture. As such, people often resort to 
anything avallable to them no matter 

what the cost just to keep looking 
young. 

With lots of options nowadays, that 
desire would no longer be elusive to 
those who wish to. There are beauty 

treatments, aniFaging creams, 

plis, cosmetic procedures (both in- 

vasive and non-invasive), diet and 

exercise. 

But aging gracefully, as 

Mayenne Carmona, a beauty di- 

> va and a columnist for a national 

dally calls it, involves making the right de- 

cisions of choosing which, when, where 

and what products to use and what you 
need to involve yourself into. 

"There's no now reason for one to lock 
‘ld as he or she adds years to his or her 
Ме," Carmona says, who's still young look- 
ing and who retains a lovely aura unti to- 
day. 

Andwhat'sa beauty regimen like forthe 
beauty diva who's also involve in charita- 
ble activities and in raising funds for indi- 
gent children aficted with fatal diseases? 

Carmona shares she's very thankful 
she's blessed with very good skin. "1 al- 
ready beat the first factor in wearing 
makeup. | don't have to put on thick make- 
up to hide anything," she says adding that 
this helps since her regimen is very basio. 

She says she's not big on facials, "I be- 
lieve in cleansing thoroughly all traces of 
makeup before sleeping. ! use baby oll 
cream or toner. Then | dab a moisturizer. | 
also tried anti-aging creams which | found 
to be all fine. т so blessed because | 
don't have to buy expensive brands Just to 
have sparkling skin and | can use any 
produ! 

She says that during daytime she only 
put on light powder and “always, always 
lipstick of any color It brightens my face. | 
also use black pencil to line my eyes light- 
y 

During nightime, she shares she's 
been using dual powder compacts lately. 
"They are powder with foundation. Then | 
‘emphasize my eyes with brown or purple 
eye shadow, dark liner, dab blusher on my 
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AGING GRACEFULLY 
Using safe cosmetics 
to stay looking young 


cheeks and again lipstick, usually tones о! 
red. 

And with so many non-invasive cos- 
metic procedures now which are really not 
expensive, she says there's really no rea- 
son for one to look old. "I recommend 
laser treatments like IPL, Accent, Fraxel, 
Titan, Photofacial, and the likes. They 
stimulate the production of collagen in the 
face and firms Аир as a result." 

‘She says it's also Important to have an 
exercise program and to watch one's diet. 

"These two go hand in hand. We should 
be knowledgeable of the foods that are nu- 
tritlous and healthy. You are what you eat. 
If you eat healthy, you'll feel healthy and 
you'll look healthy. Try also to incorporate 
exercise In your daily activities. | vary my 
exercise to avoid boredom. | also believe 
in taking vitamin supplements." 

But for Carmona, the most essential 
thing in aging gracefully is in choosing 
the product that you use and In making 
sure that you are using only sale 
cosmetics. 

"it's Important that cosmetics are ana- 
lyzed and don't have the toxic amounts of 
lead, parbens, parrafins, formaldehyde. 
and other poisons. Do research on these 
products. Read the labels. Check thelr in- 
gredients and its manufacturing and ex 
ration dates. Remember, safe cosmetics 
don't mean they have to be expensive 
‘There are lots of inexpensive products in 
the market nowadays which are safe to 
use. And when in doubt about its lifespan, 
like i i's been with you for years, throw it 
away They usually turn toxic after a 
while." 


Foolproof 

Pinky Tobiano, president and CEO of 
Qualibet Testing Services Inc., shares 
that there are foolproof ways to determine 
if a cosmetic product, say a lipstick, con- 
tains a high level of contaminants ike 
lead. 

Tobiano was guest recently at the TV 
show "Korina Today" hosted by Korina 
Sanchez aired over ANC. In the program, 
Sanchez showed how one can check if a 
lipstick contains too much lead. 

"What one should do is put a small 
‘amount of lipstick at the back of her hand 


then rub the lipstick vigorously using a 
gold coin or earring or anything that has 
gold. If the lipstick turns black it has a high 
level of lead, she explains. 

She adds that for a lipstick to be safe it 
should contain only .ppm (one-enths 
part per million) amount of lead. She cites 
that there are brands avaliable in the mar- 
ket today which has 16ppm lead, 22ppm, 
27 ppm, to as much as 31 ppm! 

Tobiano notes that there are brands 
which do not exceed the lead content re- 
quirement. "No matter how vigorously you 
would rub the lipstick in your hand with 
your gold, It would not turn black. lts color 
would remain the same," she explains as 
shown in the TV show. 

She shares that lead are used in 
sticks to add stability and vividness to the 
color, "It also adds to its shelf life," she 
says adding that long-lasting lipsticks are 
по! advisable because they contain а 
higher level of lead. 

Presence of lead in the body can cause 
memory lapses. According to a study of 
John Hopkins University, women suffer 
{rom memory lapses more than men. The 
study attributes this to the use of cosmet- 
ies by women. 
Tobiano calis on 
cosmetic manu- 
facturers to be 
responsible 
enough to put 
ingredients 
as well as 
ihe manu- 
facturing 
and expiry © 
dates on 
product 
labels. 


Carmona (left) with consumer rights advocate Pinky Tobiano, founder also of 
Qualibet. Her efforts recently earned her a citation from Harvard Business 
School as an outstanding alumni, the first Asian to have been given that 


recognition. 


'Safe cosmetics 
don't mean they are 
expensive. There are 
lots of inexpensive 
products nowadays 
that are safe to use." 


Though there are manufacturers who are. 
doing this already, she laments there are 
stil alot who don't. 


Cited by Harvard 

Tobiano is a cancer survivor who has 
made consumer empowerment as her ad- 
vocacy. Recently she's been cited by Har- 
vard Business School as an outstanding 
alumni for her efforts in creating aware- 
ness for consumer rights in the Philp- 
pines. She took the "Owners President 
Management Course” at Harvard from 
2000-2003. She's the first Asian alumni to 
have been given that recognition. 

Qualibetisa food, water pharmaceutical 
andvelorinary testing frm managed by US- 
trained chemists, pharmacists and microbi- 
ogists, The company which boasts of the 
most modern testing faciities in the country 
(affliated wih the American Chemical So- 
ciety and is also ISO 90001-certified. Quali- 
bet tests cosmetic products’ safety. It also 
conducts seminars on Good Manufacturing 
Practices. 

Tobiano says that people should 
һе aware of what goes through their 
bodies or what they use because 

unsafe cosmetics may 

contain con- 
taminants 

which may 

cause dis- 

eases or 

even skin 
cancer. 
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Manage your weight and save money 


By Mitch Felipe, Contributor 


EOPLE EXPERIENCE 

two extreme situa- 

tions when it comes 
to numbers during the holi- 
day season. They gain 
pounds and they lose mon- 
Sa we have tu мек foe the 
start of the year to fix our sav- 
ings and resume exercising and 
healthy eating? 

Take time to improve your 
self-control skills with regard to 
finances and eating especially 
this holiday season. 

*“Тһе more you become 
aware of your expenses, the 
more you can control your 
weight." 

Studies show self-monitoring 
is effective іп controlling 
weight, emotions and expenses. 
It will help you break the chain 
of unhealthy behaviors and 
thinking. 

One of the reasons people 
hesitate to keep a journal is be- 


&M 


cause they do not want to see 
the reality of how much food 
they consume and how much 
they spend on unnecessary 
things. 

‘There is no such thing as lack 
of time. This is all about priori- 
tizing. 

When you document your ex- 
penses, food or exercise, you 
can perform a comprehensive 
analysis at the end of the year to 
help you improve your perfor- 
mance the next year. 

My 56-year-old client found a 
relationship, after a year, in her 
financial management, weight- 24 Ib 
loss and fitness improvements. 
She now saves more by bringing 
her own food to work and total- 
ly eliminating junk foods at 
night. 

"The simplest way to lose 
weight is to spend and eat 
wisely.” 

1just read the book “Rich and 
Thin," by Deborah McNaughton 


relationship of weight to ex- 
penses was explained. 


products. 


Here are my discoveries and 
the things that might happen to 
you in just one year: 

If you buy every day a 12-02 
café latte worth P60, you 
gain 19 pounds and spend over 


30,000. 


P13,440. 


inda Weinstein, where the 


Tiny device 
transforms lives 
of hearing impaired 


APRIL ENCONTRO WAS AN ACTIVE 
teenager full of hope and dreams 
when she lost her hearing due to in- 
fection of the cochlea, a condition 
called labyrinthitis. 

Six years ago, she had a cochlear 
implant surgery and her life com- 
pletely changed as she was able to 
hear and speak like an ordinary per- 
son. After earning a degree in com- 
puter science, she now works at the 
Robinsons Department Store head 
office. 

“At times, I even forget I am deaf,” 
she said. 

Vania Aimee Mosanto, 17, also re- 
lied on a hearing aid while studying in 
Cebu City but her parents Victor and 
Sonnie Mosanto observed her slow 
learning development. 

‘After a cochlear implant, Vania is 
now enrolled in a regular school and 
has even learned to play the violin. 

John Job Cortez had an implant 
when he was 4. He was among the 
first to undergo the procedure. Deaf 
since birth as a result of his mother's 
bout with German measles early in 
her pregnancy, Cortez now goes to a 
regular school and can hear and 
speak. 

Dr. Norberto Martinez, head of the 
Department of Otorhinolaryngology 
at the University of Santo Tomas, said 
during a lecture seminar organized by 
Med-el, an Austrian hearing implant 
company, about one percent of the 
Philippines’ population of 88 million 
had congenital hearing impairment 
or were born with a hearing defect. 

The country is observing National 
Deaf Awareness Week until Nov. 16. 

Med-el introduced cochlear im- 
plant in the Philippines in 1997. 

Germany-based surgeon Wolfgang 
Arnold performed the surgery on 
Cortez in 1997 at St. Luke's Medical 
Center, with Martinez, then head of 
the hospitals Hearing and Balance 
Disorder Unit. 


COCHLEAR 
implant isa small 
but powerful 
hearing device. 


NES. 


Cochlear implant involves the 
placement of a prosthetic device in 
the inner ear to restore hearing. 

The breakthrough procedure sup- 
posedly allows even children born 
deaf to learn to speak. The procedure 
works best on those who lost their 
hearing after learning to speak, and 
those implanted ata very young age. 

A cochlear device costs USS15,000- 
$20,000. The implant surgery costs 
P1-2 million. 

Last year, Med-el donated hearing de- 
vices and brought Italian professor Vit- 
torio Colletti and Austrian professor 
WolfDieter Baumgarmer to perform 
brainstem implant and middle ear im- 
plant surgery, a first in the Philippines. 

Filipino specialists involved in the 
project were Martinez, Dr. Charlotte 
Chiong, Dr. Generoso Abes and Dr. 
Gap Legaspi. 

Maribel Mueller, Med-el's country 
manager for Asia and Pacific, said the 
implant combined the latest advances 
in technology and hearing science. 

It could open up a new world fora 
child, including acquiring and im- 
proving speech, language, develop- 


It features a money calorie 
counter that helps you track 
calories and savings each day. It 
gave me the idea to research on 
the’calorie count and the aver- 
age cost of our high-calorie 


Ifyou buy every day a slice of 
cake worth P40, you will gain 
and 


If you buy every day one 
small bag of potato chips worth 
PIS, you will gain 14 pounds 
and spend over P5,000. 

Ifyou buy every day a regular 
soda or iced tea worth P20, you 
will gain 24 pounds and spend 
about P6,720. 

* "Try doing it one step at a 
time and you will eventually 
see the results." 

Drink water Most people 


have. 


before 


spend about 


fatty foods. 


135 calories). 


E] 


мі эй 


COCHLEAR implant recipients Sean. 
Riesgo and Cheska Ventura with Med- 
el country manager for Asia Pacific 
Maribel Mueller; pioneer implant 
surgeon Dr. Norberto Martinez; llona 

Anderson, Med-e!'s director of dl 
research and rehabilitation in Austria; 
and Dr. Charlotte Chiong, another. 
pioneer implant surgeon 


mental and social skills, she sa 

Mueller said the cochlear implant 
operation usually takes two to four 
hours. The company offers several op- 
tions: Combi 40+ implants system, 
SonataTi100 system, Pulsar С1100 
system and the Vibrant Soundbrige. 

All implants have powerful custom- 
made chips that can process large 
amounts of information at a very 
rapid rate using low energy. The im- 
plant itself needs no batteries. 

‘An external speech processor pro- 
vides the energy to power the implant, 
which is made of materials that have 
been extensively tested for biological 
compatibility, durability and sterility. 

The implant system case is only 
about 33.5mm x 23.4mm and 4mm 
thin. Its electronic components are 
contained in a ceramic case. 

Med-el, which is based in Inns- 
bruck, Austria, has 18 regional offices 
supporting implant centers in over 70 
countries and cities. 

In the Philippines, its regional office 
is at Richville Corporate Tower, Ala- 
bang, Muntinlupa City, and it has two 
implant centers—at the University of 
the Philippines-Philippine General Hos- 
pital (0917-8454566) and the Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas Center for Audio- 
logical Sciences (0917-3241987). 


INNER AWARENESS 
Jaime Licauco 


Bring your own food. Avoid 

buying high-calorie, high-fat 

foods like burgers and fries by 

preparing your own sandwich 
ju go to work. 

Even if you drive in an area 
where fast-food places are, if 
you have healthy crackers 
your bag, you can avoid spend- 
ing your money on unplanned 


Cook your own meals. Pre- 
pare your nutritious meals at 
home. How much money do 
you think you can save if you 
make your own salad, cook 
your own rice and other dishes? 

At home, you can be sure 
how much oil is used for cook- 
ing and how many calories will 
be saved (1 tablespoon of oil = 


eating in restaurants or fast- 
food joints order either iced 
tea, soda or sweetened juice. It 
becomes a habit and an auto- 
matic response to food servers. 
Water is calorie-free and the 
cheapest drink you can ever 


calories you consume. 


hold help. 


If you eat out, split meals. 
When T eat in restaurants, I usu- 
ally observe what and how peo- 
ple order. Some couples will or- 
der more than two big servings 
of dishes they cannot finish. 
The less food you eat, the less 
money you spend, the fewer 


Do your house work. Set 
aside time at least once a week 
for your chores. You will defi- 
nitely bum additional calories 
and save money by reducing the 
working hours of your house- 


Instead of watching televi- 
sion, burn 150-300 more calo- 
ries per hour by cleaning your 
house, ironing or gardening. 

Wake up early and walk. IF you 
walk two kilometers every day 
for 20 minutes instead of taking 
a cab, you can save P29,400 and 
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lose 101b in a year. 

Use exercise to relieve stress. 
When people are stressed, they 
either eat or shop. Break the cy- 
cle by going to the gym, playing 
sports, doing household chores 
or just walking. 

Remember that financial 
problems and major changes їп 
eating habits are two of the ma- 
Jor sources of stress. 

Reduce extra activities. Go 
home and sleep early instead of 
going out late at night. Elimi- 
nating some of your extra com- 
mitments will prevent you from 
spending on expensive foods, 
drinks, gas, parking and enter- 
tainment. 


For comments or questions 
about fitness and weight man- 
agement, e-mail the author at 
mitchfelipeQgmaiLcom 


INSIDE Our 
Cory Quirino 


Wellness begins today 


EPEAT AFTER ME: 
В = today, I will 

pay more attention to 
my well-being.” 

Almost 100 percent of the time, if 
you will recite this mantra, subtle 
changes will begin to happen to you 
in body, mind, heart and spirit. 


Who's making you sick? 

It is easy to point an accusing finger 
at that luscious cheesecake or your 
uninspiring gym trainer or your 
workload in the office. 

But, truth is, everything—and that 
means your time, effort or dedica- 
tion—are all under your own control 


Points to ponder 

1. Each time you postpone a trip to 
the gym or put off your exercise, you 
are allowing your body to slow down 
and age faster. 

2. Every day you delay your work- 
out, your metabolism slows down. 

3. Every extra serving of gravy or 
cream or dessert you take adds inches 
to your waistline. So do not be sur- 
prised if you cannot zip up your fa- 
vorite pair of jeans. 

4. Mornings that begin with a com- 
plaint only attract more situations for 
you to complain about. This is a truth 
you must respect as gospel. 

5. Skipping meals will only wreak 
havoc on your blood sugar. One of the 
secrets to good health is a steady 
blood sugar level. 

6. Adding more and more pro- 
cessed food to your meal means more 
chemicals pumped into your blood- 
stream. 

7. Aheavy heart weighed down by 
hatred can only have room for more 
hatred—not peace of heart. What oc- 
cupies your heart becomes its regular 
fare. It is what your heart feeds on. 


8. The grabwhatyowcan ap- 
proach to eating is called the fast- 
food mentality. With no idea about 
what is good for your body, you sim- 
ply eat what is available or within 
easy reach. 

9. Talking nonsense to yourself is 
counter-productive. Replaying іп 
your mind traumatic experiences in 
your life will only depress you further 
and cause you to be ill. In fact, talking 
about pain and grievances will create. 
a huge ball of energy around 
you—one that is destructive. 


Inspire yourself. 

1. If you think you are less than 
what you believe you can be, think 
again. People with a poor self-image 
cause their own miseries. Sure, not 
everyone can boast of a perfect 
childhood. But you are not a child 
anymore. So, get over it and start 
living 

Seek therapy if necessary. 

3. I your self-confidence is low, en- 
roll in a personality development 
course. Talk to your parish priest or 
pastor for guidance. Consult a parent 
or big brother/sister, or best friend for 
support. 

4. Ask a nutritionist to design а 
health plan for you. 

5. Go to a bookstore and spend the 
day reading self-help books. 

6. Learn to laugh. When you light- 
en up, your world becomes brighter. 

7. Make it a habit to take multivi- 
tamins after your heaviest meals. 
‘They will help keep you feeling bet- 
ter 

8. Learn to march to a mission of 
your own—a personal mission to re- 
build your health, renew your heart 
and revise your spirit. All you need 
is to say to yourself: "I can and I 
will." 

Love and light! 


Why quantum physicists talk like mystics 


ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT 
problems confronting psychics, 
mystics, visionaries or clairvoy- 
ants, is how to make what they 
see real to ordinary people who 
do not and cannot see it the 
same way they do. 

‘And since they are in the mi- 


nority, their views are often ig- ally within the ranks of a rela- Gary Zukav Hone about te worlds 
nored or disregarded by the ma- tively new scientific field called 2. "The Tao of Physics” by `°}. There is an objective reali- 
jority, which constitutes the by various names like quantum physicist Fritjof Capra ty that Hes outside of us, Le. 
‘mainstream opinion, mechanics, modern physics, 3. “The Medium, the Mystic separate from us. 
What psychics and mystics particle physics and, lately, and the Physicist (Toward a `2 This reality is absolute, 
see as the real nature of the quantum physics. General Theory of the Paranor- gyed and stable and can be ob- 
hysical universe lies outside |... mal)" by psychologist Dr. i 
S purview of classical or or- Indistinguishable Lawrence LeShan кич ишш жайына 


thodox science. And, because of 
this, it is considered to be unre- 
al or non-existent. 

To ordinary people, anyone 
who insists that there are such 
things as psychic or paranormal it 
powers or phenomena must 
surely be hallucinating or imag- 
ining things. 

This view prevails among the 
great majority of western scien- 


tists, despite so many incontro- 
vertible proofs presented and 
reliable experiments conducted 
by reputable scientists showing 
that such things do exist. 

‘This negative attitude may 
soon change. Psychics and mys- 
tics have found an unexpected 


In fact, the way pioneers of 
quantum’ physics describe the 
ultimate nature of physical real- 
ity is often indistinguishable 
from the way mystics talk about 


This uncanny and incredible 
parallelism in the thinking of 
both mystics and modern physi- 
cists was not lost on several 
keen observers of recent devel- 


Four 


opments in science. 
major 
books have come out in the last 
15 years showing such paral- 
lelism. These are: 

1. “The Dancing Wu Li Mas- 
ters, An overview of Modern 
Physics” by well-known writer 


4. “Mysticism and the New 
Physics" by science writer and 
researcher Michael Talbot 

"What has come out of the 
studies of quantum physicists is 
that it has rendered Newtonian 
physics and Euclidean geometry, 
which have been the bases of 
modern science for centuries, in- 
applicable when it comes to the 
sub-atomic particles of matter. 


and exciting 


Баас 


it. 
Classical 


analyzed. 


the effect, ete. 


No longer the same 

Matter can no longer be 
looked at merely from the way 
Newton and classical 
physics have always looked at 


physical science 
makes the following assump- 


3. It stays at a certain locus 
that can be pinpointed. 

4. It exists either in the pre- 
sent, past or future. 

5. Its activities or characteris- 
tics are governed by the deter- 
ministic laws of physics estab- 
lished by Newton. 

6. The cause always precedes 


ture of physical reality. 


physics now referred 
quantum physics. 


Quantum physics deals with 
the nature, behavior and char- 
acteristics of the smallest, sub- 
atomic particles of matter. 

In this unseen world of parti- 
е physics, sacred laws of New- 
tonian physics no longer apply. 
In fact, the behavior of the 
smallest particles of matter de- 
fies all previously known and 
accepted laws of physics. 

That is why it took these new 


No one has ever questioned 
these assumptions that are re- 
garded as true and absolute, 
until Albert Einstein came along 
and pointed out that everything 
was relative, including the na- 


Einstein's Special Theory of 
Relativity shattered the very 
foundations on which classical 
physics was built. It laid the 
groundwork for the develop- 
ment of the new or modern 


physicists a long time to realize 
and accept what they were see- 
ing in their laboratories and in 
their mathematical formula- 
tions. 

In essence, what governs the 
behavior of the smallest parti- 
cles of matter is human con- 
sciousness. This led the great 
modern physicist Sir Arthur 
Stanley Eddington to declare 
that the “stuff of the universe is 
mind stuff.” 
to as 

Note: Attend the next ESP & 
Intuition Development seminar 
Noy. 24-25, 9 ат-5 рт. in 
Makati. For details, call tel. nos. 
8107245 or 8926806. In Ca- 
gayan de Oro City, I will conduct. 
a Stress Control, Self-hedling 
and Goal Setting Seminar Nov. 
17; and Soulmates, Karma and 
Reincarnation Seminar Nov. 18. 
For details, contact Jessica 
Tomacas at cell no. 0920- 
9235704. 
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at Beyonce concert 


RACHEL ANN GO AND JED MADELA WERE 
spotted together at Beyonce's concert. Where 
‘was Shin's (pet name of Rachel) BF Christian 
Bautista? Maybe it was just a friendly date. But 
whats this I heard from somebody privy to 
Jed’s affairs that he and Shin have an on and off 
relationship? 

“As far as I know 2006 pa sila secret lovers. 
But Jed was advised to stay away because the 
Christian-Rachel team-up was being groomed 
then,” my source re- 
vealed. "During 
Rachel's birthday con- 
Cer in August last 
year where Jed was 
the ` scriptwriter, he 
told her to make a 
stand once and for all. 
But di nakaya ni 
Rachel the pressure so 
she arrived with Chris- 
tian, Jed felt like a fool 
that night. He hanged 
out with Shin's family 
instead.” 

І texted Christian 
but got no reply. As for 
Rachel, she would rather not comment on the 
issue for now. 

Is it just a love team/love scheme thing for 
Christian and Shin? And а case of OPM for Jed 
and Shin? OPM meaning On Pag Magkasama, 
Off Pag Magkahiwalay. 


Break time 

Tve always fancied taking a peek into the 
“unshowbiz” moments of celebs. For instance, 
heres Zsa Zsa Padilla's cute pic with Dolphy 
and their daughter Coco taken during their re- 
cent vacation in Boracay. She labeled it "Pose 
Tike tourists”, 

“We were happy being laid-back. We or- 
dered room service all day. Dolphy watched TV 
while the kids and I surfed the net,” Zsa said. 
“Coco wanted to get some sun because it 


Dorty 
‚Жоор 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


would be winter when she goes back to 

‘Australia for school. It was a sim: 

ple bonding tip.” м 
Bonding will never tum into 

bondage for a couple as hap- 


pyastheKingofComedy , Y% 
and his queen, we. 


LA 
Rowellicious? 

Beyonce was said to 
have been fascinated with 
Rowell Santiago whom 


texted Rowell for his reac- 
tion but he seemed to be 
“deadma” about the issue. 3 
Beyonce's 
guarded her like a hawk so I 
doubt if Rowell was able to make a move. 
Besides, isn’t Beyonce crazy in love with Jay- 
Z? Or is Ms Bootylicious now smitten with 
Rowellicious? 


Hip alternative 

Ever wondered if there is more to life than 
what you have been accustomed to? Well, 
think no more because celebrity insider Ray- 
mond Gutierrez, style guru Tim Yap and com- 
mercial model Issa Litton will show viewers 
the hippest alternatives in fashion, food, ser- 
vices, gadgets, events and luxuries in "Living It 
Up” every Saturday, 6-7 pan. on Q-11. C'est la 
vida ganda! 


Grand production 

ABS-CBN unwraps an early Christmas pre- 
sent for kids of all ages via its newest series 
“Princess Sarah" (after "TV Patrol World"). Top- 
billed by child superstar Sharlene San Pedro, 
itis based on the popular cartoon about a 
princess who had to endure the maltreatment 
of her peers before she emerged victorious, 

The grand production features a power- 
house cast led by Ai-Ai de las Alas, Diether 


Children below 13 yrs. old will only be 
if accompanied by à parent or adu 


ШИШИ, 


manager/dad_ DOLPHY with wife Zsa Zsa Padilla and daughter Сосо 


Ocampo, Sheryl Cruz, Bubbles Paraiso and 
Albert Martinez, Sheryl was last seen in GMA 
7 teleseryes. Now she ventures into Kapamilya 
territory: 

Will her contravida roles give her the best of 
both networks? “Pm a free Jance actress and I 
work on a per project basis. I like the way the 
character of my role as Miss Minchin has been 
developed. There's a redeeming factor behind 
her mean ways." 

Romance is said to be brewing between Diet 
and Bubbles but both of them just shrug it of. 
Princess Sarah was once upon a time played by 
Camille Prats. Now she's awaiting the birth of 
her little princess/prince in the US. 

"The new Princess Sarah, Her Majesty Shar- 
Jene, will surely dethrone all other child stars 
combined 


Birthday girl 

“Pauleen Luna is the happiest birthday gir 
ever. Her BF Mayor Sherwin Gatchalian threw 
a party for her at Plendra and gave her a neck- 
lace with a "P" pendant on it. Р for Papa Sher- 
‘win? Will the engagement ring come next? 


E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. 
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Eastwood City's - 


:-PSYCHIC 


Festival - © 


French Tarot Card Reader Mark Penchar 
TRU! on DivinesInapired Paintings 


November 8-14, 2007 
6 PM onwards, Eastwood City Walk 2 


(Eastwood City 


Te: 687-6770 o 74 + 0917-8.EWCITY 


Eastwood City 


у Richard Роп 
Mic toto Some, 


Frank Sinatra, Rod Stewart, 
Harry Connick, Jrand more. 


Every Tuesday at 8PM 
Eastwood Fuente Circle 


FREE ADMISSION! 


Eastwood City 


WE OWN THE NIGHT 
3:20, 5:55, 8:35, 1:00 
ыз 
 GAMEPLAN 
1:15, 3:35, 6:05, 8:35, 11:06 
6 


RA 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 


E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (С-5) Quezof City LIONS FOR LAMBS 


1:40, 4:00, 0:20, 840, 11:00, 
каз 
LUST, CAUTION 
135,425, 7:45,10:55 
Ala 


687-6963 
GUARANTEED SEATS 
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Don't let yourself 


go bald.. 


even the ladies 


agree. 


There's a lot you miss if you're bald— sharing 
intimate moments when your partner runs her hands 
through your hair..being confident to strike a 
conversation with women without feeling self- 
conscious about your receding hairline...pulling a 
suave move to give ladies a lasting impression... 


Take Actor/Businessman Joey Marquez's advice, 
"Don't let yourself go bald.” Like most men, Joey 
equates losing hair with losing charisma, potency 
and vigor. "You tend to look older with less hair. And 
nobody, wants to look old. I'd rather be seen as 


classic, not old," added Joey. 


Stop hairloss as soon as you experience its 
early signs with Svenson's intensive treatments. 
End hairloss now so you'd never have to miss a thing. 


Call now for a FREE consultation. 


call 892-HAIR (4247) 
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4 LIONS for LAMBS « THX 
130 320 530 740 950 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


Ticket Pica THICYMO 199. mie Sine130 ӨЗГӨН 


6 GHOST SON 
3240 300 520 740 1000 


2 GAME PLAN 
1230 250 5:10 730 950 


7 ATAUL for RENT. 
30 DAYS of NIGHT 


110 320 
520 740 1000 


3ELCANTANTE 
1200 230 500 730 1000 


8 indieSine: 2 MINUTES LATER 
130 300 450 640 830 


4 BALLS of FURY 
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9 HIDE and SEEK 
130 320 530 740 950 


5 WE OWN THE NIGHT 
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BERNICE ILAGAN MANIE MAGBANUA JR. FRANCIS MAGALONA CAROL BUNJAN RED 
Nov 14 to 20! Exclusive at INDIESINE, Robinsons Galleria! 
METRO EAST Tee rie: F100 / P110 082-8199 082-8199 
1 BALLS of FURY 5LUST CAUTION 
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STARMILLS 
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EE 


BACOLOD (034) 441. 
1 THE SEEKER: Dark Is Rising 

2 HIGHLANDER 

3 indieSine: GULONG 

4 HIDE and SEEK 

5 RETRIBUTION 

6 MR. WOODCOCK 


re) 
ЫР GULONG is a moving love story of-a couple separated by 
| time, who find themselves together-again'In,thà sunset of their 
Gulong tives. it is about friendship, Iove and life. Tho story Is told from | 
ths point of view of Арво, a smart; kindhearted boy whose 
quest for an old bicycle reveals the stuff he Is made o 
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1THE SEEKER: Dark is Rising 
2 АРАТ DAPAT DAPAT АРАТ 
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eter Price: 000/90. (048) 875-1627 


4 HIDE and SEEK 
5 BUTTERFLY on a WHEEL 
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A FILM BY SOCKIE FERNANDEZ _ 


Tchat Price P70.50 / P8050 
(033) 336-8070 
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NOVEMBER 13, 2007 
LOS ANGELES—A SPOKESWOMAN TOR 
Michael Jackson on Friday denied reports that 
the former "King of Pop” will be forced to give up 
his Neverland ranch in California over delinquent 
loan payments. Raymone Bain said the singer, 
who has not lived at the property since his acquit- 
tal on child sex charges in 2005, did not default 
ona $23.2 million loan on the home. 
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2:15, 4:50, 7:26, 10:00 


BALLS OF FURY 
мтясв GP 1:10, 3:15 


Catch the Cineplex Special 


Shang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privileges, rewards and discounts. 
Apply at the Shang Cineplex ticket counters. 
Log-on to www.shangcineplex.com 


th floor, Shangri-La Plaza Mail 
EDSA corner Shaw Blvd. Mandaluyong City 
Call 633-2227 or 6334735 

for more detai 


POWER PLANT 


C I.N EM А 


ROCKWELL CENTER, MAKATI 
паапаппипп 


BALLS OF FURY 


TEL:896-1440/41 
aon 


GAME PLAN 
1:10,3:30,5:50,8:10 


6 
145345 
30 DAYS OF NIGHT 
R13 
5:40,7:55,10:10 


EL CANTANTE 
R13 
12:30,3:00,5:10,8:00 


WE OWN 
THE NIGHT 
R13 
12503:15,540, 
8:05,10:30 


LIONS FOR LAMBS 
PG13 
1:50,4:00,6:10, 
8:20,10:30 


LUST CAUTION 
R18 
12:40,3:50,7:00,10:10 


EL CANTANTE / 20 

DAYS OF NIGHTS [Pie] 
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FOR INQUIRIES PLS. CALL 722-4532 LOC 116 
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The less visible talents 


IN SHOW BUSINESS, THE MOST 
visible personalities are the 


а lovejealousy relationship between 


the star dummy and the “invisible 


oues шзуошил. 


ENTERVAÁÍNMENT 


Ga teway ылы. metusa 


gatewaymalicomah 


Маго асте, singers program VIEWFINDER handler? We have no way of finding FULL STADIUM SEATING 

hosts and other on-camera person- ; out, because the handlers identity is tet yG; IDEO ~ 

alities like newscasters and field or confidential, but the seeds of psycho- cid EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 
segment reporters. These “highly Mesto; logical drama have been pl inour - 

visibles are fussed over and ү, Torre fecund and nosey writer's psyche! WE OWN THE NIGHT GAMEPLAN 


praised by the viewing and listening 
public, and get the lion's share not 
just of the fame, but of the atten- 
dant fortune as well. 

But these stars wouldnt shine as 
brightly if it weren't for the entertain- 
ment industry less visible talents and 
personnel, from producers and direc- 
tors all the way down to propmen and 
make-up artists. 

Fact Б, itis these “less visibles" who 
actually make the entertainment ma- 
chine run. Without them stars 
‘wouldn't have productions in which to 
stat, and would have to content them- 
selves with performing for the benefit 
of their relatives, their pet puppy and 


450 pm РИО ААЛ 7:20pm ЗАШСА ws COCACOLA 
their bathroom mirror. anonymous! So, even as the dummy or Korean telenovelas accessible to lo- 

I fno 50, cal viewers. They may be utterly un- | 
Veil of illusion heinhabisislionzzedbythousandshe known, but some fig etn here 


Even less known and recognized are 
show biz workers who must hide 
themselves from public view to sustain 
the veil of illusion the entertainment 


ruin the illusion that Kokey is a living 
and breathing extraterrestrial. 

Tt seems unlikely that anybody 
would believe that Kokey is a person, 
since he looks so obviously like a dum- 
my or puppet. But TV is so powerfully 
persuasive that some clueless viewers 
are “fooled.” 

Os even ifthey aren't, TV people are 
keen on sustaining the “official” illu- 
sion that the latest TV star is alive. 

We're interested in Kokey's “invisi- 
ble" handler because he's helped make 
the show's title character a big star, 
while being constrained to remain 


remains unseen and unknown. 

How must he feel about this? Is it 
just part of the job for him, or would he 
‘want to be known for himself? Is there 


Less extreme in this regard, are all 
the other manipulators and handlers 
of the scores of product “mascots” that 
personify a wide range of brands, espe- 
cially those that manufacture goods for 
children. 

‘Since the “fame” of the mascots they 
manipulate isn't as great as Kokey’s, 
these puppets’ handlers most likely 
would be less potentially conflicted, 
but they're every bit as invisible. 

Also unseen by viewers are the han- 
dlers of characters in some children's 
shows on TV like "Sesame Street" and 
Highs. 

Other "invisibles" include the versa- 
tile dubbecs who make foreign movies 


ented than a number of the stars we 
have. Isn't that ironic? But then, the 
entertainment world is rife with such 
instructive ironics. 
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PBA GAMES 
Nov. 14, Wednesday 


LIONS FOR LAMBS 
1307 4801630] 900 


ААА... D Greatest Performance 
Of My Life 
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AKON - LIVE IN MANILA 
Now 29, Thusdoy 8pm 


TEN: PIOLO PASCUAL LIVE AT THE ARANETA 
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5 atta 
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CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
Alabang Town Center - 842 2782: 772 1860 
Ayala Cener Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 
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“oma - 807 3000 
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Monterey and Virginia Foods Event 


November 11; 3pm to 7pm; Activity Center 
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Jobstreet Job Fair 
November 14 to 15, Activity Center 


WE OWN THE NIGHT LUST CAUTION EL CANTANTE 
AYALACENTER SLR 2 3 4 Р; Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
1 МЕ". BALLS or Fury | меромо paze ME ciues August - December 2007 
1 = For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 or visit www-repertory-philippines.com 
THE GAME PLAN LUST CAUTION 


MARKET! 
MARKET! 


2007 Shell National Students Art Exhibition - 100 Best Entries & Winners 
November 8 to 18; 2007; Ground Floor 
For more info, pis. call 757-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or email museum_inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 
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RATING 
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She's got killer grades and a killer resumé. 
Now, she's in a job that's killing her. 


| ALL AGES ADMITTED 
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JOHANSSON 


LAURA 
LINNEY 


DIARIES 


FROM MAKING THE GRADE TO MAKING THE BED 


E GRAND OPENING TOMORROW vane 


OPENS TOMORRE 


| AFTER “THE GRUDGE" & “THE MESSENGERS" 
COMES ANOTHER TERRIFYING MASTERPIECE 
FROM SAM RAIMI THE DIRECTOR OF “SPIDERMAN 1,283" 
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HINDING- 
HINDI AKO А- 
ALIS, ARVIN. 
HINDI KITA 


INSTEAD OF BARKING 
AT YOD.. 
o 
% 


BABY BLUES. 
[Po чор тиет 


SOND cur 
MY BAe? 
меш / 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY PM. JUNIOR 


DEMONSTRATING MY 
FEELINGS TOWARD OUR 
RELATIONSHIP. 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


TIN Чо) SHOW SAN "NGS" 
соте T Ger rar ho ust m, 


томом чо. J——4 


[hen ,wegoy! z'M 
ResuRRecTING MM 
HAPPINESS SURVEY, 


Now , LeT Me ASK oU 


А QuesTioN: ARE Чоо 


= 
Wait. I'M Still 
Decidine. 


PHO SP gen Mo, FARE >, 
a 8 
Doa мир SA 

e MD 


BNG PRESS CLUB $4, 


ING mp GUST) KONG 
NALAMAN PARENG 
SOWA АУ,., 


KUNG SIND YUNG ARTIST 
TETE ArNe, 


ai. HOROSCOPE i 


ACROSS 
1 Old adages 


5 Sew loosely 
10 Be adjacent to 


14 Dropping noise 
15 Charged 


particle 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're involved in the world around you. Yo 
strong social conscience because you're passionately opposed 

tice. You work hard to stay abreast of things. (You do your homework. 
You're а realist; nevertheless, you have а whimsical, imaginative side. 
Your year ahead will be fascinating because you're going to study or 
learn something important to you. 

Birthdate of: Whoop! Goldberg, comedlanvactress; Chris Noth, actor; 
Robert Lous Stevenson, poeUnovelist 


16 Profuse 
17 Gilette razor 


18 Greek leter 
19 Should that be 


the case 
20 Steakhouse 


question? 
23 Classical 
heading? 


24 Ms. Zadora 
25 Опе- 


dimensional 
28 Penetrated a 


thick skull? 


30 War god 
32 In addition. 


33 Very long cold 
snap 


35 Fellow 
36 Thinktank 


Ву Robert Н. Wolfe 


verd North Woodmere, NY 


fai 

A wia axe 

43 Assent asea 

44 Axton or 
Wiheim 

46 Agreement- 
breaking words 

50 Go beyond 

52 Miss Piggy's 
pronoun 

53 кез ша 

54 Paternity 
hearing 

NU 

Yatic sor 

50 Oklahoma су 

61 Spoke feisely 

62 Lip coat 

63 Baylor of 
basketball 

64 Pure and 
simple 

85 Give up 

86 Hit back, e. 

67 Рап of AAF 


que 
TL 
= 
үст 
2-80 
= 

22 Berin lea 
ma 
EE 
m 
tiie, 
= 
NNNM 
= 
eee 
as 


DOWN 

1 Gives rise to 

2 Athlete Gibson 

3 Passed slowty 

4 Practice 
punching 


Bed or crackers 

a7 Smal 
wiripods 

28 Сарана 

4 xar 

$1 бшуге е 


52 Swing or pop, 


е 

55 Christmastide 

56 Korbutof 
amass 

51 mater 

EI 

59 ~ Daun 
Tong 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Today the 
Moon opposes your 
sign. This means you 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 tà 


something that calis 
teachers or authority figures in 
easy day to learn 
the world in general. Travel any- 
to secure your be- 
debt. How much do you own, and 
when dealing with others. Listen 
22); Be patient wath 
ment might not come easily. Try to 
Sep. 22): You're 
creative ventures. Artists can be 


ARIES (March 21 to 
©) attention to yourself 
today. Quite likely, It 
your Ше. Ве mindful of tis. 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
Something. | Studies 
will go wel. You have 
where it you can. 
С GEMINI (May 21 to 
3 longings, especialy 
anything having to do 
how much do you owe? 
to what others say, especially part- 
mers and close friends. 
co-workers today. A- 
though others am 
‘make your success the success of 
others 
playful today but in a 
serious way. This is 
productive. Discussions about the 
Care or educanon of chidren are 


April 19): You will do 
LESE 

wet 
beget 

eum 
Né 1 
S rcr 
& LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

EX 
6 

EE 
= 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
ба. 22): Home, fami- 
and real estate mat- 
ters are your primary 
focus today. What 

can you do to feel more secure 

about your domestic scene? 


SCORPIO (Oct, 23 to 
Nov. 21): Discus- 
sions with others are 
serious. This is a 


good ume to plan ahead for the tu- 

ture. You might also get advice 

from someone older, wiser or 
more experienced than you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

22 to Dec. 2i): t 

‘Shopping today, you 

А wont spend уш 


money {йош 
^ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
make you more emo- 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18}: Work alone 
or behind the scenes f 
you can today. You 
government. 


You don't want to waste anything 
today. You want to buy practical 
to Jan. 19): The Moon 
's in your sign today. 
tional тап usual, It wil probably 
бган people to you in an Indirect 
need а itie time by 
yourselt. t's a good day to sort out 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Discus- 
sons with rends 
might be Калк and 
emotional today. Con- 


‘things that wil last for a long time. 
Although this can 
way. Lady Luck is with you today. 
Физ if you have to deal with the 
versations with someone of an age 


difference could be important. 


Difficulty Level Ж Ж 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 


Answer to previous puzzle 


~ 
o 


53 


lo|e|s||v|[eie|-: 
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63007 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndic: 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. TT > 
Photos by Rudy Esperas For a new 


MATINEE mor mino ‘fantaserye, 
Gutierrez thanks his lucky stars > 
harhet seared ofsrakes а matinee 
coming GMA 7 fantasy series idol learns 
Kamandag.” he had to remain 

were made to crawl all over his 
body : 
sek законе ей АШ 

he recalls. "E was nervous at first 

but Thad o remain сайт. many grapple 
ase, was assured that the snakes 


were not venomous and were like a 
pretty ham 


ка кодеш шз! snake from 
` because hes playing Vergel, a half 
RICHARD shows snaketoa плас on the fantaserye 


frightened Maxene. Vis m oS иңү 


to slither 


an 


MARK Anthony and Richard are 
$ : both snake men but one turns to evil 
Animal lover fighter $ à E = ‘while the other tries to stop him. 

Tt helps that he has always been 


fascinated with animals. niques that would force an oppo- ег character. For one thing, he has Reyes relates. “This is the most 
“I did a lot of preparation pent to submit.” ‘venom in his body!” ambitious project I've worked on 
physically and mentally—for the era says that Gutierrez isa dili- As bonus, Gutierrez also has because it combines ‘Encantadia’ 
role,” he recounts. gent student. “He's good. He's one two new leading ladies, Maxene and ‘Barbell Mulawin and Dar- 
‘To help Gutierrez get in charac- of the top three among all the stu- Magalona and Jewel Mische, and па” 
ter, the Kapuso network flew in Fil- — dents I've had so far.” a new nemesis in Mark Anthony Needless to say, the Kapuso net- 
{pino-American mixed-martial arts “{Jeama lot from him, especial- Femandez. ‘work is “gung-ho and supportive,” 
fighter Brandon Vera from the US. ју the importance of being disci- “Working with new people says Reyes. 
“Т gy to train with Brandon еў- plined when training.” Gutierrez makes my job interesting,” says “We have a new studio in Mari- 
ery day, two hours, twicea day” ^ says Gutierrez. lao, Bulacan, and the costumes by 
Не says that Vera, an Ultimate Тһе actor insists that his "Ka- It is also Gutierrez's first timeto Noel Flores adhere to the orgañic 
Fighting Championship (UFC) mandag” persona is different from work with Reyes on a major tele- snakeskin look,” relates Reyes. 
heavyweight, is teaching him vari- the other heroes he has played so serye. “We also made sure that Richard 
ous styles like Muay Thai, but they far specifically the avian “Mu- Reyes points out that although сап move well in his snake suit.” 
are focusing on Brazilian jiujitsu Jawin,” the alien “Captain Barbell” he remains faithful to the original Topel Lee, second unit director, 
since the combat sport “involves and the jewel thief "Lupin." concept of Caparas, he has also is overwhelmed. "Ive always 
ground fighting.” “My director, Mark Reyes, and I updated the material by adding wanted to do action projects. Оп 
MARK Anthony gets a. Gutierez explains: "Brandon watched my past shows to make new details. this show, I realized how hard this 
makeover as Пеене Бай  wantsmetoleamtograpplelikea sure our attack is different,” “We came up with a snake peo- genre is. We devote alot oftimeon 
guy. snake, aswell as the differenttech- Gutierrez notes. “Vergelis an edgi- ple mythology and kingdom,” each scene.” 


Ski 
STYLIST works on “Starstruck” 
babe Jewel Mischel's tresses. 


4 LAST-minute grooming for the 


YOUNG actor insists Vergel is different from his past roles. DIREK Mark shows brothers and co-stars Richard and Elvis some test shots. Kapuso’s snake man. 


Intrigued by ‘Tribu,’ diplomats visit Tondo 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Edwin Bacasmas 


"WHAT CAN WE DO FOR TON- 
do?" 

This was the question diplo- 
mats from the European Union 
asked journalist-filmmaker Jim 
Libiran after watching his criti- 
cally acclaimed film “Tribu.” 

In response, Libian оп s à 5 А 
Wednesday brought the foreign — 7, А Р MEMBERS of the European diplomatic corps are oriented on the 
delegates—all 15 of them—to . Fa living conditions of Tondo residents. 

‘Tondo, Manila, where the digital x 


E ue Madrid from Spain. Film Festival, where the movie will 
“T told them to look at the place 


: "^ s Libiran said there are two more be screened on either the “Forum 
and decide for themselves. After И Я М { P E tour schedules, this time for dele- оп New Cinema" or "Panorama" 
the tour they said they would : gates oftwootherEuropeancoun- section. 
meet to discuss their next move,” d tries. He added that another film “I'm hoping to bring four of the 
Libiran told INQumem Entertain- = Tm 1 , screening at the Alliance Tech- actors with me to this trip. The 
menton Saturday. —— и d р nologies Corp. office in Макай Getty Institute is planning on 

The digital film, which runs for * 4 + 4 City isset on Nov. 21. sponsoring a hip-hop exchange,” 
an hour and a half, chronicles the = $ Libiran added that a represen- the director said. "Apparently hip- 
activities of real-life gangsters. It E К tative of the United States Em- hop is also big in Germany" 
bagged the Best Film in the full- = x bassy has also contacted him fora “Tribu” explores the "darker side. 
length feature category of the possible screening. of Tondo,” where boys join gangs 
third Cinemalaya Philippine Inde- 2 z b Following its successful show- іп search of “quick fixes and cheap 
pendent Film Festival. ing at the recently concluded Pu- thrills.” It also aims to acquaint its 
E S some of san Intemational Film Festival in viewers to the freestyle gangsta 

guests were shocked with what а, “Tribu” is setting its rap and hip-hop scene that is the 
thes sav che others were tilled to them. One said that in бег household chores and take care of the film was shot. The tour ended I о анги еа 
to see where the actors—all gang тапу, most of the gangsters are their younger siblings,” said Libi- at 12:30 p.m. ч 
members in real life—live. not respectful of their parents, but ran. One diplomat described the 
"The movie endeared the boys not these boys. They still do Тһе diplomats frst gathered аг tour as a “very sobering experi- 
the Vitas Base 1 in Tondo at9am. ence" The other said he was 
Then they proceeded to the new "overwhelmed." 
‘Smokey Mountain, which isonlya Тһе diplomats were composed 
few hundred meters away from of Gabriel Munuera from the Eu- 
the old infamous garbage dump. ropean Commission; Airi Karges 
Shortly after, they gathered at from the Embassy of Finland; Jitt 
the barangay hall of the old A. Pascual, Mirja Benikovic and 
Smokey Mountain seulement, Anton Famstrom from Sweden; 
"where a community leader dis- Clarizza Aseron, Paula Schindeler 
cussed the living conditions of the and Daniel from The Nether- b uod 
residens. The delegates also lands, Tina Tschan, Ina Duehring 
watched а short program orga- Patel and Klaus Tesch from Ger- { 

: nized by teachers and students іп many; Janet Picken from Britain; 

GERMAN delegates Klaus Tesch and Tina Tschan documenttheir trip the community And then the Deorge Jun Leony Feydean from GANG members Billy Cruz (second from left) and Shielbert Magat, 
to Tondo. group went to visitthe area where France; Javier Laporta and Carlos who became overnight superstars, now serve as tour guides. 


GROUND ZERO: 


AFP report 
says it can't 


defeat NPA 
by 2010 


THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIP- 
pines has had limited success in de- 
stroying the firepower of communist z 
insurgents, putting it way behind the 3 
target of wiping out the rebellion by £ 
2010, a classified military report said. ~. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, who is 
also the AFP Commander їп Chief, has 
said she wants the communist New 
People's Army (NPA) largely defeated 
bythe time she steps down from power. 
in June 2010. 

But an assessment report seen by 
Reuters said the military was not win- 
ning enough victories against the NPA, 
which despite the collapse of commu- 
nism worldwide, continued to strike a 
chord with poor Filipinos angered at 
widening inequality at home. 

“Although there were successes in all 
threat areas, the military was not gain- 
ing enough to attain strategic victory 
at the desired rate,” said the report on 
the government's Operation "Bantay 
Laya," or “Guard Freedom." 

“If the military continues its opera- 
tions at the current rate, it is projected 
that the communist insurgency will be 
defeated by 2018,” the report pre- 
pared by the Office of the Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Plans said 

AFP REPORT A19 


Escaped 


"Wednesday, November 14,2007 Jc IOsections / Vol.22 / No.339 P18 


ite of the explosion, the south ceiling of the south entrance to the Batasan complex, 


КУ аа 


TOO MUCH POLITICS. That's how President Arroyo explains the country's unrelenting 
poverty at the National Anti-Poverty Commission Cabinet Group meeting at Malacañang 
‘on Tuesday. She cites politicians and groups without heart and soul. (Story on Page A4.) 


Bribery whistle-blowers charged 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THEY SPILLED THE BEANS AND NOW 
they are being haled to the Office of 
the Ombudsman to face criminal com- 
plaints. 

The Philippine Trial Lawyers Associ- 
ation yesterday slapped charges of di- 
rect bribery and violation of the code 


of conduct and ethical standards and 
the antigraft law against nine officials 
who admitted that they received “cash 
gifts” in Malacafiang on Oct. 11. 

The PTLA claims to be a 29-year-old 
private corporation composed of 
roughly 700 lawyers actively engaged 
in litigation in courts and quasijudicial 
and administrative agencies. 


‘website: wwwdnquirernet 


which happened after the members of the House of Representatives were leaving after its final session shortly after 8 p. 


BATASAN BOMBED 


Basilan solon, 2 others 
killed; 8 hurt in blast 


By Christian V. Esguerra, T] Burgonio, Jeannette Andrade and Julie Aurelio 


A POWERFUL EXPLOSION LAST NIGHT ROCKED THE 
south wing parking lot of the Batasan complex in what was 
described as a terrorist attack that killed three people, in-: 
cluding Basilan Rep. Wahab Akbar, and wounded eight oth- 
ers, two of them also lawmakers. 


House Speaker Jose de Venecia said 
the blast occurred shortly after the ple- 
nary session was adjourned at 8 p.m. 
He said a bomb caused the explo- 
sion, which came on the eve of the re- 
sumption of a congressional hearing 
that is likely to result in the squelching 


In 2005, the group asked the 
Supreme Cour to stop a House inquiry 
into the "Hello Garci” wiretapping scan- 
dal which suggested that Ms Arroyo 

rigged the 2004 presidential elections. 
Its president, lawyer Marcial Magsi- 
no, has also filed sedition charges 
against former National Bureau of In- 
BRIBERY) A20 


Naia launches new 
campaign: We walk 
the extra smile 


By Tarra Quismundo 


SMILE, YOU'RE AT THE NAIA. 
The Manila International Air- 
port Authority (Miaa) has 


migration and customs officers 
and police and quarantine per- 


fYouths in South 
cash in on call 
center boom 


By Jeffrey M. Tupas 
Inquirer Mindanao 


launched a new campaign to 
brand the country's main gate- 
way as the smiling airport. 
Travelers arriving at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport 
(Naia) terminals 1 and 2, as well 
asthe Manila Domestic Airport 


sonnel. 

‘And lest they forget, airport 
staff will be wearing red and yel- 
low smiley buttons—the size ofa 
bottled water container's bottom. 


DAVAO CITY—JADE SUAYBAGUIO WANTS 
to send his sick mother to the hospital, but 
this is just wishful thinking for a 19-year-old 
son ofa laborer. 

His father had stopped supporting the 
family, leaving the responsibility to him 
and his elder sister, who, unfortunately, 


detainee tags 
Palparan 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


Batting for as much recogni 
tion as other country campaigns 


THE YOUNGER OF TWO FARMER- 
brothers who claimed to have been de- 
tained and tortured by the military tes- 
tified yesterday at the Court of Appeals 
that then Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan 
had warned him during his detention 
to keep his family from joining human 
rights groups and protest rallies. 
‘According to Raymond Manalo—who, 
along with his brother Reynaldo, is now 
їп the custody of the Free Legal Assis- 
tance Group—Palparan asked him if he 
was afraid of the military officer whom 
activists had tagged as a “berdugo” 


ESCAPED/AIS 


——————D€ 


will be greeted with smiles by im- 


МАГА? 


lost her job recently. 


YOUTHS/AI0 


Old Erap foe tapped to go after his 


By Jocelyn R. Uy, 
Jeannette l. Andrade 
and Kristine L. Alave 


THE MORAL OF THE STORY SEEMS 
to be what goes around comes around. 

In an ironic twist, the fate of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada's luxury cars 
is now in the hands of an old foe, Rey- 


naldo Berroya, who has been tapped 
by the Sandiganbayan to help in its 
search for vehicles it could seize as part 
of the recently pardoned plunder con- 
vices ill-gotten wealth. 

Sheriff Ed Urieta yesterday asked 
Berroya, now chief of the Land Trans- 
portation Office (LTO) and assistant 
transportation secretary, to furnish the 


———— Sees 


antigraft court's Special Division copies 
of the papers of all vehicles registered 
in Estrada's name, “so that proper pro- 
ceedings may be undertaken in accor- 
dance with the rules of court.” 

The Sandiganbayan is looking at four 
sport utility vehicles owned by Estrada, 
but it needs confirmation from Berroya's 
office, Urieta told reporters. 


of an impeachment complaint against 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. (Story 
on Page A10.) 

"1 mention the possibility of a terror- 
ist, an anarchist or an extremist who 
wants to destabilize ... the national 

BATASAN/ AIO 


Gov. Ed: Lone 
star witness : 


in bribe probe: 
By Inquirer Staff 


ON THE EVE OF A SENATE INQUIRY 
into the distribution of cash gifts in 
Malacafiang as President Macapagal- 
Arroyo faced a new impeachment 
complaint, Gov. Ed Panlilio of Pampan- 
ga said he was unfazed because he* 
would simply tell the truth. (See relat- 
ed story on Page A20.) 

Panlilio, today's star witness in the; 
nationally televised inquiry, said hè 
had prepared a statement on how he. 
came to receive the P500,000 on Oct. 
11 ав he walked out of Malacafiang. 

Volunteer lawyers, some from Ate-. 
neo de Manila University, have given 
Panlilio a “dry run" of what he could 
expectin the veritable torture chamber 
at the hands of Senate inquisitors. 

Panlilio, а priest of 26 years, has 
never faced a public hearing in his life. 

^] have no fear, I am prepared," said 
Panlilio, whose confession that he re- 
ceived P500,000 in Malacafiang trig- 
gered a series of revelations of payoffs 


GOv.ED/ АЗ! 


luxury cars 


Making no effort to disguise his 
amusement, Berroya told the INQUIRER: 
“Poetic justice is the right term. 

“I was jailed even if I was innocent. 
He (Estrada) was jailed, found guilty, 
but subsequently pardoned. He may 
not have been convicted for his other 
offenses, but he was convicted 


‘OLD ERAPFOE AIO 


few 


A 
WEATHERFORECAST 
 PORECAST Southern Luzon, Visayas and Northern 


i rainshowers and Iu 


wih slated answers or thunderstorms. 
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Casino video may show Dalaig killer 


Cops hopeful tape will solve mystery surrounding Comelec exec's death 


' WHAT'S INSIDE 


POLITICKING 
keeping us poor, 
says GMA 

ГАА 


MILITANT 

solons file radical 

land reform bill 
ГА 


FIREWORKS 
makers oppose 
ban proposal 

/A11 


ASIA INTERNATIONAL 
AUCTIONEERS, INC. 


Your Best Source of Quality Machines in Asia 


Caren] 


рери 
КОБАН РЕЛЕ) 


OVER 2,500 MENS TO BE SOLD) 


By Tina G. Santos 


THE MANILA POLICE HAVE GOT- 
ten hold of a video that authorities 
said could provide more clues to 
the murder of Alioden Dalaig, the 
chief of the legal department of the 
Commission on Elections. 

Chief Supt, Roberto Rosales, the MPD di- 
rector, said the video footage was taken by 
the closed circuit television (CCTV) at the 
Hyatt Hotel and Casino. 

Dalaig, 64, was shot to death late Satur- 
day as he was walking near the hotel on M. 
H. del Pilar and Pedro Gil streets. He died of 
alone bullet that pierced his heart. Authori- 


ties found P300,000 in his pocket. 

Rosales said he could not describe just 
yet the contents of the security tape which 
‘was turned over by the Phi 
ment and Gaming Corp. (Pagcor), which 
runs the hotel casino. 

“We cannot divulge other details for now. 
because we're still reviewing it,” he said. 

A source at the MPD, who refused to be 
named citing a gag order imposed by high- 
er authorities, said the footage showed 
what was happening “inside and outside” 
the premises of the hotel. 

“The footage could show if Dalaig had really 
been to the casino, who he was with or who he 
had spoken to,” the source said, adding that the 
tape might help to identify the gunman, 

"The source would not say if the tape had 
caught the actual killing of Dalaig or if it showed 


Gov't, MILF start informal 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


‘THE GOVERNMENT WILL OPEN INFORMAL. 
peace talks with the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) today in Kuala Lumpur to finalize 


КЛ 


Inspection 


Dates: Ч олалар Munday t» Tus 


NOVEMBER 21, 22, 23 & 24, 2007 
(Walnenday, There, Fring & Saterday) 
NOVEMBER 18, 19 & 20 


the agreement on ancestral domain, Mala- 
сайап said yesterday. 

Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process 
Jesus Dureza announced that the govern- 
ment panel led by chief negotiator Rodolfo 

Garcia was now supportive of 
the expansion of the Muslim ter- 
ritory in Mindanao, a ticklish is- 
sue that had led to an impasse in 
the talks in September last year. 

The informal talks їп 
Malaysia, which is brokering 
the talks—will usher in the re- 
sumption of the formal peace 
negotiations soon, said Dureza 
after he attended a National Se- 
curity Council Cabinet group 
meeting in Malacañang. 

"There will be а formal resump- 
> tion of talksif things will go well in 


156 - BULLDOZERS 


m 


2000 KOMATSU D375A-3 WITH GIANT RIPPER 


(todays) meeting,” said Dureza 
‘who was optimistic the signing of 
an agreement "on the bigger issue 


him playing in the casino before he was killed. 

In an earlier interview, Chief Insp. Ale- 
jandro Yanquiling, head of the MPD homi- 
cide division, said a Pagcor employee had 
tecognized Dalaig and "told us that Dalaig 
was a regular player at the casino." 

Robbery has been ruled out since the 
cash was untouched, but a transaction that 
Dalaig supposedly had at the casino would 
be looked into, the police official added. 

The MPD said it was looking at all angles 
in Dalaig's murder. 

Supt. Nelson Yabut, chief of the MPD 
criminal investigation and detection unit, 
said they were focusing on a possible con- 
nection between the killing and the sensi- 
tive job that Dalaig held at the Comelec. 

“As of now we are looking at poll 
protests,” he said but did not elaborate, 


peace talks 


of ancestral domain" could take place soon, 
"maybe within the month or so.” 

He said both panels could hammer out a 
final peace agreement once the ancestral 
domain issue was settled, 

Both panels have clashed on the number 
of villages to be included in a proposed ju- 
ridical body which the Moro rebels seek to 
establish, and whether this should go 
through a referendum or not. 

The two panels had earlier agreed that 
the Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao (ARMM) would constitute the core 
of the future Bangsamoro Juridical Entity. 

“If we can hurdle this, we are very confi- 
dent we can move very quickly on the other 
issues,” said Dureza. 

These issues involve economic develop- 
ment in the ARMM, a ceasefire, and other 
"residual issues” such as governance, im- 
plementation of the peace agreement, 
framework and integration of MILF rebels 
into the Armed Forces, he said. 


Glorietta 
probe at 
80% —cops 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL 
Police will have accomplished 
only 80 percent of its investiga- 
tion into the Glorietta 2 explo- 
sion on Monday, a month after 
the tragedy in which 11 people 
were killed and more than a 
hundred injured. 

But Director Geary Barias, 
chief of the National Capital Re- 
gion Police Office (NCRPO), 
told reporters yesterday the 
PNP would have “something 
substantial” to report on Mon- 
day. 

“By that time the confusion 
will be clarified,” Barias said of 
the investigation into the inci- 
dent which PNP bomb investi- 
gators have theorized was a gas 
explosion but which the owners 
of the mall have contested. 

Barias said members of the 
Inter-Agency Arson Task Force 
ПАТЕ) аге combing through the 
basement of the mall in search 
of more clues and will finish the 
task by Friday. 

“By Friday, they will come up 
with their initia report, so that on 
Monday, we will have something 
substantial [to report] than a day- 
to-day bulletin," Barias said. 
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Pain keeps 
Saguisag 
on respirator 


THE PAIN FROM SOME OF HIS 
cracked ribs prevented doctors from 
taking former Sen. Rene Saguisag off 
his breathing apparatus yesterday. 
"Breathing on his own requires him 
to move his chest and this causes pain 
from his fractured ribs ... We're look- 
ing to address the pain concern," said 
Eric Nubla, Makati Medical Center's 


He said Saguisag whose condition 
remained on the "upswing" might 
have to stay in the intensive care unit 
for a longer period. 

In an earlier medical bulletin, Nubla 
said Saguisag could be moved out of the 
ICU by the weekend, adding that this was 
not official, just his “personal assessment.” 

He said Saguisag seemed to be cop- 


wife Dulce’s death in the car accident 
they were involved in. 

“He has plenty of support through 
interaction with his family,” Nubla told 
reporters in the hospital lobby. "He's in 
good spirits ... He seems to be han- 
dling it well. He's more communica- 
tive. In fact, he received more guests 
today” 


inserted in his airway and attached to a. 
respirator was removed, Saguisag would 
be able to speak freely and it was likely 
that he could be moved to a regular root. 
He said an expert on pain manage-, 
ment was looking into Saguisag's case, 
Asked if it was likely Saguisag woul 
not be able to attend his wife's burial 
оп Friday, Nubla said: "I guess you can 


head of patient relations. 


ing well, days after he was told of his 


Nubla said that once the tube that was 
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Pacture-perfect skin can now be 
a reality with IPL Photorejuvenation 
Treatment. No other procedure has 
ever been developed that can 
accomplish so much with so litle risk. 
IPL Photorejuvenation Treatment 
helps banish freckles, dark spots and 
spider veins without a trace. 
Restaurateur Cristina Gonzalez- 
Romualdez is one satisfied client. She 
relates, "Some skin problems І had 
were freckles and a bit of melasma. 
IPL gave me a more even complexion. 
* [remember after the 3rd or 4th session, 
there was a big improvement. But 
| even after the 1st session | could 
| already see an effect because my 
| pores tightened. Somebody told me. 
£ my skin was glowing...and this was 
| Tight after an IPL treatment!" 
{ IPL is a gentle, non-invasive 
| treatment that uses a broad spectrum 
[of light to treat the face, neck, chest, 
f back, hands and virtually anywhere. 
} that sun damage or blemishes show. 


!t.uses the Intensa, Pulsed, Light. 


technology to correct a variety of skin 
conditions and skin imperfections: 
freckles, skin discoloration, signs of 
aging, age spots, unsightly spider 
veins, broken capillaries, rosacea and 
other blemishes, 

Another fan of IPL is Actress/ 
Interior Design Consultant Carmi 
Martin. She happily narrates, "| used 
to have an uneven skin tone, because 
of pigmentation and freckles. After 
IPL, my skin tone became even! In 
the past, Ра always have to wear 
make-up because | was afraid to let 
people see me without it. Now, since 


TV Host Lyn Ching-Pascual is 
also another IPL advocate. “My skin 
tends to get dry and | easily get 
freckles and dark pigmentations 
even if I'm not exposed to the sun 
for too long. With IPL, the dark 
pigmentations on my face have 
lightened considerably after just 2 
treatments! My friend was surprised 
to see my freckles gone...and that 
my skin looked better! The wrinkles 
in my eyes have lessened too. Now 
that's a great bonus!” 

Cristina, Carmi and Lyn are 
only three of many satisfied clients of 


emish 
Eraser That 


| love going to Boracay, І can enjoy 
the sun and sea make-up free!” 


Carmi Martin 


IPL, Aside from 

the visible 

improvement in 

their skin, they 

experience 

. - relatively. по 

downtime. This means that one can 


To know more about IPL 
Photorejuvenation, just call Facial Care 
Centre at 892-SKIN. That's 892-7546. 


ristina Gonzalez-Romualdez 


== 


Truly 


when you enroll on 
Nov. 12-17, 2007 only. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2007 


GMA blames too much politicking for poverty 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
ARroyo yesterday blamed too 
much politicking for the 
poverty in the country and 
asked Filipinos to help her 
fight the “heartless and soul- 
less" politicians and groups 
who are ready to use force to 
obtain their goal. 

The President made the re- 
marks at the start of a meeting 
yesterday of the National Secu- 
rity Council Cabinet group. 

Inher opening statement, the 
President said there were many 
reasons behind the tragedies 
Hey had befallen 12-year-old 


RAR EEVES © ASSOCIATES 


ВА Has Attorneys Who Were Formerly Employed by The USCIS (previously INS), 
State Department (US Embassy), and The Immigration Courts. 


Marianet Amper and Comelec 
chief lawyer Alioden Dalaig but 
she wanted to focus only on one 
of these reasons and that was 
too much politics in the coun- 
uy 

She was referring to Amper 
who killed herself purportedly 
because of her family's poverty 
and Dalaig, the chief legal offi- 
cer at the Commission on Elec- 
tions who was shot to death at 
the weekend by unknown as- 
sailants. 

“Many people are poor be- 
cause there are Filipino lead- 
ers who place politicking and 


their self-interest and ambi- 
tions above that of the na- 
tion,” the President said in Fil- 
ipino. 

"And there are politicians and 
groups who are heartless and 
soulless and ready to use force 
to obtain their ambitions and 
objectives,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo said a "preoccupa- 
tion with polities past and pre- 
sent” will not help the country 
move forward. 


lating. 


Tired of political rhetoric 
She said the people were 
tired of “negative political 
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rhetoric,” chiding lawmakers 
for not doing their job of legis- 


“We call on legislators to stop 
the political wrangling and start 
legislating,” the President said, 
the third time she had made the 
call ina week. 

‘The President called on the 
nation, including its leaders, to 
fight the politics that results in 
violence, corruption and the ne- 
glect of the poor. 

“This will not be easy but we 
have to resolve this so that the 
problem of poverty, violence 
and conflicts in the country will 


other things. 


poverty. 
Political reforms 


administration 
not worsen,” she 
said. 

She said the gov- 
ernment should fo- 
cus on creating 
jobs, ^ lowering 
prices and provid- 
ing affordable 
housing, among 


reforms. 


the President said. 


This was why the Cabinet 
meeting yesterday focused on 
bringing peace to Mindanao 
and providing more services to 
the poor such as clean water, 
education and the P1-billion 
fund that she recently ordered 
released to fight hunger and 


The President said it was for- 
tunate the economy continued 
to improve and, because her 
had 
mented economic reforms, it 
was time to push for political 


“Let's work to lessen con- 
flicts, fight corruption, stop vio- 
lence and put on top priority the 
welfare of the ordinary people,” 


‘The meeting came on the eve 
of the revival of the Senate in- 


quiry into two issues against the 
administration: The alleged 
cash gifts distributed at Mala- 
cañang meetings to congress- 
men and governors allegedly to 
buy their support against Ms Ar- 
royo's impeachment, and the al- 
legedly anomalous deal on the 
National Broadband Network 
project with a Chinese company 
that implicated her and her hus- 
band, 

According to two officials 
present at the meeting, there 
‘was no discussion of any new 
destabilization attempts 
against the administration. 

They said the agenda had to 
do with developments in the 
peace process, involving the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front, 
the Moro National Liberation 
Front and the Communist Party 
of the Philippines-National 
Democratic Front. Christine O. 
Avendaño 


imple- 


Senate vows to pass '08 
budget by December 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


THE SENATE WILL WORK TO PASS THE 
budget by next month so Congress can ap- 
prove and submit it to Malacafiang before 
the end of the year, said Senate President 
Manuel Villar. 

The House of Representatives on Mon- 
day passed the proposed P1.227 trillion na- 
tional budget for 2008 on third and final 
reading. 


Rolled-over budget 
1f approved by Congress, this will end 
three years of the government having to 


their versions of the budget bill before sub- 
mitting it to Malacafang for President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's signature. 

In the past three years, the government 
had been forced to operate on reenacted 
national budgets because of Congress’ fail- 
ure to pass Malacafiang's proposed budget 
ontime. 

If Villar makes good on his word, it will 
be the first time in recent years that 
Congress would pass the national budget 
before the end of the year. 

The House approved the President's bud- 
get intact, but realigned about P30 billion 
from automatic debt payment appropria- 
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work with a rolled- 
over budget. 

The House is ex- 
pected to transmit 
today the budget 
bill it approved to 
the Senate, which 
has.’ been holding 
parallel’ — budget 
hearings. 

"This is good 
news because the 
House was able to 
pass the budget by 
November. We will 
make sure the Sen- 
аге passes the bud- 
get before 2007 
ends," Villar said in 
Filipino. 

"This wil be 
good for the econo- 
ту because if the 
budget is enacted 
before 2007, we 
will regain the in- 
vestors’ respect,” he 
added. 

The House and 
Senate will still 
have to reconcile 


tions, transferring the amount to education 
and health. 

Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, chair of the 
House appropriations committee, steered 
the budgets passage їп the House. 

His Senate counterpart, Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile, chair of the finance com- 
mittee, said his committee will report 
the Senate budget bill for floor debates 
on Nov. 26. 


Relevant and transparent 

Villar said the Senate will scrutinize the 
P8 billion allocation for antipoverty pro- 
grams "to see to it that the propoor pro- 
grams are relevant, realistic and transpar- 
ent.” 

The House-approved budget gave 
the education and public works depart- 
ments the biggest outlays, with 
P145.975 billion and P94.461 billion, 
respectively. 

The defense department received 
56,053 billion; interior and local gov- 
ernment, P52.609 billion; agriculture, 
P23.756 billion; transportation and 
communications, P22.339 billion; 
health, P16.259 billion; agrarian re- 
form, P13.006 billion; justice, P10.184 
billion, and foreign affairs, P10.053 bil- 
lion. 


Corrections 


IN THE NOV. 8 ISSUE, a front-page story—"Girl, 11, loses 
hope, hangs herself"—misstated the age of Mariannet Amper, 
the girl from Davao City who committed suicide. Amper was 
12—not 11—years old. 

‘THE SAME MISTAKE appeared in the Nov. 13 issue in Conrado 
de Quiros’ "There's the Rub” column—"Corruption kills"—on 
Page A10 of the Opinion section. 

IN THE NOV. 11 ISSUE, a front-page story— "RP choirs har- 
vest medals in int] chorale tilts"—misstated the name of a 
choral group that won an award im the First Asian Choir 
Games held in Jakarta, Indonesia. The group, which won a 
gold diploma in the mixed youth choir category, is the Lyceum 
of the Philippines University Chorale—not the Lyceum Uni- 
versity of the Philippines Chorale. 

IN THE NOV 12 ISSUE, the editorial on Page A14 of the Opin- 
ion section—"Replacing Abalos"—misstated that lawyer Ro- 
mulo Macalintal was among those Malacafiang had consid- 
ered for the post of election commissioner. Macalintal was not 
on Malacafiang's short list of candidates for the Commission 
оп Elections post, to which Moslemen Macarambon was even- 
tually appointed. 

IN THE NOV. 13 ISSUE, John Nery's “Newsstand” column оп 
Page A11 of the Opinion section—"Praise the Lord and pass 
the ammunition" —misspelled the surname of a cofounder of 
the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty. The 
cofounder's name is Fr. Robert Sirico—not Siroco. 

THE SAME COLUMN misstated the name of the writer of the 
song, “Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition,” as well as 
the period when the song was written. Frank Loesser—not Irv- 
ing Berlin—wrote the song during World War Il—mot 
Woodrow Wilson's war (World War D. 

Readers may send their correction of factual errors in writing 
wes ete ce rp 
‘enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 

romplaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Lorna 
кай, rol readers advocate, ema adds readersadvocate inquir: 
ercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47.93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 focal 342. 
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Pinoys formally welcome 
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~ ed CAMPBRIDGE Tel: 252-0531 
ARCHBISHOP Adams gets a warm Filipino 
welcome at the airport on Nov. 1. етом 


‘THE LOCAL CHURCH HIERARCHY FOR- 
mally welcomed Archbishop Edward Joseph 


‘Adams, the new papal nuncio to the Philip- X: s -— 
pines, with a liturgical celebration in his 2 movie tickets: PHP320 == 
honor yesterday at the Manila Cathedral. 


Catholic Bishops Conference of the " 

Philippines (CBCP) president and Jaro popcorn and drinks: PHP260 
Archbishop Angel N. Lagdameo read this 
message for Adams: As the Pope's pastoral . ; 
link to the Philippines, one of the papal proving nice guys get the ks, che 
nuncio's challenges would be the fact that Pu 

majority of the Catholics in Asia are here. 

Lagdameo expressed the Filipinos’ wish 
for Pope Benedict XVI to visit the Philip- 
pines. 

“The Filipino people, in fact, would most 
gladly welcome in person the Holy Father, 
Pope Benedict XVI, whose worthy ambas- 
sador you are,” he said. 

Lagdameo, in behalf of the 130 bishops 
of the CBCP expressed the hope that Adams 
would spend many years in the Philippines 
and even retire here as many American mis- 
sionaries have done. 

“As we Filipinos would say, ‘Feel at home 
with us,” he said. 

‘Two of the country’s cardinals participat- 
ed in the liturgical celebration. Manila Arch- 
bishop Gaudencio B. Cardinal Rosales led 
the welcome ceremonies for the new apos- 
tolic nuncio while Cebu Archbishop Ricardo 
Cardinal Vidal gave the homily. Adams him- 
self presided over the Mass. id 

Adams, 63, arrived in the country on 
Nov. 1 and was welcomed by Rosales along 
with other bishops. 

He replaced Archbishop Fernando Filoni 
who was appointed Substitute of the Vati- 
can Secretariat of State in June 2007. 

The new papal envoy, the 15th Apostolic 
Nuncio to the Philippines, was born in 
Philadelphia, USA, on Aug. 24, 1944, and 
was ordained a priest in 1970. 

Adams has served with the Holy See's 
Diplomatic Service since 1976 and has been 
assigned to Rwanda, Kenya, Honduras, Ire- 
land, Denmark and Czech Republic. Beverly 


T Natividad 
THE DAILY 
GosPEL 
Wednesday, November 14, 2007 
32nd Week in Ordinary Time 
Frances Xavier Cabrini 
‘st Reading: Wis 6:1-11 


Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus was pass- 
ing along the border between Samaria and 
Galilee, and as he entered a village, 10 lepers 
came to meet him. Keeping their distance, 
they called to him, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity 
оп us!” Then Jesus said to them, “Go and 
show yourselves to the priests.” Now, as they 
went their way, they found they were cured 
One of them, as soon as he saw he was 
cleansed, rurned back praising God in a loud 


voice, and throwing himself on his face be- there are seme things money can't buy. for everything else 
fore Jesus, he gave him thanks, This man was = 


а Samaritan. " 4 
coy кечириле Бый 2, Gmel 


praise to God but this alien?" And Jesus said 
has saved you." 
се 

The Word of God warns the leaders of the 
world that they will be judged, not just as indi- 
viduals but for all the effects of their collective 
actions/decisions in the world. And God's judg- 2 
ment will be swift and terrible on those whose = 2 
choices disobeyed the laws of God, and disre- ч а H E P j P Ж 
garter of te epee ele fll Introducing MasterCard PayPass 
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to it. But only one gives thanks, only one ac- 
knowledges Jesus’ power and goodness and 
blesses God, And this person was not even a be- 
liever. Does God look at all of us (the other 
nine) and say, "Where are you?” 


CClaretian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St. UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Вах 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
E-mail; ci@daretorg: Websites: htp//wow bible. 
йн (Claretian Publications) & 
hup://wuw.clarerphilippinesorg (Claretian Mis- 
sionaries in the Philippines) 
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Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran 
submitted the House bill, which was 
drafted in a convention involving 
the peasant group Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), the 
fisherfolk group Pamalakaya, Ami- 
han-National Federation of Peasant 
‘Women and Unyon ng mga Mangga- 
gawa sa Agrikultura. 


‘Class war’ 

Aimed as a replacement for the 20- 
year-old Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP), the bill was 
co-authored by Bayan Muna Repre- 
sentatives Satur Ocampo and 
Teodoro Casifio; and Gabriela Wom- 
en's Party Representatives Liza Maza 
and Luzviminda Ilagan. 

KMP chair Rafael Mariano predict- 
ed a “class war” in Congress, saying 
they expected land-owning legisla- 
tors to block the measure. 

Mariano said that despite previous at- 
temps at land reform, "seven out of 10 
peasants do not own the land they tl 

He said the cost of farming had risen 
to P14,280 per hectare, leaving farm- 


ers just over P5,000 in profits per crop- 
ping to pay their debts and land rent. 
“Usury is во rampant in the country- 
side that interest rates for loans reach 
upto 400 percent,” Mariano said, 
"Land grabbing and evictions, as 
‘well as crop conversions, are also very 
rampant but when farmers stand up 
to oppose these, the military is sent in. 
to silence them,” Mariano charged. 
The filing of the GARB coincided 
with the third year anniversary of 
sugar worker rallies at Tarlac’s Ha- 
cienda Luisita—owned by the family 
of former President Corazon Aquino. 
A violent dispersal at the hacienda on 
Nov. 16, 2004, left 14 people dead. 
"A genuine land reform or the free 
distribution of land would mean that 
peasants can control their own des- 
tinies, because they would not be tied 
to the oppressive and exploitative re- 
lations of production prevalent now 
in the countryside, With this, their 
purchasing power will increase and 
the whole economy would definitely 
geta big boost,” Mariano said. 
Genuine land reform as envi- 
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Militant solons file radical land reform bill 


Bill (GARB) which provides for the radical 
expropriation of big lands throughout the 
country and their distribution to farmers’ 
cooperatives and workers’ unions for free. 


sioned by the militant groups would 
entail the nationalization of all agri- 
cultural lands and their distribution 
to organized farmers for free. 


‘Technical, financial assistance 

The policy of expropriation with 
compensation shall only apply to 
landlords who have a record of “ac- 
tively supporting” progressive land 
reform. Despotic landlords with 
criminal records will not be entitled 
to compensation, the radical rural- 
based groups added, 

‘To increase productivity in the agri- 
cultural sector, GARB provides for tech- 
nical and financial assistance in the 
form of subsidies for the purchase or 
rent of farm machinery and equipment, 
and low interest or interest-free credit 
within specific periods. Its proponents 
believe this will enable them to expand 
production and raise productivity in or- 
der to assure a stable supply of food 
and other agricultural products, 

Agrarian reform and agricultural 
experts have yet to comment on 
their proposal. 
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The winner will receive a trophy by National Artist Napoleon Abueva 
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Baguio project faces dela 


NorthRail ^ project 
which aims to link 


connect Marcos 
Highway and Ken- 
non Road, the two 
main access routes to 


BAGUIO CITY—THE 
completion of a 
P120-million fiyover 
project awarded to a 


Fariñas said 
Thursday. 
Go was identified 


by Enrile during a 


on 


contractor that ad- pres conference Metro Manila by гай thiscity Vincent 
ministration Sen, Thursday as the con- toClarkin Pampanga. Cabreza, Inquirer 
Juan Ponce Enrile tractor cose to The flyover wil Northern Luzon 
claimed also won the 
$500-million North 
onda реш mum 
(NorthRail) project CITY AN Your investment at its best! 
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pected to bring traffic COUNTRY 
in this city to a stand- HOMES 2 
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ing the Christmas Barangay одап, Tegaytay Ciy 


holidays, this sum- 
mer capitals peak 
tourist season. 

Goldrich Construc- 
tion Со, the contrac- 
tor for the fiyover 
project, has been giv- 
en unti January next 
year to complete the 
"work. 

The city council 
shut down most of 
the roads leading to 
the flyover, after be- 
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55 killed in barangay poll violence, PNP reports 


., By Alcuin Papa. 


A TOTAL OF 55 PERSONS DIED 
during the recent barangay elec- 
tions, the Philippine National Po- 
lice said yesterday as it wrapped ир. 
its security operations for the Oct. 
29 polls. 

According to Director General Aveli- 


по Razon, the PNP recorded a total of 
99 election-related violent incidents 
between Sept. 29, the start of the elec- 
tion period, and Oct. 29. Forty-five 
people were injured in election-related 
violent incidents around the country, 
the PNP said. 

Razon said the figures were an im- 
provement over those of the 2002 


barangay elections, in which the PNP 
recorded 159 election-related violent 
incidents and 75 dead. 

The 45-day election period for the 
barangay elections officially ends to- 
day, and the nationwide prohibition 
on the carrying of firearms imposed 
by the Comelec is to be lifted at mid- 
night. 
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"ADVERTISEMENT 


Razon described the Oct. 
29 barangay and Sangguni- 
ang Kabataan polls as the 
“most peaceful and widely 


military, local government units, 
NGO volunteers and the cooperation, 
of the citizens,” Razon said. 

He said the PNP was vigorously pur- 
suing criminal cases against 542 per- 
sons arrested for violation of the Om- 
nibus Election Code and firearms ban 
during the elections. 

Razon also ordered all PNP regional 
directors and heads of operating units 
to ensure the successful prosecution of 
cases filed in court against the gun ban 
violators. 

The PNP fielded 73,000 personnel 
to perform election duties during the 


In the May 2007 national and local 
elections, 18 police personnel were 
killed and 32 others were wounded 
while performing election-related du- 
ties. 

“Our experience in the national and 
local elections held earlier in May al- 
lowed us to identify some weak points 
in our security operations which we 
were able to correct during the Octo- 
ber 29 barangay and SK elections,” 
Pagdilao said. 

He said the PNP will recommend 
that the Comelec hold special elections. 
in areas of the country with a history of 
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sildenafil Fortunately, an all-natural sex pill that is well 
known in Europe is now here. POTENSAN® is BFAD- | 
approved, contains no dangerous chemicals, needs mo | 
doctor's prescription, and has a 14-year safety record. 
Potensan can be taken by men AND women (for 
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cise in recent years.” 
| „ве generally peaceful 
situation before, during 
and after the polls is largely 
due to the efforts of the 
Commission on Elections in 
instituting reforms in the 
electoral system with the 
assistance of the police, 


military personnel, particularly 
in places identified as areas of 
concern. 

PNP spokesperson Chief Supt. 
Samuel Pagdilao said one police 
officer was killed and two other 
lawmen were wounded while per- 
forming election duties during the 
period. 
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piracy in the country. 


They believe that the use of unlicensed software, which is a criminal offence 
under the Intellectual Property Law of the Philipines, must be put to a stop. 


EHPI DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AND CHMI LAND, INC. 
Only Use Licensed Autodesk Software in its Business! 


EHPI Development Corporation anà CHMI Land, Inc. are companies 
involved in the development of real estate subdivisions. 


EHPI Development Corporation and CHMI Land, Inc. strongly advocate the 
use of original and licensed software belonging to Autodesk, Inc. and 
support the Government of Philippines in their drive to combat software 


They recognize that the use of licensed software creates innovation and 
contribute to the growth of the Information and Communications Technology 
industry creating more job opportunities to the Filipino people. 


EHP! Development Corporation and CHMI Land, Inc. are now taking 
advantage of the benefits of increased productivity and efficiency using 
Autodesk, Inc's licensed software in its drafting and design processes. 
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political violence, intense political ri- 
valry and presence of threat groups. 


Slain gov’s son 
appeals to gov't 


ILOILO CITY—THE SON OF SLAIN FOR- 
mer Antique Gov. Evelio Javier has called 
оп the government to oppose the refugee 
bid in Canada of Rodolfo Pacificador who is 
wanted for his father's murder. 

“They should file an opposition through 
the Philippine embassy" said Francis 
Gideon Javier in a telephone interview. 

Javier was reacting to a recent ruling of 
the Federal Court of Canada (FCC) order- 
ing a third hearing on Pacificador's bid for 
refugee status. 

Pacificador, who has been living in Cana- 
da for 20 years, is among the principal ac- 
cused in Javier's murder on Feb. 11, 1986. 

Pacificador’s father, former Assembly- 
man Arturo Pacificador, was acquitted of 
charges in the killing in October 2004. 
Eight of his supporters, however, mainly his 
security men, were convicted. 

The FCC last month reversed a ruling of 
Canada's Immigration and Refugee Board 
(ВВ) denying Rodolfo's application. It or- 
dered a new hearing by a different panel of 
the IRB to hear his petition. 

Arturo Pacificador welcomed the Cana- 
dian court ruling. 

“It just shows the Canadian courts firmly 
believe my son will be persecuted and will 
not get a fair trail in a Philippine court,” he 
said in a telephone interview. Nestor P Bur- 
gos Jr., Inquirer Visayas 
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Senate to compel Neri to attend broadband probe 


‘THE SENATE BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE 
will compel Commission on Higher Educa- 
tion Chair Romulo Neri to attend its next 
hearing after he failed to return in the on- 
going probe of the aborted National Broad- 
band Network (NBN) project. 

In a press conference, Sen. Alan Peter 
Cayetano said that most of the senators had 
agreed to subpoena Neri to appear before 
the committee next Tuesday. 

Cayetano noted that Neri, after his first and 
only appearance at the Senate where he 
aimed that former Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos had offered him a 
P200-million bribe to fast-track the NBN pro- 
ject of ZTE Corp. of China, had failed to fulfil 
his promise to attend the last three hearings 
either because he was sick or was abroad. 

Cayetano said the senators had become 
impatient with Neri who had invoked exe- 
cutiive privilege when pressed to reveal the 
President's instructions after he told her of 
the bribe offer by Abalos. 

Businessman Jose “Joey” de Venecia Ш 
claimed that Neri related to him that the 
President had ordered the project be ap- 
proved despite being informed of the bribe 
Neri vehemently denied the claim. 

The blue ribbon committee is expected to 
hold two or three more meetings within the 
month before wrapping up its probe and com- 
ingupwithareport. GilC.Cabacungan Jr 


Naia launches 
new campaign: 
We walk the 
extra smile 


From page Al 


such as “Malaysia: Truly Asia" and "Amazing 
Thailand," Miaa is capitalizing on the Fil- 
ipino's innate friendliness to “give a new 
glow” to the Naia and the domestic airport. 

“Even when we are in distress, we are 
still smiling. After we cry, we smile. Tt has 
become a trait we're known for,” said Miaa 
General Manager Alfonso Cusi during the 
launch of the new smile program at the ag- 
ing Майа Terminal 1 yesterday. 

Hence, Майа smiles and says: “We walk 
the extra smile." 

Miaa launched a smile campaign in 2004 
and even came up with a jingle, "Your 
Smile, Our Joy" The initiative, however, 
was implemented only among Miaa em- 
ployees, excluding other agencies at the 
airports 


Intensive and expanded 

This time, a more intensive and expand- 
ed program will be enforced among ай air- 
port workers, from Miaa's 1,500 regular 
employees to the hundreds of contractual 
‘workers to the personnel of all government 
agencies serving air travelers. 

By merging passenger enhancement pro- 
grams with a bright and ambitious market- 
ing strategy, Miaa will try to prove how peo- 
ple and services can overshadow whatever 
Manila lacks in facilities 

"I've said this many times. Yes, we have 
inferior facilities compared to our neigh- 
bors. We can't do anything about the facili- 
ties now [because] it will take time before 
we can change them,” said Cusi, referring 
to legal problems holding up the opening of 
the mothballed Naia Terminal 3. 

“But let's not be discouraged. Let's 
bring out our strength—our people. 
When it comes to people, we're the best 
In all countries, our workers are in de- 
mand because of our attitude, because of 
our smile," he said 

‘This, while Miaa continues to implement 
what little improvements it can to the aging 
international and domestic terminals 
where, as airport development chief Tirso 
Serrano said in introducing the program, 
there's “little room for expansion.” 


Highlighting OFW 

"We are now saying that we will go the 
extra smile. But when can we say that we 
have become the smiling airport? Baka 
sabihin nila, (they might say) we are smil- 
ing because of the cracks in our facilities," 
Cusi said, cracking up the audience of air- 
port officials, workers and guests 

Serrano said the campaign would go 
hand in hand with an advocacy campaign 
highlighting the overseas Filipino worker 
(OFW), which would be undertaken 
through a partnership with The Filipino 
Channel, the overseas broadcast arm of 
ABS-CBN. 

Miaa had undertaken preliminary steps 
toward the smile program early this year by 
issuing a passenger decorum handbook, a 
handy manual laying down decorum and 
grooming guidelines for Naia's frontline 
personnel. 

“The process of realizing, redefin- 
ing—they all require action. Just launching 
this program is not enough. We wear the 
button but we do nothing—what will hap- 
pen to us? We will just be fooling our- 
selves,” Cusi said. 

* ` challenge begins now. We want to 
bz an airport that will go the extra smile. 
We have to support that with action." 


TEXT TANGO: Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita shares a text message with Public Works 
Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane while waiting for President Arroyo to arrive at the Aguinaldo 
State Dining Room at the Palace to preside over the National Anti-Poverty Commission 
Cabinet Group Meeting. 
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езе broadband deal in which he said ex-Comelec Chair Benjamin 
Abalos tried to bribe him but invoked executive privilege when it 
came to his conversation with President Arroyo. оняцоч 
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Impeachment complaint lies in state in House 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Christian Esguerra 


ON MONDAY, THE HOUSE COMMIT- 
tee on justice moved to kill the im- 
peachment complaint filed by lawyer 
Roel Pulido by declaring it sufficient in 
form. The committee deliberations 
were to resume today and a declara- 
tion that it lacked substance was ex- 
pected. 

Ву administration reckoning, the com- 
plaint will be killed and buried before the 
end of this week. 

Saying they would not take matters 
sitting down, however, opponents of Ms 
Arroyo yesterday immediately served 
notice they would elevate the impeach- 
ment battle to the Supreme Court. 


“Hopefully, within the week this will 
be finished,” proadministration Rep. 
Matias Defensor, chair of the House 
committee on justice, said after his panel 
declared the supposedly sham impeach- 
ment complaint—filed by lawyer Roel 
Pulido—sufficient in form while reject- 
ing an opposition attempt to strengthen 
itthrough an amendment. 

‘The justice committee is scheduled 
to meet again today, this time to deter- 
mine whether the Pulido complaint is 
sufficient in substance. 

‘The opposition expects the committee, 
dominated by proadministration lawyers, 
to finally rule the Pulido complaint as 
Jacking in substance, effectively killing it. 

‘Such an action would have the effect 
of immunizing Ms Arroyo against a 


more formidable impeachment case 
because House rules bar the filing of 
more than one impeachment com- 
plaint against the President in a year. 

Senior Deputy Minority Leader Roi- 
lo Golez of Parafiaque said the entire 
minority bloc would boycott today's 
justice committee hearing following its 
rejection of the supplemental com- 
plaint filed by lawyer Adel Tamano.. 

Without the Tamano addendum, the. 
Pulido complaint would remain tooth- 
less and have no chance in administra- 
tion-dominated committee. 

"The outcome is like debating 
whether the sun will rise tomo 
row— you already know the answer, 
Golez told the Inquinen. 

The Pulido complaint is seeking the 


removal of Ms Arroyo on grounds of 
betrayal of public trust because of her 
supposed failure to take action on re- 
ports that bribery marred the award of 
а $329-million National Broadband 
Network deal to China's ZTE Corp. Ms 
Arroyo later scrapped the deal. 

The committee's rejection on Mon- 
day of the Tamano addendum sparked 
a walkout by the minority bloc. 

Defensor said the committee had 
been fair in handling the impeachment 
case and could continue to be fair “in 
the sense that we will go by the rules." 

Asked if the dismissal of the Pulido 
complaint would render moot the 
Tamano addendum and another im- 
peachment complaint filed by the pro- 
gressive bloc in the House, Defensor 


said: “Yes. That's how I look atit." 

Tamano said he would question in 
the Supreme Court the Defensor com- 
mittee's decision to brush aside his ad- 
dendum meant to strengthen the Puli- 
do complaint. 

“I plan to bring this to the Supreme 
‘Court because the allegations of corruption. 
and bribery and the payola in Malacafiang 
are too serious," Tamano told reporters, 

He was referring to the distribution of 
paper bags each filled with cash ranging 
from P200,000 to P500,000 to congress- 
men and governors who attended sepa- 
rate meetings with Ms Arroyo at Mala- 
cafiang on Oct. 11. 

Tamano said he would bring his case to 
se e tih court "sometime next week or 


Batasan bombed; Basilan Rep. Wahab Akbar killed 


From page Al 


government,” De Venecia said. 

Ina televised statement at midnight, 
Ms Arroyo said she would like to as 
sure Filipinos and foreign countries 
that her government would hunt down 
those responsible. 

“We call on the people to avoid spec- 
ulation, allegations and rumors that 
might create confusion, fear and divi- 
sions,” she said. 

Police said initial 
showed Akbar, 47, a former governor 
of strife-torn Basilan island, who was 
reportedly directly hit by the blast, 
might have been the target. 

Akbar died of severe burns and head 
injuries at 10:25 p.m: at the Far East- 
ern University Hospital where he was 
transferred from General Malvar Hos- 
pital near the Batasan. Akbar's aide, 
Kimnar Indanan, was seriously 
wounded, suffering burns in the face 
and leg and a broken arm. 

Akbar's car was eight meters away 
from the explosion. 

National Capital Region Police Of- 
fice Director Geary Barias said Akbar 
was apparently about to get into his 
car when the explosion occurred. 

“The initial information we got was 
that the driver of Congressman Akbar 
usually parked their car in the south 
‘wing near where the motorcycles were. 
So it seemed they had developed a pat- 


tern and who ever was responsible had 
timed the explosion,” Barias said. 

Friends said Akbar was to meet today 
with Mindanao governors prior to the 
resumption of the Malaysian-brokered 
peace talks with Moro separatist rebels. 

‘The second fatality was identified as 
Marcial Taldo, driver of Gabriela party- 
list Rep. Luzviminda Ilagan, who herself 
was wounded, said Barias. 

Taldo died on the spot, said Barias. 
He was found in the driver’s seat with a 
"very big wound in the nape.” 

A member of Negros Oriental Rep. 
Henry Teves’ staff, identified as Maan 
Bustalifio, died of severe burns around 
midnight. 

‘Teves was wounded and was reported 
in serious condition with multiple shrap- 
nel wounds and burns at St. Luke's Med- 
ical Center. He is a grandson of former 
Rep. Herminio Teves and nephew of Fi- 
nance Secretary Margarito Teves. 

Also reported seriously wounded 
was Ismael Lim, driver of Gabriela par- 
ty-list Rep. Liza Maza. 


Bomb remotely detonated 

Barias said the bomb was apparently 
left on a motorcycle parked near Па- 
gan's vehicle and was remotely deto- 
nated. He could not immediately de- 
scribe the type of explosive. 

"This is not conclusive, bur it looks 
like it was Congressman Akbar who 
was the target,” said Barias. 


Barias said no bomb parts so far had 
been retrieved. He said there was a crater 
of*around three feet on the bomb site." 

In all, four vehicles and two motorcy- 
cles were damaged in the blast. The 
owner of one of the motorcycles was 
identified as a cameraman of Congress. 
"We are questioning him now. 

De Venecia said he had spoken with 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. "The 
President is very concerned about 
what took place here because it was 
only a few weeks ago that the Glorietta 
incident took place. 

Eleven people were killed and more 
than 100 were wounded in the explo- 


Old Erap foe tapped to go after his luxury 
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nonetheless for a different offense. 
That's the law of karma." 

But for all that, Berroya said he had no 
plans to use his position to get back at the 
ousted President. 

“The Sandiganbayan sheriff deliv- 
„ered a letter requesting the LTO to fur- 
“nish them a copy of all [the papers] of 

the vehicles registered to Estrada. 
That's my only role in the forfeiture of 
his assets,” Berroya said. 


Bad blood 

The bad blood between Estrada and 
Berroya goes a long way, starting when 
the former was the Vice President and 
head of the Presidential Anti-Crime 
Commission (PACC) 

Berroya, along with SPO4 Jose 
Vienes, Francisco "Kit" Mateo and 13 
others, was charged on Sept. 22, 1993, 
by the PACC Task Force Habagat, 
then headed by now Sen. Panfilo Lac- 
son, with the kidnapping of Taiwanese 
Chou Cheung Yih alias Jack Chou. 

Berroya was convicted in 1995 by 
Judge Oscar Pimentel of the Makati 
Regional ‘Trial Court Branch 148 and 
incarcerated at the New Bilibid Prisons 
for three years. 

The Supreme Court subsequently 


overturned the RTC’s decision, and he 
was released on Dec. 12, 1997. 

During Estrada’s presidential cam- 
paign nine years ago, Berroya linked 
him to a plot to kill former President 
Fidel Ramos and to other corruption 
and illegal activities. 

As President, Estrada ruled out.a 
promotion for Berroya, who had 
topped a list of senior police officials 
recommended for promotion by the 
PNP's Senior Officers Placement and 
Promotions Board in 1999. 


Even his wristbands 

The Sandiganbayan Special Division 
issued writs of execution on Oct. 30 
and on Nov. 5 directing the sheriff to 
forfeit in favor of the government 
Estrada's assets amounting to more 
than P700 million (including the P545 
million in the Erap Muslim Youth 
Foundation account and the P189 mil- 
lion in the Jose Velarde account), as 
well as the "Boracay Mansion" in New 
Manila, Quezon City. 

Bur Estrada yesterday said Urieta 
could check all his personal assets but 
he would not allow him to confiscate 
them. 

“Let them check my personal proper- 
ties. I would even let them check my 
wristbands, but there's no way I would 


allow them to touch any of my personal 
properties I worked hard for,” he told 
the Inquirer by phone. 

Urieta said that of the P700 million, 
the P200 million deposited in a bank ac- 
count of the Erap Muslim Youth Founda- 
tion had already been accounted for. 

Yesterday, the sheriff's office was 
waiting for the Equitable-PCI Bank to 
say how much the money had earned 
in interest. 

For the balance, Urieta said his of- 
fice was tracking down Estrada ac- 
‘counts in four banks that he refused to 
name pending verification. 

But he clarified that the court would 
confiscate only Estrada's real properties, 
such as his vacation estate in Tanay, Rizal, 
if the personal assets it had forfeited 
would fail to satisfy the amount it had in- 
dicated in its Sept. 12 decision. 

200 ‘owners’ 

Berroya said the LTO would help the 
Sandiganbayan “the best way we can" 
by verifying the ownership of the vehi- 
cles in question. 

He said the LTO had its work cut out 
for it, with atleast 200 Joseph Estradas 
and Joseph Ejercitos registered. 

“OF course, they have different middle 
names, but we have to sift through all of 
these,” he said, adding that so far, the LTO 


sion that hit the Glorietta shopping mall 
in Makati City on Oct. 19. The incident 
is still under investigation. The cause of 
that blast has yet to be established. (See 
story on Page A2.) 


Attempt to destabilize 

De Venecia said the usual House ses- 
sion would resume today after an 
‘overnight security sweep of the Batasan 
‘compound. “We have to show that we are 
not afraid of terrorists,” he said. 

‘Asked who was behind the bombing, 
De Venecia said, “Only a terrorist would 
explode a bomb.” 

‘Troops went on heightened alert in 
Metro Manila and checkpoints were 
set up on strategic streets. 

Rep. Prospero Nograles said that the 
bomb attack at the Batasan was a first. 
He said security measures were being 
reviewed there. He said security was 
lax last night, pointing out that a pre- 
Christmas flea market had been set up 
on the Batasan grounds by the employ- 
ees cooperative. 

Maza, quoting a member of her 
staff, said the explosion hit Akbar's For- 
tuner sport utility vehicle, which was 
parked on the driveway of the south 
wing of the Batasan complex, where 
the House holds sessions. 


Blast like thunder 
‘The Gabriela lawmaker said she and 
Парал had left the session hall together 


cars 


had found at least three registered to 
Joseph E. Estrada of Polk Street, San Juan, 
two of which were a 1965 Cadillac (PSY 
878) and a Mitsubishi Lancer (PCF572). 

He said there were also at least 11 
vehicles registered to "Joseph Ejerci- 
to,” which were still being verified. 

“We found a registration for a 
Soseph Arroyo Estrada’ and another 
for Joseph Lacson Estrada.’ Those are 
among our listings of license holders,” 
Berroya said. 

“But knowing Erap,” Berroya said, 
referring to Estrada by his nickname, 
“the vehicles are not under his name.” 

He added: “The sheriff might have a 
difficult time." 


"Harassment" 

In a separate phone interview, a de- 
fiant Estrada decried what he de- 
scribed as “harassment.” 

His eldest son, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, 
also bewailed the “political harass- 
ment.” 

“They probably dislike the idea that we 
remain with the opposition. We will con- 
tinue to remain as a member of the oppo- 
sition up to 2010,” the senator said. 

The elder Estrada said the Sandi 
ganbayan should act first on his mo- 
tion to quash the forfeiture order be- 
fore ordering Urieta to seize his assets. 


Youths in South cash in on call center boom 
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Jade no longer goes to college be- 
cause no one was financially assisting 
him. He now works as a liaison officer 
for the employees’ cooperative of 
Tagum City government and earns 
P100 daily. 

Sam (not his real name), 27, on the 
other hand, has not been regularly em- 
ployed for almost a year now. The son of 
а carpenter, he supports himself and his 
family from the small fees he gets doing 
corporate shows and community events. 

‘The difficulty of being a free-lancer is 
that events do not happen regularly, 
forcing him to even try writing thesis 
and other research works for high 
school and college students, he said. 

Both Jade and Sam now see a glim- 
mer of hope when they joined the 
Training for Work Scholarship Pro- 
gram, a multimillion-peso skills devel- 
‘opment initiative of the Technical Edu- 

avs mm 
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ity (Tesda). They enrolled at the 
Academia de Davao Inc. to learn the 
basics of the call center industry. 


Job prospects 

‘The two are among some 2,000 people 
from Southern Mindanao who are bene- 
fiting from the program. Graduation will 
give them opportunities to find jobs in 
the booming call center industry, like the 
1,600 people from the region who have 
already become call center agents. 

That life is difficult is something that 
Jade avoids to think, as this will only make 
things worse for him and his younger sib- 
lings. He said he would rather see the 
brighter side of his familys condition and 
the opportunities coming his way. 

‘Sam has availed himself of a govern- 
ment scholarship program when he 
enrolled. 

Working during the day, Jade is finish- 
ing the 100-hour course for call center 
agents atthe schoo through night classes, 


^ 


gineering course at the state-run Uni- 
versity of Southern Philippines in 
Tagum, was described by his call center 
mentor, Lorna Rasay, as intelligent. 

During a job fair for call center agent. 
aspirants in Tagum last week, Jade 
passed the interview given by 
Link2Support, a progressive business 
outsourcing company. 

“Well, I'm really happy. Things are 
turning really well for me and my fami- 
ly. I learned that I was able to pass the 
interview level and that alone is al- 
ready a huge thing for me,” he told the 
Iquinen by phone. 


Tesda scholarship. 

Getting the scholarship program 
from Tesda “is very important for me,” 
Jade said. 

"Remember that have to stop going to 
school because nobody was supporting 
me. This one is a major opportunity open 
ing doors for more opportunities for me.” 

МАА Negrid Gama 


officer of Tesda-Southem Mindanao, said 
the program, especially the one for call 
center agents, had attracted a lot of un- 
dergraduate students and job seekers. 

“Another factor, of course, is the fact 
that one applicant can easily pass the 
exam given to aspiring individuals. An- 
other is the fact that the training is for 
free,” Gamale said. 

‘The program was launched here in 
May last year with a nationwide bud- 
get of P1.06 billion. Next year, another 
P1 billion will be allocated to benefit 
those enrolling as welders, medical 
and legal transcriptionists, animators 
and software developers, and those 
who want to be in the household ser- 
vices, hotel and restaurant manage- 
ment and other critical skills. 


“Employables’ 

Gamale said the beneficiaries were la- 
beled as "employables" and "near-hires" 
or those who possess the required tech- 
nical skills and competencies. 


but the latter went straight to the south 
wing while she passed by her office. 

“I heard a loud explosion and thought 
at first it was thunder but realized it was 
too loud to be thunder” Maza said. "When. 
Tlooked out my window, I saw a vehicle 
‘on fire and near that vehicle was the car of 
Congresswoman Hagan.’ 

She said she immediately sent a mem- 
ber of her staff down to check the situa- 
tion and was told “there were bodies 
sprawled throughout the lobby." 

The bomb ripped off part of the ceil- 
ing of the Batasan lobby. 

De Venecia condemned "in the 
strongest terms this cowardly and das- 
tardly attack against the House of Rep- 
resentatives.” 

“Iwas lucky T had left a few minutes be 
fore the explosion,” De Venecia sai 
“There are many threats against us per- 
sonally against some members of the 
House.” With reports from Norman Bor- 
dadora, Alcuin Papa and Nikko Dizon 


Estrada said he would fight for the as- 
seis that the court was eyeing, particu- 
larly his residence in the exclusive subdi- 
vision of North Greenhills, his sprawling 
estate in Tanay, and his cars. 

"This seems like harassment,” he said. 
"They cannot just get [my assets]. 
There's not even a hearing. They should 
have advised us first,” he said. Should he 
fail to pay the government, the court will 
be compelled to seize his personal assets 
to pay for his liabilities. 

In an interview with radio dzMM, 
Estrada called on Urieta to wait for the 
Sandiganbayan's decision on his mo- 
tion to quash: "Don't be hasty. Rushing 
it will not result in anything.” 

But he said he would follow the law 
if the court rejected his motion. 

‘Asked how many cars he owned, 
Estrada said: "I can't count them. 
There's one for backup; there's one for 
going to the marker.” 

Chuckling, he said: "No, I'm just jok- 
ing." He added that there were three cars 
parked at his North Greenhills residence 
yesterday, but that not all of the vehicles 
were registered under his name. 

Like the Polk Street house and the 
Tanay estate, some of the vehicles are 
owned by the Estrada family’s JELP Re- 
altyCorp. With reports from Michael 
Lim Ubac and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


as they need only en- 
hancement of certain competencies to 
be given assurance of employment af- 
ter choosing their desired finishing 
courses,” she said 

Tesda data showed that the employ- 
ment rate among those who entered 
the Work for Scholarship Program, es- 
pecially in the call center sector, was 
23.3 percent for Compostela Valley, 
25.2 percent for Davao del Norte, 13.1 
percent for Davao Oriental, and 20.6 
percent for Davao del Sur, which in- 
cludes Davao City. 

Prospects for skilled workers, like call 
center agents, are bright and the de 
mand is expected to rise each year 
Gamale said. 

In 2006, Department of Trade anc 
Industry records indicated that the re 
gion needed at least 1,000 call cente! 
agents, 90 medical transcriptionists 
more than 3,000 animators and 8 
software developers 
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Fireworks makers oppose phaseout proposal 


By Carmela Reyes 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


cies to support the 
PPMDAI campaign 
promoting the safe. 
use of firecrackers 
and other pyrotech- 
nic products, instead 
ofbanning them. 
Erese said Duque's 
proposal was unfair 
because they had 
been doing their part. 
to reduce, if not puta 
stop to, accidents 
caused by fireworks. 


for the coming holi- 
day season. 

Erese said the PP- 
MDA! had just com- 
pleted a nationwide 
Series of safety semi- 
nars to guide manu- 
facturers and dealers 
inthe proper produc- 
tion and distribution 
of firecrackers and 
other pyrotechnic 
products. 

She said they also 
held dialogues with 
illegal fireworks 
manufacturers and 
dealers to encour- 
age them to legalize 


their operations. 

“А gradual phase- 
out and total ban will 
mot only impact on 
the people of Bulacan, 
especially producers 
and dealers in Bocaue 
and Sta. Maria, buton 
the thousands of peo- 
ple dependent on the 


‘Top industry 
Bulacan is consid- 
ered the “fireworks 
capital” of the coun- 
try. Firecracker and 
pyrotechnic manu- 
facturing remains a 


top industry in the 
province. 

Many Bulacan 
manufacturers used 
to operate illegally 
until 1993 when Re- 
public Act No. 7183 


regulated the manu- 
facture, sale and 
distribution of fire- 
crackers and other 
pyrotechnic — de- 
vices. 

Erese said 


government is mak- 
ing money from the 
industry — through 
taxes and permit 
and other fees paid 
by manufacturers 
and distributors. 


United Tree LENIDINGIGORB. 


CITY OF MALO- 
los—Officials of the 
Philippine Pyrotech- 
nic Manufacturers 
and Dealers Associ- 
ation Inc. (PPMDAD) 
have branded as 
“absurd” the plan of 
Health Secretary 
Francisco Duque III 
to ban the use of 
firecrackers Бу 
2010. 

Vimie Erese, PP- 
MDAI president, 
said a ban would 
leave more than a 
million people de- 
pendent on the P1- 
billion pyrotechnic 
industry jobless. 


Killing industry 
“Many Filipinos 
who depend on the 
firecracker industry 
for their livelihood 
would go hungry 
That plan would kill 
the firecracker ind 
tryin the Philippi 
Erese said in Filipino. 
She called anew 
оп the Department 
of Health and other 
government 
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Victims increasing 
Duque has pro- 
posed the gradual 
phaseout of the pri- 
vate use of fire- 
crackers and other 
pyrotechnic prod- 
ucts on the way to a 
total ban by 2010 
because the number 
of victims of explo- | EE 
sions has been rising 
year on year around 
the Christmas and 
New Year holiday. 
“From а public 
health perspective, 
there is no such thing 
as a safe firecracker,” 
he said Monday dur- 
ing the launch of the. 
Department of 
Health's "Iwas- 
Paputok” campaign 
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COPYTRADE reese 
Sy, Durano, Garcia appar Os Я 1 
lead Skal awardees 2 : 


MALL MAGNATE HENRY SY JR., TOURISM 
Secretary Joseph Ace Durano and Cebu 
Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia will lead the 
awardees of Skal International Makati dur- 
ing its 26th anniversary celebration on Nov. 
14at Intercontinental Hotel. 

‘Skal International Makati president Robert 
Lim Joseph said the awardees will each re- 
ceive the 19th Skal Tourism Personality 
Award, which is given to persons who have. 
contributed to the growth and development. 
ofthe local travel and tourism industry. 

"Since 1986 when the awards were first 
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uals for their selfless and dedicated efforts 
to promote Philippine tourism, and by ex- 
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tension, the economy" Joseph said. 

Sy will receive the Special Citation, Tourism. 
Personality Awardee for Mall, Hotel and Resort 
Industry; Durano, the Government Personality 
of the Year award, and Garcia, the Local Gov- 
еттеп Personality of the Year award. 

‘The other awardees are Jaime Zambrano, 
district sales manager of Kuwait Airways, Air- 
line Personality of the Year; Christian Pirodon, 
Intercontinental Hotel Manila general manag- 
er, Hotel Personality of the Year; Angel Ramos 
Bognot, president of Afro-Asian Travel & Tours, 
‘Travel & Tour Operator Personality of the Year, 
and Emmanuel Gonzalez, chief executive of 
Plantation Bay, Resort Personality of the Year. 

The Skalleague of the Year award will be 
presented to Hamad Al-Barrak, marketing di- 
rector of Overseas Travel, for being an exem- 
plary Skal member not just in the Philippines 
but ín Thailand, Spain, indonesia and Istanbul. 
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measles 
threat 


MEASLES COULD 
kill up to 6,000 chil- 
dren a year in the 
Philippines unless 
the country steps up 
its immunization 
program, the World 
Health Organization 
warned Tuesday. 

In а statement 
from йв regional 
headquarters іл 
Manila, the WHO said 
the measles outbreak 
which had plagued 
the country for almost 
a year would contin- 
че to spread unless 
more children were 
vaccinated, 

It did not say how 
many youngsters the 
disease had killed 
this year 

The WHO would 
declare the Philip- 
pines — measles-free 
"only if every village 
уассілагез at least 95 
percent of its chil- 
dren,” said Soe 
Nyunt-U, the organi- 
заботе ' representa- 
tive in the Philippines. 

“Failure to do so 
will result in the re- 
turn of an estimated 
6,000 deaths a year 
of Filipino children 
from this preventable 
disease.” 

‘The Philippines is 
halfway through a na- 
tionwide -antimeasles 
campaign. 

But with two 
weeks left, only 20 
percent of the target- 
ed 89 million chil- 
dren aged піпе 
months to three years 
have been vaccinated, 
the WHO said. AFP 


Patents 
reform 
urged 


THE WORLDS PA- 
tent system must be 
reformed to keep pace 
with rapid technologi- 
cal, corporate and so- 
dal changes that are 
pressuring intellectual 
property rights, ex- 
perts said Tuesday. 
‘The reforms could 
include viewing 
patens mot as a 
monopoly on innova- 
tions but as a way ol 
making information 
about them more 
widely available, Eu. 
ropean Patent Office 
vice president Michae: 
Desantes told a соп 
ference in Manila. 
New technology 
the concentration o' 
patents in the hands 
of big business and 
calls for more open 
access ro parentec 


among the challenge 
tobe faced, he said. 

The expert als 
матей the confer 
ence, which brought 
together the heads or 
intellectual proper. 
offices from around 
the world, about the 
dangers of piracy. 

"Piracy is a cancer 
to а county Th 
more piracy, the les 
development" De 
santes said, addin: 
that the patent sys 
tem should be madi 
entirely electronic t 
cope with the chal 
lenges it faced. 

The conference 
discussion agend 
was the future of in 
tellectual propert. 
| rights and the pater: 

protectin: 


Delegates зам 
wealth today was 
measured by innova 
tion and technologi 
cal know-how rather 
than just by factors 
such as land or ene: 
gyresources. AFP 


Diabetics 
seen likely 


to double 
in 20 years | 


| 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


DIABETES HAS AFFECTED MORE THAN 
180 million people in the world, making it the 
silent menace in the workplace, according to 
the International Labor Organization (1.0). 

“According to the World Health Organi- 
zation (WHO), the number is likely to more 
than double by 2030," said Minette Riman- 
do, ILO senior communication and public 
information assistant. 

For the millions of people at risk, today 
marks the first United Nations-observed 
World Diabetes Day. Nov. 14 is the birthday 
of Frederick Banting who, along with 
Charles Best, first conceived of the idea 
which led to the discovery of insulin in 1921. 

Meredith Bullamore of the Geneva Social 
Observatory explained that diabetes, a dis- 
ease that attacks the pancreas and inhibits 
the way the body effectively processes food 
asa source of energy, could be tied to many 
chronic conditions including heart disease, 
stroke and obesity. 


Difficult to control 

“The presence of multiple conditions 
makes diabetes very difficult to control and 
can be very expensive to manage,” said Bul- 
Jamore, who is currently working with the 
Geneva Social Observatory to develop а 
round-table series that would address dia- 
betes and chronic disease in the workplace. 

She added that complications from high 
blood sugar levels and poorly managed dia- 
betes could lead to blindness, kidney fail- 
ure and the loss ofa limb from diabetic neu- 
ropathy. 

“Itis very important to balance proper med- 
ication treatments with physical activity and a 
healthy diet to promote overall well-being and 
prolonged good health,” Bullamore said. 

Bullamore explained that one of the best 
methods of prevention is to develop a holis- 
tic health program that nurtures a balanced 
diet and regular exercise. 
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Stuck in a trap 


ІНЕ VERY FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES 
| to face ап impeachment complaint was Elpidio 
Quirino. Anyone interested in the origins of a now 
all-too-familiar process in our political life should refer to 
Quirino's memoirs, published by the National Historical 
Institute. Simply put, the House of Representatives in 
1949 handled things much better than the Houses of 
2000, or 2005 to the present. 
EDITORIAL The words of Quirino should ring 
down history and reach deafening 
decibels in his successor’s ears. Writing to the Speaker of 
the House, Quirino said, “The dignity of the House as well 
as of the Office of the Chief Executive and of the nation is 
involved. I therefore ask that you lose no time to act on the 
resolution in order to protect and vindicate the name of 
the Republic regardless of who is to be sacrificed at the al- 
tar of public duty.” 

In his memoirs he would write, “There was nothing for 
me to do, but to let the people find out the truth, and that 
was only what I could tell Congress to do. To this end, Ior- 
dered all the records of Malacafian to be opened to all 
members of Congress who would like to see them.” 

In that first-ever impeachment effort, the House pro- 
ceeded as follows: After the impeachment resolution was 
filed, a committee was convened which requested memo- 
randa from the President and his accusers. Then the com- 
mittee decided to obtain the facts, first, before ruling on 
the arguments of the President’s defense and his ac- 
cusers. There were oral arguments. During three days of 
public hearings, evidence and testimony for both sides 
were submitted. Memoranda on the evidence were then 
requested from both sides. Then the committee deter- 
mined if the evidence supported the charges; its report 
that the five charges against Quirino were either unsup- 
ported by evidence, or charges that were unsuitable for 
an impeachment, was then accepted by the House in ple- 
nary. 

Nowhere in his memoirs did Quirino say that he viewed 
the matter as one that should be determined by a party 
vote. Nowhere did he write that he viewed it as a “num- 
bers game.” And while he was candid about how resent- 
ful he was personally, and how catastrophic he believed 
the whole thing was for the prestige of his office, he 
viewed the whole matter, fundamentally, as a question of 
honor. 

Today, of course, the House can claim it has rules far 
different (and far inferior) to those governing impeach- 
ment in 1949. We are under a different Constitution, too, 
which lowered the bar in terms of the votes required to 
transmit articles of impeachment to the Senate. This has 
led to the adoption by the administration of a tactical, in- 
stead of ethical, approach to the impeachment process. 
Yet the kind of people involved—politicians—then and 
now aren't very different. Quirino faced vicious infighting 
within his Liberal Party reminiscent of the intramurals be- 
tween Kampi and Lakas today, with a relatively small op- 
position hounding both Presidents. 

Indeed the only difference we see is that Quirino gen- 
uinely believed in his innocence and trusted the process. 
Quirino knew, as one of the framers of the 1935 Consti- 
tution, what impeachment is: a means by which a nation 
being governed badly can gain relief. As chief executive 
he asserted that relief was unnecessary; as a lawyer, he 
knew his salvation lay in confronting his accusers and 
opening access to information, and presenting evi- 
dence. 

In contrast, President Macapagal-Arroyo mistrusts the 
process and the people in it. Her allies and critics in the 
House have conspired to approve rules that deny im- 
peachable officials proper vindication not only before the 
House, but in the court of public opinion. And the 
Supreme Court, too, has handed down decisions that 
have mutated impeachment into a race to file weak com- 
plaints to stave off genuine ones. 

In other words, all three branches of government are 
stuck in a trap, with each blaming the other for tying its 
hand, resulting in what we have today. Yet among these 
institutions, it is the House that still has in its hands the 
means to pass new rules in keeping with those of 1949. 
But it won't, because it prefers the Palace cash buffet. Its 
members worship at the altar of Mammon instead of the 
altar of public duty. 
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COMMONWEALTH AVENUE IN QUEZON CITY 
is being widened. When finished, it will be the 
widest street in the Philippines, wider than Edsa, 
C-5, or even the North and South Luzon express- 
ways. Even so the traffic jams during the mom- 
ing and aftemoon rush hours are bound to be- 
come bigger and longer every day as hordes of 
vehicles from Bulacan and other points north 
and from Rizal towns east of Metro Manila use 
Commonwealth to get to their destinations in the 
south and the west. MacArthur Highway the on- 
ly other entryway from the north, is congested. 

Also, the design of Commonwealth is faulty. 
While most of itis going to be very wide, it ta- 
pers to a funnel at Philcoa, entering the Quezon. 
Circle. So vehicles pile up at the approach to the 
Circle and the traffic jam extends all the way 
back to the Tandang Sora flyover and beyond. 
So that all that work and money lavished on 
‘Commonwealth to lighten traffic are not wast- 
ed, the Philcoa area should be widened, the 
malls pushed back, and, public utility vehicles 
prohibited From loading and unloading there. 

There is another way 15 ease the traffic con- 
gestion on Commonwealth: Construct an ele- 
vated rail line from Bulacan to the MRT depot 
on North Edsa, beside the Trinoma and SM 
malls. That way, passengers will no longer 
bring their vehicles and simply use the metro 
rail to get into Metro Manila. With that and the 
МЕТ line from North Edsa to Monumento fin- 
ished, passengers need no longer bring vehi- 
Чез or ride buses and jeepneys in going from 
north to south and vice veisa through Metro 
Manila. The interconnected elevated rails сал 
transport them all the way without their feet 
even touching the street below. 

The trouble is that the government is very 
slow in approving the construction of MRT 7, 
the line running from San Jose del Monte in 
Bulacan, above Commonwealth Avenue, then 
under the Quezon Memorial Park and North 
‘Avenue to the North Edsa depot that will then 
connect it to all the other elevated rail lines. 


Neal H. Cruz 


A proposal to do that has been pending for 
the last seven years. The proponent, Universal 
LRT Corp. (ULC), the same group behind the 
LRT 1 and MRT 3 projects, has hurdled all gov- 
ernment requirements, including the Swiss 
challenge, and yet the government is dilly-dal- 
lying on the approval of the $1.2-billion MRT 7 
project. MRT 7, the first intermodal mode of 
transportation in Asia, offers an efficient, de- 
pendable transportation to millions of resi- 
dents north of Manila. 

ULC will also build a 22-km highway (access 
road) that will connect the MRT 7 line from San 
Jose del Monte to NLEX at Marilao, Bulacan. 

MRT 7 will service initially 300,000 passen- 
ger trips and finally 850,000 passenger trips рег 
day. it will also generate massive employment 
during and after its construction. What's more, 
it would divert buses from Edsa and from NLEX 
that are now clogging the metropolis. It will be 
one sure way of solving the traffic problem. 

The project will also provide new growth ar- 
eas north of the metropolis, including employ- 
ment, housing and new businesses. MRT 7 is 
the only mass transport system that has a real 
estate component. А new housing, industrial 


and business hub will be built by the real estate , 


partner companies of ULC at its depot in Bula- 
can. There will be malls constructed at regular 
stations of the ral line. 

Aside from the revenues from its operation, 
МЕТ 7 will also save dollars for oil imports for 
power and fuel consumption. As fewer and 
fewer people use buses, jeepneys and taxis, ve- 
hicles on the road will be reduced and this will 


translate to less gas consumption. 

I construction is started next year (iftis ap- 
proved this year), MRT 7 will be fully opera- 
tional by 2012. And based on computations, 
savings on fuel as a result of its operation will 
be $83 million in the first year alone, comput- 
ed at $50 a barrel. If the price of oil remains at 
its present level of $95 a barrel, the saving will 
be $157 million a year. Fuel savings will 
crease very year, reaching between $117 mil- 
lion (at $50/barrel) and $223 million (at 
$95/barrel) every year by 2036. 

The Department of Transportation and 
Communications and the National Economic 
and Development Authority have endorsed the 
project as they found it economically viable 
‘ith its real estate component. The only obsta- 
de to its approval is the additional amount of 
performance bond that the government is ask- 
ing ULC to pay. The government wants to in- 
crease the 10 percent performance bond of the 
„Feal estate and commercial developmengs,, 

But ULC says such a condition might jeopar- 
dize its ability to generate the funds/loans and 
‘equity to support the implementation of the 
project. It, however, offers several proposals as 
a compromise. One of them is to pledge equity 
return of strategic investors according to their 
real estate development achievements. 

The MRT 7 project is one of the biggest infras- 
tructure projects (attracting major investments 
in the country) so far. It does not require any di- 
rect government guarantee and assumes opera- 
tion and maintenance risks. It also has deficit 
neutrality, which is assured by ULC's commit- 
ment to develop commercially 194 hectares of 
land adjacent to the project site, and allocate 20 
percent of the land or the profits to government. 

It is estimated that more than $2 billion in 
foreign and local investments would be poured 
into real estate development, thus pump-prim- 
ing the economy. That means additional invest- 
ment opportunities for the county and rev- 
enues for the government in the form of taxes. 


‘Ramdam na ramdam na’ 


1 FIRST CAUGHT THE AD ON RADIO SOME 
months ago. I thought it was an ad about, ог 
for, the OFWs, because it featured an OFW en- 
thusing about how things had gotten better in 
this country, his sweat now bearing fruit. The 
ad ended with him saying, "Ramdam na ram- 
dam na,” or roughly, "You can really feel it 
now.” 

Tve heard the ad several more times on AM 
radio. Its no longer just an OFW talking, it's all 
sorts of characters, including I think various 
professionals, housewives, and people en- 
gaged in livelihood projects. They all tell of 
how bright the prospects have now become for 
the ordinary Filipino. The ads end with them 
saying, "Ramdam na ramdam na.” 

1 do not recall who takes the credit for the 
ad; Ive always had the impression it was 
vague. But it doesn't take a rocket scientist to 
figure out what message it is pitching and 
who's pitching it. Its clearly meant to answer 
the criticism hurled against government that 
its claim of economic recovery, or economic 
growth, or even economic prosperity is, like all 
of its other claims, a lie. Proof of it being that 
none of it is being felt by the ordinary Filipino. 
Indeed, proof of it being that the ordinary Fil- 
ipino feels the exact opposite. It's all anyone 
can do to make both ends meet these days. 

The ad seems calculated to dispel it. The 
"economic recovery” it's saying, isn't just affect- 
ing the businessmen, ifs affecting everyone 
who has any business being inthis country. 

My first reaction when [heard that ad was to 
say, "Lo," —both in the kids’ sense of “laugh 
out loud,” and in the istambays’ sense of, well, 
what you say to someone who's just made a 
stupid remark. The stupidity in this case is 
patent: If ordinary Filipinos could now actual- 
ly feel the joys of the uplifted life, why bother 
to express it for them? Why not let them ex- 
press it themselves? Obviously because you 
did that, you might have another Ma. Theresa 
Pangilinan saying exactly what she felt. 
Pangilinan is, of course, the student who heck- 
led GMA while she was delivering a graduation 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


speech telling them how bright their prospects 
were today, if they only spoke call-center-stan- 
dard English. 

But all this was before something came up to 
completely refute the ad's message. Or indeed 
to give it a horrifically ironic twist. That was 12- 
year-old Mariannet Amper taking her own life 
‘out of ragged and unbearable hardship. 

Malacafiang is right: Mariannet is an isolated 
case. Most Filipinos do not take their own lives 
from being down and out. That doesn't mean 
they're not down and ош, it only means they'd 
rather take other people's lives than their own. 
Its a perverse view of Christian charity, or the 
saying that charity begins at home. You look at 
the crime rate and you'll know that the only rea- 
son suicide is isolated is that homicide is not. 

Many years ago, I wrote a speech titled 
“Tongues on Fire" (the first piece in a book I 
launched recently that carries the same title) 
that also mentions a suicide. Indeed, a suicide 
and mass homicide, a man who had been driv- 
en off the edge putting insecticide in his fami- 
lys food one night—or what passed for food; 
the reason he had come to that pass was that 
they had none to begin with—and killing ev- 
eryone with it. Except the wife 1 think, who 
thankfully or tragically (put yourself in her 
shoes and see whether it's something to be 
thankful for) managed to survive. 

‘At about the time that happened, I had just 
come from a meeting where people were dis- 
cussing a project. Nothing seemed impossible; 
every obstacle was swept away by someone 
saying he would get in touch with this or that 
official who would make the problem go away. 
The contrast between the two situations was 


startling and gave me to glimpse what desper- 
ation truly meant. I myself have known pover- 
ty for a great part of my life, and much frustra- 
tion and rage in the course of it, but never to 
the point where I felt completely helpless be- 
fore its onslaught. I might not have been in a 
position to get in touch with this or that fellow 
to make my problems go away, but I wasn't ei- 
ther in that strait where I could no longer tum 
to anybody for help if it came to that. 

‘That is what desperation means, having no 
‘one to turn to. Falling into a bog where the 
more you thrash, the faster you sink, finding 
no help, no exit, no hope. Falling into a state of 
nothingness, having no food, no dignity no self 
(never mind esteem), and having no one to 
tum to because your brother and father and 
cousin are even worse off than you are, and the 
comer store owner will just as soon set the dog 
loose as set eyes on you. 

None of that, of course, justifies bringing 
your family to share the fate you've chosen—it 
still remains a choice, however the line be- 
tween choice and compulsion is frayed—for 
yourself. That is absolutely condemnable. Sui- 
cide is bad enough, murder all the worse. But it 
does bring us face to face with the nature of the 
beast called despair or desperation. 

The choice is isolated, but the plight—the 
hand that pushes someone to the edge of the 
precipice, where oblivion itself becomes at- 
tractive, whether that is one’s own or oth- 
exs'—is not. That is the plight of many Filipinos 
today, the statistics notwithstanding. Mark 
"Twain did say there are three kinds of lies: 
Small Нез, big lies and statistics. Just as well, 
there are probably three sides to the lot of Fil- 
ipinos today: the rich side, the poor side, and 
the suicide. The Filipinos who kill themselves 
from finding no help, no hope, and no exit are 
few, but those who would not mind killing oth- 
crs to find a way of it are many. And their tribe 
increases by the day. 

Next time you hear that phrase “ramdam na 
ramdam na,” think of Mariannet Amper. The 
‘way things are, you can really feel it now, 
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+ ONLY A FORTNIGHT AGO, A REGIONAL ECO- 
nomist of the British banking giant, Hong Kong 
~ Shanghai Banking Corp., warned that the politi- 
cal scandals rocking the government could halt 
the momentum of economic growth that has seen 
the Gross Domestic Product grow to a record 7.5 
percent in the second quarter of 2007 in a period 
of uninterrupted growth over 27 quarters. 

Frederic Neumann wrote in a commentary: 
“We view the recent political scandals as severely 
undermining the President's ability to persuade 
the Congress to pass new policy initiatives to ad- 
vance structural reforms .. The scandals will 
make it harder for the President to advance anew 
wave of policy reforms, especially relating to im- 
proving the underlying public finance sector fi- 
nances.” 

Neumann noted that the government had 
made a commitment to wipe out its budget 
deficits and was closing in on its full-year deficit 
target of P63 billlion, with the help of privatiza- 
tion proceeds, but its fiscal performance was "less 
impressive,” suggesting that more reforms were 
needed. 

‘Ambitious expenditure plans and a sluggish 
tax collection were likely to keep the budget in 
deficit for the foreseeable future, he said. "There 
has been no material improvement in tax collec- 
tions to support sustained increase in spending 

1 on infrastructure and social services.” 

The scandals, he said, had “eroded the public 

goodwill that had been rebuilt as a result of faster 


' economic activity and a stronger Philippine peso 


allowing for easy monetary stance by the Central 
Bank." He mentioned the recent spate of scandals 
that have roiled the government, including the 
congressional investigations of the national 
broadband project contract with the Chinese 
firm, ZTE Corp., the cash payoffs to congressmen 
and governors inside the presidential palace, as 
unsettling events that have impaired the Presi- 
dent's capacity to push further reforms to finance 

, her ambitious infrastructure programs. 
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LA PAZ—THE RE-ELECTION FOR UNLIMITED pe- 
riods that Presidents Hugo Chávez and Evo Morales 
" have sought in Venezuela and Bolivia, respectively, 
reflects a phenomenon—caucillismo—that has, 
sadly, never been far from the surface of Latin 
‘American politics, At least Russian President 
Vladimir Putin had the decency to honor the form of 
his country’s constitution when he recently 
promised to step down and run for parliament. 
Of course, several recent Latin American presi- 
dents succeeded in changing their countries’ con- 
stitutions to lengthen their terms in office. Argenti- 
na's Carlos Menem, the heir to Peronism, the conti- 
nent’s most enduring form of caudillismo, was one 
such example, but his was a soft caudillismo, 
‘which basically maintained democratic norms. 
Caudillismo has two key facets. First, because 
"itis, above all, a form of political representation, 
it can have its own local particularities. Second, 
although caudillismo personalizes politics, it de- 
pends less on the characteristics of the caudillo 
than on the social, political, and economic condi- 
tions of the country in which caudillismo takes 
root. In other words, although a caudillo's charis- 
ma matters, he or she is a social creation. 
‘These two ideas are helpful in understanding 
" Chávez and Morales. Like the old caudillos, they 
concentrate representation of their supporters in 
themselves, Whereas representation in democratic 
countries is based on people's confidence that they 
- cán achieve a better future under their elected 
“leaders, in countries like Venezuela and Bolivia 
nowadays, representation is based on a simple 
identification with the leader: "He's one of us.” 
The way “us” is defined links the caudillo with 
his supporters by building an uncomplicated and 
* easily invoked collective identity that facilitates 
‘communication and political mobilization, while 
also implying submission by all citizens. Morales 
and Chávez always emphasize their humble ori- 
gins in order to appeal emotionally to those who 
share those characteristics with them, and to 
+ blackmail those who do not. 
This image is strengthened each time the caudil- 


+ ROME MEANS MANY THINGS TO DIFFERENT 
*. people. It is a place of work for many OFWs and 
-i their families, a new home to a young generation 
of Filipinos (or Filipino-ltalians) growing up 
there. It is also a place of pilgrimage for Filipino 

а Catholics who are often cartographically chal- 
+ lenged and tend to forget that Rome is the capital 

of Italy, the Vatican being а postage-stamp-size 
state within Rome. 

‘As you walk aimlessly around the so-called 
ternal City, you will find so many ancient 
» churches in and around the Pope's backyard that 

+ you cannot visit them all in one day or even three 
days. For history buffs who want to go further 

“back than Christendom, there are a lot of ruins of 

historic structures, like the Colosseum, still 
standing in the midst of a 21st-century city. There 
are many open pits or archeological sites around 
-town left to blend with modern buildings. 
If I were a teacher of early Western history, I 
would have cultural indigestion just visiting all 
the sites mentioned in the textbooks. I would 

«probably spare some euros for the enterprising 
= пеп who brave the autumn cold, walking around 

"tourist traps dressed as Roman soldiers complete 

. with sword and shield. Many of us know Rome 

from films—either sword-and-sandal flicks like 
“Ben Hur” (which used to be shown each year in 

-Manila during Holy Week together with “Ten 

25 Commandments") and more cheerful films like 
“Roman Holiday" which has been running these 

1/" days on retro cable TV for Audrey Hepburn fans. 
Ithas been more than a decade since last visit- 
~ed Rome as a Benedictine monk, staying a week 

“in the curia of our congregation, an old house tra- 

‘ditionally believed to have been occupied by the 

parents of St. Ambrose over a thousand years ear- 

«ier. Then as now, I wore comfortable shoes and 

"walked aimlessly around Rome, peeking into gar- 

dens partially hidden in grand homes, passing 
through every pretty alley not infested with burly 


Since the commentary was published on Oct. 
22, the government has been embroiled in new 
controversies that could only have weakened fur- 
ther the Presidents capacity to press for further 
fiscal initiatives and poisoned the environment 
for cooperation between her and Congress. The 
‘more recent turbulence is being stirred up by im- 
peachment complaints lodged against the Presi- 
dent in the House of Representatives and the tur- 
moil inside the ruling majority coalition, among 
the President's allies (among them Speaker Jose 
де Venecia and Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile over the 
alleged bribery in the broadband project). These 
conflicts, arising from governance issues, threat- 
en to break up the administration coalition in 
Congress. 

‘This turbulent political environment high- 
lights the salience of governance issues as a deci- 
sive element in sustaining high economic growth 
and establishing political stability as a founda- 
tion for growth. These issues, particularly over 
corruption, are asserting themselves more ag- 
gressively as the focus of public debate. Business- 
men, both domestic and international, are in- 
creasingly expressing concerns over the impact of 
political turmoil on the economic agenda. 

During the past six years of the embattled Ar- 
royo administration, the economy seemed to 
have grown autonomously relative to political 
turbulence. Ithas grown despite the battering by 
a series of political crises. The business sector has 
increasingly manifested its concern over the dis- 
ruptive effects of political turmoil and instability 
on sustaining economic growth. 


The weaker a country's 
institutions, the more 
evident the inequalities, 
and the more 
concentrated the 
economic resources, 
the greater the caudillo’s 
powers will be 


lo engages in confrontation with some large, and 
usually vaguely defined, enemy: the Empire or the 
‘United States, the oligarchies, the traditional par- 
ties, or the transnational corporations. 

But caudillos have other uses for conflict: it al- 
lows them to strengthen the unity of their popular 
bases and evade the management responsibilities 
that exercising political power entails. They con- 
struct politics in such a way that there will always 
bean enemy to blame for any problems that arise. 

Chavez and Morales have been accumulating 
power by dismantling their societies fragile insti- 
tutional checks and balances, while permanently 
‘weakening their adversaries. Traditional parties 
and the administrations that preceded the caudil- 
lo are dismissed as corrupt and elitist. It follows 


A visit to Rome 


black men selling fake branded leather goods. 

T entered churches, first to get the customary 
three wishes and to discover what lay within. 
Each church is a treasure in its ornamentation; a 
teacher of Western art could spend a lifetime just 
walking about, discovering and re-discovering 
places one has known from pictures in books. 
Finding a familiar church or painting or sculpture 
in Rome is like meeting an old friend in the street, 
making one exclaim, "Ay! Nandito ka lang pala!” 

Using the free time from the forum we attend- 
ed, I hoped to find new insight for the classes I 
will be teaching this semester. I walked a lot and 
ate well. For inspiration, I visited two places from 
my monastic past. Since I was a Benedictine with 
an Ignatian name (in a past life I was known as 
Dom. Ignacio Maria, OSB), I had to visit churches 
connected to the founding fathers Saints Bene- 
dict and Ignatius Loyola. I was elated to find a 
church of St. Ignatius where some famous Jesuit 
saints were buried, but this was not the famous 
Church of the Gesu (the inspiration for that aus- 
tere white structure in the Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity campus in Loyola Heights, Quezon Ciy). 1 
visited the place once before and knew that the 
Gesu had the right arm of St. Francis Xavier in 
one of the side chapels. This was detached from 
the rest of the body that now lies in Goa. 

Francis Xavier traveled to Asia and is the pa- 
tron of the Jesuit Chinese school in Greenhills 
and a Jesuit university in Cagayan de Oro. Leg- 
end says that he passed through Mindanao and 
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Political scandals undermining the economy 


Politics appears to have taken primacy over 
‘economics in determining the sustainability of 
growth. As Neumann pointed out, the scandals 
‘were starting to hurt the administration's ability 
to manage the economy. The message from the 
business sector is that there's a limit to abusing 
the economy's ability to absorb the shocks of po- 
litical turmoil. 

last September, former Socioeconomic Plan- 
ning Secretary Cielito Habito wrote in the Ingum- 
x, “If persistent weaknesses in governance con- 
tinue to get in the way of business confidence, 
then no amount of new infrastructure spending 
will stimulate more durable private investment 
growth at the rates needed to sustain 7.5 percent 
growth or higher” Economists have uniformly 
pointed out that the growth had been driven by 
government infrastructure spending and domes- 
tic consumption spending resulting from the high 
level of remittances of overseas Filipino work- 
‘ers—not by a high investment rate. 

The infrastructure program is underpinned by 
foreign borrowing and foreign investments. Rev- 
enue collection shortfalls have recently worried 
fiscal authorities. Last July, Fitch Ratings report- 
ed that poor revenue collections in the first half of 
2007 made it unlikely that the country would 
keep its budget deficit within the P63-billion ceil- 
ing. “The positive momentum behind the Philip- 
pine fiscal performance in recent years faltered 
badly in early 2007, particularly with respect to 
tax collection,” Fitch reported. 

Last Nov. 5, President Macapagal-Arroyo re- 
minded her allies in Congress and the opposition 
that they have a duty to the people to “continue 
with the gains” in the economy and not stop the 
progress. She said the people deserved peace, or- 
der and stability with the help of officials. 

This was another way of saying, "Let's move 
on,” and look the other way from the scandals. 
And she said this in the midst of the growing scan- 
dals, and increasing signs that the economic gains 
are siting on the bubble of political instability. 


The march of the caudillos 


from this that constitutions must be changed to 
reduce the role of Congress, subordinate the judi- 
ciary, and centralize economic resources. In such 
schemes, Chávez has so far had more success 
than Morales, whose Constitutional Assembly 
has not yet been able to organize itself. President 
Rafael Correa of Ecuador looks like he also wants 
‘to move in the same direction. 

‘The rise ofthese moder caudillos reflects a crisis 
in political parties and an acute intensification of so- 
cial unease across the continent. Latin America's 
‘economic and social structures remain marked by 
great inequality, weak institutions, and an abun- 
dance of natural resources. Chávez and Morales, 
each in his own way, have taken advantage of this 
situation, worsening conditions to enfeeble their 
‘opponents and living off the wealth generated by 
natural resources, not new economic activity. 

‘With a popular base that demands change— 
and that knows that change requires gaining ac- 
to state-owned wealth—social attitudes have 
developed that are receptive to the promises 
made by the caudillos. The weaker a country's in- 
stitutions, the more evident the inequalities, and 
the more concentrated the economic resources, 
the greater the caudillo's powers will be. 

Concentration of resources is probably the key 
factor, because it increases both the discretionary 
power of whoever controls them and the popula- 
tion's social expectations, which in the end cannot 
ever be met, because the caudillo's power depends 
on maintaining that concentration of resources. 
Caudillismo will be weakened only if profits are 
not captured by the state, but directly shared with 
citizens in a stable and continuous manner. 

‘A decline in extreme poverty and inequality, 
and the creation of trustworthy institutions, can 
be achieved in the country's beguiled by caudillis- 
mo only ifthe caudillo loses conttol of the wealth 
that sustains his rule. Project Syndicate 


Roberto Laserna is a professor of Social Science at 
Universidad Mayor de San Simón, Cochabamba, 
Bolivia. 


performed a miracle there. When their boat was 
caught in a storm, the saint went on deck, prayed 
and threw the crucifix hanging from his neck into 
the raging sea. Of course, the storm went still. But 
this was only half the miracle. When they stepped 
ashore in Mindanao to acquire fresh supplies, a 
crab emerged on the beach carrying the crucifix 
the saint had thrown in the sea. Thus, in the fa- 
mous 18th-century map of the Philippines by 
Nicolas de la Cruz Bagay, the saint is shown 
around Mindanao and at his feet is a small crab 
carrying across. 

Тоо bad Jesuit historians have definitively 
proven that the saint did not set foot in Min- 
danao. However, Ihave been served special crabs 
there that are black when alive and turn a bright 
red when cooked. They have a white streak on 
the shell forming a cross. I am told that these are 
“Francis Xavier crabs.” 

Twas lucky to find the Gesu at a time when the 
rooms of St. Ignatius were open to the public. 
Ateneo president, Fr. Bienvenido Nebres, SJ. 
‘once narrated how St. Ignatius would go out to a 
small balcony in his room to gaze at the heavens. 
He would look atthe stars and marvel at creation. 
When I entered the room, I went to the balcony 
and realized one would have a hard time star gaz- 
ing there today because of the reflection from the 
city lights. 

Next I visited Subiaco outside Rome to see the 
cave where Benedict lived as a hermit. There was 
а marble plaque there that said: “Why did Bene- 
dict seek light in the darkness of a cave? Well, itis 
in darkness that one sees stars more clearly" 

When I meet my classes for the first time this 
week, I do enter a void, hoping that after one 
semester I will look into the eyes of my students 
and see wonder and knowledge there sparkling 
like stars. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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Young suicides 


ТУЕ BEEN RELUCTANT TO WRITE ABOUT THE CASE ОР 
the 12-year-old girl їп Davao who died by suicide. Note that 
Tm not even going to name her, in deference to the family. 
People forget how stigmatized suicide is in the Philippines 
and how her siblings will have to live with that burden. 

Rightly so, there's been an uproar about how the suicide 
was precipitated by poverty. Suddenly, the young girl's now 
dubbed a "patron 
saint of poverty” 1 
know, 1 know, it's 
part of our penchant 
for melodrama, but 
how much, really, is 
this circus doing for 
the poor? 

Tm also struck by 
contrasts in the way 
the media have been covering this case, compared with an 
earlier one. In September, a few weeks before the Davao sui- 
cide, a 9-year-old girl from Manila died after a fall from a 
building. The initial newspaper reports said she jumped. In- 
vestigators weren't sure. The family appealed to media to 
keep this from turning sensational. The item disappeared 
from the news, overtaken by the Davao case. 

The fact is that young Filipinos do die by suicide, and 
we're not doing enough to address the problem, except by 
moving into extremes, either sensationalizing the deaths or 
going into denial. Between 2001 and 2003, the Department 
of Health reported 92 deaths from suicides among children 
aged 10-14 and 584 deaths among 15-19 years old. I am cer- 
tain the actual numbers are higher. Many suicides were prob- 
ably reported as accidental deaths, at the request of the fam- 


We associate suicides with big cities like Manila and 
Davao, but they occur everywhere, even in the hinterlands. 
Anthropologist Charles MacDonald's recent book, "Uncul- 
tural Behavior” is about suicides in a small town in Palawan 
and among the cases he documented was that of a 13-year- 
old boy who hanged himself. 

Depression 

‘These deaths have to remind us of the need for suicide 
prevention in the country, especially among the young. But 
how do we go about this? 

More or less, we know what the most common predispos- 
ing factors are for suicides. Depression is the most common, 
and what I mean here is a clinical condition, marked by in- 
ability to work and engage in life. We tend to associate de- 
pression only with adults, but depression can start even in 
childhood. We tend to dismiss this as being sumpungin 
(moodiness) in children. 

‘It may not always be easy to spot the depression. Even at 
the University of the Philippines, whenever we have a stu- 
dent dying by suicide, faculty members are bewildered, say- 
ing they never saw the “signs.” As things turn out, the signs 
might not always be obvious, especially given how our cul 
ture emphasizes façades of cheerfulness. I hope our psychi 
trists can come out and work with the educational system, 
starting as early as the elementary level, to help teachers and 
counselors to identify children at risk. 

There are other risk factors to look for, such as a family his- 
tory of depression and suicide, alcohol or drug use, sexual 
abuse. There will also be more culture-specific triggering 
factors; for example, among East Asian cultures (China, Ko- 
теа and Japan), young suicides are often associated with fail- 
ing in examinations, especially to get into college. In such 
cultures, failure in the exam brings disgrace to the family, 
and is also interpreted as a lack of filial piety. 

Attempted suicides 

1 got additional insights into this issue of youthful suicides af- 
ter reading a report in the journal School Psychology шета- 
tional, published just last year. The article's title was “Hopeless- 
ness and loneliness among suicide attempters in school-based 
samples of Taiwanese, Philippine and Thai Adolescents" The 
lead author was Randy Page, who made the report together 
with Thai and Taiwanese researchers, as well as one Filipina, 
Emilia Patricia Zarco. Zarco was listed as being affiliated with 
‘Adelphi University in Garden City, New York, but the study also 
involved the University ofthe Philippines. 

The study cited other research looking into the prevalence 
of attempted suicides among high school students. One US 
study found 5.4 percent of boys and 11.5 percent of girls had 
attempted suicide at least once. A South African study re- 
ported 6 percent of males and 14 percent of females. A study 
from the People's Republic of China gave figures of 7.1 per- 
cent of males and 7 percent of females, which were strikingly 
similar to figures from Hong Kong, with 7.3 percent of boys 
and 7.2 percent of girls, Most shocking was a study from La 
Paz, Bolivia, showing 8.9 percent of boys and 26.9 percent of 
girls reporting attempted suicides. 

"What did Page's team of researchers find? The figures 
were very high for the schools in Taipei, with 16.6 percent of 
males and 28.9 percent of females reporting at least one sui- 
cide attempt. The Thai study was conducted in Chiang Mai 
and showed lower figures of 5.7 percent of males and 7.4 
percent of females reporting a suicide attempt. 

The Philippine study was conducted in eight high schools 
from Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, with 10.8 percent of males 
and 10.9 percent of females as suicide attempters. Note that 
‘many of the studies from other countries found higher attempt- 
ed suicide rates among females than with males, while in the 
Philippines there was no significant difference. This lack of a 
gender difference could be the focus ofa future study. 

It's hard to generalize from those figures, especially since 
the Philippine sample of schools was not randomly selected. 
But the study tells us suicide attempts do occur in high 
school. The reports authors speculate that the actual figures 
may be higher since it is not socially desirable to admit to 
having tried suicide. 

Page and his co-researchers focused on the students! feel- 
ings of “hopelessness” and “loneliness,” measured through 
two tests where they were asked to agree or disagree with 
certain statements, Remember these are “cognitive” in na- 
ture, meaning how students look at the world. 

Hopelessness was found to be the strongest cognitive vari- 
able associated with suicide attempts, and was very high 
among the Taiwanese students, followed by the Thais, with Fil 
ipinos scoring the lowest, Perhaps it coincides with studies con- 
ducted among Filipino adults showing that even if we complain. 
endlessly, we do tend not to lose hope as easily Tm not saying 
this facetiously; perhaps we do have more outlets for our frus- 
trations, and this could extend to the young as well. 

The findings about hopelessness become even more rele- 
vent when we look at the Davao suicide, the girls diary 
showing the extent of her despair. Yet, the Page study did 
have additional findings about hopelessness, which were its 
linkages to loneliness, referring to a sense of social networks. 
This point of social support is crucial if we are to understand 
the predisposing factors for young suicides in the Philip 
pines, and that’s what ГЇ tackle on Friday, still taking off 
from the School Psychology International report. 
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THE NATIONAL UNION OF PEO- 
ples’ Lawyers (МОРІ) condemns 
the brutal arrest of at least 1,500 
lawyers in Pakistan who were 
merely exercising their right to as- 
semble and protest against the 
‘emergency rule imposed by Pak- 
istani military chief and President 
Pervez Musharraf. The firing of 
tear gas by the military into the 
‘Supreme Court of Pakistan was a 
blatant attack on the indepen- 
dence of the judiciary and totally 
unacceptable. 

‘We also condemn Musharraf's 
declaration of emergency rule as 
nothing more than an attempt of 
his to hold on to the presidency. 

NUPL urges President Mushar- 
raf to respect the rights of the 
members of the legal profession, 
even those opposed to his rule, as 
these are guaranteed rights under 
international law, Sec. 3 of the Ba- 
sic Principles on the Role of 
Lawyers, adopted by the 1990 UN 
Congress on Prevention of Crime, 
states: "Lawyers like other citizens 
are entitled to freedom of expres- 
sion, belief, association and as- 


POLITICAL EVENTS IN THE 
Philippines definitely show that 
Filipinos are a gullible lot. It seems 
that they buy all kinds of lies, es- 
pecially those being peddled by 
authorities, 

Lets take the "cash gifts" as an 
example. When it was first ex- 
posed by Gov. Eddie Panlilio of 
Pampanga, nobody wanted to ad- 
mit the payoff. It looked as if the 
poor governor just made up a sto- 
1y to gain media mileage. But it's 
turning out now that many others 
did receive "manna" in Mala- 
cafiang, While before nobody was 
quick to come out and take re- 
sponsibility for such "charity" 
now everybody is eager to identify 
themselves as the source. 

‘But why only now? Will the peo- 
ple believe them? If they do, then 
Filipinos will prove themselves 
hopelessly gullible. It may be un- 
derstandable if the lies come from a 
sidewalk vendor struggling to make. 
a sale just so he could feed his fami- 
ly. But what hope do we have for 
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Attack on lawyers condemned 


sembly. In particular, they shall 
have the right to take part in pub- 
lic discussion of matters concern- 
ing the law, the administration of 
justice and the promotion and 
protection of human rights and to 
join or form local, national or in- 
ternational organization: 

Sec. 1 of The Basic Principles on 
the Independence of the Judiciary, 
endorsed by the UN General As- 
sembly Resolution 40/32 in 1985, 
also requires governments’ re- 
spect for the judiciary: "The inde- 
pendence of the judiciary shall be 
guaranteed by the State ... It is 
the duty of all governmental and 
other institutions to respect and 
observe the independence of the 
judiciary.” 

МОРІ. calls on members of the 
legal profession in the Philippines 
to actively condemn these brutal 
attacks on their colleagues in Pak- 
istan and show solidarity with 
those who are experiencing re- 
pression similar to that being com- 
mitted against Filipino lawyers by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
Twenty lawyers and 12 judges 


Who's the real source of cash gifts? 


ош country if governors and con- 
gressmen, who are supposed to be 
trustworthy and to conduct the af- 
fairs of their office with transparen- 
cy do not tel the truth? 

Tn other countries, the series of 
scandals that have been exposed 
‘would have led to resignations. But 
in those countries, one's name and 
honor is valued more than power 
and wealth. What else can be done 
"when the heart is already callous? 
A moral revolution? This should 
start from the people and not from 
the present set of elected officials. 

In the next election, forget the 
name and the political affiliation. 
Rather, vote for those who are least 
in ће eyes of men but great in the 
‘eyes of God—the honest, the truth- 
ful, those who are willing to be- 
‘come servants of all, those who 
treat their office as a position of 
trust and thus are willing to resign 
when accused of irregularities. 

May God bless the Philippines. 

—TECK UY, 
teck.uy@sympatico.ca 


Arroyo 
came to 
power 
2001. More than 

38 cases of harassment and at- 
tacks against lawyers have been 
recorded. This includes haras 
ment of a lawyers’ rally protesting 
Ms Arroyo's declaration of emer- 
gency rule last year. 

NUPL, a national organization 
of human rights lawyers, urges 
Musharraf to lift the emergency 
rule, respect human rights and al- 
low the people to exercise their 
right to elect their president. МОРЬ 
joins hands with concerned law- 
yers worldwide in condemning this 
latest attack on members of the le- 
gal profession. 

—NERIJAVIER COLMENARES, 
secretary general, 

National Union. 

of Peoples" Lawyers, 
3FErythrina Bldg, 
Maaralin corner Matatag Sts., 
Central District, Quezon City 


The root cause 
of our problems 


HOW CAN THIS GOVERNMENT 
and undeserving politicians make 
a call for moral recovery when 
they themselves are guilty of high- 
level corruption? Have we lost our 
sense of history? 

How come the soldiers ac- 
cused of assassinating Ninoy 
Aquino are still languishing in 
jail when the No. 1 suspects are 
living it up? From one president 
to the next, we don't seem to re- 
alize and learn from their mis- 
takes and defects. Even our 
Church has become so anemic. 
Who cares about our economy 
when hopeless Filipinos, our No. 
1 export, sacrifice family life and 
dignity just to send hard-earned 
dollars back home? 

The root of our problems is our 
acceptance of filthy and rotten 
politicians, 
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—MA. GLORIA ALCUAZ, 
Kubol ng Pag-Asa, Tent of Hope, 
parokyasaweb.blogspot.com 
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ASTRETCH of bad road in Occidental Mindoro 


Perplexing charity of a governor from 


IN MY RECENT VISIT TO MY 
home province of Occidental Min- 
doro, I saw a province victimized 
by gross neglect. 

The roads are really bad and 
very dangerous, Almost half of 
the entire province is impass- 
able. I wonder if Rep. Amelita 
Villarosa had passed by the roads 


between Rizal town and Mambu- 
rao, the seat of the province. 
With this kind of roads, Repre- 
sentative Villarosa should not 
think of tourism in her province. 
Yet the roads can be repaired 
with her countryside develop- 
ment funds. 

But what an irony She dis- 
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a poor province 


tributes cash to some lawmakers 
when she cannot even “fix her 

own backyard.” 
Charity begins at home, Ma- 

dame Villarosa. 
—FR. EFREN C. JIMENEZ, OFM, 
Office of Advocacy, 
Inter-Franciscans-Philippines, 
Paenaan, Baras, Rizal 


Not in the short list of nominees for Comelec 


INQUIRER'S NOV, 12 EDITORIAL 
mentioned my name as one of 
those included in “a Palace short 
list of candidates" to replace for- 
mer Comelec Chair Benjamin Aba- 
los. The editorial concluded that 
my inclusion is “one reason why 
the appointment of the newest 
election commissioner, Moslemen 
Macarambon, generated so much 
controversy.” 

With due respect, I am sure that 
‘whoever wrote the editorial did 
not see the “shortlist” and neither 
did he or she verify his or her 
source. 1, myself, have not seen the 
document. It was only reported by 
the Commission on Elections to the 
press. And the report of the Com- 
elec, as carried by all newspapers, 
including the Inquirer, did not 
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mention my name on the list. 
Hence, I cannot think of any reason 
why my name suddenly appeared 
in the Inqumer editorial, But I can 
only surmise that it is all because of 
the Inquirer's one-sided view that 
the “track record of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration (in appointing Com- 
elec officials) does not exactly in- 
spire confidence.” 

1 respect the INQUIENS views 
and opinions. But please do not do 
itat my expense and to the point 
of practically besmirching my rep- 
utation, For the record, T have 
been very open in my pronounce- 
ment that ат not interested to be. 
appointed as Comelec chair and 
this is known to the President be- 
cause of my repeated refusal to ac- 
cept any position in the govern- 
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The Island Holidays is the Philippines'first and only vacation plane. Lightand agile;it can fly you to the most, 
beautiful vacation destinations in the Philippines. Even to remote places where bigger planes can't.land:: 


ment, While I do not want to men- 
tion this but compelled to do so 
now only in self-defense, I have 
been offered the positions of solic- 
itor general, chief presidential le- 
gal counsel and director in a gov- 
ernment corporation. 

All these I had politely declined 
as I want a peaceful life and as I 
am enjoying my private law prac- 
tice. Also, no less than PPCRV 
chair Tita de Villa, former Chief 
Justice Artemio V. Panganiban, 
former Comelec Chair Christian 
Monsod, and opposition lawyer 
Sixto Brillantes, to name a few, 
have been asking me to consider 
applying for the position, which 1 
also have courteously declined. 

—ROMULO B. MACALINTAL, 

Philamlife Village, Las Pifias City 
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From apathy to active participation 


Many of the 
youth are active 
in reporting 
anomalies and 
election-related 
offenses to 

the Comelec 


AYOUTH volunteer 
educates and gives 
information 
materials toa young 


Sangguniang 
Kabataan elections 
in Sta, Barbara, 
Pangasinan. 


ByS.C.A. Isidro 
Contributor 


N THE EYES OF YOUTH LEADER 
Gerald Paragas, candidates and 
voters are more vigilant now. In 
the recent barangay and Sanggu- 
niang Kabataan (SK) elections, 
many of the youth volunteered 

“bantay kada kalye (street 
guards)” and were active in re- 
porting anomalies and election- 
related offenses to the Commis- 
Sion on Elections. 

Paragas, 24, a councilor of Sta. Barbara, 
Pangasinan, came to this realization after 
he organized a week-long election informa- 
tion drive on the SK that he and fellow 
youth leaders held in the town. The forum 
маз aimed at educating members of the 
Katipunan ng Kabataan (KK) or the regis- 
tered voters aged 15-17 years in the town. 

SK candidates took on more relevant is- 
sues in their platforms in this year's elec- 
tions, Paragas said. 

“Some tackled global warming. They 
seemed to be wary of issues like the prolifer- 
ation of fraternities and gangs, premarital 
sex and early marriage. [They said] drug ad- 
diction cannot be prevented merely through 
slogans and billboards; there should be a 
concerted effort from all sectors," he said. 

‘There is a growing sentiment that the SK 
should be abolished because it has become 
a breeding ground for the next generation 
of corrupt politicians. 

Although Paragas tended to agree and 
was himself quite skeptical of the existence 
of the SK, he eventually changed his mind. 
“It can work,” he said 


A YOUNG voter receives indelible ink as she and millions of youths across the country vote for the first time. 


Armed with brochures and posters pro- 
duced by the United Nations Children's 
Fund (Unicef) as voter education campaign. 
materials, Paragas organized a forum in his 
hometown a week before the SK elections. 


Voter education 

Among the activities he and his friends or- 
ganized were screenings of the award-win- 
ning film "Penguin, Penguin, Paano Ka Gi- 
nawa (March of the Penguins)?" and seg- 
ments from investigative television programs 
оп youth delinquency and drug addiction. 

He also organized mini-forums in four 
towns. 

The youth leaders even visited radio sta- 
tions and made public service announce- 
ments to reach out to the young voters. 

Paragas was not prepared for the impact 
the forum would have on youths and adults 
who were just as concerned about the out- 
come of the SK elections. 

"Some sectoral groups among our con- 
stituents—like incumbent SK councils, out- 
of-school youth, senior citizens and even 
media organizations —eventually duplicat- 
ей our activities by conducting forums in 
their respective barangay,” he said. 


“They always used in their caucuses what 
they learned from the speakers at the fo- 
rum. They would quote us whenever they 
would cite laws on the доз and don'ts of 
elections,” he added. 

After seeing the impact of this campaign on 
young voters, Paragas realized how important 
and crucial voter education was, and the need 
for a more vigilant youth who would take an 
active role in shaping their future. 

“T can relate to these young people's strug- 
gles in their first foray into politics. I want to 
instill in them the values of leadership and 
the basics of governance,” said Paragas, a for- 
mer broadcast journalist who started his po- 
litical career as a barangay councilor at 18. 

He said he wanted to educate them on 
the importance of doing this for the good 
and in service of the public, “not for pogi 
(goodwill) points.” 


Involved 

"The event was astig (awesome); a success 
despite the initial setback brought by rains. 
‘Your posters were a hit. Most of the youth took 
them home as souvenirs as soon as we posted 
them. But the voter education materials really 
helped,” Paragas said in a letter to Unicef. 


CONTRIUTED PHOTOS 


Lyca Camba, 21, a teacher and president 
of the Matic Matic Youth Association in Sta. 
Barbara, said the posters helped thein en- 
courage the youth to be involved. 

The posters carried the slogans, "Sülong, 
kabataan! Atin ang bukas (Forge ahead, 
young people! The future is ours)!" and “Sa 
Oct. 29, simulan ang pagbabago. Makilahok. 
Kumilos. Bumoto (On Oct. 29, let change be- 
gin with you. Take part. Be involved. Vote).” 

The materials carried images of the rock 
band Bamboo. 

"At least they are now informed of the dy- 
namics of SK—as contained in the Unicef 
brochures ... At least, maangas na ngayon 
ang kabataan (the youth are now less apa- 
thetic) and are more aware and knowl- 
edgeable about the SK,” Paragas said. 

He added: “Until now ys after the elec- 
tions, I still receive text messages from SK 
participants—winners and losers "айке— 
showing appreciation for our having orga- 
nized the forum, which was a first ib our 
town. Its a nice feeling to hear from them 
that they were inspired by what we did. ib 

Paragas now looks forward to partnering 
with newly elected SK officials fora reading 
program for дау care centers in the town. 


the study, “The impact of youth 
participation on the local gov- 
ernment process: The Sanggu- 
niang Kabataan experience.” 

Lina Laigo, executive direc- 
tor of the Council for the Wel- 
fare of Children, agrees, saying 
“we may be the only country 
that has enshrined child partic- 
ipation in our laws." 

The SK, Laigo says, is the 
quintessential example of child 
participation. 

“The youth sector comprises a 
third of the population of the 
Philippines. There has never been 
a better time to invest in young 
people than now,” according to 
Dr Nicholas Alipui, representative 


says 


of the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (Unicef) to the Philippines. 
National Youth Commission 
chair Richard Alvin Nalupta says 
the SK “remains a major pioneer- 
ing mechanism for the youth to 
participate in local governance.” 
The study, conducted from Au- 
gust 2005 to February 2006, was 
commissioned by the DILG and 
Unicef and was conducted by the. 
Program on Psychosocial Trauma 
and Human Rights Center for In- 
tegrative and Development Stud- 
ies-University of the Philippines. 
It was conducted "in response 
to [negative] perceptions [about 
the SK] and to provide rational 
bases for legislative recommen- 


Siquijor, 


baran; 


dations and policy formulation.” 

It had 1,887 survey respon- 
dents from select cities, towns 
and barangay in Isabela, Cebu, 
Basilan, 
Norte and Metro Manila. The re- 
spondents, whose ages ranged 
from 14 to 80 years, were a mix 
of residents and public officials 
on the provincial, city, town and 
levels. 

‘Among the strengths of the SK 
that were identified in the study 
were: The tremendous potential 
of the SK in developing the next 
generation of leaders and in en- 
gaging the youth in the commu- 
nity, and teaching them account- 
ability, honesty and creativity. 


mized—resulting in 
Davao del (construction of 


tournaments), 


Apparently, the potentials of 
the SK are not being maxi- 
projects 
that are largely limited to sports 
basketball 
courts or holding basketball 
infrastructure 
development (waiting sheds) 
and environmental protection. 
The study found that giving 
the youth a seat in local gov- 
ernments, providing them with 
a budget mandated by law, lis- 
tening to them, and providing 
venues for them to take part in 
shaping local policies and pro- 
grams “could transform young 
people into significant mem- 
bers of the community.” 


The youth need, want to be involved in local dev't, says UP study 


OHN CASTAÑEDA, 
dE of the Na- 
tional Barangay Op- 
erations Office (NBOO) 
of the Department of the 
Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment, says the Philip- 
pines pioneered youth 
and children's participa- 
tion in local governance. 
“[While] other countries are 
still in the process of introduc- 
ing youth governance, as early 
as 1975, the Philippines had 
recognized youth as viable part- 
mers in nation-building," 
Castafeda in his remarks for 


“Abolishing the SK will hot 
serve the best interest of childien 
and young people. It will Rot 
shield them from the negative in- 
fluences of politics and politi- 
cians, but would only destroy а 
unique system and mechanism 
that has great potential for youth 
participation in governance and 

‘community service,” it said. 
“Respondents may not per- 
ceive the SK as a meaningful 
venue for participation. Howev- 
er by retaining the SK system but 
with some changes, the youth's 
message is clear: They need and 
‘want to be involved in the local 
development process,” it said. 
S.CA. Isidro 
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US firms, crash victims’ kin near deal: 


Mid 
DAVAO CITY—THE FAMILIES OF THE 131 PEOPLE tims were all wearing life vests age with concrete materials, ~ ажаа аас : 
killed in the crash of an Air Philippines Boeing 737- "fae Nolen e group conduct, Plaid ey шека ar EAR WHATWENT BEFORE 
200 plane in the Island Garden City of Samal on ed a deeper investigation and and Southwest decided to enter оң ioni 49, 2000, at about 7 a.m., Alr Philippines Flight 


j 5 e ill-fated jet into a setti 
April 19, 2000 could receive upto $1.2 millioneach. буте он нме adeat oe 541 crashed on Samal Island, justa few miles fromthe — j| 


North Cotabato Уісе бом. Em- group and filed a class suit before Arizona, where it was parked.” Compromise Davao International Airport, killing all 131 people on E 
manuel Piñol, whose sister-in- a Chicago court against EAR “The case will come toaclose board. 
law and nieces died in the Corp. and Southwest Airlines, the Salvaged plane this year, The American lawyers The Boeing 737-200 plane from Manila was seen on fire when it: у 
crash, said the American companies responsible for leasing EAR Corp. bought the jet led by Donald Nolan and Tom Crashed into a coconut plantation In Barangay San Isidro in Babak $i 
lawyers assisting the victims’ the ill-fated jet to Air Philippines. from Southwest in 1997 and Ellice are now conducting the  10Wh. 
families are currently in thecity They said the claim of the leased the plane to Air Philip- final settlement of the case with Itis said to be the country's worst air tragedy. 
to finalize the settlement. companies that the crash was pines in the same year. the family and relatives of the. An earlier report said pilot error caused the crash, but it was re- 

Я caused by pilot error was unbe- Іп the post crash investigation victims. They are now talking lected by relatives of the fatalities, 

Class suit lievable because of indications conducted by the law firm in about the amount,” Pifiol said US lawyers Donald Dolan and Manuel Ribbeck were 

Shortly after investigations on that ће victims knew the plane Barangay Camudmud, it was during ће Kapihan sa Dabaw helping the relatives prove in a US court that the plane was 
the crash were completed, the was in trouble. found out that the insurers for held at SM City on Monday, defective. 
families of the victims worked This theory was bolstered EAR and Southwest tried to spoil Judy Quiros, Inquirer Min- Kate Pedroso, Inquirer Research 
with the US-based Nolan law when it was found that the vic- evidence by covering the wreck- danao 
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in Batangas Police claim arrest of top NPA 

't vield 1 МАС, Catanduanes—The provincial police command claimed it has ar- 
won't уе rested a top leader of the New People's Army їп Catanduanes оп Nov. 13. 
RER t 1 Provincial Director Senior Supt. Francisco B. Peñaflor Jr. said a com- 

bined police and military force arrested Noel Magno aka "Ka George" 

juicy pos and "Ka Arvi” was arrested in Barangay Sogod Simamla, Virac. 
By Marion Ramos [ The team seized dental instruments, syringes, acupuncture needles, Rus- 
Inquirer Southern Luzon sian-made binoculars, Army uniforms, and arrows from Magno, whom the 
police alleged to have also served as a medical officer for the rebels 
жанда CET HUNDREDS The NPAS Nerissa San Juan Command, however, said Magno has severed ~a 
Mouse due Made È his ties with the movement. Fernan Gianan, Inquirer Southern Luzon 3) 


port and businessmen have [ " Я К 
found themselves in a quandary Cops seize firearms in Laguna raid 


after the district collector, who CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Agents of the Regional Special Opera- 

was supposed to retire on Oct. Cet tions Group (RSOG) of the Calabarzon police on Tuesday ralded мо . 42 

25, refused to yield her position } UN. & a | houses in Bay, Laguna and confiscated six unlicensed firearms. 

to a designated successor. 1 ET $5 Calabarzon police spokesperson Supt. Sergio Dimandal said RSOG — iui 
The collector, Gracia Cari- : St d OR A operatives first swooped down on the house of Isidro Tolentino in. 

ngal, said she had just turned RUM ELE Be fa Barangay Maitim and recovered a 5.56-cal. rifle, a 22-cal. rifle,a.45- ал 

64 and not yet eligible for s é VOR: cal. pistol and hundreds of ammunitions for the said firearms. » 


mandatory retirement for gov- ye БА BU. The police arrested Tolentino after he failed to present documents for 
emment employees under the E IDE. the ownership of the guns. 

law. She pointed out that her Ur) hedge TU) a Police then raided the house of Serapio Mendoza and confiscated a.45-cal. =... 
parents erroneously registered + pk Ж" : 4 pistol, a22-cal rile, a 22-cal. handgun and several magazines loaded wth bul- rl; 
her date of birth as Oct. 25, m ? / lets forthe seized guns. Dimandal said Mendoza was able to escape before the (н 
1942, instead of Oct. 25, 1943. IC i policemen arrived in his house. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon сл 


Caringal is the older sister of i ү М 
Senior State Prosecutor UN А A ч Б Couple electrocuted 
Jovencito Zufio. pm AT Ks KIDAPAWAN CITY—A couple in Magpet, North Cotabato were electro: 

Customs Commissioner que 4 ҮЗ! | cuted on Thursday, leaving three children behind. 

Napoleon Morales, in an order is- H Supt. Alexander Camba, North Cotabato police chief, said the firstto 17 
sued on Oct. 24, assigned Rene Be- AS E, RE be electrocuted was Raul Dinque, 29, who accidentally held a live wire 
navides as officer in charge of the i attached to a socket inside their house in Barangay Kauswagan. 

port in a concurrent capacity as эрй а d Wearing wet clothes, Dinque trembled as he held the live wire when — je 
acting deputy collector for assess- 2d ? А his wife saw the incident. 

ment, replacing Caringal, who was А qut Emilia grabbed her husband's body in an attempt to move it away 
scheduled to retire the next day. p : X from the power cord but she, too, died 

“Since the order was issued, d yr ARE 3 Camba said the children are now under the care of their grandpar- 
papers regarding the duties and os LR ents, Charlie C. Sefiase, Inquirer Mindanao 
taxes to be paid by importers Fit e d М n "ONT IS: : E 
ее шлш y PERIA SE i 4 Village chair killed in shooting 
Executives of companies, espe- i s АД i 3 г CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A barangay chair was killed and four vil- 
cially those engaged in import- Ж Bn a ele Tain oe BE: 5 lage watchmen were In critical condition after two gunmen shot them in 
ing cars and crude oil, have 2 pec De m , Bl | front ofthe barangay hall in Dasmariñas, Cavite on Nov. 3. 
been complaining about the de- 3 = ас аы Police said Dante Felismino, 52, who was serving his last term as 

" said. VATION chair of Barangay Fatima |. 

Ies port employes fei. ‘The salvage operation on the sunken World War Il vintage battleship that began in 2004 has been POT Marvin Causaren, investigator of the Dasmariñas police office, 
Confusion blamed for a decrease in the catch of fishermen of Barangay San Pedro in MacArthur town, Leyte. said Felismino would be succeeded by his wife who topped the election 

The employee, who asked The ship has served as habitat of fish and removing it would drive the fish away as well. in their area during the Oct. 29 elections. 
not to be named for fear of Wounded were barangay tanod Saturnino Venorllao, Donato Sallog, 
reprisal from Caringal, said the PAD Dedios Albueno and Anastacio Salamda. 
delay was caused by the confu- d | С b Causaren said the victims were in a meeting in front of their barangay 
sion regarding the official sig- Jap anese tra er S ain in e u hall at around 8:45 p.m. when two unidentified men approached the group. 
natory on port documents. "The wounded victims said one of the two armed men pulled out an M16 

Caringal had explicitly told By hunnex Napallacan Calungsod said Kusaka was District Hospital but Rosales armalite and shot them at close range," Causaren said over the phone. 
port employees not to talk to Inquirer Visayas ‘on his way to Mactan Cebu In- was unharmed. He said the assailants’ faces were covered with handkerchiefs. 
the media regarding the issue, ternational Airport to catch his Calungsod said they were Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
puces CEBU CITY—UNIDENTIFIED flight to Japan when the attack holding Rosales for questioning UM 

Instead of vacating her seat, Suspects ambushed and killeda happened. When the van because invessigators found it Suspected robber killed in shootout 
Caringal filed a petition for a Japanese businessman while he stopped at a red lightat the cor- strange how the suspects could CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A suspected robber was killed in a brief 
temporary restraining order WasinavaninMandaueCityat ner of G. Ouano and Plaridel know their target was sitting in shootout with policemen shortly after he and a cohort held up a student 
(TRO) before the Batangas те. 6:30 a.m. Tuesday. Streets, Mandaue City, one of the back when the van was in Dasmariñas, Cavite on Nov. 7. 
gional trial court on Oct. 26 to, Senior Supt. Rodel Calungsod, two suspects on board а motor- heavily tinted Cavite police chief Senior Supt. Fidel Posadas said the still unidenti- 
block Morales’ memorandum. chief of the Mandaue City Police cycle fired а .45 cal. pistol at Inan interview with radio sta- fied man belonged to a group of robbers preying on passengers waiting 

She said she had asked the Na- Office, identified the victim as Kusaka who was sitting behind tion dyLa, Rosales said he served for a ride along the Aguinaldo Highway in Cavite. 
tional Census Office to amend her Hiroshi Kusaka, 49 of Tokyo, his driver, Efren Rosales. as a driver forthe Japanese busi- He sald they recovered a .22-caliber revolver from the slain robber. 
birth records and fix the mistake. Japan but currently living at the Kusaka suffered five gunshot  nessman for two years. He also Posadas said that before the encounter, the man and a companion held 

City Light Condominium in Nivel wounds. Не was declared dead said he did not know ifKusaka's up Estela Nazara, 20, who was waiting for a jeepney along the highway in 
Court action Hills, Lahug, Cebu City. on arrival at the Mandaue City life was under threat. Barangay San Agustin. ‘Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
A few hours after it was filed, 


Judge Albert Kalalo issued a 72- 5 . э e 
хра Орла Mons ын says gov't willing to reopen with NDF 
days later, Kalalo extended the 
TRO for 17 more days. 
Morales told local reporters By Vicente S. Labro were canceled in 2004. when her term ends. эү; AMNIS. 
on Wednesday that he was sur- Inquirer Visayas Earlier the same day, the Pres Last week, the Inquirer.Net 5 
prised with Caringal's actions. dent had congratulated partici- had reported that the govern- 
He said he was told how the TACLOBAN CITY—PRESIDENT pants to the Local Реасе and Se- ment has indicated anew its 
morale of customs employees Macapagal-Arroyo said she is curity Assembly here forwinning willingness to resume peace 
and the port’s operations were amenable to the governmenthav- in their anti-insurgency efforts. talks with the National Demo- 
affected by the issue. ing peace talks with communists. ‘The congressmen, governors, cratic Front (NDF). 
Citing documents, Morales During an informal interac- other local officials and repre- Мв Arroyo, the news report 
said that since February, Cat tion with the media on Friday, sentatives of different sectors said, had issued Administrative 
ngal had submitted papers, in- Ms Arroyo said she learned ear- attended the assembly. Order No. 207 directing the Of- 
cluding clearances from the Of- lier about this proposal for The President said she was fice of the Presidential Adviser on 
fice of the Ombudsman and peace talks with the commu- happy to hear that Eastern Peace Process (OPAPP) to “report 
other government agencies, nists in newspapers and that Visayas has dismantled several and give recommendations on 
pertinent to her retirement. she is agreeable to it. rebel guerrilla fronts in Samar recent overtures by the National 
In those documents whichshe During an interview with re- and Leyte and that many vil- Democratic Front (NDF) for re 
signed, Caringal indicated that porters at the Leyte Park Resort lages in the region have been suming peace talks, without prej 
her birthday was Oct. 25,1942. here, she said it would be better moved from the list of rebel- udice to local peace initiatives." 
Instead of challenging her to have peace talks than armed controlled barangays. InquirerNet also reported that 
claim, however, Morales said hostilities. She said Eastern Visayas isnow communist rebels have turned to 
the bureau filed a motion to dis- The governmentand the CPP- “more than half insurgency-free.” legislators and church leaders to mon 
miss the petition of Caringal for NDF-NPA already had peace ne- The President said she wants help press for the resumption of LEFTIST protesters, with their children, march to Malacafang to 
lack of jurisdiction. gotiations in the past. but these the insurgencv to end in 2010 _ peace talks with government. continue calls for the resignation of President Macanagal-Arrovo, rum 
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AFP report says it can't defeat NPA by 2010 


From page Al 
‘The NPA, which is fighting for 
the establishment of а commu- 
nist government, has waged a 
rebellion since 1969 that has 
killed more than 40,000 people. 
Peace talks with the govern- 
ment broke down in 2004. 
Under fire for its human 
rights record and for falling be- 
hind the 2010 goal, the military 
readjusted its anticommunist 
strategy year by focusing 


ON AUG. 23, 2007, RAYMOND 
and Reynaldo Manalo asked the 
‘Supreme Court to issue an order 
placing them under its protective 
custody without the participa- 
tion of the military or any law 
enforcement agency. 

The very next day, the high 
court issued a temporary re- 
straining order stopping the 
military from harassing or ar- 
resting the brothers. 

According to Jose Manuel 
Diokno of the Free Legal Assi 
tance Group (FLAG), the Mana- 
los were abducted by a group of 
men in San Ildefonso, Bulacan, 
on Feb. 14, 2006. He said the 


Escaped detainee tags Palparan 


From page Al 
(butcher) and accused of involve- 
ment in extrajudicial killings and 
forced disappearances. (Palparan 
retired from the military service in 
September 2006.) 

"Sabi ko natatakot din (I told 
him, yes, I was afraid)," Ray- 
mond said at the hearing for his 
and Reynaldo's petition for a 
writ of amparo. 

He then quoted Palparan as 
saying that if he wanted to see his 
parents again, he should do what 
the latter was saying—to tell 
them not to take part in protest 
rallies and not to join the human 
rights group Karapatan. 

“Huwag daw maniniwala sa 
Karapatan, niloloko lang po kami (1 
was told not to believe Karapatan, 
they were ust fooling us)," he said. 

Raymond said his meeting 
with Palparan took place in San 
Miguel, Bulacan, one of several 
places where he and his brother 
were purportedly held after they 
were abducted from the family 
home in San Ildefonso, Bulacan, 
in February 2006. (See What 
Went Before, above.) 


Get well 

Continuing with his testimony, 
Raymond said he told Palparan he 
would comply because he felt there 
‘was nothing else he could do. 

‘The Manalos were then taken 
to their home, where Raymond 
relayed Palparan's message to 
their parents, and subsequently 
were brought back to their place 
of detention in San Miguel. 

Raymond again saw Pal- 
paran, who asked him how he 
was feeling and even told him 
to get well and recover his 
strength: “Magpagaling daw po 
ako at magpalakas.” 

Palparan told Raymond to 
take the medicine that the for- 
mer had lef. But when the 
farmer did, he felt heavy and 
only wanted to sleep. 

Raymond also testified as to 
how he and his brother were ini- 
tially taken to Fort Magsaysay їп 
Nueva Ecija after being abduct- 
ed, and then to San Miguel more 
than three months later. 

He said he found out he was in 
a military camp only when he es- 
caped. He was, however, recap- 
cured. 


Family feud 

The respondents—Defense Sec- 
retary Gilbert Teodoro and Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Hermo- 
genes Esperon, represented by 
Norman Daanoy and the Office of 
the Solicitor General, respective- 
Jy—submitted a supplemental re- 
tum saying that the Manalos could 
have been abducted due to a feud 
with the Mendoza family. 

The military also denied having 
held the brothers in its custody. 

"[The feud] could have result- 
ed in their abduction. There was 
no participation of the military” 
said Senior Solicitor Luis Simon. 

Daanoy interrogated Ray- 
mond on the location of the 
buildings at Fort Magsaysay. 

Raymond was not able to testi- 
fy on the detailed affidavit he 
submitted yesterday to the appel- 
late court becamse the justices 
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less on combat operations and 
more on information cam- 
paigns and development pro- 
jects to counter civilian support 
for the NPA. 


Bantay Laya, part Il 

With its new strategy, “Bantay 
Laya I,” the military is predicting 
that 80 percent of the NPAs 100 


bases will be dismantled by 2010, resources, particularly a lack tions. ganda was weak. and has blamed rogue soldiers 
atallorder given thatlessthan20 of helicopters and transport The report said that soldiers Hundreds of leftist ас. and internal purges within the 
amps have been removed since planes, were a problem when could not focus on theirsecurity tivists have been murdered NPA. Reuters 
WHAT WENT BEFORE 
two escaped from detention in ported members of the Citizens’ fold of the law),” he said. 
Pangasinan on Aug. 13, 2007. Armed Forces Geographical On Oct. 24, the Manalos 
Diokno said the brothers Unit (Cafgu). asked the high court to convert 
were tortured by the military, He said he knew Palparan their earlier petition into one 
and managed toescapewhile from what he saw ofthe latter for a writ of amparo. 
their guards were having a on television. The high court responded fa- 


drinking session. 

Raymond said in a statement 
attached to the petition that 
then Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, 
Sgt. Rizal Hilario and other mil- 
itary officers were present or 
actively participated in their 
torture. 

He named some of their ab- 
ductors as Michael, Madning, 
Puti and Pula de la Cruz, and 
Randy and Rudy Mendoza, pur- 


told his lawyer, Jose Manuel Dio- 
kno, to ask only those questions 
that would add important details 
in order to save time. 

Diokno also said Reynaldo's 
statement was the same as Ray- 
mond's, which was why the el- 
der brother was no longer 
called to the stand. 


Torture 

In his affidavit, Raymond al- 
so said he and his brother were 
tortured by members of the 7th 
Infantry Division. 

He said he was hurt by his 
captors when he denied that he 
was a member of the commu- 
nist New People’s Army. 

Raymond also said he was 
splashed with urine and hot wa- 
ter, hit in the stomach with a 
wooden stick, hit on the fore- 
head with a gun, and burned in 
different parts of the body. 

His brother received the 
same treatment, he said. 

Raymond claimed to have seen 
several other people being held 
captive in the places where he 
and his brother were detained. 
He named three of them as Sher- 
lyn Cadapan and Karen Empefio, 
University of the Philippines stu- 
dents long missing, and their 
‘companion, Manuel Merino. 

Raymond said Cadapan and 
Empeño were tortured as well, 
adding that he saw what was 
done to Cadapan but only heard 
Empefio's screams. He said he 
saw Merino being set on fire. 

Raymond also said that he 
and his brother, along with the 
three, were taken to a safe- 
house in Zambales early this 
year, and then to Limay, Bataan. 

He said that in Limay, he saw 
five corpses being brought to 
the camp where all five of them 
were being held. 

Later, he said, he, Reynaldo 
and Merino were taken to the 
forest in the area. 

When they retumed to the 
camp, Raymond said Cadapan 
and Empefio were not there any- 
more, and Merino was subse- 
quently killed. 


Second time 

Yesterday's hearing was the 
second for the Manalo brothers’ 
petition for a protection order 
from the appellate court and for 
an investigation of their purport- 
ed detention places, including 
military camps. It was also the 
second time they came to court. 

‘The Manalos had earlier been 
in hiding, fearing for their lives, 
despite the temporary restrain- 
ing order issued by the Supreme 
Court stopping the military 
from harming them, 

‘The Manalos' petition was orig- 
inally not for a writ of amparo but 
for protection because when they 
led it, the rules for the writ had 
not yet taken effect. 

The brothers later converted 
their petition into one for the 
writ of amparo, which was 
granted by the high court. 

At another hearing, the lawyer 
of urban poor leader Lourdes 
Rubrico asked the Court of Ap- 
peals for a temporary protection 
order to stop the fnilitary from 
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the beginning of 2002. trying to corner rebels living roles because they were over- since Ms Arroyo came to pow- 
‘The AFP wants to flush the in remote, mountainous ar- burdened with other tasks, un- er in 2001 and a United Na- 
6,300-member NPA ош of eas. realistic targets and a lack of tions rapporteur has said the 
around 19 bases in 2007. The The AFR which has been in- funds. military was responsible for 
military has removed only five volved in over a dozen coup Í many of the killings, which 
bases in the first half. plots since the overthrow of Fer- Weak in propaganda international groups say 
2 j Ginand Marcos in 1986, also  Atthe policy level, the assess- were part of a dirty war 
Political adventurism said its soldiers were distracted ment report found that the gov- against the Left. 


In its strategic assessment, by “political adventurism" and ernment did not prosecute The military has denied the 
the military said inadequate their deployment during elec- enough militants and‘ propa- executions were official policy 


Ina 20-minute video shown ^ vorably and issued the writ for 
to the media in September, Ray- the brothers the next day. 


mond said the military wasac- Under the writ of amparo, 
tually after his brothers Rolan- the military or the police can- 
do and Crisanto, suspected not simply deny involvement in 
members ofthe communist abductions or extrajudicial 
New People’s Army. killings. They must also prove 


“Bubuhayin kami paramag- they are not involved and, on 
babalik-loob ang mga kapatid court orders, open their deten- 


namin (They would керте tion facilities for inspection. 
and Reynaldo alive so our Eliza Victoria, Inquirer Re- 
brothers would retumtothe search 


harassingherand her daughters. She said she was made to 
But lawyer Rex Fernandez signa statement agreeing to be- 
said the “cautious” court did not соте a military asset. 
grant his plea despite his citing __Rubrico said that after her re- 
the high courts issuance of a lease, she was under constant 
TRO in the Manalos case. surveillance. The family home in 
Rubrico claimed tohave been Cavite was also being watched, Raymond, during the writ of amparo hearing at the Court of Appeals. 
arrested by the military without she said, Fightening her and her Rajmend кышы that he was tortured and that the alegediy 
awarrantand detained without daughter and prompting them dreaded general (now retired) Jovito Palparan figured prominently 
charges before being released. to move out. ekg анараа popu 


The 2007 Citi Microentrepreneur Of The Year Award 
Ating Parangalan, 
Microentrepreneurs ng ating Bayan! 


Halina at bigyang karangalan ang mga matagumpay nating microentrepreneurs! 
inihahatid ng Citi kasama ng Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 
Microfinance Council of the Philippines at Go Negosyo ang 5th MOTY Awards. 


November 13, 2007, 3 pm, Metropolitan Museum, BSP - "Teach a nation how to fish, 
feed the nation for many lifetimes.” 


November 14, 2007, 11am, Heroes Hall,Malacafiang "му Cone el 


PCE Founding Trustee and Presidential 
Consultant for Entrepreneurship 


AWARDEES: 


Henry C. Bayaua 

(Maunlad National Awardee) 
Metal Craft Master 

For having successfully laid the foundations for 
HENRICO Metal Corporation which has now 
established itself as one of the leading players in 
the industry 


Milagros F. Dorado 

(Masikap National Awardee) 

Agriculture Entrepreneur 

for transforming the family's duck-raising 

7 livelihood into an enterprise which now Involves 
copra-processing and charcoal-making 


* Allan Geron Virginia Dimayuga 
(Maunlad Luzon Awardes (Masikap Luzon Awardee) 
Booming Baker Superwoman of Sweets 


For establishing backyard businesses (ie, bakery, 
bakeshop and minl-grocery) which have now 
‘grown from Into full-scale ventures 


For establishing a venture which has brought 
coated peanuts, an llonggo delicacy, to Batangas 
and expanded into selling other sweets such as 
banana chips and polvoron 


Ruel Limpin 
(Maunlad Visayas Awardee) 
Recycling Royalty 

For trading his career as а jeepney driver for the 
chance to ventura nto the unk shop and recycling 
business 


Saturnina Diez 
(Masikap Visayas Awardee) 
Vegetable Vixen 

For having significantly uplifted her family's 
‘quality of life by venturing into vegetable and 
fruit farming 


Rosa Pedrigosa Mayordomo 
(Masikap Mindanao Awardee) 
Dried Fish Deity 

For venturing Into wholesale selling of dried fish 
and establishing a business which has significantly 
grown in size and profit 


(Special Aware 
Balut Baby 


Maricel M. Quiap 
(Special Awardee) 
Furniture Entrepreneur 
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Strangers in cyberspace rush to support Pampanga governor 


By T] Burgonio 


PAMPANGA GOV ED PANLILIO, UNDER FIRE. 
from local officials over his exposé of alleged. 
bribery in Malacafiang, has been drawing 
support from complete strangers in cy- 
berspacé. 

Over 1,700 people, from students to 
CEOs to government officials, have re- 


wesupportgovpanlilioQ gmail.com. 


pressions of sympathy and offers of help. 


Ay Y... "Para sa pl bumbero, mahalaga 
© ang bawal Segundo. Dapat laging alerto. 
Kaya umiinom ako ng Energin 300 para 


| А siguradong lagi akong handa sa anumang- 


sakunaja папага Wo." (а. 
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Sofar, the account created by youth lead- 
er Harvey Keh has been flooded with ex- 


“The response is overwhelming,” Keh said. 
He said e-mails were coming in by the 
minute. “Unbelievable. I even got respons- 


sponded to a call to come to the aid of the es from Ghana and Tanzania,” he 
embattled governor through the website 


said in an interview by phone. 

Keh, director for Youth Leader- 
ship and Social Entrepreneurship of 
the Ateneo de Manila University- 
School of Government, sent out his 
plea on Thursday afternoon. 


Punished for telling truth 

“Td like to ask for a few minutes of 
your time to send an e-mail of support 
to Gov. Ed Panlilio. Let us all tell him 
that we are behind him in his quest. 
forthe truth,” he said in his e-mail. 

“What is at stake here is not only 
the people of Pampanga but the na- 
tion as a whole. Governor Ed ex- 
posed what has long been happen- 
ing in Malacafiang and now he is 
being punished for it. Will you do 
something about it?" 

According to Keh, local officials 
in Pampanga led by Vice Gov. Yeng 
Guiao were now ganging up on 
Panlilio and "marginalizing him by 
not respecting his authority as gov- 
ernor" since his disclosure. 


From page А! 


vestigation Deputy Director Samuel 
Ong and other persons for allegedly 
conspiring to oust Ms Arroyo in 
June 2005. 

Lawyer Mariano Santiago repre- 
sented the group in filing the case 
on the eve of the Senate blue ribbon 
committee's inquiry into the money 
distributed to legislators and local 
officials. 

He identified the respondents as 
Pampanga Gov. Ed Panlilio, Misamis 
Occidental Gov. Leo Campos, Malolos 
Gov. Joselito Mendoza, Negros Orien- 
tal Gov. Emilio Macias and Represen- 
tatives Antonio Cuenco, Rachel Are- 
mas, Bienvenido Abante, Mauricio 
Domogan and Tomas Dumpit Jr. They 
allegedly were cash gift recipients. 

The five-page complaint included 
Eastern Samar Gov. Ben Evardone 
and Palawan Gov. Joel Reyes of the 
League of Provinces of the Philip- 
pines, who both claimed that the 


Some media publications in the 
province were also being used to 
“destroy his credibility,” he added. 

Of the 1,700 e-mails, Keh said his 
group had managed to print only 
600. He planned to give copies of 
these to Panlilio last night, the eve 
of his testimony at a Senate inquiry 
into the alleged bribery. 

“The messages were inspiring. One 
wrote that he'd support him if he runs 
for president,” Keh said. "m happy to 
mote that there are those who believe 
in good governance; and in the hon- 
esty and integrity of Among Ed." 

He said that he initiated the move 
to rally support for the "good guys" 
Jike Panlilio, 

“Otherwise, they will be eaten up 
by the corrupt system. We need to 
be able to show the bad guys that 
we're doing something, and we're 
watching over what's happening,” 
he said in the interview. 

In his e-mail, Keh said that 
Panlilio had performed well in less 
than six months in office. 


Bribery whistle-blowers charged j 


P500,000 Panlilio and Mendoza each 
got came from the group's P21-mil- 


He said, for instance, that they 
governor had managed to collect in 
two months the same amount in; 
quarry taxes that his predecessor 
collected in one year. 

Pampanga mayors and board mem- 
bers were now demanding part of this- 
money, and were blackmailing the, 
governor by threatening not to pass, 
key legislation that would benefit the 
people of Pampanga, according to Kehv, 

"Isn't this a familiar refrain in oup. 
country? Someone does good and yet^ 
heis often punished for doing what is, 
right. And worse, while this is ha 
pening many of us just turn a blind 
eye without doing anything,” he said, 

"It is no wonder why majority of, 
our government leaders are become» 
ing bolder and bolder in becoming, 
corrupt since for them no one: 
would dare complain aboutit” у 

Keh said that the Filipinos de- 
served their current crop of leaderg, 
"because we continue to do nothing: 
despite the fact that we see there is, 
something wrong." 


cl 
“The group is happy with what 
Governor Panlilio did but we need, 


lion account for a “capability-build- "to include him so that there will be> 


ing" program for new governors. 

Deputy Speaker Ma. Amelita Vil- 
larosa, Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno, Interior Undersecretary Austere 
Panadeto and Philippine Amusement 
and Gaming Corp. vice president Ed- 
die Plaza were also named corespon- 
dents as possible sources of the money. 

"We are filing this complaint against 
them so that they will all be forced to 
make statements under oath,” Santia- 
go told the INQUIRER yesterday. 

Santiago, a former colonel and 
head of the Land Transportation Of- 
fice, stressed that the respondents 
must be investigated for divulging 
“contradictory” details about the 
supposed dole-outs. 

“Some cannot be telling the truth 
and must be lying in violation of Sec- 
tion 1, Article 11 of the Constitution 
that provides that public office is a 
public trust,” read the complaint. 
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generalon, ASEAB'a kay 
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Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala 
"ridges" Chairman 


All events are open and free of charge for the public. Detailed information is available at www.peace-foundation.net 


complete evidence and statements 
on the issue,” Santiago explained. -, 

In a statement, Magsino said thar 
the complaint was initiated so thats 
the antigraft body would be “forced, 
to act on the bribery scandal involv. 
ing Malacafiang, congressmen and 
governors, unlike its “inaction” im; 
the other controversies hounding 
the Arroyo administration. 

“There would have been no need, 
for the investigation by the legisla‘ 
tive branch of the government if on- 
ly the Ombudsman and the Com-. 
mission on Audit were doing their* 
jobs," Magsino said. 

Among the РТА members who. 
signed the complaint were lawyer 
Romualdo Din Jr, Catalina Tum: 
чап, Clarissa Castro, Eduardo Ro- 
driguez, Vicente Pulido, Manuel 
Maramba, Pete Principe, Geronimo. 
Pascual and Rogelio Velarde. "ud 
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given in the Palace after separate meetings 
Nis Arroyo had on Oct. 11 with 90 congress- 
men and 200 local officials. 

“I will just tell the truth,” said Panlilio, 
83, a Catholic priest who was elected Pam- 
panga governor in May on a crusade of 
good governance. 

“Не is the only recipient of the Mala- 
céfiang dole who has agreed to appear be- 
fore the Senate in the first hearing of its 
Blue ribbon committee today on allegations 
ehvelopes containing from P200,000 to 
P500,000 were handed out to politicians in 
tfie Palace affair. 

“The opposition said ће money was given 
Gut in a bid by Malacafiang to ram through 
Congress "sham" impeachment complaint 
that could be easily killed and thus spare 
Ms Arroyo another and more substantive 
suit under a one-year constitutional ban. 

~ Out of parliamentary courtesy, the Sen- 
ate did not summon at least three represen- 
tatives—Bienvenido Abante Jr. of Manila 
ahd Thomas Dumpit of La Union who both 
have admitted receiving P500,000 each, 
and Antonio Cuenco of Cebu, who said he 
got P200,000. 

Deputy Speaker Ma. Amelita “Girlie” Vil- 
larosa, a member of Ms Arroyo's Kabalikat 
ng Malayang Pilipino, later admitted that 
the money given to Abante and Dumpit had 
come from Kampi as “assistance.” 

+ Several other congressmen admitted re- 
ceiving doleouts but declined to be named. 
‘Administration supporters in the Liberal 
Party also made similar disclosures but said 
details would be given at a proper forum, 
not at the Senate inquiry. 

t Abante cautioned senators against feast- 
ing on members of the lower chamber and 
said if they did he would take to the floor 
and tell them “to be more statesmanlike.” 


Politics of patronage 

“Tm not going there to give my opinion. I 
would give an honest accounting of what 
happened and I will not speak without con- 
crete evidence,” Panlilio told reporters after 
meeting with opposition Sen. Jamby 
‘Madrigal at his office in San Fernando yes- 
terday. 

Madrigal said she just wanted to express 
her gratitude to Paniilio for bringing trans- 
parency back in government. She described 
him as “highly credible.” On the other 
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PANLILIO: First public hearing 


hand, she called Ms Arroyo a “symbol of the 
politics of patronage, of handouts.” 

Panlilio said he expected that the hearing 
would result in a law prescribing actions 
public officials should take on receiving 
funds or items from unknown sources. 

Bulacan Gov. Joselito Mendoza, who 
handed the money to Panlilio's chief of 
staff, had said in an Oct. 22 press confer- 
ence that the two paper bags containing the 
cash were given to him in a room beside the 
Palace's Heroes Hall. 

A woman, whom Mendoza could not 
identify, passed the bags to him in the pres- 
ence of Interior Undersecretary Austere 
Panadero, Philippine Amusement and 
Gaming Corp. official Edward Plaza and a 
man he did not know. 

Mendoza is not attending the Senate 
hearing, having committed earlier to at- 
tend a youth education summit in Bulacan. 

Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano, blue ribbon 
chair, said Mendoza's absence would be a 
big letdown. He said his panel expected 
Mendoza to shed light on the source of the 
funds, a question Panlilio said he had noan- 
swer for. 


Lacson claims ‘baseless’ 

Also yesterday, Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment Secretary Ronaldo Puno described 
as “baseless” allegations by Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson that he used funds of the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) counterinsurgency 
campaign for the cash gifts given to politi 
cians. 

“I am sure that Senator Lacson, being a 
former PNP chief himself, knows that the 


DILG has no direct access to the 
funds of the PNE" Puno said. 

PNP Director General Avelino 
Razon also said yesterday that 
Lacson should substantiate his 
claim, adding that the funds of 
the PNP are properly audited 
and disbursed. 

“Whatever funds the PNP has 
are intended for the payment of 


Gov. Ed: Lone star witness in bribe probe 


allowances of personnel, for 
capital outlay, and for our 
units,” Razon told reporters in 


Camp Crame yesterday. 


Police Anti-Crime and Emergency Response 
team. Reports from Tonette Orejas, Inquirer 
Central Luzon, and Alcuin Papa, Christian 
V Esguerra and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


On Monday, Lacson claimed 


the P160 million in cash gifts dis- 
tributed in Malacañang was tak- 
en from the funds of the Police 
Security and Protection Office 
tasked with securing VIPs and the 
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IN THEKNOW 


IN 2000, THE PHILIPPINE 
trial Lawyers Association 
asked the Supreme Court to is- 

| sue a temporary restraining 
order on the Senate impeach- 
ment proceedings against then 
President Joseph Estrada. 

In its petition, the PTLA 
asked the high court to de- 
clare as unconstitutional the 
Articles of Impeachment filed 
by the House of Representa- 
tives. The Supreme Court dis- 
missed the petition. 

When Estrada's successor 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
was accused in 2005 of cheat- 
ing in the 2004 elections, the 
РПА petitioned the Supreme 

| Court to stop the House inves- 

|, Sgation of the alleged wire- 
tapped conversations between 
the President and former Com- 


FREE 
DELIVERY 


Trial and error? 


mission on Elections Commis- 
sioner Virgilio Garcillano. 

The PTLA argued that the 
probe was not connected to 
any proposed legislation, and 
was thus an abuse of legisla- 
tive authority. It said the in- 
quiry would “demean the OF 
fice of the President and dis- 
parage her stature." 

The organization also 
asked the high court to pro- 
hibit the playing of the sup- 
posed wiretapped conversa- 
tions as this would violate the 
Anti-Wiretapping Law. 

Among PTLASs members are 


Commission on Human Rights . 


Commissioner Eligio Mallari, 
а former president, and 
Caloocan City Mayor Enrico 
Echiverri. Cyril L. Bonabente, 
Inquirer Research 
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Artists protest at NPC 


By Allison W. Lopez 


SOME 60 ARTISTS CARRY- 
ing antigovernment plac- 
ards demonstrated in front 
of the National Press Club in 
Intramuros, Manila, yester- 
day to protest state censor- 
ship and political repression. 

The demonstrators, members of 


the Neo-Angono Artists Collective 
(NAAC) and the Concerned Artists of 
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the Philippines (CAP), marched from. 
Liwasang Bonifacio to the МРС build- 
ing at 1:30 pm. waving a 4x16-foot 
tarpaulin copy of the original “Press 
Freedom” mural that was altered by 
officers of the NPC to remove several 
features deemed "leftist." 

The changes were made a day be- 
fore President Macapagal-Arroyo 
unveiled the mural on Oct. 26. 

Julie Po, head of the CAP visual 
arts section, said they joined the ral- 
ly to tackle not just the censorship of 
the mural painted by the Neo-An- 
gono artists but also other larger is- 
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sues, like the extrajudicial killings of 
journalists and dissidents. 

The steel gates of the NPC were 
chained shut, barring the protesters 
and mediamen from the premises. A 
security guard said none of the NPC 
officers were inside the building. 

NPC president Roy Mabasa said 
that since some groups had begun 
taking advantage of the controversy 
generated by the mural, they would 
no longer issue further statements. 

“We believe all issues from both 
sides have been sufficiently venti- 
lated and we should leave room for 
things to cool off,” he said. 
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Amalia Fuentes accuse 


LTEA 


Admiral Road, Talon, Las Рїйав City 


of robbery by husband 


Actress says 'stolen' items part of conjugal property 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 
and Bayani San Diego Jr. 


THE HUSBAND OF ACTRESS 
Amalia Fuentes yesterday ac- 
cused her of robbery, a charge 
which she denied because ac- 
cording to her, the alleged stolen 
items are part of their conjugal 
property. 

In a complaint filed at the Quezon City 
Police District Station 7 in Cubao, Joseph 
“Joey” Stevens, represented by his secre- 
tary, Editha Bernardo, accused Fuentes of 
taking several documents, cash and other 
items from the FMA Corp. office on P Tua- 
zon Street in Cubao. 

Stevens, who identified himself as the 
owner of the firm, said that on Saturday 
night, Fuentes, their son Jeric, SPO3 Rodel 
"Tuano of the San Juan City police, a lock- 
smith identified as Edmar Ramirez and two 
other unidentified persons entered his of- 
fice. 


Assets 

‘According to the complaint, Fuentes took 
from the office more than P99,000 in cash, 
a manager's check for P131,000, various 
„stocks certificates, documents for the own- 
ership of at least three vehicles, original 
land titles and deeds of absolute sale, a col- 
lection of foreign currencies, checkbooks 
and two cameras. 

Contacted for comment, Fuentes told the 
Inguinen, “My husband cannot sue me for 
robbery. I did not break into the office. 


FUENTES in happier times with husband 
Joey Stevens suortseus 


Those are conjugal assets. 1 went there to 
get my personal papers that he refused to 
give up.” 

“In the first place, I didn’t get anything of 
value, just personal papers," Fuentes said. 

She added that she told Stevens that she 
would be getting the papers from the FMA 
office but she did not tell him when. 


Nota corporation 

“PMA isn't registered with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. It's not a corpo- 
ration, meaning, it's part of our conjugal as- 
sets," she said. 

“My husband and his secretary don't 
seem to understand the legal rights of a 
wife. That's why he's breaking the law with 


Armored van heist could be work 
of robbery gang, say police 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


POLICE ARE LOOKING INTO THE POSSI- 
bility that the Ampang Colangco group 
could be behind Monday's robbery of an 
armored van in Las Piñas City. 

The group’s modus operandi is to strike 
while the money is being loaded into the 
armored van, Senior Insp. Jandale Sulit 
said yesterday. 

“The gang who robbed the Banco de 
Oro van had a similar modus operandi to 
the Ampang Colangco group," said Sulit, 
chief of the city police's investigation divi- 
sion. 

Las Piñas City police chief, Senior Supt. 
Amando Clifton Empiso, has ordered 
more checkpoints and chokepoints to be 
setup in the city to catch the suspects. 

On Monday morning, seven armed men 
robbed a Banco de Oro armored van 
whose personnel were picking up a de- 
posit from the convenience store of a 


gasoline station on J. Aguilar Avenue, 
Barangay САА in Las Pifias. The suspects 
made off with P400,000 in cash and not 
P800,000 as earlier reported, Sulit said. 

Roel Mato, the van's security escort and 
Joseph Nietos, a BDO teller, were rushed 
to the Las Piñas Doctors Hospital for treat- 
ment after the suspects fired on them as 
they were loading the money into the 
van 

“We are still following up leads on the 
registration of the recovered getaway ve- 
hicle, a white Toyota Corolla and a black 
Starex van which the suspects used,” Sulit 
said. 

The suspects fled on a white Toyota 
Corolla with plate number TAJ 277 and 
two motorcycles. 

The car was later recovered on Liwanag 
Street in Barangay Pulang Lupa 2. 

‘The Ampang Colangco group has been 
linked to several bank robberies in Makati 
and Parafiaque cities. 


DISCOVER, EXPERIENCE, ENJOY 
(e HIGH LIFE 


impunity,” Fuentes said. 

She added that she has yet to see the — 
complaint filed by Stevens although she x 
clarified that she was not accompanied by 
her son or Tuano when she went to FMA on 
Saturday. 


House & Lot starts at | 
P4.79Ni at P43,087/mo. 
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You don't need to give up your house to 
fund the internet café you know will hit big. 


^^ without having to sell your assets! 
3 
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CREDIT LINE RA. 


Whatever your dream may be, you can now fulfill it with BPI Family Savings Bank LIVE YOUR DREAM Credit Line. 
Apply lor à Live Your Dream Credit Line using the following collaterals: 


+ Highly marketable real estate properties 
“Traded club shares accredited by the bank 
+ PSE-listed shares of stock accredited by the bank 


= Deposits with any branch of BPI, BPI Family Savings 
Bank or BPI Direct Savings Bank 

+ Investment Funds/Placements with BPI Asset 
Management and Trust Group (АМТС) 

+ Government Securities 


Use your Live Your Dream Credit Line for the dream business you've always wanted, for the dream vacation 
you've been planning for, for your child's education, ог for stock market opportunities. 


The Live Your Dream Credit Line conveniently comes with a checkbook for easy availment. It allows you to pay 
interest only for the number of days that you actually use the facility. Monthly payments for the principal are not 
required. You may pay any availment anytime, fully or partially, as your cash flow permits. 


Start fulfilling your dreams with Live Your Dream Credit Line! 


For more information, call 754-6596 or 89-100, log on to bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI, ВРІ Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
Provincial Business Centers: Pampanga (045) 961-8378, San Pablo (049) 562-3711, 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Lipa (043) 757-1000, Cebu (032) 231-3395, Davao (082) 235-3558 


Gel started on. lonnorron 


ü 


ГНЕ EAST 


ди 


By Julie M. Aurelio a rise in crime incidence so we 
will concentrate on the shop- 
WITHCHRISTMASJUSTAFEW ping areas," the police official 
weeks away, police visibility in said. 
key shopping areas in Metro Apart from increased police 
Manila will be stepped up with visibility the NCRPO will also 
the deployment of an additional deploy around 300 traffic en- 
2,000 law enforcers. forcers to help ease up traffic in 
National Capital Region Po- the vicinity of shopping malls. 
lice Office chief Director Сеагу Barias said the enforcers 
Barias said the policemen would be posted on main roads 
wouldbeassignedatbusyshop- like Edsa as well as secondary 
ping districts like Baclaran in roads. 
ParaüaqueCityand Quiapoand “Heavy traffic is unavoidable, 
Divisoria in Manila. especially during the round of 
"We are aware that the Christmas parties from Dec. 22 
Christmas season also ushersin onwards, he added. 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Ф Region VII, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
2008 INTEGRATED CARGO HANDLING SERVICES (ICHS) NFA CEBU 


190,400 MT (3,808,000 Bags) OF IMPORTED RICE TO BE UNLOADED BY 
MEANS OF INTEGRATED CARGO HANDLING SERVICES (ICHS), to 
include unloading of cargoes from foreign vessel to truck or local vessel: 
trucking service from one area/warehouse/ port of destination and handling 
of stocks within NFA warehouses 

‘The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. trough ts Corporate Budget fr 2008 tends to app 
the sumol Ninety Seven Мол Five Hundred Twelve Thousand Seren Hundred Ninety Seven 
Pesos 8 73/100(P 9751278773] ng tne Approved Bigot lor ne Contac (ABC) o payments 
unde te coniac torte 2008 egre Cargo Handing Serves (CHS) or NFA Cebu. 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY now invites Bids rom еке Bidders lor htegated 
Cargo Handing Seces (СНУ) or NFA Cebu. The ICHS involves Ihe unloading of pared rc 
"rom orig езе 10 NFA designated warehouses In Mero Cebu. to include, among thers 
roo. неопр, arast, use al tugboat, care, sinp cleaning тад bagging, rebagging, 
Customs verme checkeng charges, specilstndby charges, aun weighing handing ec. 
ему! ће GOODS s едыгой upon receipt of Nonce о Proceed umi December 1, 208, or 
upon completion of he sees lr Ше 190.400 MT volume, whichever is applicable. 

Bling wi be conducted rough open compete bg using ron dscetorary passaii 
cetera spected тле Implementing Rules and Regulators Part A RR-A) ol Republ Ac 9184 
(RA S184) otherwise known 25 tne "Government Procurement Relorm Act” Biders musi have a 
Larges Single Cariraci hat's completed ала accomplished йил те мее montt: penod beween 
3004 p la the presen which is simlar i rature and complex to the coacto Бе bi ond те 
Value threo! must be а fast 50% ol to ABC. Bis осам in excess cf he ABC shal be 
automaticaly rejected и Bit opening, 

Локтева Bidders may obtain hathar ilormation rom he NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY and 
inspect Bóng Documents at MFA. Barad Cetu Ctystrng November 15, 2007 1o November 
27,2007 Vom 800AM о SPI. Acomphie set ci Bidding Documents moy be purchased by 
‘Biers kom tie address below and pen parent ot a ran eundo lee ol Ey Thousand Pesos 
(8,000 00. The method ol payment wit be in cash. 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY ий hold a Pre Sd Conference oen lo al mieresied 
pares on November 28, 007 8 9:00 AM at NFA Training Centar, ed Ft., Baad, Cebu CI. 
Bads эга ety кретен must be debvered 1o he address below on December 11 2007 not 
kter han 900.0 

AN Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Securty in an amount at east equal o. acd not lower 
‘han a percentage o the Approved Budge! Ior tha Contract be bid in me laiowang frm or any 
ceanbinaion neo: 

Form ol Security 

‘Cash Casher'sManagers Check 

GSIS Surety Bond marked "Catto 

on Demand" 

Notarized Bank Guarantee One aHa Percent (1.5%) 

Bid opening shal be оп December 11, 2007 Ф 9:0 AM at NFA Training Center. Jrd РУ. 
волий Cet Су. Bids на be opened inthe presence ol e bidders and or he authorized 
repesentaives who chose to atend e ыйда. Late Bis shal not be accepted. 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY reserves е right to accep bids most advantageous to 
"he goverment or rec any Bd, o эми he ing proces, ando reject al Buds at any tme. 
aro сога award, hau thereby curi ony abi o ma alfecd Bidder o Bes. 

"NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
RAUL B CHONG 
Bani Cebu Ciy 
Tell 032.2321939 


Minimum Amount In % of ABC to be bid 
One Percent 1% 
Taos a Hall Percent (25%) 


(POI -Noweter м. 280) 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office applicationis for Alien Employment Permis 


Name and address of 
‘Company/Employer 


SHINMITTETSU ENGINEERING 
PHILIPPINE BRANCH 

Uni 1503 Herrera Tower cor. Valero SL, 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati Cty 


SHIVNITTETSU ENGINEERING 
PHILIPPINE BRANCH 

Unt 1503 Herrera Tower cor. Valero St, 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati Cty 


RMH TELESERVICES 

ASIA PACIFIC INC. 

БР ELICC ABS-CBN Стр, 
Mo. Ignacia St, Quezon Ciy 


MACRO"WORLD RESEARCH 
PHILIPPINES INC, 

SIF SSHG Law Conte, 

105 Paseo de Roxas, Makali Cy 


‘TONG KEUN CALL SERVICE 
CORPORATION 

Unt W-3302A West Tower, 
PSEC Exchange Road, 
Ortigas Cones, Pasig Cty 


| LE TAI HENG LAND CORPORATION 
2502-E Alianta Cente, 
31 Annapolis St, Greens, 
San Juan Ciy 


JULIANA KARAOKE 
BAR AND RESTAURANT INC. 
EDSA Ent cor. P. Celle, Pasay Ciy 


LOVELYMOON PENSION INN 
& COFFEE SHOP 
1718 J. Bocobo St, Malate, Mania 


 JNMARLAKSHMI LENDING 
E TRADING CORP. 

1-112 3a Balagus Vilas, 
Balagtas SL, Pasay Ciy 


NEOBIO PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
‘Stal No. N10 N2 07 05 03 01 

2IF Shoppers Gold Big, 

464 Rizal Ave, Sia. Cruz, Manila 


Name of Foreign. 
National/Citizenship. 


Position 


Ева Kuginiya 
Japanese 


Зевс Konishi 
Japanese 


Henning Christian 
ават 
American 


‘Bruce Taylor Cusic 
‘American 


‘Sang Suam 
Korean 


It you have any information/objection to the above mentioned appication/s 
| please communicate with the Regional Director. 


RAYMUNDO б. AGRAVANT] 


A ees Breca 


[POL-Novamber 14,2007) 
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METRO 
More cops on streets as Christmas draws near-NCRP 


The extra security prepara- 
tions being taken by the police 
to ensure the safety of shoppers 
is part of their Yuletide gift to 
Metro Manila residents, Barias 
said. 

“I have also ordered our dis- 
trict directors to identify other 
shopping areas which might 
need additional police deploy- 
ment,” he added. 

The order was issued follow- 
ing the Oct. 19 Glorietta 2 blast 
which left 11 persons dead and 
many injured. 

‘Southern Metro Manila alone 
has several shopping districts, 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


THE POLICEWOMAN WHO 
accidentally shot her husband 
following an argument was re- 
leased from detention on Mon- 
day after the Quezon City Pros- 
есшог Office ordered a further 
investigation of the case. 

“I never wanted it to happen. 
T want to see my husband but I 
don’t know how,” PO2 Ederlin- 
da Almonte, 28, told the Inquir- 
Ей. yesterday, adding that she 
feared that her husband's fami- 
ly, who blames her for his death, 
would bar her from the wake. 


Predicament 

"I want to take my children to 
see their father but I cannot 
force his family to allow me to 
do so because of what hap- 
pened,” Almonte said. 


Amalia Fuentes . 


Fuentes said that her husband's action 
was probably motivated by her filing of a 
petition for legal separation from him on 
the grounds of infidelity at the Quezon City 
Regional Trial Court on Oct. 25. 


Marital crisis 

The couple were married in Las Vegas in 
1979. Last June, in an interview with the 
Inquire, they admitted that they were hav- 
inga marital crisis after Fuentes discovered 
that Stevens was having an affair. 


including the Glorietta malls 
and other Ayala-owned com- 
plexes, as well as the SM Mall of 
Asia in Pasay City. 

Earlier, Southern Police Dis- 
trict director Chief Supt. Luizo 
Ticman ordered a tighter watch 
оп suspected criminal and ter- ports. 
rorist elements. 

The SPD chief also directed 
his men to be in top shape and 
to be on guard for the holidays. 

“I told everyone to improve 
their performance at least a 
notch higher, particularly with 
the advent of the Yuletide sea- 
son,” the officia] told the Inque. 


On Sunday morning, Al- 
monte and her husband, Dar- 
win, 29, argued over financial 
and personal matters in their 
house in Barangay Kaligaya- 
han, Novaliches, Quezon City. 

AS they were fighting, Dar- 
win grabbed Almontes bag 
where she kept her 9mm Pietro 
Beretta service firearm and took 
out the pistol. 


Struggle 

She tried to wrest away the 
firearm from Darwin but it went 
off, hitting her husband in the 
Jaw just below his right ear. 

Almonte told the INQUIRER 
that upon realizing that her 
husband had been shot, she 
prodded him to get up. 

“Please stand up. Ihave to get 
you to the hospital,” she re- 
called telling him. 


said. 


Almonte added 


Quezon Ci 
report the incident. 


parricide. 
Loss 


cident. 


said. 


+ e FrompageA23 


According to Fuentes, she is determined. 
to set an example for wives in "similar situ- 
ations"—particularly the one in which 
their husbands leave them for younger 
women. 

“I can't force him (Stevens) to live with 
me. What we (wives) want is what is due 
us. There is justice for married women. 
This, I hope, will be a deterrent for married 
men from cheating on their wives,” Fuentes 
said, adding with a laugh, “Real men take 
care of their first wives.” 


AFP RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION BENEFITS SYSTEM 
‘Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
FOR SECURITY SERVICES 


The AFP RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION BENEFITS SYSTEM (AFP-RSBS) now invites Bids 
from Eligible Bidders for the Procurement of Security Services for the following AFP-RSBS 


properties as staled below: 


PROJECT LOCATION 


NO. OF 
GUARDS 


APPROVED 
BUDGET FOR 
THE CONTRACT 
(ABC) 


COST OF 

ELIGIBILITY AND 
BID DOCUMENTS 
(norerefundable) 


Security Services for 
Riviera Residential 
Estates 


Siang Cavie | 30 


Р5328М Р 1000000 


Security Services for 


SanLorenzoSouh | Laguna 


‘Sta. Rosa Ciy, | 15 


P 2880M Р 500000 


Securty Senices 
for PMO 


Taguig Слу т 


P2251M P 500000 


Janitorial Services 
dor IPMO. 


табу | " 


PIIM P 500% 


The description of an eligible Bidder is contair 


id in Section II of the Bidding Documents, ITB. 


ina previous interview. 

Apart from more policemen 
on the streets, Barias also 
promised to improve the deliv- 
ery of services in Metro Manila's 
police stations, such as accom- 
plishing incident and traffic re- 


1 often hear complaints that 
reports do not get accomplished 
on time so we will hold a dia- 
logue with police commanders 
to address this problem," he 


"These are some innovations 
that we are doing to improve 
our service," Barias said. 


Policewoman freed pending probe 


that 
asked for help from her neigh- 
bors and then called up the 
Police District to 


Darwin, however was de- 
clared dead on arrival at the Far 
Eastern University Hospital. 

‘Almonte, on the other hand, p.m. 
was detained at the QCPD 
Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Unit and charged with 


She said that she wished Dar- 
win's family would stop blam- 
ing her for what happened, 
adding thathis death was an ac- 


“АЙ of us suffered a loss. My 
children lost their father and I 
los my husband,” Almonte 


Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 


2. Bidding will be conducted through open competilive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary разз/ай criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A 
(IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as the "Government Procurement 
Reform Act,” and is restricted to Filipino cllizens/sole proprietorships, organizations with al 
least sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the 
Philippines, and to citizens or organizations of a country the laws or regulations of which grant 
similar rights or privileges to Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and 
Subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 138). Only Bids from Bidders who pass the eligibility 
‘check will be opened. The process for the eligibility check is described in Section | of the 
Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to 
the post-qualification stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of the bid to technical 
and financial requirements of the project. The cofitract shall then be awarded to the Lowest 
Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during the post- 
qualification procedure. 

Interested parties shall submit proposalis on any or all of the aforementioned projects. One 
project is equivalent to a single award or contract, separate and distinct from each other. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the AFP-RSBS and inspect the Bidding 
Documents at the address given below from 8:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m. 

А complete set of Bidding Documents will be available for issuance to interested applicants 
from Nov. 22, 2007 and may be purchased by interested Bidders from the address below and 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee in the amount as above-stated. The method of payment 
wil be cash. The Bidding Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder 
ог his authorized representative 

The AFP-RSBS will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on Dec. 10, 
2007,2:00 p.m. at AFP-RSBS Board Room, AFPRSBS Building, 424 Capinpin Avenue, Сатр 
‘Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 

. Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below on or before 
9:00 a.m. of Dec. 21, 2007. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security in the form of 
cash. check or bank guarantee and in ihe amount specified in the Bid Data Sheet or an 
equivalent amount in а freely convertible currency. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 

. Bid opening shall be on Dec. 21, 2007, 9:05 a.m. at the AFP-RSBS Board Room, AFP-RSBS 
Building, 424 Capinpin Avenue, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. Bids wil be opened in the 
presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the address below. 
Additional information shall be furnished upon request. All communications should be 
‘addressed to the undersigned at the following address 

Bids and Awards Committee 
AFP-RSBS Bullding, 424 Capinpin Avenue, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
Tel. Nos. 9118714/9120056 
| The AFP-RSBS reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding process, 
and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, without thereby Incurring any liability 
to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


(Sgd.) MR. MICHAEL A. SANCHEZ 
Chairman 


Bids and Awards Committee 
(PDI- November 14, 2007) 
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Negros trader 
loses P3M to 
car thieves 

in Manila 


By Tina G. Santos 


CAR THIEVES BROKE INTO THE 
parked van of a Lions Club dis- 
trict governor Monday after- 
noon, taking away items worth 
close to P3 million. 

Victim Em Ang, 42, of Man- 
sulingan, Bacolod City, said the 
thieves smashed the window of 
her Kia Prego van and stole a 
laptop, pieces of jewelry, cash 
and other personal belongings. 

The victim's car was parked 
in front of an Allied Bank 
branch near Century Park Hotel 
in Vito Cruz, Manila when the 
incident took place around 1 


she 


Police said the victim parked 
her car in the area to eat with 
her friends at a nearby restau- 
rant. 

When she came back, she was 
shocked to discover that her car's 
window was already broken and 
her belongings missing. 

Police said the incident 
should serve as a warning to 
those who leave valuables in- 
side parked cars. 

Security measures in the 
city’s parking areas will also be 
assessed, the police added. 


METROBRIEFS 


Japanese found dead in hotel 
AUTHORITIES are puzzled over the death of a 
57-year-old Japanese man whose body was 
found inside his room at the Soriente Hotel in 
Ermita, Manila yesterday afternoon. The victim 
was identified as Takayuki Mino. He had been 
shot several times, police said. Larry Florenti- 
no, 46, a hotel security guard, told investiga- 
tors that he decided to check on the 
when the latter failed to check out at noon yes- 
terday. Florentino found the victim lying life- 
less with a gun on the floor of his room. The 
police said they are trying to determine 
whether the incident was a case of suicide or if 
there was foul play involved. 

Tina G. Santos 


Free blood sugar test in Manila 
PEOPLE with a sweet tooth are encouraged to 
avail themselves of a free blood screening exam 
at the Manila City Hall from today in celebration 
of World etes Day. From 7 a.m. to 11:45 
a.m., Manila residents can undergo testing for 
diabetes, one of the country's top killer illness- 
es. There will also be an exhibit on diabetes. 
mellitus and smoking and audio-visual presen- 
tations on proper nutrition, daily exercise and 
foot care tips for diabetics. City health officer Dr. 
Marie Lorraine Sanchez said that a healthy 
lifestyle through diet and exercise is the key to 
preventing and dealing with diabetes. 

Allison W. Lopez 


Early Christmas gift 
THE MANDALUYONG City Hall's 3,600 work- 
ers can start thelr Christmas shopping this 
week as the city government will release their 
13th month pay tomorrow. In a statement yes- 
terday, Mayor Benhur Abalos said that the ear- 
ly release of their bonus would give employees 
ample time to buy what they need for Christ- 
mas. The budget department mandates that lo- 
cal governments should release the holiday 
bonus not earlier than Nov. 15. 

Kristine L. Аве 


Robbers strike twice in Pasig 
ROBBERS have struck in Pasig City in two sepa- 
rate incidents, running off with a total of 
P400,000. According to a report from the Pasig 
City police, Winnie Martinez, 37, a supervisor 
residing in Greenpark Village, woke up at around 
5:30 a.m. yesterday to discover that her clutch 
bag, which was beside her, was missing. The 
bag contained P240,000. Martinez told the po- 
lice that her bed was near the window. On Mon- 
day afternoon, gun-toting suspects on board 
two motorcycles and a car robbed businessman 
Robert Galilea, 36, and his wife, Josephine, right 
after they left the Metrobank branch in Santolan, 
Pasig City where they had just withdrawn 
P161,000. The suspects also took the keys to 
the couple's Pajero before fleeing, Galilea said. 
Kristine L. Alave 


Dip YOU KNOW 


ON NOV. 14, 2000, some 300 traders, analysts 
and brokers walked out of the Philippine Stock 
Exchange building on Ayala Avenue in Makati 
City to join nationwide demonstrations calling 
for the resignation of then President Joseph 
Estrada. The walkout was a first in PSE's histo- 
ry. PSE employees staged another walkout 
against Estrada in January 2001, the month һе 
was ousted from office amid corruption 
charges. Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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UN urges Burma 
parties to speed 
up reconciliation 


UNITED NATIONS—UN CHIEF 
Ban Ki-moon on Monday urged 
Burma's (Myanmar) ruling jun- 
ta and opposition to redouble 
their efforts to achieve national 
reconciliation and full respect 
forhuman rights. 

Meanwhile Human Rights 
Watch on Monday appealed to 
China, Thailand, the United 
States, and other countries to slap 
targeted sanctions on Burmas 
gem business ahead of the open- 


southeast Asian country. 
"The UN chief “looks forward to 
(Gambari's) early return to Bur- 
ma as part of an open and regular. 
process of mutual engagement" 
and voiced hope that the process 
launched as a result of Gambari's 
mediation "will lead to a mean- 
ingful and substantive dialogue 
with concrete outcomes within an 
agreed timeframe.” The Nigerian 
troubleshooter, who is back at UN 
headquarters, on Monday con- 
ing ofamajor gem auction in Yan- ferred with the president of the 
gon this week. UN General Assembly, Srgjan Ker- 
Та а statement, Ban again de- im. 
scribed a return to the status quo Kerim stressed that “this pro- 
that existed prior to the current cess must achieve concrete results 
crisis as "not sustainable.” He and a clear commitment on the 
pressed the “government and all part of the government of Burma 
relevant parties to redouble their із required to work constructively 
efforts towards achieving national with the special advisor (Gam- 
reconciliation, democracy and full bari.” 
respect for human rights." Tuesday aftemoon, Gambari 
Ban, currently on a South wastobriefthe 15-member Secu- 
American tour, was briefed on rity Council on his latest media- 
Monday by phone by his special tion between Burma's ruling gen- 
envoy Ibrahim Gambarionhisre- erals and opposition leader Aung 
cent six-day visit to the restive San Suu Kyi. AFP 


WORLDBRIEFS 
7 killed іп Iraq shooting 


BAGHDAD—At least seven Iraqis were killed early Tuesday, Including a 
policeman and his 13-year-old son gunned down in northern Iraq, po- 
lice said Capt. Mohammed Jamil, a Kurd, was driving his family through 
their ethnically mixed hometown of Kirkuk, when a sedan pulled up 
alongside him, according to Col. Sardar Moufri, one of Jamil's col- 
leagues. Four men riding in the sedan showered Jamil's car with bullets, 
killing him and his son, Moufri said. Jamil's wife was injured in theat- 
tack, which happened around 8 a.m., he said. АР 


Pope Benedict to visit US 

WASHINGTON—Pope Benedict XVI will pay his first visit to the United 
States next April, officials said on Monday, at a time when the US. 
Catholic Church is struggling to overcome a long-running pedophilia 
‘scandal. The Pontiff will visit Washington and New York April 15-20 to 
celebrate open-air Masses at baseball stadiums, visit Ground Zero and 
to address the United Nations, the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) said. Church elders said the first papal visit to the 
United States since Pope John Paul I! last came in 1999 was an occa- 
sion to rejoice. “This is a blessed moment for our nation," USCCB presl- 
dent Bishop William Skylstad said in a statement. AFP 


Gunfire kills 7 in Gaza rally 

GAZA—Gunfire killed at least seven people and wounded 80 on Mon- 
dayat a Fatah memorial rally for Yasser Arafat attended by more than 
200,000 supporters of the defeated faction in the Hamas-ruled Gaza 
Strip. A sea of yellow Fatah flags had filled a Gaza square for the biggest 
gathering held by Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas's secular fac- 
tion in the territory since Hamas Islamists routed its fighters there in 
June. The rare Fatah rally broke up in chaos after gunfire rang out and 
grew into what Hamas described as battles with the rival group's fight- 
ers, forcing even members of the crowd who had initially stood their 
ground to bolt for cover. Reuters 


London blaze under control 

LONDON—A large blaze destroyed an empty warehouse near the site of 
the London 2012 Olympics on Monday before more than 70 fire fighters 
brought it under control, the London fire brigade said. No one was hurt 
but the fire produced a thick, dark cloud of smoke that filled the sky over 
east London. It was not immediately clear what caused the blaze but po- 
lice ruled out terrorist activity. "Not at all," said a police spokesperson. 
"It's a fire—a very large fire." Fifteen fire engines and 75 firemen battled 
for nearly four hours to bring the flames under control Reuters. 
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NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice в hereby given that the foliovang comparses/employers have fled with this 
Regional Осе applications for Allon Employmant Permits. 
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2 more Pol Pot 
aides charged 


PHNOM PENH—CAMBODIAS “KILLING 
Fields” court charged former Khmer Rouge 
Foreign Minister Ieng Sary and his wife on 
Monday with crimes against humanity, the 
latest members of Pol Pot's inner circle to 
face justice. 

‘The octogenarian Ieng Sary, who became 
the international face of the Beijing-backed ul- 
tra-Maoist revolution after it was overthrown 
by a 1979 Vietnamese invasion, also stands 
accused of war crimes, a court spokesperson 
said, 

Teng Sary and Khieu Thirith—sister of Pol 
Pots first wife, Khieu Ponnary—were arrested 
soon after dawn by rifle-toting police who 
sealed off the Phnom Penh villa where they 
have lived since cutting a deal and surrender- 
ingin 1996. 

They were then whisked away in a police 
convoy to the court compound on the western. 
outskirts of the capital to face the Cambodian 
and international judges probing their alleged 
role in one of the 20th century's darkest chap- 
ters. 

‘An estimated 1.7 million people were exe- 
cuted or died of torture, disease or starvation 
under the Khmer Rouge's four-year reign of 
terror between 1975 and 1979. 

Teng Sary has denied having anything to do 
with the mass killings but spent much of the 
1980s defending Pol Pot at the United Nations 
while remnants of his black-shirted guerrilla 
army continued to fight from the jungle. 

He and Khieu Thirith are the third and 
fourth senior cadres to be arrested since the. 
$56 million UN-backed tribunal got off the 
ground in eamest this year after almost a 
decade of delays. 

Duch, who ran the "S-21" interrogation and 
torture center at Phnom Penh’s former Tuol 
Sleng high school, has been charged with 
Crimes against humanity, as has’ “Brother 
Number Two” Nuon Chea, who is also accused 
of war crimes, 

While Nuon Chea has proclaimed his inno- 
cence, Duch, in interviews with Western re- 
porters, has confessed to his role in the mass 
killings and is expected to be a key witness 
against other senior regime figures. Reuters 


What is World COP 


World COPD Day 2007 is an event held every 
November organized by the Global Initiative for 
Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease (GOLD), 
with support from the International COPD Coali- 
tion (СС), World Organization of Family Doo- 
tors (WONCA) and Global Alliance for Respir 
tory Disease (GARD). It represents a partner- 
ship between health care groups and respirato- 
ry educators to raise awareness about chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 

COPD is a highly prevalent disease, has a 
large impact on quality of life for patients and 
their familias, and kilis millions of people world- 
эмде. The increasing burden of COPD disease 
is partly due to the aging of the world's popula- 
tion and partly to the continued use of tobacco, 
the most important risk factor for this disease. 

The early stages of COPD are often unrecog- 
nized, but itis very easy to determine whether a 
person is at risk. If COPD is detected early, 
treatments are avaliable to prevent further dete- 
rioration of lung function. 

The theme of this year's World COPD Day is 
"Breathioss not Helpless." The theme was cho- 
sen to emphasize that breathlessness and other 
symptoms of COPD are not simply a normal 
part of aging, and that there is treatment avail- 
able to help people with COPD. 

World COPD Day calls for physicians, public 
‘authorities, and national organizations to work 
together to bring awareness to COPD. 


Ultimately, this effort wil: 

+ significantly reduce deaths from COPD 

= cut the number of hospitalizations due to 
COPD 

= reduce the rate of new cases of COPD de- 
veloping. 

World COPD Day activities include: 

* Public Service Announcements, posters, 
billboards, stickers, newspaper articles, and 
radio advertisements highlighting the theme of 
World COPD Day 2007, 

= Demonstrations of spirometry. 

+ World COPD Day walks, runs, and swims 
involving participants with COPD and their 
family and friends. 

= Exercise classes, dance performances, 
coping skills workshops, and support group 
sessions to help COPD patients live active, 
fuller lives. 
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* Clinics and health fairs to bring attention to 
СОРО and provide information about good 
COPD care. 

+ Seminars for physicians, nurses, and other 
healthcare providers on the latest international 
guidelines for COPD diagnosis and treatment. 


What is COPD? 

‘COPD stands for "Chronic Obstructive Pul- 
monary Disease" 

COPD is a common lung disease that blocks. 
the airways, making breathing dificult. COPD is 
Usually caused by smoking or exposure to 
umes or very dusly places. Symploms of 
COPD include coughing, bringing up phlegm ог 
‘mucus, and getting short of breath. 

If you are over 40 and have these symptoms, 
со see your doctor and ask about COPD! 

‘COPD can be treated! Although there is no 
cura, doctors can help you feel better and slow 
damage to your lungs. 


How can you help yourself if you have 
COPD? 
1. Stop smoking. Ask for help to qui 
2. Take each medicine the way the doctor says 
to take it. Go to the doctor atleast two times а 
year for checkups. 
3. Go to the hospital or doctor right away if your 
breathing gets bad. 
4. Keep the air clean at home. 
5. Keep your body strong. Walk, exercise regu- 
lary, and eat healthy foods. 
6. If your COPD is severe, get the most out of 
your breath. Mako life as easy as possible at 
home. 


How can you help someone who has 
COPD? 
1. Help him stop smoking. 
2. Take her to the doctor for checkups. 
3. Actfastin an emergency. Know how to getto 
the doctor or hospital if his breathing gets bad. 
4. doin her for a walk or other gentle exercise. 
Help her keep her body strong. 
5. Buy and prepare healthy foods for him to 
eat-lots of protein, fruits, and vegetables. Help. 
him reach and maintain a healthy weight. 
7. Arrange things at home so that she will not 
need to climb stairs or move around as often. 
8. Help him with everyday tasks so that he can. 
get the most out of each breath. 


2nd ANNOUNCEMENT 
CALL FOR NCCA MEMBERSHIP 


The National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) is currently updating its 
database for the general membership for each of its 19 National Committees (NCs), namely, 
Committees on Architecture and Allied Arts, Archives, Art Galleries, Central Cultural 
Communities, Cinema, Communication, Cultural Education, Dance, Dramatic Arts, 
Historical Research, Language and Translation, Libraries and Information Services, 
Literary Arts, Monuments and Sites, Museums, Music, Northern Cultural Communities, 


Southern Cultural Communit 


s, and 


ual Arts, The NCCA is now accepting applications 


for those interested to be part of the general membership of any of the above-mentioned NCs. 


To qualify as a general member, specific criteria which have been set by each of the 19 NCs 
should apply. Possible nominees for the 13 Executive Council Members (ExeCon Members) 
who will compose the Executive Council of each of the 19 NCs shall be drawn from the qualified 


general members. 


Membership Application Forms and Specific Criteria for Membership to a particular 


committee are available at the Project Management Divi: 


n (PMD) or you may log on to 


www.ncca.gov.ph for more information. For inquiries, you may contact the PMD at the 
following telephone numbers: 527-2214, 527-2209 or at 527-2192 locals 502 to 509. 


You may submit the accomplished membership application form, curriculum vitae with 2x2 
photograph and endorsements to the PMD thru fax at 527-2198 / 527-2194 or mail to National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts, 5th Floor, 633 General Luna Street, Intramuros 
1002 Manila on or before November 16, 2007 at 5 p.m. 


Schedule of Elections of the Subcom: 


November 27, 2007 
November 30, 2007 
December 3, 2007 
December 4, 2007 
December 5, 2007 


Northern Cultural Communities 
Central Cultural Communities 
Southern Cultural Communities 
Historical Research 
Architecture and Allied Arts, Archives, Central Cultural 


Communities 


December 6, 2007 
December 7, 2007 
December 10, 2007 
December 11, 2007 


Cinema, Monuments and Sites 
Music, Art Galleries 

Literary Arts 

Visual Arts, Libraries & Information Services, Subcommission on 


sions and National Committees: 


Cultural Communities and Traditional Arts (General Assembly/ 
Election) 


December 12, 2007 


Communication, Language and Translation, Cultural Education, 


Dramatic Arts, Subcommission on Cultural Dissemination 


December 13, 2007 
December 14, 2007 


(PDI-November 44, 2007) 


Dance 
Subcommission on the Arts, Subcommission on Cultural Heritage 


LAHORE—PAKISTANI 
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OPPOSITION LEADER 


Benazir Bhutto called Tuesday on Pervez Mushar- 
raf to quit as president and vowed never to serve 


under him, in her most di 


military ruler. 

Holed up under house arrest 
with close aides in Lahore as 
more than 1,000 police manned 
barbed wire barricades outside, 
she urged the world to abandon 
the president, seen by many in 
the West as vital to the “war on 
terror" 

“Itis over with Musharraf,” she 
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rect challenge yet to the 


told AFP in an interview from in- 
side the residence where she has 
been detained to prevent her 
leading а mass procession 
against emergency rule. 

"Gen. Musharraf must quit. He 
must quit as president and as 
chief of Army staff. 1 call on the 
international community to stop. 
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backing him—to stop backing 

the man whose dictatorship 
threatens to engulf this nuclear- AFP 
armed state in chaos." 

The two-time former premier, 
who had been in Western-backed 
power-sharing negotiations with 
Musharraf, said he was a failed 
leader for imposing a state of for a peaceful transition but he 
emergency 10 days ago, sus- 
-pending the constitution, sacking 
senior judges and cracking down 
‘on political dissent and the me- 


“I would not serve as prime 
sm minister under a man who has 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Bhutto to Musharraf: It's time to quit 


repeatedly broken his promises, 
who is a dictator,” Bhutto told 


“Look what he is giving to the 
nation—imposing an emergency, 
suspending the constitution and 
cracking down on democratic 
forces. We gave him a roadmap 


has flouted that" Musharraf, 
who seized power in a bloodless 
coup in 1999, is struggling to 
contain a wave of anger over 
emergency rule which has not 
eased despite his pledge of gen- 
eralelections by Jan.9. AFP 


Russian oil 
spill kills 
30,000 birds 


PORT KAVKAZ, RUSSIA—MORE THAN 
30,000 birds have been killed by the thou- 
sands of tons of oil that leaked after a heavy 
storm broke a tanker apart near the Black 
Sea, according to the governor of the disas- 
ter-hit region. 

Countless other birds, weighed down by 
thick coatings of the fuel oil, hopped weakly 
along the shore or sat helplessly in the sand оп 
Monday. Workers with pitchforks and shovels 
started the backbreaking labor of gathering up 
vast clumps of oil mixed with sand and sea- 
weed. 

‘The spill from a tanker that split apart Sun- 
day in the strait connecting the Black and 
Azov Seas is seen as potentially the worst envi- 
ronmental disaster in the region in recent 
years. It prompted criticism that many Russian 
tankers aren't seaworthy. 

“Some 30,000 birds have died and it's not 
possible to count how many fish. The dam- 
ages are so great that its hard to assess. It can 
be equated with an ecological catastrophe," 
said Alexander Tkachev, the governor of the 
Krasnodar region, Monday, according to the 
Interfax news agency. 

‘Another regional official, Sergei Zaitsev, 
was quoted as saying that much of the oil still 
on the waters surface could congeal in the 
wintry temperatures, forming globs that drop 
tothe seabed 

Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered 
Prime Minister Viktor Zubkov to fly to the re- 
gion to assess the disaster and clean-up ef- 
fors. 

As many as 10 ships sank or ran aground in. 
the ышт,  induding the freighter 
Nakhichevan, which broke up and spilled a 
load of sulfur, officials said. The bodies of 
three sailors from the Nakhichevan washed up. 
on shore Monday and rescuers were looking 
for five missing crewmen, said Emergency Sit- 
uations Ministry spokesperson Sergei Kozhe- 
myaka. AP 


Chocolate came _ 
from C. America 
3,100 years ago 


WASHINGTON—THE CHOCOLATE 
enjoyed around the world today had 
its origins at least 3,100 years ago in 
Central America not as the sweet treat 
people now crave but as a celebratory 
beer-like beverage and status symbol, 
scientists said on Monday. 

Researchers identified residue of a 
chemical compound that comes exclu- 
sively from the cacao plant—the 
source of chocolate—in pottery vessels 
dating from about 1100 BC in Puerto 
Escondido, Honduras. 

This pushed back by at least 500 
years the earliest documented use of 
cacao, an important luxury commodity 
in Mesoamerica before European in- 
vaders arrived and now the basis of the 
modern chocolate industry. 

Cacao seeds were used to make cer- 
‘emonial beverages consumed by elites 
of the Aztecs and other civilizations, 
while also being used as a form of cur- 
rency. 

The Spanish conquistadors who 
shattered the Aztec empire in the 16th 
century were smitten with a chocolate 
beverage made from cacao seeds 
served in the palace of the emperor. 
However, this was not the form in 
which cacao had its beginnings. 

“The earliest cacao beverages con- 
sumed at Puerto Escondido were likely 
produced by fermenting the sweet 
pulp surrounding the seeds,” the scien- 
tists wrote in the journal Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Reuters 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2007 


j А WHAT'S INSIDE 


Gutsy Gonzalez 
adds to Federer's 
| late season woes 


А29 


‘STANDINGS 
Hapee 
Harbour 

RP Team 


Mori d A 
TE 
Рах 0 5 ЖИ 
GAMES TOMORROW M. 
(The Arena, San Juan) 
2 p.m—Pharex 
vs Bacchus 
4p.m—SMig Coffee 


] vs Toyota Balintawak | 
— 


L 
[] 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
4 
5 


NURJANJAM Alfad of Pharex goes for the rebound during the PBL 
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Borboran 3-mendous 
as Hapee pulls thru 


Protectors pip Batang Pier, keep unbeaten streak 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HAPEE TOOTHPASTE HUNG TOUGH IN 
the final minute to hold off Harbour Cen- 
tre, 77-76, and claim the solo lead in the 
PBL V-Go Extreme Energy Drink Cup yes- 
terday at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

Mark Borboran drained a three-pointer at the 
1:31 mark to snap a 74-all deadlock and the 
Complete Protectors foiled the Batang Pier the 
rest of the way to ice their fifth victory in as 
many games. 

“You can see the boys’ determination, they 
don't want to lose,” said Hapee coach Jun Noel. 
“We're about 40 percent (in terms of) jelling. 
But that already made a difference; they're get- 
ting familiar with each others’ moves.” 

‘After Borboran, the University of the East's 
top gun, buried the key triple that gave Hapee a 
77-74 lead, Harbour Centre still had its chances 
toreverse the outcome. 

Rico Maierhofer knocked in an undergoal 


stab to trim the deficit to one but the Batang 
Pier, who slipped to second with a 4-1 record, 
failed to get anything going after that. 

In the second game, Mail and More clinched 
their second straight triumph with a 73-64 deci- 
sion over newcomer Pharex. 

Khiel Misa shot a game-high 20 points includ- 
ing three straight triples in a key stretch in the fi- 
nal four minutes for a 68-61 Comets advantage. 

The scores: 

First Game 

HAPEE T1 Borboran 13, Rodguez 13, Junta 12. Norwood 
3. Gro 7, Espiritu 6, Mercado 5, Quncoy 4 Hugnatn 4, Daa 2, 
Зорка 2 Vy. 

HARBOUR CENTRE 76—Malerhoer 14 Tang 12, Ababou 11, 
Gaco 11, Mercado 10, Asoro S, Cañizares 4, Jahnke 3, Gamboa 2, 
Таг. Gonzales 0 

Quarters: 20-21. 45-30, 66-59, 77-78 

Second Game 

MAIL AND MORE 73 Misa 20. David 9, Balesteros 8. Bravo 
8. Baraca 7, Gregorio 6 vano 5, Bonus 5, Carias 2, Mastang 
2. Buzon 1, Santos O Co 0, hited. 

PHAREX G4— Gera 6 Oreta 8, Matias 8, Bulawan 7, 007, 
‘Mad 6, Esprit 5, De Guzman 3, Aquino 2, Ава 2, Soiano 0, 
Butcher ©. 

(Опале 11-19, 38:39, 51-52, 7364 
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RP five shows 


resolve at last | 


Hail of treys sinks 


By Roy Luarca 


SINGAPORE—JUNEL BACULI FINALLY 
got a glimpse of what he wanted to see 
from the Harbour Centre-Philippine 
‘Team Monday night. 

“Finally, [saw their killer instinct,” said Bac- 
uli after steering the Nationals to a 105-58 
dumping of the United States Navy selection 
Monday night at the Singapore Basketball 
Centre, "Unlike before, when they tend to re- 
lox after posting a big lead, they worked hard 
till the end.” 

"The Nationals’ clinical victory, anchored on 
torrid outside shooting and relentless pressing 
defense, eased some of the coaching staff's 
concerns over their readiness to defend the 
Southeast Asian Games men's basketball 
‘crown in Thailand next month. 

“They (Nationals) are now more competi- 
tive,” said: Baculi. “If they play the same way 
(in Thailand), we stand a good chance of at- 
taining our goal in the SEAG,” said Baculi. 

‘With Boyet Bautista at the firing end, the 
Nationals surged to a 56-23 halftime edge and 
breezed to their second straight victory in a 
four-game tune-up series here arranged by 


US Navy selection 


Harbour Centre owner and amateur basket- 
ball “godfather” Mikee Romero. 

‘The Nationals dumped the Singapore na- 
tional team, 90-42, on Sunday. 

‘The Singapore Slingers, a professional team 
that competes in the Australian National Bas- 
ketball League, are expected to test the Na- 
Чопа” mettle when they collide at the Jurong 
Indoor Stadium Tuesday night. 

‘The Slingers boast an average ceiling of 6- 
foot-5 Ya, with 6-10 Chris Cameron and David 
Donaldson manning the slot. Four others, in- 
cluding Amercian Rod Grizzard, stand at 6-8 

The Slingers beat the Nationals in the 
Brunei Cup in August and split their assign- 
ments against the PBAS Sta. Lucia Realtors. 

"Thats the best game (against US Navy) 
‘we've played thus far,” said Romero. 

Highlighted by Bautista's six triples, the Na- 
tionals peppered their rivals with a total of 18 
from three-point territory. 

The sores: 

RP-HARBOUR CENTRE 105—Bautsta 20, Femandez 14, 
Chan 13, Belga 11, Salangsang 9, Alonso 6, Gruz 6, Crisano 5, 
TW, Vergara, Cabahug 2. 

US NAVY 58—Adams 14, Chad 10, Nicholas 8, Mller 8, 
Aaron 7, Wiliams 7, Smith 2, Lawrence 2. 

Quarters: 29-14, 58-23, 7643, 105-58 


AT THE FIRING END: Letran spitfire Boyet Bautista hits six triples. 
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Lipa, Norwood 
boost quint’s 
SEAG chances 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


KEY FIGURES RETURNING TO NATIONAL 
duty aim to provide a boost for the Harbour- 
Philippine Team vying for the men’s basketball 
gold in the Thailand Southeast Asian Games. 

Former national coach Joe Lipa was tapped 
as special adviser, a day after Hapee Tooth- 
paste gave the green light for Fil-Am Gabe 
Norwood's inclusion in the squad. 

“We all know what coach Joe has done, how 
much he loves the game and this country, and 
how passionate he is about sharing his knowl- 
edge,” said Chino Trinidad, PBL commissioner 
and SEAG delegation head. 

Trinidad said the multi-itled mentor will 
provide “another set of disceming eyes who 
can contribute valuable inputs” to head coach 
Junel Baculi. 

Lipa said in a statement: "I will always be 
available to help our country in its quest for in- 
ternational basketball glory" 

The 22-year-old Norwood, who suited up 
for the all-pro national team in the Fiba Asia 
‘Championship in Tokushima, said the SEAG- 
bound Nationals are “definitely talented. 

“Tm up for the challenge,” he said. "Hope- 
fully, well all get together in the same page 
pretty quick. ГЇ do whatever is asked of me. Pl 
play defense, ll pass the ball, ll rebound.” 

Norwood's inclusion came at the heels of 
the PBL board's approval of a proposal to ad- 
just the league calendar to give way to the Har- 
bour-RP team's SEAG stint and training. 


Bombers pound Mustangs, gain Last 8| 


GAMES TODAY (Blue Eagle Gym) 


4 рл Ateneo vs San Sebastian 
By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THE JOSE RIZAL BOMBERS COAST- 
ed to the Round of Eight, hammering 
outan 83-61 decision over the West Ne- 
gros College Mustangs yesterday in the 
FiOi/FyingV National Collegiate 
Champions League at the Ninoy Aquino 
Stadium. 

$ James Sena scattered 23 points and 
14 rebounds for the Bombers, the sixth 

team to advance to the quarterfinals af- 
ter the San Beda Red Lions, the Santo 
Tomas Tigers, the Far Eastern Tama- 


raws, the STI Olympians and the Uni- 
versity of Mindanao Wildcats. 

The Olympians and the Wildcats 
earned outright berths after top-seeded 
la Salle Green Archers and fourth- 
ranked University of the East Warriors 
pulled out of the tournament among 
the top 16 college teams in the country. 

Jayson Nocum chipped in 17 points 
while Mark Pradas added 13. 

"We're really prepared to play (Alfie) 
Villariza and (Vengie) Vergara; and it 
Just so happened that JRU had a good 
shooting day" said coach Ariel Van- 
guardia of the standouts from WNC, 
‘champion of the Negros Occidental Pri- 


vate Schools Sports Cultural and Edu- 
cational Association. 

San Beda crushed Tacloban-based 
Sacred Heart College, 105-48, last 
Monday with Lions forward Raymund 
Maggay topscoring with 18 points. 

UST, though, went through the 
wringer before Darryl Basa scored on a 
putback with 3.1 seconds remaining to 
lif the Tigers past Mapua, 91-90. 

Basa also nailed a key triple with 
1:03 minutes left that cut the Tigers 
deficit by a point, 88-89. 

The scores: 

RU 83—Sena 23, Nocom 17, Pradas 13, Cagoco 
10, Hayes 8, Se 6, Buangs 4, Ramos 2, Montemayor 
(0, Lituania 0, Kabiging 0, C0. 


WEST NEGROS 61—Viariza 23, Vergara 12, Da- 
par 12, Lauron 7, Melan 7, Sumo 0, Baydo O, Jaca 
0. Jara. 

Quarters: 28-8, 41-26, 64-30, 88-61 

Monday Resulis 

First Game 

UST 91—Alera 25, Atabou 23, Cuan 12, Carias 
12, Mirza 8, Basa 5,0084, Dizon 2, Taylor O, Cortez 0. 

MAPUA 90-—Co 22, Da Paña 19, Baral 15, Pas- 
cua 10 Gale 6, бот 5, Acosta 4, Del Rosario 
3, Palomnique 3, Sumalnog 3, Mazo 0. 

Quarters: 25-14, 43-38, 5070, 91-90 

Second Game 

SAN BEDA 105—Maggay 16, Menor 13, Lanes 
12, Escobal 11, Таала 10, Caram 8, Hermida 8,80 
we?, Gimdinca 7 Marcelo 6, Trona à, Padila 3. 

SACRED HEART 48—Ouinio 18, Opara 10, Ton б, 
Galarza 4. Baje 3, Масат 3, Loipega 2 Fonilos 


Piles Aa 
— 


Quarters: 42-8, 66-16, 84-28, 106-48 


Rampaging Giants seek 7th win in a row 


Ballclubs keeping their candidates for commissioner close to chest 


STANDINGS W L 
Purefoods 6 0 
Magnolia 4 2 
Tak'NText 4 3 
Aw 4 3 
взш 3 3 
Ai жа 
Меса 2 4 
Ginebra 2 4 
Salua 2 4 
CocaCola 1 4 


GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
450 p.m.—Purefoods. 
vs AIT 
720 pm—Sla. Lucia. 
vs. Coca-Cola 


PUREFOODS SEEKS TO EXTEND A FRAN- 
chise-best start to seven games today when the 
sizzling Tender Juicy Giants battle Air21 in the. 
eliminations of the Smart PBA Philippine Cup 
at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Game бте is 4:50 p.m. with: the odds 
stacked in favor of the Giants. 

But coach Ryan Gregorio cautioned his boys 
to never take it easy against the Express, a 
team that can run with the best of them. 

“They (Express) are a very dangerous team, 
because they can shoot the lights out of you at 
any given night,” Gregorio said. 

Meanwhile, Coca-Cola, after coming so 
lose to stopping that Purefoods run at five, 
tries to get out of the cellar in the 7:20 p.m. 
contest when it slugs it out with Sta. Lucia. 


Meanwhile, the search for the new PBA 
commissioner is officially on, and teams are 
now playing their cards close to their chest. A 
team is allowed to nominate one candidate for 
the position vacated by Noli Eala. 

‘Team representatives, however, refused to 
reply to calls regarding the names that they 
will submit to officer-in-charge Sonny Barrios 
no later than Nov. 23. 

Alaska team owner Wilfred Uytengsu, how- 
ever, said in a message to the Inqume that he is 
“still reviewing all options.” 

“I just know we need fresh blood,” he 
added. 

Knowledgeable sources said though thatthe 
team representatives are bound to select from 
the names already floated during the search 


for the OIC position. Of those names, two have 
been stricken out. 

National coach Chot Reyes is no longer in 
the running, sources said, because of his affli 
ation with San Miguel Corp. Chino Trinidad, 
meanwhile, is said to be off the list also be- 
cause of his PBL commissionership. 

‘The remaining names on the list are: Ex- 
senator Freddie Webb, PBA operations manag- 
er Rickie Santos, businessman Lambert 
Ramos, former league governor Bert Manlapit, 
PBA legal counsel Chito Salud, former players 
Sonny Jaworski and Philip Cezar and former 
deputy commissioner Tommy Manotoc. 

‘Their being candidates, however, will only 
become official once a team nominates them. 

Musong К. Castillo 


UNTIL THE RAT CREPT IN TO GNAW 
at his nerves and wreck his compo- 
sure, youthful star Roberto Gomez 
was doing it like the true Superman of 
world pool. 

But the moment disaster struck dur- 
ing the crown match for the 2007 
World Pool Championship, stunned 
television analysts could only wince 
and ask if it was the same wonder 
worker they had before them. 

Gomez, 29, sank from brillant to 
bizarre. 

The result, of course, was ignomin- 
ious as Gomez, gleefully taking the 
whole nation on a voyage toward a 
world crown, nose-dived, crashed and 
fell in fragments. 

‘Actually, with his smooth, almost 
flawless game en route to the final, it 
had appeared that his championship 
rival from England, Daryl Peach, 
‘would need a piece of kryptonite to 
upset the favored Filipino. crown- 
seeker. 

You see, before the title show- 
down, sportsman Perry Mariano qui- 
etly bared the strict, enviable regi- 
men he laid for Gomez for this year's 
pool championship. 

Gomez's chief handler said that, 
for months on end en route to the 
World Pool challenge here, his 


ВАВЕ ЕҮЕ 
GV Sa) 


Recab Trinidad 


youthful bet would play at least a to- 
tal of 70 racks a day, seven days а 
week. 

‘And the daily workout would only 
be complete after Gomez had taken 
а full bunch of assorted tests: 50 
each of the long shot, jump shot, 
against-the-rail shot, and the thin- 
cut shot or the pina. 

Gomez had to qualify through the 
backdoor. 

‘There were other secret rituals 
Gomez had to perform before he was 
finally let loose in a qualifying tourna- 
ment at the Star Paper pool parlor of 
RP billiards patron cum laude Sebas- 
tian Chua. 

Gomez, 
the mission. 

From Day 1, Mariano was quietly 
confidenthis unheralded charge would 


go far, maybe all the way to the crown. 


short, was perfectly fit for 


Well, it's too late now but Gomez 


What Superman failed to study and master 


has realized that there are other in- 
tangibles, not unlike ghosts and 
phantoms, that can totally wreck the 
most solid of championship plans. 

In local pool parlance, they call 
this crippling menace the kaba or 
nerbiyos, jitters in short. 

Like a rat creeping into a player's 
shoes all the way to his chest, the 
seat of composure, it builds up into a 
pressure gigantic enough to cause 
inner crisis and unsettle even the 
greatest of pool heroes. 

No need to ask who introduced 
this baffling bug into the game of 
pool, maybe the biggest rat of them. 

‘The truth, as the legendary Efren Ba- 
ta Reyes will attest is that the sound- 
Jess pool rat, daga in local pool par- 
lance, can wreck even the sharpest 
pool sharks in the world. 

“Mahirap kapag inabot (It’s hopeless 
once you get nervous),” Reyes confided 
recently after another round of Torres 
10 brandy, his new favorite, during a 
guest stint in Mandaluyong. 

The bigger problem added Bata 
Reyes, is that they still have to inyent 
the surefire antidote to this poisonous 
feeling that never fails to ruin a pool 
player's composure, 

Ok, they were saying Gomez should 
до much better next time, now that he 


had already encountered the dirty pool 
rat that killed his golden bid at the 
Aranera Coliseum on Sunday. 

Sony, but that’s as shallow as a bo- 
gus assurance can be. 

‘The experts were right. There's no 
fool-proof formula to quell the chill- 
ing jitters that could strike at the 
least likely moments in a big pool 
tournament. 

‘The next best thing his handler 
сап do is let loose Superboy Gomez 
in man-sized tourneys out there in 
the American circuit. 

Tt would've indeed helped immea- 
surably if Gomez had, say, not been 
denied a visa in his first try to break 
into the rich US pool market last year. 

Meanwhile, Gomez should take 
pains and live with the unexpected, 
unscheduled on-game baffler and 
try not to rattle in his boots during 
big games, 

‘A timely tip: he should retreat, 
chalk back, take his time and recom- 
pose his nerves, before taking his 
next shot once the rat starts gnawing. 

Funny, but Gomez was seen charg- 
ing, taking his shots in defiant haste, 
thereby freezing and banging blind 
against the demon in his chest dur- 
ing last Sunday's championship. 

Bata Reyes has more secret tips. 


SPORTSWATCH 


RP Int'l Darts Open Friday 
THE COUNTRY'S TOP DARTERS DISPUTE 
World Darts Federation and the Darts 
‘Council of the Philippines ranking points 
plus P105,000 in cash and P60,000 in 
merchandise in the Philippine International 
Open slated Nov. 16 to 18 at the SM City 
Manila. 

The "dartstravaganza" begins Friday with 
the Classified Doubles offering P25,000 to 
the winners. On Saturday, the Open Dou- 
bles will be played with P30,000 cash prize 
at stake. The Singles will be held Sunday. 


‘Stagfighter’ known today 
THE SJC COCKERS CLUB'S STAGFIGHT- 
er of the Year for 2007 will be known today 
during the Grand Championship 6-Stag 
Derby which sizes at the San Juan Colise- 
umat? p.m. 

Today's 100-fight program is supported 
by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. 

The leaders after five derbies are Patrick 
Antonio (Sagupaan Complexor 3000, 17 
points); Roger Segismundo (RS Fairview, 
15.5) and Rey Briones (Spartans, 15). 


100 fights up in ‘Bakbakan’ 
DUE TO AN ENTRY SPILLOVER IN THE 
blockbuster NFGB Bakbakan National 10- 
‘Stag Derby, an extra semifinal round fea- 
turing more than 100 fights will be staged 
from 2 p.m. today at Pasig Square Garden 
in Santolan, Pasig City. 

National Federation of Gamefowl Breed- 
ers president Ricoy Palmares Jr. said par- 
ticipants earning 4 points in the semifinals 
will enter the championship round. Those 
who will score a perfect score of six wins 
will share in the P2 million special prize. 


CITY CHESS: National Chess Federation 
of the Philippines executive director. 
‘Sammy Estimo (left) receives from 
Quezon City councilor and majority floor 
leader Ariel Inton the sponsorship check 
for the holding of the First QC Inter- 
Barangay Chess Championship set Dec. 
14 to 16 at Amoranto Sports Complex. 


r 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2007 


“World champion’ 
slowly losing 
meaning for Italy 


PHILIPPINE DAR 


even though we have no re- 
sponsibility. This is nothing to 


do with football.” niscent of the trouble that 
Italian thugs often put on the flared on a regular basis in Eng- 
colors of their local team simply land in the 1970s and ’80s. 
to go outand cause trouble, ei- That has been almost eradi- 
ther with rival fans orwith the cated, although it took a series 
police, But soccer providesthe — oftragic incidents to stop it, in- 
ideal battleground and cantre- cluding a riot where 39 people 
ally escape the blame. died at the 1985 European Cup 
‘The rioting atthe Sicilian final between Liverpool and Ju- 
town of Catania in February ventus at Heysel Stadium in 
wastheoutcomeofan orga- Brussels, Belgium. 


ly seven minutes. 
The violence in Italy is remi- 


DENVER—THE DENVER NUGGETS EASED 
to a 122-100 victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers on Monday, Allen Iverson leading 
the way with a season-high 37 points as the 
hosts stretched their winning streak to 


By Robert Millward nized battle between rival 
Associated Press Soccer Writer gangs connected to the local 
team and Palermo. Police offi- 

LONDON—ITALIAN SOCCER cer Filippo Raciti was killed as 
is once more һапдїп йв head fans clashed with police inside. 
in shame. Even last year’s and outside the stadium. 
World Cup triumph in Ger- Italian soccer authorities sus- 
many doesn’t seem like much pended the league fora week 
tocheer about. and 10 of 21 games were 

Nine months aftera police- played in empty stadiums. 
тпап маз ей in iotingata Although the govemment 
game in Sicily a family is introduced new anti-hooligan- 
mourning the death of Gabriele ism measures in April, violence 
Sandri, a Lazio fan who wasac- _at soccer games has continued. 
cidentally shot by a police offi- The death of Sandri, a 26- 
cerwhowasrushingto the year-old dise jockey, happened 
scene of another clash of sup- ^ when police intervened to stop 
porters. a scuffle between Sandris 

With soccer violencebreak- — group of Lazio fans—headed to 
‘ing out ona weekly basis, the see their club play at Inter Mi- 
words “world champion” won't lan—and some Juventus fans. 
hold any real meaning until Although police called the 
Italy takes much stronger mea- death a “tragic error,” it was the 
‘sures against hooligans. excuse the fans needed to start 

“es just like acivil war here,” rioting. At Atalanta’s game 
said Clarence Seedorf, а Dutch- against AC Milan in Bergamo, 
man who has played forSamp- fans tried to break through the 
doria, Inter Milan and AC Mi- protective fence behind the 
Тап, “Its an incredible situation goal and get onto the field. The 
‘and we're in the middle ofit ^ gamewasabandonedafteron- | three games. 


Iverson put the Nuggets (5-3) in command 
with 18 first-half points, then stretched Den- 
verslead to 76-49 with 11 more in the first five 
minutes of the third quarter. 

“We jumped on them right from the begin- 
ning. We should try to do that every game,” 
Iverson told reporters. 

He connected on 14-0f-20 field goal at- 
tempts to go with eight assists and two steals. 

“The basket was like the ocean and I was 
throwing rocks,” Iverson said. 

JR Smith was almost as productive, adding 
29 points on 10-013 shooting from the floor 
as the Nuggets hit SS percent oftheir shots. 


Nuggets ambush Cavs 


Carmelo Anthony added 22 points and nine. 
rebounds to move 6-2 ahead in games won 
against Cleveland ace LeBron James. 
“Any time I can win, thats fun,” Anthony 
said. “Whether its against him or anybody" 
James led Cleveland (4-4) with 27 points, 
going піпеоѓ16 from the 


MARQUEE 
MATCHUP: 
Denver superstar. 
Carmelo Anthony 
tries to barrel his 
way past 
Cleveland icon 
LeBron James. jr 


Paul added seven assists and six rebounds in 
his marquee point guard matchup with Jason 
Kidd. He had another huge play shortly before 
his basket, coming up with a steal and finding 
Morris Peterson, who converted a four-point 
play to te it with a minute left. 


‘Tyson Chandler had 14 


floor. GAME TODAY (Basketball TV) points and 12 rebounds for 
The 122 points were the | 10am—New Yorkvs. Phoenix | the Homets, who won on con- 

most scored against the Cava- (roplsyat9p.m) secutive nights following their 

liers in Mike Brown's three first two losses of the season. 


seasons as coach. 

“Denver did whatever they wanted to de- 
fensively and they did whatever they wanted 
to do offensively,” Brown said. 

In East Rutherford, New Jersey, Chris Paul 
made the tiebreaking layup with 2.6 seconds 
left and finished with a season-high 27 points, 
leading the New Orleans Homets over the 
New Jersey Nets, 84-82. 


Richard Jefferson scored a season-high 32 
points for the Nets. Kidd finished with 14 
points, 10 assists and nine rebounds. 

New Jersey played without Vince Carter, 
who sprained his ankle on Saturday. 

Carlos Boozer had 32 points and 10 re- 
bounds to power the Utah Jaz to their fourth 
straight victory, a 117-93 home win over the 
Sacramento Kings. Reuters, AP 


Gutsy Gonzalez adds to Federer’s late season woes 


SHANGHAI, CHINA—TOP-RANKED ROGER. 
Federer is eager to prove he's not slipping af- 
ter losing consecutive tennis matches for the 
first time in 4 1/2 years. 

Federer lost to No. 7 Fernando Gonzalez 
of Chile, 4-6, 7-6 (1), 7-5, Monday at the 
Masters Cup to snap his 15-0 record in 
round-robin play at the season-ending 


champion's first loss in 11 meetings against 
Gonzalez. 

In the other Red Group match, No. 5 
Andy Roddick survived a second-set lapse 
to beat No. 5 Nikolay Davydenko, 6-3, 4-6, 
62. 

The last time Federer lost two matches in 
a row was in 2003, when he fell in the third 


E 
FEDERER se tournament. 


GOLDEN BOY VICE-PRESIDENT AND IN- 
ternational matchmaker Eric Gomez, 
who arrived yesterday to attend the 45th 
WEC Convention here, has indicated that 
the ongoing negotiations between Top 
Rank and Golden Boy Promotions for the 
Pacquiao-Marquez rematch are looking 
good as both camps try to iron out the de- 
tails for the planned super bout. 

A report at Philboxing.com quoted 
Gomez as saying that GBP CEO Richard 
Schaefer and Top Rank President Bob Arum. 
have already made initial talks in New York 
regarding the possible fight. Both Schaefer 
and Arum sat at ringside when Miguel Cotto 
decisioned Shane Mosley in New York. 

Gomez arrived yesterday from Los Angeles 
to join the convention at the Manila Hotel. 

‘There has been a steady calls from fans 


It also was the defending 


and the media alike that both Pacquiao and 
Marquez settle an unfinished business 
which took place when they figured in a 
draw during their first encounter in 2004. 

Even WBC President Jose Sulaiman, in 
his speech at the formal opening of the WBC 
Convention last Monday, exhorted Pacquiao 
to fight for a belt against Marquez, noting 
that when he is remembered in history 
‘books, he will be remembered for his titles. 

Pacquiao and his team, led by adviser Rex 
“Wakee” Salud, had earlier indicated that 
Pacquiao would fight Marquez “for a price 
that will make Pacquiao happy” 

Salud said that Pacquiao would take the 
fight һе was guaranteed $5 million as prize 
money The Filipino icon reportedly took $2 
million in his last fight against Marco Anto- 
nio Barrera. Salven Lagumbay, Contributor 


Gaddi, 


THE JET RACING 
Team bagged two 
titles and finished 
third in another 
event in the Thai- 
land Grand Prix 
2007 Asian Karting. 
Open Champi- 
onship held recent- 
ly at the Saraburi 
Circuit. 

Team captain 
Javi Benitez topped 
the Formula 125 Ju- 
niors Open while 
Christian Gaddi 
bagged the Cadet 
Novice crown. 

Benitez survived 
the tough chal- 
lenge posed by un- 
defeated Thai champion Nanin Indra-Pay- 
oung in winning the Formula 125 Juniors 
Open. 

He wrapped up the 18-lap final race in 17 
minutes and 32.450. 

Gaddi, an eight-year-old student of 
Claret School clocked 16 minutes and 
48.718 seconds to rule the Cadet 60 race. 


Benitez lead Jet racers 


MEMBERS of the Jet Racing Team and of the RP karting squad whoop 
itup after another dominating performance in the Thailand Grand 
Prix 2007 Asian Karting Open Championship. Vencer Suba, Christian 
Gaddi, Javi Benitez and Franco Reyes are the Jet stalwarts while RP 
karters are Jette Calderon, Mike Casimiro and Stefano Marcelo. 


‘Thai runner-up Tanatcha Chinisiri was a 
far 25.220 seconds behind while 
Wachelapong Klankesorn wound up third. 

Franco Reyes bagged third place in the 
Mini-ROK division. Reyes finished just 
0.067 seconds behind runner-up Chang 
Wing Chung who pulled off a big dive just. 
before the finish line. 
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Pacquiao-Marquez looking: 
good, says GBP executive 


"Discover the keys 
to service marketing 
success - from the 
service customer's 
viewpoint!" 


"Learn how correct 
service positioning 
could dramatically 
increaseyour — : 
market share and 
improve your 
bottom line!" 


"Avoid the deadly 
errors that сап 
your marketing 


career? 


at the French Open. He now will likely have 
to beat Roddick and Davydenko to reach 
the semifinals, a challenge he was looking 
forward to tackling. 

“Some players or people might think, 
‘Now he’s more vulnerable,” Federer said. 
“I disagree, obviously. Гт going to hopeful- 
ly show them again this week and then ob- 
viously next year адай 


November 20-21, 2007, Dasmarinas Room, 2/F, Intercontinental Manila, Makati 


‘BR. NED ROBERTO'S 


Federer waxed hot early and ran off the 
first three games. It looked like a repeat of 
the Australian Open final in January, when 
Federer beat Gonzalez in straight sets. 

“I was feeling really bad on the court,” 
Gonzalez said. “But after, he went down a 
little bit and my level went up. I think the 
key of the match was my serve and don't be 
scared to go for my shots.” AP 


Service 
Mimea 


In two whole days of marketing wisdom, learn how to: 
* Craft a service marketing plan. 


* Learn the difference between service marketing & product mark 
* Organize & implement such an integrated service marketing plan. 


* Be accountable for the total service marketing program. 


Dr. Ned's Service Marketing Seminar gives you a powerful program that 
will boost your business and career! Look at these 12 insight-rich modules: 


1: Consumer Service Marketing Practice: An Overview 
2. Moking Forecos! ond Setting Marketing Objectives 


10: 
n 
> 


Doing Strategic Customer Segmentation 
Deciding on Your Brond's Service Positioning 

Developing the Service's Product or Service Core Plus 

Making Your Brand Equity Decisions 

‘Arriving ot Morket-Centered Pricing Decisions 

Plocing Your Service Produc! Where and When Customers Woot It 
‘Advertsing ond Customer Education 

Pushing Your Service Produc vie Soles Promotion 

Developing Your Total Service Program or lts Marketing Mix 
Integration into Dotobose Marketing 


ABOUT NED ROBERTO Ph.D. 


А much sought-after international marketing speaker, consultant and author, NED ROBERTO, 
PhD. hos been conducting the Marketing Research seminar since1981. He has consulted ond 
conducted in-house seminars for Fortune 500 companies in the U.S., Europe and Asia. He is 
the outhor (together with Philip Kotler) of Social Marketing ond the bestselling User-Friendly 


Marketing Research. 


Hurry! Reserve your seat today! 
Lecrning Investment Rate for only P11,577412% VAT 


PRODUCER AND 
ORGANIZE 


SAg&uqur мыт — qm 
NUT Deas 


EH 


Call Finis or Juliet et 8132732; 8132703 ` Email vi ot fina@saltandlight.ph 


Visit wwwW.saltandlighti 


RAVE REVIEWS! 


t 
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[| "Only a few people get 

f; fo meet ond learn from a 

fi „very dymamic marketing. 1 

F guru like Dr.Ned--- d 

l Fmproudiobeone } 
of the few!” 

— Ma. Zyra Manolo, 
CCBC (Phils) 1 


“Thanks Dr. Ned, for your 3 

p^ very useful insight. Гуе 

Ё learned a lot in 2 days!" 
~ Eloisa Marie Lacop, 

Goldilocks Bakeshop, Inc. 


"Dr. Ned is very good, 
| he (explains) ideas (that 
veven) a newcomer in the 
| industry éon comprehend. 
$ Thumbs up to Dr. Мей!" 
MED 
iGen Porlol Int'l, Corp. 


{ Dr. Ned's seminar is worth 3 
| every second and centava `| 
that we invested!"~ Я 

Rey Ganayo, JWT || 
О | 4 
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Lady Stags score, tie 
UST tossers for lead 


nBy Romina Austria. 
“UST 

1550 
“Ateneo 
“Adamson 
“La Salle 

m 

T 
Latran 
"Insenis. 


SAN SEBASTIAN 
pounded Letran, 25- 
17, 25-10, 25-11, yes- 
terday to gain a share 
of the lead at the 
dose of the elimina- 
ton. phase of the 
2007 Shakeys V- 
League women's vol- 
leyball second confer- 
ence at The Arena in 
San Juan. 

The Lady Stags tied idle Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas Tigresses at 
6-1, going into the carryover semi- 
final round which begins Friday. 

Letran wound up winless and 
finished eighth and last for the 
second straight conference. 

Tn the opening match, Adam- 
son drew big games from guest 
player Neriza Bautista and Angela. 
Benting as it battled back from a 
set down to outast defending 


-Top 5 seling 
charger in 


STANDINGS W 


GAMES FRIDAY 

(The Arena, San Juan) 

3p.m.—SSC vs Ateneo. 

рт, бапо Tomas 
vs Adamson. 


champion La Salle, 
19-25, 25-16, 25-23, 
25-18. 

Bautista chal- 
lenged La Salles de- 
fense with 23 kills, 
while Benting added 
16 attacks to hand 
the Lady Falcons a 
fourth-best 4-3 card. 

The Lady Archers 
ended up fifth at 3-4. 
They must win three 
of their four semifinal 
matches to earn the right to chal- 
Tenge the No. 2 team for the sec- 
ond finals slot. 

"The La Salle tossers blocked 11 
enemy tries but couldn't neutral- 
ize Bautista and Benting. 

Rissa Jane Laguilles contribut- 
ed 13 points for Adamson, which 
tackles UST at 5 p.m. on Friday. 

‘San Sebastian, runner-up in the 
Jast two conferences, takes on Ate- 
neo (5-2) at3 p.m. 
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Davao XI stuns Negros; 
MisOr batters nail zold 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


DAVAO, ILOILO AND MASBATE DREW 
first blood in football with victories over 
their respective rivals while Misamis Ori- 
ental's baseball team snared the first 
gold medal in the 2nd Philippine 
Olympic Festival yesterday. 

Davao scored а 3-0 shutout of a Negros Oc- 
cidental 15-and-under side which arrived early 
yesterday morning after a 20-hour boat trip 
from Bacolod City. 

The heavily favored Negros booters stil 
have a chance to regroup in the tournament 
being played at the PhilSports field in Pasig. 

Пой blasted Muntinlupa, 1-0, and Masbate 
routed Bukidnon, 3-1, in the other matches. 

Over at the Rizal Memorial ballpark, the 
Misamis Oriental clouters secured the Games" 
first gold by default as the rest of the field 
failed to make it to the competition. 


TAGUIG'S Homel Cunanan ponders his move. 
against national active chess champ Lennon. 
Salgados whom he stunned in 41 moves. 
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Philippine Olympic Committee and POF 
chair Robert Aventajado said the competitions 
have also lured eagle-eyed national coaches. 

“Many of our national coaches are already 
asking who to watch in the games,” said Aven- 
tajado. “I told them there are many talents 
here waiting to be discovered." 

‘Action goes into high gear today with four 
gold medals at stake in chess at the Rizal 
‘Memorial Sports Complex and two more to be 
disputed in baskethall at the Ninoy Aquino 
Stadium. 

Athletics gets going at the Rizal Memorial 
track stadium, 

f With about 200 athletes, Central-Northern 
Š Luzon overall champion Baguio City looms as 
Е the favorite to top the overall race. 

T S ‘Table tennis also kicks off today while 
medalrich aquatics begin Thursday along 
with archery, judo, wrestling and muay thai 
Gymnastics and taekwondo start on Saturday. 


Alcano & Co. 
overpowers 
World Team 


CALAPAN CITY—TEAM PHILIPPINES WAL- 
loped the World Team, 31-19, yesterday to win 
the Kabayan San Miguel Beer World 9-Ball 
Challenge at the Filipiniana Hotel here. 

The team made up of 2006 World Pool 
champion Ronato Alcano, Marlon Manalo, 
Gandy Valle, Jeffrey dé Luna and Antonio 
Gabica pocketed $20,000 in the dual meet that 
coincided with Oriental Mindoro's 57th found- 
ing anniversary. 

The World Team of Rodney Morris of the 
United States, Marcus Chamat of Sweden and 
England's Karl Boyes, Darren Appleton and 
Scott Higgins received $10,000. 

Morris and company opened up with a 5-1 
lead in the early session on Monday before set- 
ing for a 19-17 advantage. 

‘The Filipinos bounced back yesterday when 
Valle and Manalo trounced Chamat, 7-3, and 
Higgins, 8-2, respectively. 

Alcano secured the title when he dominated 
Boyes, 9-1, in the last match. 

^1 made sure Thad a good start,” said Valle in. 
Filipino. 

“We all helped one another to win this for 
the country" added Manalo, who is set to see 
action in the Thailand Southeast Asian Games 
next month. 

Meantime, the seeded Alcano spearheads 
the Filipinos’ bid in today's kickoff of the Ne- 
gros Oriental International 9-Ball Champi- 
onships at the Dumaguete Convention Center. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor. 


La Salle stude 
posts lone RP 
swim victory 


By Beth Celis 


TAIPEI—TANA VERZO, AN EIGHT-YEAR- 
old second-grader from De La Salle Zobel, 
ruled the 50-meter breaststroke for the 
Philippines’ lone gold in the five-nation. 
CITI Invitational Swim Meet 2007 at the 
Taipei American School here. 

‘Tana competed in the two-day invita- 
tional meet along with 12 other young 
Filipino swimmers from the Fighting Or- 
cas Swim Club coached by Susan Papa. 

"Tana also won a pair of silver medals in 
the 50m butterfly and 100m breaststroke, 
three bronzes in the 200m individual med- 
leyand the 200m and 400m freestyle. 

‘The Fighting Orcas from Alabang, 
‘Muntinlupa, collected one gold, five silver 
and nine bronze medals, 

“Lam proud of my swimmers,” said Pa- 
pa, the former age-group internationalist. 
"Their performance was way beyond my 
expectations.” 

A total of 250 swimmers from 13 clubs 
in Taiwan, Beijing, Shanghai, Thailand, 
United States and the Philippines saw ac- 
tion in the annual invitationals. 

Other Orca medalists: Josef Dos Reme- 
dios, three silvers; Lana Bosch, two 
bronzes; Vincent Alvarez, one bronze; 
Nicole Alvarez, Jaime Tiongson, Emestine 
Tiongson, and Tana Verzo, bronze medal- 
| ists in girls’ relay; Hilario Davide IV Rafael 

Santiago, Vincent Alvarez and Hans 
Ramos, bronze medalist in boys' relay. 
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BOP surplus seen topping $7-B mark 


INQUIRER MONITOR 1 
Figures that matter in our nation’s Ме 

Labor Force Participation at 63.6 percent 
(July 2004-2007 Labor Force Survey) 


Of the estimated 56.9 milion people aged 15 and over in July 2007, 
around 36.2 milion (63.6 percent) were in the labor force - the lowest 
labor force participation rale in four years. 


duly 20064 64.6%. 
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Boost from OFW remittances, foreign investments 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES' BALANCE-OF-PAYMENTS SURPLUS LIKELY 
breached the $7-billion mark as of end-October given the favorable 
foreign investment climate and stronger overseas Filipino remit- 
tances, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas estimated. 


From January to September this year, the 
BOP surplus amounted to $6.7 billion, al- 
ready exceeding the central bank's full-year 
target of $6.3 billion. 

But BSP Deputy Governor Diwa Guini- 
gundo yesterday said the central bank was 
still reviewing its external payments fore- 
casts for this year and next in time for the 
forthcoming annual review with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 

The BSP is set to release the actual ВОР 
report for October later this week. 


The BOP measures the foreign exchange 
transactions between the domestic econo- 
my and the rest of the world. Any transac- 
tion which gives rise to a payment by a 
Philippine resident like importation or debt 
servicing is a deficit item in the BOP while 
any which gives rise to a receipt like bor- 
rowing, exporting or overseas Filipino 
worker remittance is a surplus item. 

The strong BOP position since the start of 
the year had fueled the peso's appreciation. 
by more than 14 percent since the start of 


Gov't debt rose 2.8% 
to P3.87T in end-August 


By MichelleV. Remo 


‘THE OUTSTANDING DEBT OF THE NA- 
tional government stood at P3.87 trillion as 
of end-August, up by 2.8 percent from ће 
previous month's P3.77 trillion, the Bureau 
ofthe Treasury reported yesterday. 

If divided among the country's estimated 
population of 88.7 million Filipinos this 
year, then each would have a share of 
P43,641 in the government's debt burden. 

Documents from the Treasury showed 
that the outstanding debt as of August was 
made up of P2.17 trillion worth of liabilities 
to local creditors and P1.704 trillion in o 
gations to foreign lenders. 

Officials said the government has adopted 
the policy of depending more on domestic than 
foreign borrowings to minimize risks from too 
much exposure to foreign exchange volatility. 

The amount of outstanding domestic 
debt was 2.5-percent higher than the previ- 
ous month's P2.12 trillion. The foreign lia- 
bilities were up by 3.3 percent from the 
P1.65 trillion recorded in July. 

‘The Treasury said in a statement that the in- 
crease in the government's debt stock in August 
‘was partly attributed to the increase in the is- 
suance of government securities to the domes- 
tic market. The government booked in August 
a total of P77.6 billion in retail treasury bonds. 
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‘The government originally targeted to sell 
only РВ billion in RTBs, but the government 
said it was forced to sell much more follow- 
ing requests from the market for more in- 
struments that will cater to small investors. 

The Treasury also said the month-on- 
month depreciation of the peso also led to 
the increase in the government's debt stock. 
Data from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
showed that the peso averaged at 46.074 
against the dollar in August, weaker than 
the 45.625 in July. 

‘A depreciation of the peso results in an 
increase in the government's debts, in local 
currency terms, that are denominated in 
foreign currencies. 

The government paid PS billion worth of 
debts in August, tempering the increase in 
the outstanding debt, the Treasury said. 

It also reported that the government's 
contingent debt stood at P537.2 billion as 
of August. Contingent liabilities are debts 
of government-owned and -controlled cor- 
porations or government financial institu- 
tions that carry sovereign guarantee. Once 
the state-owned firms default on the pay- 
ment of these loans, the liabilities become 
part of the national government's debt. 

Of the contingent liabilities, P65 billion 
are domestic borrowings and P472.2 bil- 
lion are denominated in foreign currencies. 
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gering US credit crisis 
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THE YIELD OF THE. 
7-year treasury 
bonds remained at 
6.5 percent during 
yesterday's auction 
as the government 
partially — rejected 
bids for the long- 
term securities. 

Had the Bureau 
of the Treasury's 
auction committee 
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bargain-hunters emerged and picked up blue chip PLDT in the final. 


hour of trade. 


The composite index closed 85.29 points down at 3,618.37 off a 


low of 3,539.44. 


‘There were 58 decliners and 41 advancers, while 51 stocks were 


steady. 


Volume amounted to 2.8 billion shares worth P5.6 billion. 


P11.73 billion worth 
of tenders but the 
"Treasury accepted 
only P5.7 billion to 
keep the rate steady. 

Finance Under- 
secretary — Roberto 


PLDT, the country's biggest company by market value, rose P45 
to P3,005 after hitting a six-week low of P2,925 in early trade. 

“There's nothing fundamentally wrong with our economy so any 
downturn should be viewed as a fresh opportunity to get back into 
the market,” said Rommel Macapagal of Westlink Global Equities. 

But a convincing recovery would depend largely on Wall Street's 
performance, he said. 

‘On Tuesday, the Dow Jones industrial average ended below 
13,000 for the first time since August. 

"We're still prone to big and sudden drops at this point. But sen- 
timent may improve if the Dow rises back above 13,000," Macapa- 
gal sald. AFP 


Tan, who is also act- 
ing national treasur- 
ez told reporters 
that some of the bids. 
Were not competi- 
tive, Banks seemed 
to be staying in the 
sidelines, waiting for 
the results of the 
Monetary — Board 
meeting this week. 
Michelle V. Remo 


the year, making the local currency the best 
performing in developing Asia. 

Robust OFW remittances and foreign in- 
vestments are driving up the country’s for- 
eign reserves and external payments ac- 
count to record surpluses this year. 

Based on the latest data from the В5В 
money sent home by overseas Filipinos 
through the banking system surged by 10.6 
percent in August from a year ago to $1.2 
billion despite the downtrend in the off- 
shore deployment of new workers. 

The year-on-year growth in August was 
faster than the 4.64-percent annual expan- 
sion in July and brought total inflows for 
the eight-month period to $9.3 billion, 
15.3-percent better than the remittances in 
the same period a year ago. 

‘The US Federal Reserve's recent interest rate 
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PAL adds flights in time for Christmas rush 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


ANTICIPATING THE SURGE IN AIR 
travel for the Christmas travel season, 
flag carrier Philippine Airlines is in- 
creasing capacity to the US West Coast, 
Australia, Bangkok and Singapore. 
PAL said that starting Nov. 25, it 
will add two flights a week between 


starting on the same date. 


Manila and Los Angeles. An extra 
weekly flight between Manila and 
San Francisco will be operated 


This will raise total frequency on the 
West Coast routes to 20 flights a week 
from 17—with 11 flights between 
Manila and Los Angeles and nine be- 
tween Manila and San Francisco. 


Two additional weekly flights 
will connect Manila with Mel- 
bourne and Sydney starting Nov. 
26, raising total frequency to Aus- 

tralia to five times a week. 
Meanwhile, PALs services to 
Bangkok and Singapore will get the 
biggest boost with the planned de- 
zv 
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Ayala posts 41.6% jump 
in 9-month net profit 


AYALA CORP AN- 
nounced that its net 
income from January. 
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to September surged 
416 percent to a 
record P13.6 billion 
from P9.6 billion in 
the same period last 
year, surpassing the 
full year 2006 net in- 
come of P12.2 billion. 

In a statement 
sent to the Philippine. 
Stock Exchange, Ay- 
ala president and 
chief operating off- 
cer Fernando Zobel 


[MAKATI SHANGRILA 
(RIZAL BALLROOM 
FUNCTION ROOMS ABAC 
[AVAILABLE JAN 008. 


de Ayala attributed 
the strong perfor- 
mance to the compa- 
пуз efforts to contin- 
ually lower operat- 
ing and financing 
costs, extract values 
from its existing 
portfolio and consis- 
tently manage its 
businesses to maxi- 
mize opportunities 
presented by an im- 
proving economic 
environment. 
Revenues during 
the nine-month peri- 
od grew 10.7 per- 
cent to P58.02 bil- 
lion from P52.42 bil- 
lion, the company 
reported in its unau- 


financial statement 
sentto the PSE. 
Costs and expens- 
es grew slightly to 
40.88 billion from 
P39.58 billion in the 
same period last year 
Interest and other 
charges, however 
fell to P3.25 billion 
from P3.96 billion. 
Ayala said in its 
statement that net 
income was also 
boosted by some P7 
billion in gains from 
share sales in the first 
half of the year, while 
the strong eamings 
performance of its 
business units kept 
equity eamings sta- 
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dited consolidated ble at P9 billion. 
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Ayala Land Inc. 
reported a net in- 
come growth of 15 
percent in the first 
nine months of the 
year to P3.1 billion. 

Bank of the 
Philippine Islands 
registered a net in- 
come of P7.6 billion, 
11 percent higher 
than a year ago. 

Globe Telecom 
posted a net income 
of P9.7 billion, up 4 
percent year-on-year. 

Integrated Micro- 
electronics Inc., how- 
ever, registered а 27- 
percent decline in net 
income to $21 million 
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Glorietta incident 
won't cripple ALI 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PROPERTY GIANT AYALA LAND INC. 
doesnot expect the considerable damage to 
a section of the Glorietta mall in Makati 
City to have a significant impact on its fu- 
ture earnings. 

ALI chief finance officer Jaime Ysmael 
said in a chance interview yesterday that 
even if Glorietta 2, the damaged portion of 
the Glorietta mall, will be “out of commis- 
sion” or closed for the whole of 2008, the 
impact on consolidated revenues this year 
would just be 0.5 percent and on net in- 
come, à mere 1.5 percent. 

Ysmael made the projection as ALI reported 
a 15-percent increase in its consolidated net in- 
come in the first nine months to P3.12 billion 
from P2.72 billion in the same period last year. 

“Since we are growing our business, the 
percentage would go down even further. So 
in terms of Glorietta 2, in terms of rev- 
enues, its just small (the impact). The rest 
of the mails’ operations are going back to 
normal. Based on last weekend, we are 
close to the previous (foot) traffic (at the 
Glorietta mall)," Ysmael said. 

Glorietta 2 represents 12,000 square me- 
ters in gross leasable area or 4.3 percent of 
the Glorietta mall's total leasable space of 
280,000 sq. m. 
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сиз have also revived 
global investor ap- 
petite for assets from 
emerging тае 
like the Philippines. 
The monetary eas- 
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TIME RECORDER DEVICE 


ТО А BRAND NEW FINGEAPAINT 
TIME AECORDER SYSTEM 


HARDWARE 
a 


SOFTWARE 


WE ACCEPT ALL TYPES OF TIME RECORDER 
DEVICE FOR TRADE-IN... 

- Mechanical Bundy Clock 

- Electronic Bundy Clock 

= Magnetic Swipe Card Reader 

- Proximity Card Reader 

-~ Other Brand Fingerprint Reader 

- Same Brand Old Model Fingerprint Reader 


exclusively distributed by 


367-8188, 365-8488, 365-7313, 384-4069 
264-9355, 367-2844, 364-8571, 497-0805 


www mysolutions.com.ph 


DEPOSIT 


ing by the US central 
bank was meant to 


Deposit Amount 


Interest Rates 


avert an economic 
recession that may 
be caused by rising 


In Pesos 


Less than 1 Year| 1 Year 


delinquencies in the 
American subprime 


100,000 - 499,999 


3.50 350 . 


mortgage credit or 
housing loans given 
to borrowers with 


500,000 - 999,999 


3.75 315 


blemished credit his- 
tory and little equity. 


1.0MM - 4.99MM 


450 450 


Aside from the 
BOP and its compo- 


5.0MM - 9.99MM 


475 475 


nents, the BSP is 
likewise reviewing 
its forecasts on the 


| 10.0ММ and up 


5.00 5.00 


gross international 
reserves for this 
year and 2008. 

The Philippines 
foreign exchange re- 
serves surged to an 
all-time high of $32.4 
billion in end-Octo- 
ber from $30.9 bil- 


For more information ton 
“han Send o 301-772 or 


lion in end-Septem- tour weise м wanpt som ph 


ber as the BSP 
bought more dollars 
to slow down the pe- 


‘ates ме uec t change enl pror пос en pr annum tnt and rel f document aes 
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Ayala Corporation 
P5,000,000,000.00 Fixed Rate Bonds Due 201 


ISSUE PRICE 

COUPON RATE 

OFFER PERIOD 
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MATURITY DATE 
MINIMUM INVESTMENT 


100% Face Value 
6.825% p.a. 
November 12-16, 2007 
November 21, 2007 
November 22, 2012 
P50,000.00 


Issue Manager 


BPI Capital Corporation 


Joint Lead Underwriters and Bookrunners 


вро BPI Са 


ING 29 ©З ТАМЮВАМК 


For further information, please call: 
BDO Capital and Investment Corp 
ВР! Capital Corporation 

First Metro investment Corp 

ING Bank N.V., Mánila Branch 
Land Bank of the Philippines 
Standard Chartered Bank 


ital Corporation. 


First METRO 


Standard @ 
Chartered $ 


687-7295 / 633-6756 or 688-1288 loc 4444 or 4426 

845-5696 / 845-5736 / 845-5598 / 845-5697 / 816-9721 / 373-5872 
816-0462 / 0917-8987535 / 0917-5263579 

479-8848 / 479-8707 

405-7421 / 405-7266 to 7270 / 405-7733 / 552-0000 loc 2369 
878-2916 / 850-8474 / 634-2356 / 929-3584 / 362-7259 / (032) 416-1888 


sols appreciation. 
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From page BI 


ployment of three 
more flights a week 
for each route start- 
ing Nov. 30. With 
the new frequen- 
cies, РАГв service to 
Bangkok increases 
to 10 times a week, 
while the service to 
Singapore will have 
a total of 17 flights 
weekly. 

On the domestic 
front, the daily Bu- 
tuan service will be 
augmented staring 
Nov. 20 by an earlier. 
flight every Wednes- 
day Friday and Sun- 
day raising total fre- 
quency from seven 
to 10 times a week. 

PAIS services to 
Bacolod and Ca- 
gayan de Oro will in- 
crease by two flights 
a week as well, rais- 
ing total frequency 
for each route to 27 
times weekly. 

Frequencies — t0 
Legazpi and Puerto 
Princesa will increase 
from seven to 10 
flights weekly while 
Davao and Tacloban 
receive eight and sev- 
en more weekly 
fights, respectively. 

Meanwhile, PAL 
has reminded the 
riding public to 
check in as early as 
two hours before 
their scheduled 
flight time in view 
of the anticipated 
congestion at the 
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Cayenne Porsche Financing Campaign in partnership with Banco De Ого. All applications are subject to bank approval. PGA Cars is a CAMPI Member. 


Many people feel they can't afford a Porsche. 


It's only a feeling. 


The Cayenne. 


Drive home the Cayenne with our special ownership packages: 
* Net monthly payment for as low as P65,000.00 OR 
* Down payment schemes for as low as P952,500.00. 


Every purchase comes with an owner's exclusive Cayenne Watch 


from the Porsche Design Driver's Collection. 


PORSCHE 


Porsche Centre Philippines 
PGA Cars Porsche Building 

201 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 

Tel.: (02) 727-0145 


airport during this 
busy travel season. 


Per DTI NCR permit #A3-0877 series of 2007. Promo valid from October 18 to November 30, 2007. 
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First Gen to join Pagbilao project _ Liability insurance 


‘THE GLORIETTA INCIDENT HAS 
į spawned a lively discussion, even 
Lopez company partners San aanre рыч es mom imnes poe, QUESTIONS 
Ped ieee * over the kind of liability insur OF POLICIES 
: i с iel ance policy that must have 
mwowwm of age Hee With Tepco, Marubeni The key to the San Gabriel ME Poley that must have en оос OA 
Power Co. and Marubeni Corp., project is the gas supply If we Gene. са pore 
has partnered with the Lopez- for 2011 because that’s the criti- just in time to address the pro- have the gas supply, I think we The most wellknown thid — —  — — — "9 PB 
owned First Gen Corp. for the cal period in Luzon. Right now, jected supply shortfall in the Lu- сап proceed. We've been trying pany liability policy is the Com- cident while driving home, the bar 
expansion of the 735-megawatt its easier to expand than to pur- zon grid. to discuss with the gas seller, Polsory Third Party Liability (СТ. owner is liable for allowing the 
(MW) Pagbilao coal-fired pow- suea greenfield projec,"hesaid. Before actually starting con- but theres sull no word from PL) that the law requires of motor customer to drive while soused. 
er facility in Quezon by another ^ The estimated project cost struction, he said TeaM Energy them." he said. vehicle owners. But, there isaraft Тһе OGL also pays for the cost 
385-400 MW. has been placed ataround $578 should be able to secure an Тһе Malampaya Deep Water of jesser-known policies that cov- ofa suit against the insured. It is 
First Gen senior vice presi- million, he said, but this could agreement with the National Gas-to-Power project currently ers almost any risk known ќо тап. no small comfort to the insured to 
‘dent Ricardo Tantoco said an stili go down, considering that Power Corp. and the Power Sec- Supplies natural gas to three The latest insures environmental know that he has an insurance 
Agreement for the partnership there were existing facilities in tor Assets and Liabilities Man- gas-fired power plants, two of jg, company to back him up in case of 
was already in place, but the фе Pagbilao plant complex that agement Corp. with regard to which belong to the Lopezes: The Americans being a highly a suit from a customer. 
Parties have yet to thresh out could be used for the expansion the lease of the land and the use the 1,000-MW Sta. Rita, the piss race, third party liability It is common for a lease con- 
the details of the venture. unit. of common facilities. S00-MW San Lorenzo and the insurance is one of the largest tract to contain a “hold harmless 
“The actual agreement with In an earlier interview, TeaM Also, the scope of the existing 1,200-MW Tijan plants. lines in the United States, and for clause." The building owner and 
Team Energy is already in place, Energy president and chief ex- environmental compliance cer. At present, the Malampaya fhar matter, Canada. But, here, the tenant agree that the former is 
but we still have to firm up the ecutive Federico Puno said Pag- tificate for the Pagbilao plant projectcan provide enough nat- third party liability, outside of the not liable—held harmless—for 
sharing scheme and the bilaosexpansionunitshouldbe should be expanded andthe en- ural gas to produce 3,000 MW стру, isa minor line. any accident that may happen in 
timetable. Everybody's rushing commissioned by 2010 or 2011, dorsement of the local govern- Of power. Forcommercial establishments, the rented premises. Every lease 
ment unit secured, he added. With the three gas-fired POW- е most common insurance poli- contract I have signed as a tenant 
‘Apart from the Pagbilao ех. ег plants using only 2700 MW cy here is the Comprehensive in Makati over the last 40 years 
HEADQUARTERS pansion, First Gen chair and of the projects 3,000-MW pro- General Liability (CGL). Basically, has this clause. 
ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, PHILIPPINE ARMY Pie executive Peter Garrucho duction potential 300 MW а 
олрды ьт с ero Осу сыны качы epo demere т чияй be herent ed 
Fort Andres Bonifacio, Metro Manila said the company was also look- ofall sums he may be held legally out the wordings of the "hold 
оѕсом 08 November 2007 ing at putting up the 500-MW liable to pay for (а) bodily injury harmless clause" in the contract 
NOTICE TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID Б D BEI AREE m 
The ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND DISPOSAL COMMITTEE invites interested i 
| partes andor unk Shop Owners to apply or Auction rout (ts consising of = d ice ey ORO ошаш 
Ten (10) unserviceable vehicles and assorted scrap tems stckpled at Has 525TH Pic UU Tua 0 Peebles note Due mn аму хоса соко e 
EBn (S) PAlocated al Adventure Zone, Taguig Сау and at Amy Support Command, E Equivalent Equivalent liable”. In the Philippines, one can the policy limits are not high 
Fi. Bonacio, Metro Mani. 0 100900 430600 be held legally liable ifhe is gross- enough, Ayala could be held sec- 
ш ч і y: 
A Pre-Auciionconference wil be on 14 November 2007 а2:00РМ а! Army Support J Japan — г! | 0009279 03930 ly negligent. ondarily liable. Ayala's policy will 
‘Command (ASCOM) Conference Room. Auction Proper wllalso be on f7November Ё United Kingdom 4t 2054900 88440 — Forexample,ifacustomertips then respond, if properly written, 
2007 at 2:00 PA Army Support Command, (ASCOM), Fort Bonifacio, Metro Manila. p exu od on a loose board in the staircase as I assume itis. 
‘Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures. “Switzertand _ Franc 04 0886054 5 and, as a result, breaks a leg, the 1 am assuming, of course, that 
Еўе Биде must submi their Bids at Headquarters ARMY SUPPORT Command, | Canada —— 2018 21097162 L restaurant owner is clearly liable. the restaurant was grossly negli- 
Fi Bonifacio, Metro Manila on or before the scheduled opening of Bids. Late Bids f 5и 10687711. 296128 But, if the restaurant owner can gent and, is, therefore, legally li- 
shall not be accepted. Bids willbe opened inthe presence of Bidder'srepresentative || Australia E 0.880204. 379015 prove thathe had doneeverything able. os 
blag ni * ыз e о о о AES Без. 1143966 expected of a good father to pre- — Fora restaurant, the CGL policy 
— E A NC ES vent an accident, he is free of any should also insure against "prod- 
ies a esr m m шш. мш NM ge ПАНУ i rcs иш 
E Lo SEE EE HEU hen there is contributory neg- food poisoning. 
А Bin ton Clearance i ЕНЕ O mas iras gence of the third pany: For in- І hear some city councils are 
5. TIN ond Tasso мез stance, if the lady customer toying with the idea of requiring 
‘The Army Support Command, PA has the right to accept or reject any Bid. to cancel 1000000 -emoe бру tipped because ofa loose heel in commercial establishments in 
the bidding process and to reject ай Bids at any tme prior to солга award without -0092805 0100 58093 her shoe, the liability of the shopping malls to put up CGL 


‘incurring any abiit to the affected Bidder(s). D -OR Y 4005 restaurant owner would be less policies as a prerequisite to a may- 
FOR PARTICULARS PLS CONTACT THE SECRETARIAT, DISPOSAL М э чөн = ae Н 


COMMITTEE, ASCOM. РААТ TEL 845-9555 LOCAL 4445 andlor 452. Tes —%% harsh. ors permit Our well-meaning 


By Abigail L. Ho 


In the US and Canada, the rule politicians should go slowly on 
0747999 322088 isfar different. There isnoneedto this idea. This idea usually leads to 

RODOLFO É VERGARA Smeden  _ К “0.107796. 0158708. 67478 prove negligence. All you haveto high premiums from insurance 

о Zone (0s) PA 0.021310 0030078 13339 prove is that somebody hurt you. companies duly "accredited" by 
Vimeo iam cus i For instance, ifa customer atabar фе city council. Graft and corrup- 
E gets drunk and meets with an ac- tion will then reek to high heaven. 


With MetroCar Great Rates Sale, 

get special rates, plus quick loan processing 
and approval for purchase of brand new cars.* 
For more information, visit your nearest 
Metrobank branch now! 


Promo runs from 


October 3 to November 30, 2007. 


For details, please call our Consumer Lending offices nationwide: 

METRO MANILA (02) 896-8540 / (02) 898-8577 / (02) 898-8520 / (02) 896-8943 / (02) 898-8537 - CEBU 
(032) 253-9823 / (032) 253-8738 + CALAMBA (049) 834-1598 / (02) 886-8429 - URDANETA 
(075) 568-7414 / (075) 624-2836 + DAVAO (082) 222-8771 / (082) 300-6821 - CAGAYAN DE ORO 
(088) 857-7792 / (088) 857-7790 + BACOLOD (034) 433-8816 / (034) 709-9145 • ILOILO (033) 508-3752 
(033) 336-3956 * PAMPANGA (045) 961-1577 / (045) 961-1575 


|. ""Loan approval dependent on applicant's eligibility. 
"See flyers for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 3471, Series of 


www.metrobank.com.ph 


Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. Deposits insured up to 250,000 per depositor. 


A prow member ot avr Mek Youre in good hands. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


IN A LITTLE OVER A DECADE, 
Intellectual property rights as a 
tool may come to dominate big 
businesses, in terms of technolog- 
ical dominance, and even hold 
sway over geopolitical concerns. 

According to Manuel Desantes, 
vice president of the European 
Patent Office, intellectual proper- 
ty by 2025 could be a defining 
factor in global events. 

Desantes yesterday addressed 
the delegates to the Fourth Heads 
of Intellectual Property Offices 
Conference held at The Peninsula 
Manila Hotel in Makati City. 

The two-day conference that 
began yesterday brought togeth- 
cer officials representing Australia, 
Cambodia, China, the European 
Union, India, Indonesia, Japan, 


From oil to biomass: RP turns to cleaner power 


By Abigail L. Но 


THE COUNTRY CAN TAP AROUND 
200 megawatts (MW) of new pow- 
ег capacity from biomass sources, 
and enable it to veer away from coal 
and oil to generate power. 

In a recent presentation, Mario 
Marasigan, director of the Depart- 
ment of Energy's energy utilization. 
and management bureau, said that 
a number of biomass projects are 
now either ongoing or the subject of 
feasibility studies. 

The projects included the 30- 
MW Talisay bagasse-fired co-gen- 
eration facility, the 50-MW Victo- 
rias Milling Co. bagasse-fired co- 
generation plant, the 12-MW Uni- 
versal Robina Corp. bagasse-fired 
power facility, and the 20-MW 
Bais bagasse-fired power plant, 


Import of meat 
products seen 


to rise in 200 


THE IMPORTATION OF MEAT AND MEAT 
products may slightly increase in 2008 due 


to the appreciation of the peso agai 
dollar. 


‘According to Francisco J. Buencamino, ex- 


‘ecutive director of the Philippine Ass 


of Meat Processors Inc., the meat industry 
may find it more economical to import since 
meat products from abroad are estimated to 


be cheaper by 20 percent. 


Thus, he added, “we can expect there 
will be heavier dependence on imports in 


2008.” 


1n 2006, the country had imported a total 
cluding pork, 


of 181 million kilos of meat, 
beef, carabeef and meat additives. 
This year however, the industry 


11-percent decline in meat imports, Buen- 


camino said. 
Despite the expected decline, 


that the country can expect “more meat im- 

ports in the next three or four months." 
The country currently imports meat from 

the United States, Korea, Australia, Brazil 


and parts of South America, which 
of the foot-and-mouth disease. 
Buencamino also noted that ano 


vantage of importation is that the meat 
products have already been sorted, which 
means the importing firms get in particular 


the meat portions 


South Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Sin- 
gapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Den- 
mark, the United States and the 
Philippines. 

During the forum, the officials 
were urged to strengthen the in- 
tellectual property rights systems 
in their respective countries. 

‘The forum builds on the previ- 
ous conference held last year in 
Singapore, where officials sought 
to address the growing workload 
of IP agencies as well as the need 
for them to modernize. 

To reduce the backlog on 
patent applications, Desantes 
suggested that countries should 
take a different tack and set up IP 
offices in their respective regions. 

"These may not be physical of- 
fices but virtual ones,” he said. “IP 
Philippines has been doing a 
good job in paring down backlogs 


а ing piracy, and itis 
a good model for a regional office 
in this part of the world.” 

For his part, IP Philippines Di- 
rector General Adrian S. Cristobal 
Jr said the common objective 
among attendees in the forum 
was to restore the balance in the 
ІР system to ensure that it pro- 
moted innovation. 

The aim was to make the IP 
system relevant to peoples and 
spur socioeconomic develop- 
ment, Cristobal said. 

“More than ever, the IP sys- 
tem’s immense impact on society 
is being felt in communities 
around the world,” he said. “Is- 
sues like access to affordable 
medicines ... or the level of pro- 
tection of IP owners vis-a-vis the 
publics interest, are among con- 
cers being debated.” 
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Governments urged to strengthen IP rights systems 


Chicken falls prey to palengke’ mechanics | 


By AmyR. Remo 


CONSUMERS MAY EXPECT AN 
ample supply of chicken for the 
holidays, but the local broiler 
industry has said that it cannot 
control unwarranted price in- 
creases in the wet and retail 
markets. 

In a press briefing, United 
Broilers’ Raisers Association 
chair Gregorio San Diego said 
that, since production is expect- 
ed to be flat this year, the gov- 
emment last October had de- 
cided to import some three mil- 
lion kilos of chicken to ensure 
that there would be no short- 
age of supply this December. 


"Even with this ample supply 
„ wet market prices have in- 
creased,” San Diego lamented. 

He explained that, because 
consumer demand has gone 
down, retailers and wet market 
sellers have been forced to jack 
up prices of poultry products to 
recover their losses. 

Prices of chicken have been 
monitored at P125 a kilo, he 
added. 

"This is too high," San Diego 
said. “Even with lower farmgate 
prices, the prices of chicken at 
retail markets always increase 
during this time of the year. Ies 
palengke mechanics already" 

According to San Diego, this 


is where government interven- 
tion should come in to curb ris- 
ing prices at the retail level. 

“We can't control the price 
increases,” he said, speaking on 
behalf of the industry mem- 
bers. Wevedoneourpart” ' 

San Diego also said that peo- 
ple now appear to have lower 
purchasing power and are look- 
ing for cheaper alternatives. 

This is why demand for 
chicken has gone down this 
year, he added. 

This year, the Department of 
Agriculture expects poultry 
production to hit 1.24 million’ ' 
menic tons, up from last year's 
1.21 million metric tons. 


all in Negros Occidental. 

Other projects included the 1- 
MW La Suerte rice hull power рг 
ject in Isabela, the 8-MW Inter-City 
rice hull power plant in Bulacan, 
and the 25-MW. Panay bagasse- 
fired power project in Panay. 

These projects can produce a 
combined 143 MW of capacity, 
Marasigan said 

He added that another 45.4 MW 
of capacity could be produced from 
10 indicative rice hull projects in 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. 

In Luzon alone, he said these po- 
tential rice hull projects could con- 
tribute 33.7 MW in additional ca- 
pacity, with 9.9 MW to come from 
Isabela, 9.9 MW from San Jose City 
in Nueva Ecija, 2.5 MW from Talav. 
era in Nueva Ecija, 2.5 MW from 
Muñoz in Nueva Ecija, 5.2 MW 
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from Camarines Sur and 3.7 MW 
from Mindoro Occidental. 

Another 6.5 MW would come 
from the Visayas, specifically from 
Tloilo (2.5 MW), Palawan (1.5 MW) 
and Bohol (2.5 MW) 

In Mindanao, 5.2 MW in biomass 
capacity would come from the 
South Cotabato area. 

Asworldoilpricesconinuetoes- MEER ] 
calate, the DOE is urging greater use ДЕДЕ 
ofbiomass for power generation and. 
alternative fuels for transport. 

Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes 
had earlier stressed the importance 
of gradually veering away from im- 
ported coal and oil, to shield the 
country from price volatilities and 
from the adverse effects of climate 
change. 

Viable energy sources, he said, 
included biomass and biofuels. 
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they need. 

He explained that hz 
locally, meat is © 
bought in bulk so Ж 


there is a need for 
further processing 
and sorting. 

For the Christmas 
season, Buencamino 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 


Maynila, Pilipinas 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Bangko Sentral ng Piipinas (BSP). through ts Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC), ines 
bidders 0 apply кт eligky and aE forthe hereunder project 


has meanwhile as- 
sured the public that 
there is an ample 
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NEVER HAS SO MUCH BEEN PACKED 


meat products in the 
local wet and retail 
markets. 

Once the avail- 
able meat volume 
drops by end-De- 
cember Buen- 
camino said, local 
meat processors 
would then start im- 
porting products. 

The livestock sub- 
sector, which ac- 
counted for 13.28 
percent of total agri- 
cultural output, ex- 
panded by 2.57 per- 
cent in 2006. 

This sector in- 
cludes the carabao, 
саше, hog, goat and 
dairy industries. 

Hog production 
grew by 3.90 percent 
to 1.84 million metric 
tons. AmyR Remo 
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making them must 


reliable, 


Maximum efficiency at minimal cost. It's just another way Matorola puts Seamless Mobility in the palm 


Authorized Distributor for Two-Way Radios & Accesssories 
Thunder Enterprises-(02-8446492) . ' 
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PMA gears up for 
the 28th Agora Awards 


THE COUNTDOWN TO UNVEIL- 
ing this years roster of Agora 
Greats now begins. 

Philippine Marketing Associa- 
tion, the country’s premiere mar- 
keting organization, is once more 
gearing up for the awarding cere- 
monies of the Agora Awards, its 
flagship project. Slated on Nov. 29 
‘at the Grand Ballroom of Hotel In- 
tercontinental Manila, Makati City, 
the most prestigious award giving 
body in the field of marketing is yet 
again bound to recognize the Fil- 
ipinos' remarkable flair and exper- 
tise in marketing. 

Now on its 28th year of giving 
due recognition to exceedingly 
‘adept and competent Filipino mar- 
eters and companies in the indus- 
try, the Agora Awards is the longest 
running recognition body for mar- 
Xeting excellence in the country. 

As the Philippines braces up for 
globalization, the country is now 
faced with the challenge of living 
up to the more stringent standard 
of performance across the globe. 
Given this environment, it is but apt 
that the Agora Awards embrace the 
‘organization's theme for this year of 


letting “the marketing revolution 
begin" in every Filipino. This is also 
related with PMAS goal of hailing 
the achievements of outstanding 
marketers that incessantly display 
superior performance both in the 
local and international sphere. 

To be an Agora Awardee, one has 
to be in the caliber of Tony Tan Cak- 
tiong of Jollibee Food Corp, Freddie 
Go of Goldilocks, Jerry Kliatchko of 
the University of Asia and the Pacif- 
ic, Grace del Rosario Castafio of 
Johnson and Johnson, Mariano 
Manas of Hen Lin and Henry Sy of 
SM Malls, among several others. 
More than being the country’s em- 
blems of pride, these people who 
have tremendously excelled in their 
respective fields are now serving as 
advocates of progress. 

The seven categories include 
Marketing Company of the Year, 
Outstanding Achievement in En- 
trepreneurship, Outstanding 
Achievement in Marketing Manage- 
ment, Outstanding Achievement in 
Export Marketing, Outstanding 
Achievement in Marketing Educa- 
tion, the Asia Pacific Agora Awards 
for Marketing Excellence and Out- 


standing Achievement in Advocacy 
Marketing. 

“The Agora Awards showcase the 
Filipinos’ ingenuity in the field of 
marketing that makes him and his 
company stand out among the com- 
petitive international landscape,” 
Егу de Guzman, РМА director for 
Agora Awards, said. “This is also 
our organization's arm in giving the 
country appropriate role models for 
the younger generation.” 

Qualified nominees to the Agora 
‘Awards undergo a comprehensive 
screening process by the search 
committee and a series of thorough 
deliberation amongst members of a 
strictly selected board of judges, 
who are also marketing achievers in 
their own right. 

The rigid process of selection of 
finalists and winners only high- 
lights the fact that Agora Awardees 
are living testimonies to the claim 
that the Filipinos’ skills in market- 
ing are of world-class quality. 

Derived from the Greek word for 
market place, Agora has honored 
only the finest and worthiest indi- 
viduals and companies through all 
its years of operation. 
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HARVEST, GAWAD KALINGA TO BUILD 40 HOUSES IN IRIGA 


Harvest Aid Organization Foundation Inc, a non- 
profit organization formed by civic-spirited indi- 
viduals, recently signed a memorandum of 
agreement with Gawad Kalinga to build 40 hous- 
es in Iriga, Camarines Sur, in Bicol. The ground- 
breaking was held last June 2007, and is the first 
step in building a community called Harvest Vil- 
lage, which will house indigent victims of last 
year's super-typhoon Reming. Established in 
2002 by Tomas C. Zita Jr, former chair of the 
Kuok Group in the Philippines, Harvest's objec- 
tive is to match underprivileged beneficiaries, 
whether agencies, groups or individuals, with 
people, groups, companies or institutions that 
can assist them or support their cause. Harvest, 
with the help of friends and donors, previously 
rendered assistance to victims of the Quezon 


lage fire in Taguig, Rizal in 2005. In 2006, the 
foundation helped victims of the Southern Leyte 
landslide, the Cagayan Valley typhoon, the 
Tacloban, Leyte fire, as well as the typhoon 
Milenyo and Albay landslides. For those inter- 
ested in donating or participating, call the Har- 
vest Aid Organization Foundation Inc secretariat 
Marilou Flores-Vicencio at 0917-8445431 or 
636-6844, Representatives of Harvest Ald Orga- 
nization Foundation Inc are shown presenting a 
check donation to Gawad Kalinga. Itis the first 
check of a series of donations to help build 40 
houses in Barangay Perpetual Help, riga City 
From left, are St. Francis Shangri-La Place sales 
director Susan Yu, Harvest president Fr. Arnold 
Eramiz, Gawad Kalinga partnership coordinator 
Honey Parba, and Harvest's executive director 
Marilou Flores-Vicencio. 


FINALLY, A BOULEVARD NAMED AFTER KA PEPE 


On Nov.6, the new JW Diokno Boulevard was 
inaugurated in honor of the late Senator and 
statesman. Shown at the inauguration in front 
of the SM Mall of Asia, from left, are Rep. Ed- 
ardo Zialcita, principal author of the bill in the 
House, Carmen 1. Diokno, Ka Pepe Diokno's. 


widow, Hernando M. Vitas, the initiator and co- 
ordinator of the bill in the Senate and the Lower 
House for 19 years, former Sen. Serge Osmena 
IIl the Senate's principal author, and Rep. Her- 
milando Mandanas, the House's co-author. Vi- 
tas started the bill in the Senate in 1988. 


Jollibee Kids Meal goes anime 


GET READY FOR A TASTE OF JAPANESE 
action and music as Jollibee brings you new 
collectible toys from Cartoon Network ani- 
mie favorites Hi Hi Puffy AmiYumi and Mo- 
bile Suit Gundam Seed. Now available at 
your favorite Jollibee stores, each of these 
six new toys comes free with every lang- 
hap-sarap Jollibee Kids Meal, providing J- 
pop-inspired accessories for the girls and 
full-on mecha fun for the boys! 

Fashion Alert! Fans of funky J-pop purvey- 
ors, stay in-style with the Hi Hi Puffy AmiYu- 
miFix-Me-Ups. Get fun and fashionable hair 
like these youth icons with the help of the 
‘Twister Clipper Ami-insert your hair in the 
holes on top of Ami's head and turn the knob 
to twist your hair. For a truly go-go getup 
look, lock your beautiful hair with the color- 
ful clips! Try different punk and gothic looks 
on the Snappy Dresser Yumi, with four dif- 
ferent ensembles that can be snapped into 
place. To get rockin’ stylish hair, use the 
Blower Comb-O with its rock n' roll comb; or 
press the button to release air for curly, ul- 
tra-girlie hair. Fans can always tune in to 
Cartoon Network's Hi Hi Puffy AmiYumi оп 
Saturdays at 2:30 p.m. for hair inspiration. 

Boys, get ready for action! Turn playtime, 


even homework, into an action-packed ad- 
venture with the Mobile Suit Gundam Seed 
Cosmic Gizmos. The Aile Strike Gundam 
Paper Striker can be activated by simply at- 
taching the robot warrior to the base and 
pushing the head downwards to open the 
paper panel. For mecha-powered writing, 
use the Freedom Gundam Saber Pen, a 
mega-robot pen holder including two super 
pens. Lighting the way of good is the Justice 
Gundam Jet Flasher, whose eyes provide il- 
lumination as soon as the jet flasher is in- 
serted in the back. All three toys also make 
great covers for 12 oz cups. It's available 
until Nov. 28. 


CENTURY PARK TO HOST LUNDA ART EXHIBIT 


As part of its offering 

new treats to its valued 

guests, Century Park 

Hotel wil play host to the 

аат group art exhibit of 

the Luntiang Daigdig 

Artist Group Inc (Lunda) 

from Nov. 15 to 25 titled 

"Eclectic Expressions 7. 

The country’s pioneer 

environmental art group, 

Lunda is composed of 

artists who espouse var- 

ious styles and schools 

‘of thought, namely, 

Solano Cruz, Eugene 

Cañete, Nards Zepeda, Charles De Nava, Bal Formal- 
iza, Rey Conmigo, Jun Taniang, Емег Panuela, Cony 
Cajayon, Ronn dela Cruz, Armando Guitering, Melin- 
da Dumaual, Josefino Garcia, Salvador Lim, Jesse 
Robleado, Philip Lamoste, Jolly Ostullano, Romeo 
Lacson, Ed Bascara, Malou Banalagay, Christopher 
Ryan Nicolas, Flomena Bondoc, and Saimen Lim. 
Started in 2000 by the former Galeria de Nava in 


Malate, "Eciectic Expressions: is one of the longest- 
running annual art shows which dwells on nature- 
themed landscapes, seascapes, stil Mes, lucky hors- 
es, nudes, rural genre, and other themes that appeal 
to both the old and new schools of thought. The 
show is supported by Facility Integrated System and 
Dos Pueblos Artes at Robinsons Midtown. For de- 
tails, сай 935-3272 or 0917-5237373. 


Province floods in 2004 and the Maharlika Vil- 


Why you'll get star struck at SM 
Supercenter Muntinlupa opening 


SHOPPERS WILL SURELY GET 
star struck at SM Supercenter 
Muntinlupa when it opens its doors 
to the public to the public on Nov. 
16. The opening weekend is packed 
with great entertainment from 
some of the country's most popular 
celebrities. 

When the mall doors open at 10 
алп. on Friday on Nov. 16, the first 
wave of shoppers will be welcomed 
by music from the Muntinlupa City 
Brass Band and the rhythmic moves 
of the Ati-Atihan dancers. Its like 
the circus coming to town as stilt 
walkers, jugglers, and mimes per- 
form their breathtaking stunts. 

Fans of the popular reality show 
“Pinoy Big Brother” will be in for a 
big treat as stars of “PBB Season 2" 
invade SM City Muntinlupa’s Events 
Center at 11 a.m. Catch Wendy 
Valdez, Bruce Quebral, Bodie Cruz 
and Saicy Aguilar for loads of fun 
games and activities for everyone. 

Mall goers can expect more fun 
and surprises on Saturday, Nov. 17 
as the Storyland Band, Ati-Atihan 
dancers, stilt walkers, jugglers, and 
mimes continue to entertain shop- 
pers at the Supercenter’s main en- 


чапсе. 

Every minute spent at SM Super- 
center Muntinlupa will give one a 
chance for a star encounter. GMA 
7s popular hearthrob Dingdong 
Dantes will mesmerize his fans dur- 
ing the Grand Fans Day as he signs 
autographs and has souvenir pho- 
tos takens with fans. 

lés a winning day as Grand 
Champion of the World Jed Madela 
and Pinoy Dream Academy Scholar 
Ronnie Laing sing their last songs as 
part of Universal Record's Album 
Tour at 5 p.m. La Vendetta star and 
GMA Records artist Jennilyn Merca- 
do will launch her album "Letting 
Go" with the title track of “The Art 
of Letting Go” at 6 p.m. 

What better way to end a fabu- 
lous day than by witnessing the daz- 
zling fireworks display by LF Fire- 
‘works at the Roofdeck of SM Super- 
center Muntinlupa at7 p.m. 

Sunday, Nov. 18 will be topbilled 
by acoustic heartthrob Sam Milby 
as he performs his famous songs 
from his latest album from Star 
Records at 4 p.m. at the events cen- 
ter. 

‘Young and pretty GMA star Yas- 


How to spot a stroke as 


STROKE IS THE THIRD LEADING 
cause of death worldwide and the 
number one cause of lifetime dis- 
ability, according to the American 
Heart Association. Prompt recogni- 
tion of its symptoms is crucial in the 
prevention of serious disability or 
death. Yet, many are unable to rec- 
ognize signs and symptoms of stroke 
or are unaware of what stroke is and 
how it can affect them. 

“There's not that much awareness 
out there about the signs and symp- 
toms of stroke, and people don't un- 
derstand the seriousness of the situa- 
tion,” said Рт. Tudor Jovin, co-director 
of the University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center-Center for Endovascular Ther- 
apy. 

‘Stroke, specifically ischemic stroke, 
isa result of blocked blood vessels that 
hinders the supply of oxygen to the 
brain. Stroke results in permanent 
brain damage and disability, which is 
why it is important to recognize one 
when it occurs. 

АНА, in its mission to promote pub- 
lic awareness about the illness, shares 
the following symptoms as a sign of 
stroke. 

= Sudden numbness or weakness of 
the face, arm or leg, especially on one 


side of the body 

* Sudden confusion, trouble speak- 
ing or understanding 

* Sudden trouble seeing in one or 
both eyes 

* Sudden trouble walking, dizzi- 
ness, oss of balance or coordination 

* Sudden, severe headache with no 
known cause 

Moreover, The National Stroke As- 
sociation (NSA) created the acronym 
"EAST" to help lay people recognize 
warning signs of stroke. 

F is for Face: Ask the patient to 
smile. If one side of the patients face 
wilts, proceed to the next step. 

A is for Arms: Ask the patient to 
raise both arms. If one arm drops, pro- 
ceed to the next step. 

S is for Speech: Ask the patient to 
repeat a short sentence. If the patient. 
is unable to repeat it correctly and/or 
if the words are garbled, then proceed 
tothe next steg 

Tis for Time: If all the above signs 
are present, it is more likely that the 
patient is suffering from stroke. It is 
best to call the proper authorities fast 
or go to a nearby hospital quickly. 

Although these guidelines are im- 
portant in reducing brain damage, dis- 
ability or even mortality, primary pre- 


DENNIS Trillo 


mien Kurdi promotes her latest sin- 
gle “Kisapmata”, a remake of the 
popular hit song by Rivermaya at 5 
pom. also at the events center. 


it happens 


vention is more important. “Deleteri- 
ous lifestyles and behaviors, rather 
than medical conditions or genetic 
predispositions, are thought to be the 
most important and most modifiable 
causes of the majority of deaths from 
heart disease and stroke,” according to 
the AHA guideline. 

Experts believe that it is better to 
manage potential blood vessel block- 
age through constant physician check- 
ups and medications. Cilostazol (Ple- 
taal) isan anti-platelet agent (an agent 
that reduces blood clotting) that pre- 
vents blood vessel blockage and may 
be used to prevent stroke from occur- 
ring. Drugs like cilostazol should only 
be taken with a doctor's prescription. 

Patients should be protected from 
tisk of secondary stroke. Experience 
with Cilostazol (Pletaal) as an anti- 
platelet is supported by evidence- 
based trials for more than 10 years. It 
is the innovator that provides trusted 
and proven efficacy and long-term 
safety compared to other generic 
equivalents. 

For information on stroke issues 
and prevention, call the customer hot- 
line at 811-4723 for GMA/Metro 
Manila ог 1-800-1888-4723 for 
provincial calls. 


GMA to speakat San Beda Law Alumni anniversary 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE 55TH FOUNDING ANNIVER- 
sary of the San Beda Law Alumni Association, the San Be- 
da College of Law and the San Beda Law Alumni Associa- 
tion invite all Bedan Law Alumni from 1948 to 2007 to the 
‘Annual Homecoming and Fellowship night on Nov. 27, 


‘Tuesday, 6 p.m. at the One Esplanade, SM Central Business 
Park, Seaside corner Bay Boulevard, Pasay City. Gracing 

the event as guest of honor and speaker is President Gloria 
‘Macapagal Arroyo. For inquiries, 
0917-8072222, SBC Alumni Office, Mendiola, Manila. 
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Republic of the Philippines 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Region Vil Powing. Paio, Leyte 
Fax No. (053) 323-8501 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
For Handling Services in NFA Region VIII for 2008 
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NOTICE 


is hereby given 
INTERNATIONAL PIPE INDUSTRIES 


{ Sppiying lor registraton with the Board of 
Investments (ВО!) as New Producer of Spiral 
Welded Stee! Pipes on a Pioneer Status with 

|| capacity ot 20,000 MTPY wit projectplant stes 
located at Bi 
Davao del Sur. 


‘Any person with valid objection/s on the 
| above-mentioned project may file his/her 

objection in writing, under oath, with the BOI 
[| within three (3) days from the date of this 

publication. 

(89d) RUDY B. CAÑA 
Director 
Project Evaluation and Registration 


Department 


ERRATUM 


Inthe invitation to Bid for the Supply of Services 
for Comprehensive Maintenance and Support 
Services for the IT Infrastructure of DepEd 
Central Office and Supply, Installation, Delivery 
and Testing of Computers for various Public 
Secondary Schools Nationwide of the 
Department of Education published in this 
paper on November 6, 2007, the position of 
JESUS б. GALVAN should be "BAC II Vice 
‘Chairperson’ instead of "BAC II Chairperson." 


Our Apologies. 


EL 07 URVAN 
СЯ crs] | ome 
: 10 HOURS 
SMSS HATCHES P1,800 
e ec | | WITH DRIVER 
КЛ 7878716/1964371 


09213497170 


($93) ANTONIO J. ADORABLE 
GAC Chaenan/ARD 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY, 


DEALER. 


FOR PURIFIED TUBE ICE 
Goldstar \CE PLANT 
Tel. Nos. (02) 282-9030; 282-5870;282-4328 
Cel, No. 0922.477.9030 ни) 


Rond., Wanchai, Hong Kang for a сору of te Petition 


Tote advertised as fllow 


| Once in Philippine Daily кри, an English newspaper 
published and widely eats io Pipes 


URGE 


oper: nal acti 


BATANGAS & LAGUNA AREA. 


& RÓVING SALESMAN 
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MANPOWER SERVICE to assist the BIR 
ies within Metro Manila. 
Kindly submit your letter of intent and 
company profile at Rm. 301 BIR-National 
Office, Agham Rd. Diliman, Q.C. 

For TOR queries call Grace/Joy at 
tel. nos (02) 920-7502 or (02) 920-7506 


APOLOGY 


Cabasal Trading hereby apologize to FUJI 
HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD. of Japan and 
SOLANDA ENTERPRISES, INC. for selling 
multi-purpose engines, pumps and/or 
generators which turned out to be 
unauthorized copies of the genuine 
ROBIN multi-purpose engines, pumps 
and generators. We acknowledge that 
our acts may be in violation of the 
Intellectual Property Code (R.A. 8293). 


I acknowledge the ownership of FUJI 
HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD. of the 
trademark ROBIN and will continue to 
respect the intellectual property right of 
FUJI HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD. of Japan 
and the industrial rights of SOLANDA 
ENTERPRISES, INC. 


Cabasal Trading 
649 Evangelista Street, Quiapo, Manila 
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The Board of Directors, Officers and Staff 
of 


IMUS RURAL BANK, INC. 


Imus, Cavite 


mourn the passing away of 


lien utere 


Yov can now checkovt more jobs | 
from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


its Former Director 


PILAR MONINA TORNEROS-TALENS, CPA. 


OBITUARIES 


ENGR. FAUSTINO 
SARMIENTO FULGENCIO 


of Malabon and Mariveles 


Former Chief of Quarrying and Milling Services 
DPWH, Mariveles, Bataan 


Peacefully joined our Lord 


on November 11, 


2007 at the age of 93. 


His family requests your prayers for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains Не in state at the family residence 


in Mariveles. 


Interment will be on Saturday, November 17, 
2007 at the Mariveles Cemetery. 


on November 08, 2007 at the age of 57. 


We join her loving husband Meynard and son MJ; brothers and 
sister Dan (1) & Beth, Terry & Yollie, Boogie & Emy, Tess & Jun, 
Мах & Lorna; aunts Remedios and Aurora; uncle Ruperto; sister-in- 
law Pollie; nephews and nieces; and other relatives and friends in their 
prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


ROSEMARIE 


JAVELONA Her remains lie in state at the La Funeraria Sapinoso Grand 
SANTOS Chapel, Col. J. Elises St., Imus, Cavite. T. 

November 92007 Interment will be on Thursday, November 15,2007 at St. Mary's А * 

ава Memorial Park, Imus, Cavite after the 1:45 p.m. Mass ar the Imus SP 


Cathedral. 


November 15, 2007 
at Sanctuario de Sto. 


Cristo Church Crypt 
Message of Thanks 


r^ 
We. the family of the late 


ROBERT MILLARD TURNER 


Born: Aug. 20, 1934 — Died: Nov. 06, 2007 


wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to 
all those who condoled with us and kept | 


71 04 — p — 


59 
Amor con Amor Se Paga 


MIGUELA LUNA vda. de HIZON 


(WIFE OF DR. CLEMENTE HIZON) 
peacefully joined her Creator 


$ vigil during his cremation at Heritage оп November 13, 2007 at the age of 99. 

d$ et bonaci, Teng = || Her children and their spouses, PAULINA, MA. LUISA hy 

Soe X | Stevencooica, CLEMENTE mw ESTELA, TONY 
m— an & YOLY, CONS & GAMY ROCA (t), CORA & REY 


FLORES (t), MA. ROSARIO & JOEY JOSON and AMY & 
BEL ISABELA (1); brother and sisters, GORENG, ТИМА. 
and PEPING, grandchildren & great-grandchildren, in- 
laws, other relatives and friends request the pious readers. 
to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 

Her body lies in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Inc., 
#12 С. Araneta Ave, Quezon City. 


"Even when | walk through 
a dark vallej, | féel n Tio harm; 
= For you are at my side; 


in the morning of November 17, hei remains will be 
your гой and staff transferred. to her ANCESTRAL RESIDENCE at 

#091 Poblacion, Pulilan, Bulacan. She will be buried at the 
give me courage Family Mausoleum, Date and time of interment will be 


announced later. 
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FASTWOOD 


EGRAND 


TOWER 2 


This is the watershed moment for those in search of the 
ultimate lifestyle. Eastwood LeGrand II. The de facto address 
for an exclusive power circle dedicated to a cult of luxury. 
Here, you leave the ordinary behind and enter a new realm 
where the indulgences are so much grander. Discover that 
sense of belonging, that feeling of coming home in style 

to an exquisitely designed loft, the first in Eastwood City. 
With its thoughtfully planned tayout and quick access to 
modern conveniences, you'll find it easy to let go of the day's 
excesses and immerse yourself in unparalleled comfort. 

With your home as a perfect launch pad, explore a multitude 
of diversions. At the seventh level, a medley of fitness 
amenities and refreshing green gardens makes relaxing so 
much fun. And outside your doorstep are City Walk 1 and 2, 
where you join the metro's trendsetters in a leisure scene brimming 
with the sights and sounds of eclectic shops, chic restaurants 
and vibrant entertainment centers. At Eastwood LeGrand I, 
every privilege is at your command. А 


Erd 


LEGRAND | 


VISIT THE EASTWOOD CITY GRAND SHOWROOM 
THIS-HOLIDAY SEASON. 


Call us now at (632) 421-0000 MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


Eastwood City Information Centre/ Grand Showroom, Eastwood City E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5), Quezon City ^ Exclusive Marketing Manager: 


Ў wwveinegaworldcorp.com 
wwweastwood-properties.com 150 9001-2000 CERTIRED Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
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PIPE DREAMS. By 
the time the young 
Pinoys get to ride 
these concept cars 
{Renault's Kangoo 
and Citroen's C- 
Cactus), they'd be 
senile. 


Is all 


‘Text and photos by Tessa R. Salazar 
HE NUMBER OF COMPA- 
nies that participated in the 


I recently concluded 40th 


Tokyo Motor Show was 241, two 
more than the 2005 edition’s 239. 
But if you were to go by the Who's 
Who of the automotive industry, 
numbers can’t hide the gaping hole 
left by those who were conspicu- 
ously absent this time. 

Some of the Detroit Motown's top execu- 
tives were not seen and their absence didn't 
go unnoticed. Asahi Shimbun wasted no time 
reporting these truants. A Fortune report at 
CNNMoney even went so far as writing "RIP" 
for the Tokyo Motor Show after citing auto 
launches by US top automakers being done 
elsewhere. 

Have these fortune tellers hit the nail on 
the head, or have they just been too quick to 
the draw? Journalists who attended the mo- 
tor show witnessed numerous concept vehi- 
cles and environment-friendly hybrid ma- 
chines, making this writer think that the mo- 
tor show was undergoing a sea change in its 
overall vision. 

Major shift in direction 

Апай, indeed, the 53-year-old motor show 
was undergoing a "second childhood,” a ma- 
Jor shift їп direction toward being more envi- 
Tonmentally conscientious, then it has to con- 
tend with two factors: 1) These hybrids and 
concepts are still a long way off from actual 
‘commercial production, especially in.minor 
markets like the Philippines, and this may be 
а major turnoff for prospective buyers win- 
dow shopping in Tokyo; and 2) Even the ma- 
jor markets such as the United States and 
‘emerging powerhouse China seem not to be 
biting the "green" carrot dangled before 
them. 

Of course, the motor show still had its 
highlight moments, such as the much-antici- 
pated launch of the Nissan GT-R (which did 
not disappoint, except for the announcement 
that there was still no tentative release date 
yet in the Philippines), the Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution X (tentative RP launch date some- 
time in April 2008), and the new Subaru 
WRX STI (tentative RP launch date March 
2008). 

Honda offered its own surprises for the 
‘Tokyo delegates (the latter announcing that 
its sportier Accord 2.4- and 3.5-liter versions 
would be available here by the second quar- 
ter of 2008). 

But if you hear the talk between the revs, 
something seems to he really amiss. 


No doubt, 


it was still 


40th Tokyo 
Motor 
Show was 
missing 
that 
*X-factor so 
evident in 
2005 


Weak car market 

"The Japanese car market is altogether in 
weak health. Following a decline of two per- 
cent to 4.64 million cars already last year, the 
market shrank further in the first eight 
months of this year by 6.3 percent to 2.98 
million cars,” said Matthias Wissmann, presi 
dent of the German Association of the Au 
motive Industry, during a press briefing at- 
tended by INQumem Motoring at Makuhari 
Messe in Chiba, Japan, = 

In another press briefing, Bernard Bohr, 
chair of the Bosch Automotive Group, said 
that automobile production in Japan would 
remain almost stagnant until 2015, at 11.5 
million units. But worldwide, he said that 
Japanese automakers would increase their 
production over the same period: from 23 to 
29 million vehicles. 

Fortune's interview with analyst Michel 
Dunne indicated that Japanese consumers 
bought 5.7 million vehicles in 2005, but were 
expected to purchase only 5.2 million units 
this year. “By comparison, the China market 
is exploding—from 5.3 million units two 
years ago to 8 million units in 2007—making 
it the second largest auto market in the world 
after the United States." By 2010, Dunne ex- 
pects Japan to still be "under 6 million units 
while demand in China is expected to reach 
11.5 million." 


Japan still main route. 

Bohr said during the press conference that 
for Bosch one of the main routes for auromo- 
tive growth would still lie in Japan. He said 
that even if Japanese automakers were going 
international in their supplier structures, it 
‘would still be in Japan where major decisions 
will be made. 

Bosch engineers confirm they still collabo- 
rate closely with customers in Japan. Their 
know-how in Japan also serves to support 
Bosch development teams worldwide 

Bosch Group is one of the biggest German 
employers in Japan with a workforce of more 
than 7,800. It operates 20 manufacturing 
plants, five engineering centers and two test 
courses. 

“Support like this goes to places as far 
away as Brazil, where, for a Japanese au- 
tomaker, we are developing a flex fuel system 
that improves cold-start capability when the 
engine is running on ethanol,” Bohr said. 


Favorable signs 

Bohr also sees favorable signs for diesel- 
fed automobiles in Japan, with Nissan and 
Honda announcing they would launch a 
diesel passenger car for the domestic 
Japanese market. 

“This is an opportunity for us, not least in 
view of fuel prices in Japan, which have risen 
by a good 10 percent since the beginning of 
the year.” Bohr quipped 
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MOTORING 


The Tokyo show 


MAJOR MOTOR SHOWS ARE OFTEN DIF- 
ficult to initially grasp in their entirety. 
Merely a single pass of the major manufac- 
turer's displays can send even the most jad- 
ed of motoring hacks reeling from all the 
sights, sounds and sheet metal. You just get 
numb from the sensory overload. Trying to 
wnderstand what's going on and what the 
general flavor of the show is comes only 
when the shell shock passes. Even then, 
moments of true insight are rare. 

Tokyo's place in the international motor 
show arena is to divine the future. It is 
through the fantasy world of concept cars 
that the world’s major players try to capture 
our imagination. For manufacturers, show- 
ing up at Tokyo without a jaw-dropping in- 
terpretation of the future is like going to a 
wedding reception in your flip-flops. This 
year there were quite a few who apparently 
forgot the dress code. 

Maybe it was a calculated risk on the part 
of the manufacturers. In all honesty, tryi 
to steal the li 


sible. 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


2008 SUBARU 
Impreza 


NISSAN GTR 


Show headliner 

Headlining the show for all intents and 
purposes was the unveiling of Nissan's 
GTR. As bold as the concept, technology 
and execution of this soon-to-be available 
super car is its rebellious break from the 
sustainable eco friendly line that most of 
the mainstream players are towing. 

It would be hard to find anyone who 
went to the show this year who did not take 
home a snapshot of the latest interpretation 
ofthe all-conquering Skylines of years past. 
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Off-duty showgirls, clad in trench coats 
over their scant motor show finery snapped 
away on their equally tiny and cute mobile 
phones. Even executives from the Euro- 
pean sporting brands jostled with 
masses to get a closer peak. You get 
the picture. 

4 The excitement about the 
GTR is deserved. This car re- 
vives the Japanese super car 
genre and is the gauntlet on 
the table to the other players 
who traditionally participate 
in the segment. Significant 
too is the gossip going 
around the Nissan GTR. Final- 
ly available in left-hand drive for 
the first time in history, it looks like the 
Philippines will be getting a few units. 
Don't hold your breath though, as this in- 
formation came from the same people who 

promised us the Teana in 2003. 


Controversially designed 

А new release that is sure to hit our shores 
will be the controversially designed 2008 
Subaru Impreza and the generally more im- 
pressive STI version. Derogatory remarks 
about the styling of these WRC-derived ev- 
eryday tarmac monsters are getting tiresome 
already. There is really nothing we can do 
about what this car looks like. And if we can 
get that out of the way, maybe we can focus 
Оп the changes that are going to affect more 
important things regarding Impreza—mainly 
the way it will drive. Pray that function over- 
shadows form in this case. 

The shift over to the hatchback format is 
a necessity born of the WRC. Subaru needs 
a platform that will go toe to toe with the 
kinds of car that Loeb and the gang are driv- 
ing. Shorter wheelbases combined with 
lighter cars will logically be snappier 
around the corners. Engines remain the 
same with the beautifully linear power of 
the EJ25 turbo family of power plants un- 
der the brand's signature hood scoops. 

Seriously folks, these cars are coming and 
theres an invite in my mailbox to allay any 
fears that the Philippine market is going to 
lose out on these models, The mid-level Im- 
prezas are going to break cover soon, likely 
within the month. The much-awaited, hot 
and bothered STI version will hit the fast 
lanes of Philippine roads sometime next year. 

Cars that are able to steal the limelight 
from the futuristic prototypes and concepts 
are rare indeed and in this case, the Nissan 
GTR and the Subaru Impreza WRX Sti de- 
fine the 40th Tokyo Motor show. This year 
has given us two models to that are really 
worth the wait. Speed is on the Philippine 
motoring horizon. What a wonderful world 
indeed! 


TRANSPORT TRIVIA 


By Emman Cena 


Road mishaps No. | killer 
of young people 


LAST THURSDAY, THE TRAGIC NEWS 
of a road accident in Makati City land- 
ed on the papers headlines. The 
mishap which involved the clash of a 
dump truck and a Grandia van killed 
the wife of a former senator and ser 
ously injured four others. Anywhere in 
the world, road accidents happen, in 
fact itis considered the biggest killer of 
young people worldwide. 

According to the World Health Orga- 
nization report in April, about 1.2 mil- 
lion people are killed in road crashes 
around the world annually. Of this, near- 
ly 400,000 are deaths of people under 
25 years old. Millions more are getting 
injured or disabled. 

The report also said that most of the 
mishaps happened in low-income coun- 
tries, such as Africa. Of the reported 
deaths, a number involved chidren 
playing on the streets, cyclists, motorcy- 
lists, novice drivers and passengers of 
public transport. Majority of the cases 
were caused by driving under the influ- 
ence of alcohol. 

їп fact, in the United Kingdom, 91 
people get killed and seriously injured 
every day on the roads, of which more 
than a third is under 25. 

The US State Department recently re- 
leased information that the dangers of 
road travel is more pervasive than ho 
cide, acts of terrorism or natural disas- 
ters. 

In the local scene, figures from the 
Metro: Manila Development Authority's 
Metro Manila Accident Reporting and 
Analysis System (MMRAS) revealed 
that for the first half of the year, 30,001 
vehicular accidents took place їп Metro 
Manila streets. These killed 172 people 
and injured 5,412 others. The MMRAS 
annual report covered January to June 
2007. Last year, the MMDA recorded 
more than 60,000 road accidents 
throughout the year. 

Reference: www.bbcnews.com, 
www.cbsnews.com, www.mmda.gov.ph) 


THE TOYOTA Hi-Ace Grandia of. 
former Sen. Rene Saguisag hit on its 
side by a dump truck killing his wife 
Dulce. петото 
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Carmakers | 
make a difference — 


(far left) joins 
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о qa f . corporate 
environment Ca 
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emissions from ve- 
hides these car- 
makers produce 
are often cited as + 
among the major 
sources of air pol- 
ison and dur а THE NEW KIA 
major public 
health issue. [ : ETT Mas 
Improving " m а 
awareness 
“It’s no longer 
just producing ve- 
hicles and engines 
that have the least 
impact on the envi- 
ronment, a car 
company should al- 
зо help in improv- 
ing public aware- 
ness,” explained 
Isuzu Philippines 
Corp. president 
Keiji Takeda. 
This is why IPC 
organize events 
like fuel economy 
runs as well as the 
greening of pre- 
mier parks in Lu- 
zon, Visayas and 
Mindanao under a 
park conservation 
campaign that has 
become the compa- 
пуз project when. 
ever it celebrates 
its anniversary. 
“If the public is 
more aware of why 
they should be 
more environmen- 
tally conscious, 
they would be able. 
io appreciate the 
things the compa- 
ny is doing with its 
vehicle product of- 
ferings," he said. 


Up-to-date 
In the case of car 
giant Toyota it's all 1 
about being up-to- f ы ZEN | d 
iste io е китеш Bay. / н 3 ij Че uou) Жтт. 
state-of-the-art en- pene 4 
vironmental prac- 
tices. 
Indeed, Toyota 
Philippines has 
shown examples of 
how it’s possible to 
incorporate sus- 
tainable practices 
into large-scale 
manufacturing fa- 
cilities and provide 
а healthy environ- 
ment for employ- 
ees. 
Recently, the com- 
pany announced it 
has acquired a "bust- 
ed fluorescent lamp 
eater" or a crusher 
that forms an inte- 
gral part of a compa- 
ny-wide environ- 
mental management. 
system to make bust- 
ей fluorescent lamps 
acceptable for use by 
glass recycles or fitto 
be stored or disposed 
of to sanitary land- 
fil. 
Busted fluores- 
cent lamp is one м 


such waste that is |, 6 Ы IPMORERCONGMICAP EAR 
q рерин тек E 5 М 
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IF YOU ARE SHOPPING FOR AN AFFORDA- 
ble common rail diesel-powered multipur- 
pose vehicle, the Korean manufacturers 
make choosing a difficult task. Why? Be- 
cause Kia Motors and its parent company 
Hyundai Motor Co. offer not one, not two, 
but three CRDi (common rail direct injec- 
tion) MPVs to choose from: the Hyundai 
Starex, Kia Carnival and Kia Carens. 

But when it comes to a compact CRDi 
MPV, the choice narrows down to the 2007 
Xia Carens since the Hyundai Matrix was 
withdrawn from the Philippine market a 
year or so ago. The Carens first entered 
with a 2.0-liter, DOHC, 16-valve gasoline 
engine. The CRDi variant showed up soon 
after, completing Kia's CRDi-powered four- 
some together with the 4x4 Sorento mid- 
size SUY, the 4x4 Sportage compact SUV 
and the Carnival midsize MPV (which this 

column reviewed last August.) 


No competition 
With no other CRDi seven-seater com- 
“pact MPV in competition unless you consid- 
er the D-4D Toyota Innova a compact MPV, 
the Carens enjoys a monopoly in this seg- 
ment. The Toyota Avanza, Mitsubishi 
Fuzion and soon-to-come Nissan Grand 
+ Livina all have gasoline engines. 

This is not to say that the CRDi Carens 
needs monopoly status to gain market share. 
‘Ata suggested retail price (SRP) of P875,000 
for the LX manual transmission (MT), 
P925,000 for the LX automatic transmission 
(AT) or P1,050,000 for the EX AT, the CRDi 
Carens gives good value for money with the 
advantage of more frugal fuel consumption, 
thanks to Kia's second generation CRDi en- 
gine technology, and the lower (by P5 per 
liter) pump price of diesel fuel. 


Specs 

The 2007 Carens' 2.0-liter SOHC 16- 
valve CRDi engine with variable geometry 
turbocharger (VGT) and diesel oxidation 
catalyst delivers 140 ps/4,000 rpm and 31 
kg-m/2,500 rpm max torque through the 
front wheels. The MT is S-speed while the 
AT is 4-speed with Neuro Fuzzy logic. In the 
United States, where it is sold as the Rondo, 
the Carens has a 2.7-liter DOHC V6 gaso- 
line engine and a 5-speed AT whereas here, 
as previously stated, the gasoline Carens 


MikeAkazaren > 
Award-Winning $ 
Fim Director, 


Aida Sevilla- 
Mendoza 


IN THE COCKPIT of 
the automatic 


transmission Carens 
PHOTOS BY ADASEVILA 
MENDOZA 
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MIOTORIN 
Kia Carens: The sporty 
compact CRDi MPV 


has a 2.0-liter DOHC engine and a 4-speed 
AT or 5-speed MT. 

However, given a choice between a V6 
gasoline engine and a 2.0-liter CRDi engine 
for a compact MPV like the Carens, I'd opt 
for the latter anytime in view of the end- 
lessly rising oil prices. Besides, the Carens’ 
CRDi powerplant packs more than ade- 
quate torque to propel the 1,716-kg body 
forward at a fast clip. The seven-seater 
Carens may have been designed for family 
use, but it has a certain sporty flair and is 
surprisingly fun to drive. 


Suspension 

A carlike ride quality is traceable to a ful- 
ly independent suspension (MacPherson 
strut up front, multilink with coil spring at 
the rear) with stabilizer bars and disc 
brakes fore and aft. Handling and steering 
compare favorably with a compact sport 
sedan's, although there is some body lean 
when tackling fast corners. 

The cabin is well-insulated from road 
and wind noise while the CRDi engine is 
not as noisy or harsh as older model diesel 
engines. The gear shift is conveniently lo- 
cated at the base of the center console 
stack. The high seats, high ceiling and large 
glass area provide good visibility and a spa- 
cious feeling although the thick C pillars 
somewhat obstruct the driver's rear view. 


The Aveo Sedan. Ride smoothly with style. 


E 


The quality of the interior materials is 
above-average and the instruments and 
gauges are logically placed, easy to read 
and easy to reach. A total of six cupholders, 
three power outlets, two rear storage boxes 
and a small tray above the glove box are а 
fewof the convenient standard features. 


Tseats 

But what is most surprising about the 
Carensis that it neatly fits seven comfy, sup- 
portive, recline-able seats on a wheelbase 
that is only 4,545 mm in overall length. 
Front seat and second row passengers en- 
Joy ample leg and head room, but the tight 
legroom in the third row makes it good only 
for children. The second row splits 60/40 
and slides forward for easy access to the 
third row, which splits 50/50 and can be 
folded flat into the floor to create cargo 
space. With the third row seats up, there is 
no cargo space behind. 

Unfortunately, itis in the safety features 
that the Carens is parsimonious. Only the 
top-of-the-line EX has an airbag—only one 
at that—and keyless entry with alarm. No 
Carens sold here has ABS or EBD or Stabili- 
ty Control while the Carens sold in the Unit- 
ed States has six airbags, ABS and anti-skid 
as standard equipment. Perhaps essential 
safety features were removed to lower the 
SRP but their absence, together with the 
generally low resale value of Kia vehicles, 
may make safety-conscious buyers balk de- 
spite the Carens excellent quality and 
sporty performance. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Give Sa- 
tanan inch and he'll be a ruler. 


STAN 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2007 


Aena 2 

THE CARENS' 2.0-liter, CRDi, SOHC engine 

with VGT and diesel oxidation catalyst 
ar 


Rumen 
THE THIRD row seats fold flat into the floor 
to create cargo space. 
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+14 DOHC engine with VGIS 
* 4 channel anti-lock brake system 

+ Dual airbags + Euro ride suspension 
* 60/40 rear seat split 

allay wheels 


wand Ya, 
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Test drive today at your nearest Chevrolet dealer: MAKATI 894-1976, 867-8183 to 87 « QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59 » SHAW 535-4944, 533-6349, 533-8375, 533-1063 


PASIG 672-1612 to 14, 672-1486 * ALABANG 771-1206 lo 09 » NORTH EDSA 374-9992 to 97, 374-9963 * MANILA 564-0129 » CEBU (032) 234-0426 to 29 « PAMPANGA (045) 
963-3333, (045) 860-2000 « DAVAO (082) 300-7777, (082) 235-3811 * DAGUPAN (075) 523-7777, (075) 823-1835, (075) 515-5577 * ILOILO (033) 3374540 » BACOLOD (034) 


708-2489 » LAGUNA (12) 6997458, (046) 4301605 


wo ehevraet.com. oh 


cates worth P20,000 
thru Nov. 30, 2007. М 


CHEVROLET 


AIF CHEVROLET 
Du d 


esf" 


Gilf'cerüllicale can be used tp pay for LTO registration, car insurance, chattel, 


mortgage of as discount on car price. Gift certificates аге valid until fully consumed. 
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Beyoncé, Beowulf, Neil Gaiman, Kiehl's, ‘Lost’s’ Zack 

г Grobler, Amazing F Race Asia Season, 2, Nationaluxissyia 
ebate Championships, Amanpulo, writers who. 
aced their fears, a a bazaar, bags and more bags,t the Й 
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Is now accepting 
applicants for its Buy one 


Two Year ЕСК 
D ean 

[ME ASD ed on 
Spider Veins Removal «Р | | in Cosmetic шщ 


Underarm Hair Removal urge surge! 
by Laser IPL, 4 sessions eub» Surgery gery 
Until November 21, 2007 


DTLNCR Perm Ne $036, series of 2007 penar 
ROBINSONS MIDTOWN Tel. 0928-25133 
TUS 
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Telefax: 4211404 
camo: «63910 3333439 
, 79, 16 E-mail: мобрра? cam 

ALA. MAKATI BEL-AIR Tel. 751-6140 / 0917 - 964 Websit. wor ppal? com. 
dc^ SM FAIRVIEW Tel. 939 - 1105 / 0906 - 4765304 


Pay the ticket price of ony F P380 as we celebrate our 12th anniversary! Just buy any of the 
- participating Pepsi Cala products for P50 at the gate to enjoy our original 1995 price! Everyone 


goes on all 18 rides with the P380 ticket! The Carousel Special at P450 will still be available. FM 
The Senior Citizen's Day Pass and Junior Day Pass will be available after the promo period 
Hurry because promo runs October 17 to November 30, 2007. 


The magic gr with you. 
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Catch an Enchanted Movie Date with your favorite web-slinging hero and princely ogre for free at BPM on the following dates: 


SHREK 1 - November 10 (Set) | IPIDERMAN 1 - November 14 [Sun] "^ жалык 
SHREK 2 November 17 (88) RAT, SPIDERMAN 2 - November 18 (Sun) 
SHREK 3 - November 24 (Set) f, SPIDERMAN З - November 25 (Sun) 


[| "wit any 050 рери Cola product purchase at the gate 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 


N THE HIT SERIES 

"Lost plane crash 

survivors start a soci- 
ety from scratch on a 
seemingly deserted is- 
land, and it’s revealed 
that almost every cast- 
away harbors potentially 
explosive secrets that 
may affect everyone's 
survival. 

But the guilt-ridden doctor, 
sexy fugitive, cocky con man 
and others with complicated 
pasts must put aside their dif- 
ferences from time to time. The 
island, after all, has far more 
bizarre and deadly mysteries in 
store for its bickering, fidgety 
inhabitants. 

The series continues to be 
well-received, its many major 
riddles gradually getting unrav- 
eled in recent storylines. One of 
the few people behind the 
scenes who's privy to the an- 
swers behind the shifting, puz- 
zle-filled scenarios is produc- 
tion designer Zack Grobler, who 
has worked in movies prior to 
taking on the job. 

He previously contributed his 

artistic talents to films such as 
"The Ghost and the Darkness," 
"The Tour Feathers" and "The 
interpreter." 
i “It’s my first episodic televi- 
{sion show,” Grobler shared in 
„ап exclusive e-mail interview. "I 
fam originally South African and 
fworked on several films there 
"and in Namibia, Mozambique, 
„Zimbabwe, Morocco, Ukraine, 
ihe United Kingdom and United 
iStates. 

My experience in different lo- 

ations around the world made 
me a good candidate for the 

show, and I was thrilled when 
the producers approached me 
{to work on it. They have been 
great to work with and have 
liked all my designs so far!” 

Please specify the extent of 
your duties on the show. 

As production designer, T over- 
sce the overall vision and style of 
the show. In collaboration with 


Some secrets 
behind the 
riddle-ridden 
show revealed 


the director and director of pho- 
tography, we create the “world” 
the story plays in. Typically, we 
would get the outline of an 
episode four to five days before 
we shoot it. I would then discuss 
the location possibilities with the 

ctor and with the locations 
manager We would then scout 
these possibilities to see which 
could work, or how I could make 
it work by changing or adding set 
pieces. 

While all the scouting is hap- 
pening, I have to come up with 
the set designs. I usually start 
with a few sketches to show the 
director and get my ideas 
across. After these discussions 
and refinements, I then involve 
my art department. 

How does your team devel- 
op your ideas? 

I design the style of the show 
and coordinate the depart- 
ments to execute the vision 
agreed upon with the director, 
while keeping it within bud- 
getary and time constraints. 

The art department's art di- 
rectors and set designers draw 
blueprints and details from the 
sketches and practically devel- 
op the designs to be built as 
sets. Then the construction de- 
partment—full of skilled car- 
penters, plasterers, welders, 
painters and sculptors—builds 
the designs, installs and finish- 
es them to the required surface 
details 

‘Also, the decorator and the 
set dressing department pro- 
vide the furniture, drapes and 
carpets according to the charac- 
ter, country, color and style I 
discussed with them. 

The greens department adds 
plants, trees, lawn and even 
dirt; the property master and 
assistants are responsible for all 
the props and objects handled 
by the actors, and I arrange the 


style or look of specific items 
with them and the director. 

The locations department al- 
sò plays a vital role in my de- 
signs; I work with them closely. 

How challenging has it 
been to keep the appearances. 
of the castaway characters 
consistent, and to keep track 
of story details? 

It is very challenging! We 
constantly flash back between 
different episodes, times and 
places. Fortunately, we have 
very good makeup, hair and 
costume specialists who have 
been very successful in main- 
taining cast appearances. 

Many photographs of the 
casts makeup and clothing are 
taken each day to refer to in the. 
future when we have to recre- 
ate a specific moment. Each 
episode is approximately a day 
on the island in the life of our 
Characters, so we have to main- 
tain details to match! 

Each department has files of 
photos, and I often provide cap- 
tures from previous episodes to 
match specific scenes. 

How do you scout for places 
that double for specific coun- 
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Everything in all three sea- 
sons of “Lost” has been filmed in 
Oahu, Hawaii, except once 
when we left to film a cave on 
the big island, Many viewers 
don't realize that we recreate all 
the foreign locations here on 
the island using set building 
and visual/computer effects. 

For the built sets, we've been 
using the Diamond Head Film 
Studios in Honolulu, as well as 
empty warehouses. 

Before each episode, my de- 
partment does a lot of research 
about the particular country we 
visit in the episodes. We would 
remove any furniture, plants, 
signs that may be too Hawaiian 
and replace it with our own de- 
signs. 

We add pieces of sets, like a 
wall or a sign to make it look 
like Africa, London, Australia, 
Korea. We may even add an im- 
age of Korea or Sydney outside 
the window using a blue screen 
where a computer can later 
blend the image perfectly to 
match the lighting and angles. 

"What's been the toughest 
thing to create for the show to 
date? 

Because of the tight schedule, 
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almost all the sets are hard to fin- 
ish on time. It takes about 10 
days to shoot an episode. At the 
startof every week, we would get 
a new script to prepare to film by 
the end of the week. We have to 
find the locations and so on. 

While still in the process, I'd 
get the next episode to start 
preparing for the following 
week. That makes it very diffi 
cult. We have two film crews 
working on alternating episodes 
every eight days, but the art de- 
partment supplies sets for both, 
and they overlap each week! 

‘The first episode of Season 3 
was the most challenging to me 
so far. 

Please describe the look of 
the “Swan station” from Sea- 
son 2 and your designs. 

The "Dharma Initiative" sup- 
posedly designed the hatches оп 
the island during the late '70s то 
early '80s. Everything has a dis- 
tinct retro style from that era. My 
predecessor, Jim Spencer, did the 
design of the Swan. T added some 
modifications and in particular 
the blast doors, with the black 
light map from the "Lockdown" 
episode. 

I designed and drew the map 


in collaboration with the writ- 
ers and producers in LA. It took 
several versions before every- 
опе concurred on what it 
should look like. Ies still one of 
the most downloaded and dis- 
cussed items on all the “Lost” 
fan sites. 1 enjoyed designing 
the Medical Station, creepy 
nursery, Pearl hatch and yurt 
village with the fake door. 

How is creating this reality 
for the show a different expe- 
rience for you and your team, 
and where do you draw inspi- 
ration from? 

“Lost” is a designer and art 
departments dream show to 
work on. We constantly have 
new and interesting sets to de- 
sign and build on a weekly ba- 
sis, in less than a week. 

We work very long hours, and 
almost always wish that we had 
more time, but the next episode 
has already started and we have 
to move on. But it is wonderful 
to see how much can be 
achieved in a very short time 
when you are working with 
very talented people! 


The new season of “Lost” will 
soon air over Studio 23. 
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THE JUDGES — Poppet Celdran, Dominic Salvacion, Mark Garry from Big Foot and Jim. 


Libiran—decide who gets to compete in Subic. 


VERY special treat from the Tribu Boys: 
Cinemalaya Best Actors from the "hood 
freestyle to the delight of the participants. 


ANA Menguito and Meck Besinga, 
DDB Philippines (Entry: “Pause, 
Finalist, Best Cinematography and Best 
Editing) 


ARGEM Vinuya and Maki Maquiling, 
DDB Philippines (Entry: “Global Warming,” 
Finalist) 


Writer, poet, essay 
documentary 
filmmaker, activist 
and journalist Jim 


PARTICIPANT JP 
Dela Cruz of ] Walter 
Thompson gets 
ready for battle. 


Mobile ... 
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The themes given to work on were "You 
know you're a Filipino if...” and “What 
makes Manila unique.” Teams were given 
almost a day to go around the rousing city 
that inspired many songs and movies. 
‘Some teams shot all night while others fo- 
cused on the story content. There were 
teams who won the approval of the judges 
with their knack for editing while others 
tickled the audience with memorable 
punch lines or creative storytelling. 


Cinemaiksi: Round | 

During Day 2 of the workshop, the teams 
presented their work to a panel of judges 
and the top five received a Nokia N95 to be 
used to compete again in Cinemaiksi 2007: 
The 1st Philippine Advertising Congress 
Short Film Festival, part of the activities of 
the 20th Philippine Advertising Congress to 
be held in Subic, Nov. 21-24. 

The grand prize winner of Cinemaiksi 
2007 will take home P50,000 cash, a tro- 
phy and a trip to the 2008 Hong Kong Inde- 
pendent Short Film and Video awards. 

The People's Choice Award winner will 
receive P30,000. 

It only seems like yesterday when Gary 
Oldman paraphrased the Bard, “All the 
world’s a stage...” while filming himself in 
the middle of a busy street (Ed, Nokia N93 
Advertisement), 

Most of us then thought that mobile 
phones can never replace the real thing. 
Now, we find ourselves in a mobile imaging 
revolution despite the continuing debate 
between the old and the new. 

Terms such a “citizen journalism” or 
“Mobile Filmmakers” have never popped 
up so often. From blogs to the evening 
news, video clips taken with mobile phones 
area staple, 

And since our devices are considered 
powerful tools with its capabilities, we 
must remind ourselves to be responsible 
with the content we produce. And unlike 
the devices that come out everyday, it is 
good content that is irreplaceable. 


E-mail е 
david@gmail.com 


author at tammy- 


DIRECTOR of 
photography and 
cinematographer 
Poppet Celdran 


MASTER editor from 
ABS-CBN Dominic 
Salvacion 


HIGHLIGHTS & SPECIAL EVENTS: 


Barangay LS Band Performance. 
Celebrity Auction by GMA Artists 
Fashion Show by Abbylyn 
Performance by Up with People. 


п Cooking Demo by Cocina Argentina 


ЕБ ТЕРАХ ЙЫН" 


=" CENTEEA энн 


3 post Sis 


М а The Sweet Life segment by Ms. Lucy Torres-Gomez В 
' m QTV 11's Moms Lani Mercado, Manilyn Reynes & Sherilyn Reyes 


|? и Entertainment numbers and autograph signing by GMA Celebrities 
m Century Tuna Rich Flavors of Health Culinary Tour $ 
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We find ourselves in a mobile imaging revolution 
despite the continuing debate between the old and the new 


PANA Foundation 


in cooperation with 
Philippine Daily inquirer 


presents the 


8th Integrated Marketing Communications (IMG) 
Students' Competition 


"Pinoy Franchising for the Global Pinoy" 
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BAY CITY, PASAY CITY” 2 
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Watch the countrys brightest and most promising marketing students as they present their Integrated Marketing 
Communications campaign to boost awareness for the Association of Filipino Franchisers, Inc. (AFFI) and to 
promote franchising іо OFWs. For Inquiries, please call 894.0474-75 or етай at panal@pana.com.ph. 

PANA Foundation is the advocacy arm of the Philippine Association of National Advertisers 
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Cathay Pacific presents 
Hong Kong Bisneuland Travel Packages 


Buy 3, Get 1 Free! 


Airfare + Hotel + Park Tickets 
Hong Kong has always been a wonderland lor visor, with ts many exctiog and diversa анде: 
Package when four ot vou buy together incioded are arare, park tickets and accommodations at ether 


cf tha two Hong Kong Disneyland themed hotels. For дим. contact your travel agent, cali us on (632) 
757-0804 in Maria, (6532) 231-3747 in Cebu and 18382) 222-4901 in Davao or vinit www cathaypaciie ph. 
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E HONG KONG TOURISM BOARD 


[СЕ CATHAY PACIFIC 
www.cathaypacific.ph peu Ee 
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‘Ace Saatchi & Saatchi? 9% ы Leo Burnett Manila (Entry: 
duringoneofthe S é “Takatakatok,” finalist) 


filmmaking growing! 


Nokia's Cinemaiksi gives 
a boost to citizen 


film directors 


Text and photos by Tammy David 
2bU! Correspondent 


/ NOKIA CONTINUES TO BE A LEADER IN 
Leave your company the mobile imaging revolution by encour 
aging mobile phone users to go to the next 


Christmas party to us EE 
Є Ever since Janice Yu bagged the first ever 
, Mobile Filmmakers 05 award in Singapore, 
and we'll take care of the rest... ТИЕ 
+ workshops, giving users an opportunity to 
= learn filmmaking using their handsets. 
Nokia teamed up with Discovery Net- 
works Asia in the first two workshops to 
feature notable lecturers such as BBC docu- 
mentary producer lan Oliver and multi- 
awarding filmmaker Jeffrey Jeturian. 

Armed with Nokia N series phones, par- 
ticipants got hands-on training and came 
up with material filmed around the Manila 
Orchidarium or Greenhills Shopping Cen- 
ter in a limited period of time. 

Mobile Imaging and film enthusiasts 
were also encouraged to share their day's 
discovery by uploading their works in 
“What's Your Story" (http://www.whatsy- 
ourstory.com.ph) 


Cinemaiksi: Round 1 

for the third workshop, recently held 
5 Oct. 19-20, all the participants сате from 
advertising, an industry going through 
many changes. Twelve teams (consisting of 
two members each) from different agencies 


OF Get greatdeal shap-sarap treats with 
T ~ 3 had to register and qualify for the two-day 
Jl Party Packa live-in mábileflmmalón ed 
Jo l ri d тга ly ac Bes. Day 1 was packed d кше and раг- 


ticipants were asked overnight to produce 
| their 60-seconder material using the Nokia 
N95. 

The three speakers of the workshop were 
Palanca awardee and director of the Cine- 
malaya best film, “Tribu,” Jim Libiran, 
г whose vast experience as а journalist suc- 
Д cessfully crossing over to television and lat- 


i i Na, Buepa Mano Pa! : tr shor fims inspired the participants with 
Я M б т UM i А his lecture, "The Director as the Story- 
‚1 If you availed ollibee Paskong Langhap-Sarap Party Package Bo RM EM 
last year, get FREE Jollibee Gift Certificates equivalent to 1096. BU cA dug for Fim & Videos And 


digital editor Dominic Salvacion encour- 


ur party bill this year Provided thatbyou have a signe: aged the participants to push the limits 
+ SENT 2 i through editing with his lecture, “Cutting 

n > Edge: Techniques from the Masters" The. 

ОП ОР before Novem speakers also doubled as mentors of the 

TES У = 7 Ў participants during the two-day workshop. 
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KARLA Magtaka and Roy Calilon, 
ABS-CBN Correspondents (Entry: “Hello,” 
Best Film (Guest Participants)) 


a 


8 
imum puras су 


IAN Sta. Maria and Katrina Martires, 
DDB Philippines (Entry: “Eskinita,” 
Best Story) 


KATRINA Encanto and Nicole Tolentino 


SCREENWRITERS NEIL 
GAIMAN AND ROGER AVARY: 
How did you divide the writing 
duties? 
Gaiman: I took the words and 
spaces between the words, and 


Roger punctuated them (laughs). | 
No, it's almost like leapfrogging || 
Ё and running at the same time. It | 


was Rogers idea, back in May of 
1997. He started the script at the 


arrival of Beowulf, and I wrote the | 


] arrival of King Hrothgar ... 


Avary: We'd rewrite each other, 


but it was perfect as it came out of 
Neil's computer. Sometimes, I'd go, 
“Oh, he'd get the fantastic scenes,” 
sol did my best to keep up. 
Gaiman: It didn't take long to 
Ё finish it, but we waited after that. 
И How did Robert Zemeckis re- 
E spond to the script? 
Avary: He originally wanted to 
produce it. The original idea was for 
me to direct it. He was saying, “I love 


this! I love this!” He wanted to do it. [3] 
Й with his new production company f 
ImageWorks back then. Though no |! 


fault of ImageWorks or anyone, 
money fell short. The rights reverted 


Й back to us. Robert contacted eventu- |. 
Й ally; he could not get the screenplay 


out of his head. He said, “I want it to 
| be my next big, epic movie. Ies per- 
fect for performance capture! I wan- 
na do it!” He seduced us back and 
we worked on it. 
Gaiman: And he delivered. 
t different to be ex- 
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ecutive producers, too? 

Gaiman: To be honest, “executive pro- 
ducer” isan interesting title. But we owned 
the material. The magic of Hollywood... we 
owned the script so we're automatically the 
executive producers. And it also meant we 
got the cool things the producers get, like 
Cassette players. But we got the iPod nano 
laughs). 

How much did you enjoy writing and 
fleshing out Beowulf? 

Gaiman: Part of what drove us was it's 
the story of a hero, the oldest story of the 
English language, We're both at the lacuna 
of the story, the point in the ancient legend 
where Beowulf fights and kills Grendel, 
and sets out to slay his mother, Beowulf 
comes back with Grendel's head.. 

Avary: But we're not privy to the actual 
battle. There's no proof that he defeated his 
mother And any monster is loved by at 
least one person... 

Gaiman: So Roger and 1 thought that 
there's something there. Somebody asked 
at the American press conference why I 
write heroes with feet of clay. T can never 
understand why people can't get it that 
heroes or politicians, they're still people. 
They pleasure themselves; they pick their 
noses, They're human. 

Avary: Beowulf is fallible and a braggart. 
When you look at the old document, it's a 
simple story. 

‘What other gaps in the ancient story 
did you fill? 

Gaiman: It's pretty odd. The Vikings left 
graffiti behind and they're not polite. They 
detail if a woman has large breasts. That's 
the type of thing they left, and the old 
monks who wrote it must've edited those 
things out. But it worked for Roger and me 
that it moves forward in time. Thirty years 
later, the king's got everything he wants, 
but he discovers that they're. not what he 
wants anymore. 

Some of the things we discovered turned. 
up on the page as we wrote it, The charac- 
ter of Beowulf turned out to be as much of a 
monster as Grendel, but he's better-look- 
ing. 


Avary: We discussed the pop culture of 
the past. Men relieving themselves might 
start a conversation, “If Odin and the Christ. 
Jesus had a fight, who would win?” Then 
another person would say, "In a knife 
fight?" 

"Whose idea was it for Beowulf to fight 
Grendel in the nude? 

Gaiman: Quite possibly an 11th century 
monk. 

Avary: The idea in the poem... he had to 
strip, his armor will only slow him down. 
His sword would be useless against Gren- 
del. So Beowulf meets him and fights him 
hand to hand. 

You integrated a cycle, where people 
commit similar mistakes, into the story. 
How important was it for Beowulf's new 
mythology to have that? 

Gaiman: | think of that wonderful line, 
"those that don't learn from the past are 
doomed to repeat it. By the end, we leave it 
up to people to decide and conclude if 
something happens again. 

Avary: 1 believe all men, all leaders con- 
tend with their “Grendel's mother" and 
they're defined by how they deal with their 
demons. 

How is this project different from your 
usual work? 

Avary: Interestingly enough, Гуе been 
thinking about it for 25 years, since high 
school. In many ways, this is closer to my 
heart than the neo-crime films I've done in 
the past. As a boy, I listened to my father 
read me Arthurian legends and Моге 
mythology I grew up playing Dungeons 
and Dragons. For Neil, his body of work lent 
itself in a fantastic way. 

Gaiman: I had nothing else with Angeli- 
na Jolie in them (laughs). I've never had a 
novel or comic book with Angelina in it! 
The entire media circus that comes along 
with it... We did a press conference in 
America recently and there's a platform 
where people are quoting her two lines... 

How pleased are you with Robert Ze- 
meckis’ direction? 

Avary: When you work with Robert Ze- 
meckis, the canvas broadens and the scope 
just becomes bigger and more epic. 


PRODUCER STEVE STARKEY: 

How long have you and Robert 
Zemeckis worked together? 

‘Twenty years, We started together 
with “Who Framed Roger Rabbit.” I 
was associate producer. We also did 
"Death Becomes Her.” I've been pro- 
ducing with him ever since, 

Some people are saying that this 
kind of animation may replace real 
actors someday. Do you believe that? 

No. You know, the important thing 
we discovered: in order for this mo- 
tion capture thing to work, it all has 
its foundations in human perfor- 
mance for the style to be successful 
We still have to depend on good ac- 
tors. We create characters in the com- 
puter; they're lifeless until the perfor- 
mances of actors bring them to life. In 
this particular case, you capture all of 
their movements. 

Has this type of animation 
reached anew level in “Beowulf”? 

Oh, yes. Most of the improvements 
are incremental or in small areas but 
the viewer will see it on a different 
level. The length of time has gone up; 
the performance level has gone up 
twofold. The amount of detail on the 
wardrobe has also improved. 

How smoothly does the photore- 
alistic look combine with the mo- 
tion-capture effects this time? 

When you create something in 
your mind, you replicate that in mo- 
tion. The texture and quality have im- 
proved significantly. Aging an actor 
looks very, very real. The important 
part about our process, it frees you to 
draw what you have in your mind. In 
performance capture, anything is 
possible. There are no restrictions be- 
cause it runs in the computer and you 
can let your imagination run wild. 

What parts of the movie were the 
most challenging to make? 

The fight between Beowulf and 
Grendel! A large creature is throwing 
men around, and fighting was the 
hardest bit to choreograph. It was 
very demanding on Ray Winstone be- 
cause he was required to do acrobatic 
stunts. At one point, he swings on a 
chandelier in a mead hall. It’s easier 
with wires that suspend you, but it’s 
still time-consuming and difficult on 
the crew and performers. 

How important was it to copy the 
likenesses of Anthony Hopkins and 
Angelina Jolie, and not the other 
actors’? 

Insome cases, the performers’ looks 
were needed. In some cases, they 
weren't. In "Beowulf," Bob (Zemeck- 
is) had an iconic idea of how the hero 
should look like. Its not that we didn't 
like Ray; we had an idea for the char- 
acter already. Someone drew Anthony 
asa king. Same thing with Angelina as 
a siren, she looked perfect and seduc- 
tive, So we didn't change that. 

How is "Beowulf" different from 
other fantasy sagas, and as a pro- 
ject? 


g E “2 x р. " 4 This time was as great as with апу 
PX а. Ч Pe SEN SORA ENT. other experience, We work on differ- 
SAPE Р ent films; it’s always challenging and 
eee fun. I think that if the reason is to 
watch big themes, like Beowulf suc- 
cumbing to temptation, then you will 
find it worth it. And "Beowulf" has 

big action, too. 
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proved that action and ad. 
venture are truly in the veins of 
Filipinos as it attracted a big 
crowd to its recent The Amazing 
Race Asia Season 2 Promotional 
Event in TriNoma mall. 

Recharged and raring for 
some adrenalin rush after the 
relaxing holidays, close to 400 
teams of two registered on the 
AXN web site and made call-ins 
through Monster Radio RX 
93.1. Only 24 lucky teams were 
chosen to participate in The 
Amazing Race Asia Season 2 
Promotional Event. 

Of course, TriNoma's shop- 
pers weren't left behind. Apart 
from witnessing all the action 
and being treated to exhilarat- 
ing musical performances from 
the country’s coolest bands such. 
as Itchyworms, Wake Up Your 
Seatmate and Spongecola, they 
also had the chance to partici- 
pate in exciting contests that 
gave away premium prizes from 
event sponsors Greenwich, Cal- 
tex, Alaxan FR, Coca-Cola 
Light, Sun Cellular and Susta- 
gen Premium. 

The action-packed тай 
race—which incorporated the 
show's elements such as road- 
blocks, fast forwards and de- 
tours—started off at the TriNo- 
ma Activity Center, where all 
the contestants had to complete 
one side of a Rubik's Cube, fin- 
ish an entire corn on the cob 
without the aid of hands, move 
a set of colored bricks to anoth- 
er area but in the same exact 
color order and placement, and 
transfer oily peanuts from one 
plate to another using chop- 
sticks. 

The first 19 teams that fin- 
ished the first set of challenges 
and made it to the first pitstop 
at the mall's Food Choice en- 
trance qualified for the next 
round. The five teams that 
made it last were eliminated. 

In the second leg, the remain- 
ing 19 teams were required to 
dash off to different venues and 
areas within the mall for their 
tasks, which were definitely 
more difficult than the first ones. 

A particular challenge called 
Pop Goes the World involved an 
inflatable castle filled with hun- 
dreds of balloons plus special 
ones that contained a colored 
flag. A member of each team 
had to go inside and locate 
these special balloons and then 
pop them to get the flag. To 
make things more challenging, 
four contestants were thrown in 
together to look for the right 
balloons all at the same 
time—and they only had five 
minutes to do so! If they ex- 
ceeded the time limit or failed 
to spot the balloon, time penal- 
ty was given. 

The other challenges in the 
leg included a singing duo chal- 
lenge in Red Box, an open-the- 
box-with-the-right-key mission 
and a task where a member had 
to memorize a poem while rid- 
ing the dizzying carousel, and 
then recite it as the teammate 
mimicked the lines through 
body actions. 

The second pitstop at the 
Landmark Food Place welcomed 
the first 14 teams to go on with 
Zone C of the contest. It included 
the Tower of Hanoi challenge 
where teams needed to transfer 
an entire tower of five colored 
disks to other open pegs, the 
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Scrambled Egg task which found 
the teams packing eggs to make 
sure they didnt break when 
thrown from the M2 level of the 
mall, and the Zapped dare where 
the contestants actively held on 
to an eye bar electrode and navi- 
gated through a wire without 
touching it. 


Last leg 

For the last cut-off, the first 
eight teams that finished all the 
previous challenges were the 
only ones eligible for the last set 
of challenges. 

Apart from counting all the 
castañas inside a basket and 
leaping off a platform to tap a 
ball, the racers also had to ac- 
complish complex challenges 
designed by the sponsors. 

Speed is important in The 
Amazing Race Asia and to test 
the mall racers’ speed, Coke 
Light held a Reverse Scavenger 
Hunt where teams had to dis- 
tribute five cans of Coke Light 
to five different types of people 
in the area. Greenwich, mean- 
while, had a Pizza Delivery 
Challenge that required both 
members to distribute 10 
Greenwich Pizza boxes to 10 
different locations in the mall 
and return within 15 minutes. 

In the Alaxan FR Alley Hoop 
Challenge—a combination of 
bungee trampoline and basket- 
ball—a member had to wear 
the Alaxan bandana, jump on 
the trampoline and when the 
desired height was achieved, 
shout the Alaxan tagline before 
the second member could 
throw the Alaxan ball to the 
first member for the alley hoop 
dunk. In the Sun Cellular Dig- 
ging-In Challenge, a team mem- 
ber had to guide a blindfolded 
teammate tasked to get a total 
of five Sun Cellular Carabiners 
among a pebble pit. 

‘The most challenging tasks 
were probably the ones from 
Sustagen Premium and Caltex, 
which called for utmost com- 
munication and coordination 
among the contestants. 

In the Sustagen Premium 
Puppet Master Challenge, teams 
had to place a Sustagen Premi- 
um vertical banner between 
their backs. Both their ankles 
were tied so that forward move- 
ment was limited, while their 
wrists were also bound by a 
piece of rope resting on an over- 
head pulley that made bending 
forward together impossible. 
With five cans for every member 
to pick, the real challenge was 
for the members to alternately 
pick up the cans and arrange 
them on a showcase shelf in 
front of the other member. 

In the physically-demanding 
Caltex Roadblock Challenge, 
there were three knotted ropes 
hanging down from the ceiling: 
the first touched the floor, the 
second stopped at 10 feet from 
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PHYSICAL strength played a huge role in the competition because 
most of the tasks—such as the Caltex Roadblock and the Alaxan FR 
Alley Hoop challenges—involved a lot of running, jumping and 
climbing. 


the ground and the third 
stopped at 15 feet. The task was 
for a team representative to 
climb 10 feet of the first rope, 
transfer to the second rope and 
climb higher than 15 feet, and 
then swing to the third rope and 


go up to as high as 24 feet to 
grab one of the Caltex banners 
and bring it down. 


Тор three 

After grueling hours and sol- 
id teamwork, the top three duos 
that finished all the challenges 
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WINNERS of The Amazing Race Asia 2 Promotional Event in Manila. 


with flying colors and the 
fastest time were announced. 

Ending up at third place and 
winning P10,000 cash, P2,000 
worth of Star Cash, limited-edi- 
tion TARA premiums and good- 
ie bags from the sponsors were 
Jose Angel Machuca and Cas- 
sandra Camille Elazegui. 

Coming in at second place 
and taking home P20,000 in 
cash, P4,000 worth of Star 
Cash, limited-edition TARA pre- 
miums and lootbags from the 
sponsors were Lloyd Lee and Ja- 
son San Pedro. 

Declared champions were 
the team of Jeffrey Naz Racoma 
and Maria Julianne Castillo, 
who said the hardest challenge 
was the Alaxan Alley Hoop 
Challenge. 

"It was so physically taxing in 
that it required so many skills at 
the same time: jumping, pulling 
ourselves up with the bungee, 
catching the ball and dunking!,” 
said Castillo, a 24-year-old 
medical student. 

The team won P30,000 in 


cold cash, P6,000 worth of Star 
Cash, limited-edition TARA pre- 
mium items and huge goodie 
bags from all the sponsors. 

And would The Amazing Race 
Asia Season 2 Promotional 
Event be complete without the 
Philippine representatives? Of 
course not! Henry and Trinidad 
Reed plus Marc Nelson and 
Rovilson Fernandez graced the 
occasion, sharing bits and pieces 
about their experiences on the 
reality TV contest and granting 
interviews plus a lot of photo op- 
portunities for both the Philip- 
pine media and the mall goers, 

The Amazing Race Asia Sea- 
son 2 Promotional Tour was 
held to promote the Asian edi- 
tion of the four-time Emmy 
Award-winning reality series, 
The Amazing Race. Watch the 
two Philippine teams as they 
race for the top spot. The race 
begins on Nov. 22, Thursday, 
9 p.m., only on AXN. 


Email the author at nino- 
marksablan yahoo.com. 
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Life ina 
New Direction 


By Miya David The National 


2bU! Contributor 

[3 A piace Debate 
where you couldnt Championships 
wear short skirts, tank р p 

tops or your beloved are held every 

Havaianas. A place where 

you had to be highly disci- October and 


plined and keep your 

voice down, wake up early attract debaters 

andnotwanderaround. from all over the 
Now imagine that place as Th Nc ; $ 

the same place where you'd try. ear, Е ы 

have tostand in front of random көш hi iS y z ania T н p^: 

strangers and speak for seven they were held at AARON Chan (right) of UP ап speaking while an Ateneo debater tries to interject CELENIGUNTO. 

minutes about a topic few peo- 

ple have ever heard of. the Philippine event. Military training and dis- training and studying in one of 


Thiet yas exactly the Шон, cipline definitely permeated the the best schools in the country, 
tion participants of the 9th Na- 


m 3 whole tournament. The very they were also aware that the} 
tional Debate Championship, Military Academy j fist day (registration), we had had to give up their lives for 
held at the grounds of the . a | to wait for our whole contin- the country if needed. Of 
Philippine Military Academy in in Baguio City gent to be completed before we course, they kept the banter 
Baguio City, found themselves y could even get our IDs taken, light so the participants won't 
in. For us in the UP Diliman which took us about two hours. leave dinner feeling sad 

The National Debate Cham- contingent, this NDC was a Lesson learned: Be on time. The cadets also did a fashion 
pionships are held every Octo- chance to defend our 2006 Something that we had to take show of all the uniforms they 
ber and attracts debaters from championship. My teammate into heart or else we'd beleftbe- wore (minus the sleeping 
all over the country. From uni- Diana and I were training as hind by the buses provided by garb, which would have been 
versities in Luzon to other uni- hard as we could because this 3 PMAforthetriptoFortdelPilar more fun to see). This, of 
versities in Visayas and Min- was our last NDC as under- > М eis course, elicited more squeal- 
danao, these students make graduates. é т 4 Bonding activities ing from the girls. 
time during their precious ` What was really different = ^ Before the competition for- ^ Then they surprised us by 
semester break to troop to the with this years NDC was the £s mally started, the organizers holding a bonfire in honor of 
host colleges. fact that, well, it was held in ` $ е 5,1 set up different activities 0 the participants. Our cadet es- 

‘And every year, all the partic- РМА. Most of us had never been foster camaraderie. While cort, Cdt. Ann Sinson, told us 
ipating universities and col- іп the company of so many al- \ most of us wouldratherjustsit the organizers gave up part of 
leges prepare themselves for pha males all at once, and that and watch or go to the ukay- their allowance in order to 
the tournament by training was already different. A friend $ ukay, the team-building activi- fund the activities. A cadet 
their debaters and adjudicators of mine actually said, “They're Й ties looked fun, so some peo- band played music while we 
(the participants who judge de- hot in uniform especially when з 3 3 plejoined in. stared at the fire burning in 
bate, students like us) and read- they're in groups.” We had dinner with the the middle of Borromeo Field. 
ing magazines and newspapers Okay, seriously now, the cadets in their mess hall. They АШ the activities were fun, 
to be updated on current issues biggest difference was the effi- JOE Aguilar of UP Diliman, Istrunner-upfor Public Speaking, with 101 us how difficult life was but there was one thing people 


as much as possible. ciency and organization of ће Maj. Gen. Leopoldo Maligalig eet meo Or them. While they enjoyed ROUSING/ES 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You're concemed with your surrounding environ- 

= ment. You care about how things are evolving. You re happy working bè- 

1 Map of lots hind the scenes: you don’t need the glory. You understand the dynamics. 
5 Unlidy diner E and needs of society. This Is why many of you are in manulacturing. 
9 Homeric epic Yol be happy to know that the year ahead could be one of the best 
14 Took a taxi years of your Ме. Dream big! 

ке Birthdate ot: Prince Charles, British royal; Laura San Giacomo, actress: 

16 Doofus Josh Duhamel, actor 

17 Middle East 
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staffers? 5 Last 

45 Eur. sea 8 Slowly, in 
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UP DILIMAN contingent 


Rousing tal 


From pageE! 


were eager for: the debates. 
This year, the topics ranged 
from the question of West 
Bank autonomy to Manny Pac- 
quiao's impact on Philippine 
culture. 

Any debater knows that 
merely knowing issues and 
having the logic to argue them 
through is not enough. There's 
also this thing called angas fac- 
tor that can be achieved 
through fashion. How exactly 
does fashion have а hand in ай 
ofthis? 

Well, take me, for instance. 
On the first day, I went to the 
rounds wearing my hip-length 
denim jacket and an asymmet- 
rical top on top of my bootleg 
jeans and boots. It was enough 
to make people sit up and no: 
tice. Of course, the right “cos- 
tume,” if you will, could show 
off your all-important sense of 
confidence while you deliv. 
ered your speech. It was an ex- 
cuse to wear your hottest 
clothes and give yourself a 
dose of self-assurance. See, 
debaters aren't always seri- 
ous. 

Debating in NDC is a chance 
for college students to test 
their mettle when it comes to 
various issues. Annalyn Avila, 
a three-year debater and first- 
time adjudicator in the Na- 
tionals from UCW, noted that 
debaters, especially those 
coming from provincial 
schools, had shown marked 
improvement. Even previous 
high-school debaters like Car- 
Іо Flores of UP Diliman found 
NDC particularly challenging. 
“In college, lahat nanganga- 
gat. Its not like high school 
where it was easy to beat 
someone. Here there are no 
surevictories,” he said. 


Good experience 

For me, the event turned out 
tobe a good experience even if 
my team did not make it to the 
Top32. The fact that I believed 
in the words I was saying and 
that I was giving some of the 
best speeches of my life was 
enough. Being able to per- 
suade people with your words 
was an awesome feeling. And 
it didn't hurt that I had a fan- 
tastic partner as well. 

More, the championships 
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BO JIMENEZ, Anna Arcellana 
and the author CRENIGUNTO 


THE GIRLS of UPD and ADMU 


THE AUTHOR'S debating 
partner Diana Dy (left) and Yana 
Gonzales эте 


NIKKO Briguera of UPD and 
Victor Baguilat of DLSU during 
the Cadet Hop ANDACA 


were also a means for us to 
make friends with those from 
other contingents. One of the 
most memorable events was 
the Cadet Hop. Normally, de- 
baters would party like crazy 
during the Break Night Party 
or when they find they had 
scored high enough to get to 
the finals. This time, during 
the Cadet Hop, we were re- 
quired to wear formal clothes. 
Cadets were supposed to ask 
people to dance with them, 
and all that formal stuff. But 
we found ourselves storming 
the dance floor once the Pussy- 
cat Dolls started blaring from 
the speakers. 

Being at PMA was definitely 
an experience. On one hand, 
we had to adjust to the strict 
rules of the place. On the other 
hand, we also felt very hon. 
ored to be welcomed and host- 
ed by these cadets, who, as 
PMA Superintendent Maj. 
Gen. Leopoldo Maligalig said, 
are stripped of their freedoms 
inside the institution (like 
freedom of speech and free- 
dom to wear whatever they 
wanted) in order for students 
in other universities to prac- 
tice theirs. 

For that, we say thank you, 
PMA, for allowing us to prac- 
tice the greatest freedom we 
know, the freedom to argue 
and say what's on our mind 

Ateneo once again bagged 
the championship, beating 
two UP Diliman teams that 
gave them a hell of a fight. 
NDC was a memorable event, 
never mind if short skirts were 
outofthe picture. 
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МОС finals: Ateneo on the government side, UP Diliman in the opposition 
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PRO-HEALTH EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER 


Manila Doctors Hospital PRO-HEALTH Education and Research Center is the first of its kind in the country, 
understanding that the way to a healthier life is through education. Patients now have access to intensive health 
programs on learning and caring for metabolic diseases such as Obesity, Hypertension and Diabetes. Teams of highly 
‘competent doctors, nurses, dietitians, physical fitness instructors and educators help patients better understand 
their metabolic syndromes. Patients can learn what to expect from their disease and how to cope, so that they may live 
healthier, longer lives, 


WORLD-CLASS CARE WITHIN YOUR REACH 


MANILA 
DOCTORS 
HOSPITAL 


Metrobank Group 


Contact us now for more information: (02) 524-3011 loc. 4603 * www.maniladoctors.com.ph + info@maniladoctors.com.ph 
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surface of the ocean? 

Ever since I can remember, I 
have always been comfortable in ^ È SUNSILK'S SURE 
the water: swimming in pools, on Gift in Every 
beaches, in the deep sea. Most of 4 Pack Promo gives 

«Ao shopaholic й 

Mr чан ы Ge dn has ona few dives with my mom and vice), made sure I had sufficient down too deep to see amazing e eni 
таап расе cen Капен bythe SAW colorful ратон, lobsters, amount of weights, defogged my sights. At just 40 feet we sawa | dulge in a shop- 
Tres ee Ша right Оп crabs and other marine crea- mask by spitting into it and mulitude of brightly colored | ping spree worth | 
my recent Halloween vacation, 1 tures. plunged backwards into the un- fish, spongy coral and other ma: | P500,000. | 
finally had the chance. However, my truly magical ex- known. rine life. Even when I first started Tact year 22 

n the early days, scuba divers Perience was when Iwent diving E chanting worid diving at age 10 and mylungca- | year old Wendy 
һай to wear full-bodied costumes at night! There are a few "adven- нд лода ~ pacity was too small to go any | Briones of 
заб овал Ш еб and bully ture" courses availble, such as Аг night, the whole sea is deeper than 30 feer, stil gott | Muntinlupa, а 
Suit, which restricted their mo- Wreck diving (where you get to transformed. A comfortable, fa- experience the full package, see- | staff nurse in the 
Sa ere the experience Se an actual sunken ship); wall miliar dive site tums into an en- ing lionfish, bat fish, pamofish | Intensive Саге 
Mons ала табе е рео Cives (wherethe ocean floorisso chanting world filed wih and many other exotic creatures | Unit of the Ospi- 
Se тр а роп that you deep iteannot be seen); cavediv- strange creatures and plants. We that dwelled fairly дозе to the | ial ng Muntiniu- 
Could participate in easily, and ig; and night diving, ай of finned along, using merely our surface. "e ра and a loyal 
motsomethingoferedtothegen- Which 1 got to experience first- flashlights to guide us. y Ifyouwantan authenticisland | Sunsilk user, 
eral public. hand. The Dive Master, Max, sig- experience, youcan'taskforany- | won the prize 

=} PaM eves, the light neo- Leaving the shore at sunset, naled at us, and we found our- thing better than this. And if | Together with 
pee ide and vers age much Westarted the divejustasthelast selves faceto-face with a huge youre looking for an adventure, | per parents, 
rene Su ала Бад and wih туз of light were disappearing crab,asbigasa watermelon. па пу scuba diving. It is constantly | Stanley апі 
aso ld aboutaryone iner- behind the horizon. Islippedon dearing, Max told us to um off (йїп, with newthingstoleam | Amelita, and 
Ti cat cinia a iver: my BCD (buoyancy control de- our flashlights. and new sights to see. у= 

Scuba diving takes patience We were completely shrouded — Butifdivingdoesmtsoundlike | Genelyn, Wendy 
and persistence, but its all worth. in darkness, but not for long! фе sport for you, snorkeling is@ | was given the 
it once you get into the open wa- Max flailed his arms, annoying fun (and much more affordable) | chance to shop at 
terand see what the sea has to of- the nearby phosphorescent al- altemative. Its also easier t | Glorietta and 
= gae, which lit up like marine fire- learn. Choosing the right beach is | Greenbelt, where 

‘When I tumed 10, I could not flies, blinking in the dark like lit- essential, but you can see almost | she was given VIP 
wait to become a certified Padi Че Christmas lights. as much wildlife without the | treatment. 
(Professional Association of Div- Creatures that would normally tank. oye 
ing Instructors) scuba diver. 1 shy away from you in theday are Мапу resorts offer fish feed- | piances from © qe -f 
started with a basic, kid-friendly TT] bolder during the night. Depth ing, whichlencourageyoutotry | Abenson and МҮ 
"Bubblers Course” which was a causes colors to fade, but at For instance, in El Nido, another | items from Ace Brioneswon P ` 
fun, fairly easy introduction to Š night, using flashlights, we gotto resort that I went to with my | Hardwareforuse aP500,000 1 errr X 
diving. E zs | experience everytingin fll col- family the aff gave us bags of | intheirhouse. shopping spree 

From then on, I worked myself oa i: d Lexar олі However, MÀ 
up to a Junior Open Water diver, ы, Аз we continued, Max spotted rotfish while we watched gigan- | what ^ Wendy 
А bool now. fin taller А " а sea turtle. It was huge, about  ticjackfish swimming about. At most ofall Lu 
course to upgrade to Open Water Ваган. isse] half my size, with a Remora fish Тһе Philippines is ап | is the simple joy S 
De $ on the turtle's back. They were archipelago of lush, verdant, | of being able to give to her Dayslogo. д 

During my recent school justfoatingneartheseafloorre- tropical islands that everyone | loved ones. Prizes can be claimed forev- 
Tris FUE крис Taxing. E should take advantage of. Grab | “what T really want right ©У Promo sachet purchased, 
Pamatican ‘island, тог of One of the great things about your towel, and hope toseeyou | now is to be able to build a 50 the more Sunsilk sachets, 
ка cant Palawan Den diving isthatyoudon'thavetogo onthe beach! home for my family. I also the more sure gifts in a pack. 
wanttogiveappliancestothe Prizes this year include 
hospital. I know they need it, treats from Smart, Hallmark, 
Sinse 500,000 is a lot, 1 McDonalds, Marcella, Ne- 
‘would also like to donate to topia, National Bookstore, 
Gawad Kalinga since 1 know Leonardo Bags, David's Sa- 
how it feels like to want a 107, Fitness First, Kamera- 
house. I think this is the best World, Genevieve Gozum and 
way for me to share what Automatic Center. The grand 
have and make somebody Prizes are a P150,000 room 
else's dream come true, too.” Makeover from Blims and a 

“That was one year ago. To brand-new Honda Civic! 
have your own Great Hair _ Call 5888800 or1-800-10- 
Day Moment like Wendy's, 3647258 (toll-free outside 
just look for Sunsilk sachets Metro Manila). Winners can 
Jh the Sunsilk Great Hair also call these numbers when 

claiming their prizes. 


HAVING a Great Hair Day moment with her whole family! 


|, Free seminar on Singapore 
nov. 16 e 17 • 18 5 elementary education 


EDCRISCH INTERNATIONAL conducted seminars and 
is conducting a seminar on workshops around the world. 
Singapore education, curricu- Yeap will be discussing 
lum, textbooks and teaching “Math Tricks and How Math is 
methodologies (6th Series) at taught in Singapore." 
the Foundation for Upgrading He is an assistant professor 
the Standard of Education of Mathematics at the Nation- 
(FUSE) at Pearl of the Orient al Institute of Education in 
Building, 1240 Roxas Boule- Singapore. 
vard, Ermita, Manila on Nov. Не is involved in teacher 
16-17. training, and also teaches 

The seminar is in partner- graduate courses and doctor: 
ship with Marshall Cavendish ate students in the area of 
Education, Singapore's lead- Mathematical Problem Solv- 
ing publisher of textbooks and ing and Early Numeracy. 
supplementary materials for Aside from Math, there will 
pre-school, primary and sec- be seminars on Science and En- 
ondary schools. glish. These seminars will be 

“Singapore education is one conducted for free and open to 
of the most admired in the  private-school teachers, princi 
world because the country’s pals and admi 
students have consistently These seminars, including 
placed first in Mathematics exclusive workshops and pri 
and Science in the Trends in. vate consultations are held bi 
International Maths and Sci- annually for local school» 
ence Survey (TIMSS) held in who have adapted Marshall 
the past two cycles from -Cavendish books into their 
1999-2003. school curriculum. 

Speakers are experts оп Call8310742and 4071424, 
Singapore Education, includ- or e-mail at info@edcrisch 
ing Dr. Yeap Ban Har, who һау corph. 
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By Mark Bonifacio 
 2bU! Correspondent 


HEN I FOUND OUT 
that Beyoncé was con- 
firmed to come to Mani- 


la for a concert, I couldn’t help 
but be giddy with excitement. 
Who would have thought another 
big name in music would agree to 
perform in our shores, so soon af- 
ter Christina Aguilera and Josh 
Groban? 

Besides her to-die-for curves and 
bootylicious dance moves, Beyoncé has 
sold over 50 million records as one-third 
of the trio Destiny's Child. Her 2003 solo 
debut “Dangerously In Love" earned her 
five 2004 Grammy Awards including 
Best Contemporary R&B Album and Best 
R&B Song ("Crazy In Love") 

With her five-in-one-year Grammy 
win, Beyoncé tied the record with Norah 
Jones for the most Grammys to be won in 
a single year by a female artist. Bey- 
oncé's second solo album, “B'Day,” re- 
leased in time for her birthday, closed 
out 2006 as one of the year's most suc- 
cessful albums, coming in at No. 7 on 
Billboard's US Top 10 Best-selling Al- 
bums chart. It has sold over 4 million 
copies around the world. 

Likewise she has appeared in movies 
like "Austin Powers in Goldmember,” 
“The Fighting Temptations,” “The Pink 
Panther,” and the film version of the 
smash Broadway musical “Dreamgirls.” 

Having watched some clips of her con- 
certs on TV and Youtube, I knew Beyoncé 
would be a total performer and her night 
in town would be spectacular. 

‘Come that magical evening, the venue 
was packed early with people, from stars 
and students to office workers, kids and 
foreigners. 

When the intro began to play on the gi- 
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ant screens, people who just arrived, or 
who had gone to the food stalls or the 
restrooms, immediately dashed back to 
their seats. Everybody stood up and 
screamed for Beyoncé. 


Woman power 

The concert started with Beyoncé in a 
shiny gown opening the show with her 
first solo hit “Crazy In Love.” Backed up 
by an all-female band, she unleashed a 
display of woman power as she per- 
formed her hits from “Dangerously In 
Love” and “B'Day.” Noteworthy numbers 
were “Beautiful Liar” (with Shakira on 


Denoncé 
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IFYOU MISSED "THE BEYONCÉ 
Experience Concert" in Manila, don't 
fret! 2bu! is giving away 10 "The Bey- 
oncé Experience Live!” DVDs, a 
deluxe set capturing all the excite- 
ment of the year's most spectacular. 
world concert tour. Just e-mail con- 
test2buGinquirer.com.ph. 


Despite two hours 

of dancing and belting, 
she sang with 
indefatigable energy 
and power right up 
tothe last song 


the wide screen and a dancer doing her 
belly-dancing part), "Baby Boy,” "Get Me 
Bodied” and the soulful “Dangerously In 
Love.” 

Beyoneé never forgot her roots as she 
included hits from her Destiny's Child 
days: "Independent Woman," "Survivor," 
“No No No," “Bootylicious,” "Bug A Boo," 
“Bills, Bills, Bills,” “Say My Name" and 
‘Jumpin’ Jumpin” among others. Of 
course it wouldn't have been complete 
without her belting out “Listen” from the 
“Dreamgirls” soundtrack. She closed the 
show with her current big hit from the 
“B'Day” album, “Irreplaceable.” 

There might not have been grand 
props, but the stage, lighting, screen vi- 
suals and Beyoncé’s several costume 
changes were a thrill to watch. But it was 
really Beyoncé's performance that car- 
ried the show. Despite two hours of danc- 
ing and belting, she sang with indefati- 
gable energy and power right up to the 
last song. 

‘The audience stood up and danced to 
Beyoncé's songs, which was so unlike the 
Christina Aguilera concert where securi- 
ty people treated the audience like 
grade-school students, motioning for 
them to sit every time somebody dared to 
stand up and dance. 

What an unforgettable experi- 
ence—something you'd never get tired 
of watching again and again. 


For feedback, e-malius at Mestyle@inquirencom.ph 
‘Website: vavwingulrernayitesyie 


Text us your feedback: 
inquirer ife ramelage/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


THE FORNER: 
Destiny's Child 
gave her 
Manila fans an 
unforgettable 
night. 


Full House? 


By Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent. 


‘The art of losing isn't hard to master; 
so-many things seem filled with the in- 
tent to be lost that their loss is no disas- 
ter.—excerpt from "One Art," Elizabeth 
Bishop 


HAD ODD PRAYERS AS A 
child. Aside from the usual 
"Dear God, please let me 

geta high grade in my math ex- 
am" or "Please let the weather 
-be good so our Scouting Club 
„сап go camping tomorrow," I 
isked for something peculiar: I 
` prayed for an early death. 

My life wasn't particularly miser- 
able, and I wasn't into any death-lov- 
ing cults. Black wasn't my favorite col- 
or, and I didn't spend hours locked up. 
in my room, slashing my wrists with a 

1 rusty blade. 

In fact, most of my childhood was 
‘spent curling up with books; dressing 
dolls in tulle gowns and rhinestone 
tiaras; and standing by the stove, dip- 
ping my spoon into the dishes my fami- 
ly cooked. 

‘On summer afternoons, my sisters 
and I often stood by my grandfather as 
he peeled the brown skin off roasted 
peanuts for kare-kare, When he fin- 
ished grazing each piece with his 
thumb, he raised the bilao in the air 
and shook it, briefly suspending the 
kernels in the air and releasing paper- 
thin peanut skins to the wind. 

This way, we experienced other sea- 
sons when the summer days were un- 
bearably hot: we pretended that the 
skins blowing in the wind were snow, 
and when they settled on the ground, 
they turned into autumn leaves falling 

7 froma maple tree. 
‘There were plenty of good times. So 


By Ryan Fernandez 
2bU! Contributor 


WOULD OFTEN STRUGGLE 

wildly for the dangled pop- 

cap guns and packs of jack 
stones. But then my eagerness 
was usually met by the swift el- 
bow of someone's yaya swinging 
at me like a sledgehammer 
Sleeved in white. 

The blow itself was often numbing, 
followed shortly by increasing waves 
of pain that rippled out from the point 
of impact. If hit in the solar plexus, 1 
gave out a solid “puh” before stagger- 
ing away for the nearest chair. But if hit 
square on the nose, which happened 
every now and then, I reeled back, 
dazed and teary eyed from burst blood 
vessels and showered confetti. 

Childhood could be unkind, but kid- 
die parties were ruthless. These were 
more savage times; way before Dance 
Dance Revolution and the Wii con- 
tained the kinetic frenzy of 7-year- 
olds. Back then, those that could out- 
last everyone else at Trip-to-Jerusalem 
and the Newspaper Dance could gloat 
over their lesser kind with boxes of bat- 
tery-operated action figures and im- 
ported candy The rest of us simply 


when I lay in bed at night, tired but 
happy from boisterous rounds of hide- 
and-seek, or after devouring a particu- 
Jarly good meal, I would pray. Pray that 
my family would be safe forever, and if 
that wasn't possible, that I would die 
before any of them did. 


Innocent prayers 

It wasn't a morbid death wish that 
was the force behind my innocent 
prayers, but the fear of losing the peo- 
ple who had made me happy. 

After ай, Iwas just about 6 or 7 then, 
and my knowledge of tragedy was lim- 
ited to losing pets or a breaking a fa- 
-vorite toy. (At 3 three years old, 1 kept 
my family up all night by wailing be- 
cause Mini-Cuddles, my stuffed bear, 


‚кепшей to: 


Lon “kind of terror in 
“me even in later 


peeled ourselves off the pavement af- 
tera rough round of pabitin. 

But what struck fear in me was that 
dreadful presence. It strode above the 
sea of tin-foiled party hats, rousing 
mischief among the children. “Bring 
me...” it would say, scanning the room 
with beady, yellow eyes. 

Tinched my way closer to my moth- 
er, ready to claim the first Ninoy bill, 
the longest belt, the highest heels, 
whatever was needed, Whatever it de- 
manded. The next moment, the room 
would erupt in an uproar—the loud 
flapping of wallets, handbags spilling 
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fell under the bed. I insisted that it had 
died and moved on to another life.) 

Even then, I had a vague idea of 
what loss meant, and I knew I didn't 
want to face it. 

But even the strongest prayers from 
a child couldn't stop loss: as I got older, 
distant relatives and friends started dy- 
ing. A grandfather's sister, or a grand- 
mother's cousin or a frail old lady who 
taught me math on weekends. 1 went 
to their funerals and felt suffocated by 
the grief that mingled with the scent of 
lilies. 

However, those deaths did not bring 
tears, only confusion. Once, after com- 
ing home from a funeral, I brought out 
a wad of paper and sketched a scene of 
а burial, with snakes snoozing under 


on tables, adults taking off shoes. Then 
after the mad scramble, there came t 
low rumble of stampeding litle feet. 

All eyes were on it, and in return it 
seemed to delight in the attention. 
Round and swollen, its head rested on 
starched ruffles like an egg about to 
roll off the пеев edge. The bleached- 
white face was painted with rose 
cheeks, purple stars, black eye shadow 
that veiled over droopy eyelids. 

On humid days, the makeup wore 
off in sticky patches, or smudged 
around the edges of its red, red mouth. 
All this was framed by a frizzy mane of 
neon that bobbed to and from like a 
creature all its own. The other children 
tried to snatch it, but I knew better. 

“How about dance contest?,” it 
whispered into the microphone. The 
flip was switched, and the speakers 
blared out the sonorous, hypnotic 
chant of the Macarena. The others 
shrieked with glee and jumped from 
their chairs, arms akimbo and shaking 
their hips. 

Oh God, I heard myself mutter un- 
der my breath. What was this mad- 
ness? How could we be led so easily? A. 
hand—probably ту — mother's— 
pushed me to the dance floor. It joined 
us too, lurching and heaving in a baggy 
jumpsuit that jangled with fist-size 
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| will never stop fearing loss, 

but the promise of other things— 
of rosy dreams painted in the 
sky—has since eclipsed that 


the ground where the coffin lay. My 
mom thought it was a moving tribute 
to the dear departed. I only drew what 
Timagined was waiting, six feet under. 

Then the proximity of the deaths got 
closer, and one day, my paternal grand- 
father died. My mom called up the 
house to pass on the news, her voice 
punctuated by leftover sobs and hic- 
cups. That night, after having dinner 
with my other grandparents, who were 
babysitting my siblings and I at that 
time, I prayed that I would die before 
anyone else. I was 10 years old. 

A few years later, I told a friend 
about wanting to die early. He chalked 
it up to vanity. "Don't think about wrin- 
Kies!” he exclaimed. "Thats a silly 
thing to think.” He went on and on 
about overcoming obstacles with age, 
but I didn’t explain myself anymore. 

There was no need to bring the issue 
up with anyone again until my other 
grandfather was diagnosed with can- 
cer. By then, I was a college freshman 
with a more acute awareness of death. 
But there were no more wishes of dy- 
ing before my family did. Only regrets 
shouted out to the heavens, frantic 
bargains with God and the feverish 
thumbing of rosary beads. 


Rambling soliloquies 

My grandfathers death was fol- 
lowed by a year of sustained numbness 
as everyone in the family tried to get 
on with their lives. It was as if we were 
all made to face our own mortality. 

Family lunches were constantly pep- 
pered with rambling soliloquies about 
death and missed chances. A bottle of 
my grandfather's aftershave might as 
well have been tear gas, for all the re- 
actions it set off on those who opened 


it just to get a whiff of his scent.” 

The months settled into years, and 
we when finally came to terms with 
the fact that he was gone, sepia-toned 
memories of afternoons cooking 
peanut stew replaced painful recollec- 
tions of hospital bedsides and numbed 
desperation. 

T encountered the same feeling of 
overwhelming loss a few years later, 
when an encounter with acheating 
boyfriend reduced me to my &year- 
old self again. I was back in mý room, 
wiping away hot tears, and wishing 
that there was a way to die from dizzy- 
ing emotional pain so it would be over. 

In one of my bouts of self-pity, меп. 
through a number of books, hoping to 
find consolation in pages filled with 
prose. Some induced a stronger bout 
of wailing that alarmed the neighbors, 
but it was Ray Bradbury's “A Story of 
Love" that made my hopeless wallow- 
ing finally start to end. 

"There's one more thing,” said Ann 
Taylor, one of the characters in the sto- 
ту. “I want you to remember, there are 
compensations in life. There always 
are, or we wouldn't go on living. You 
don't feel well, now; neither do I. But 
something will happen to fix that. Do 
you believe that?" 

Iwill never stop fearing loss, but the 
promise of other things—of rosy 
dreams painted in the sky—has since 
eclipsed that. If time has proven any- 
thing, it's that there really are compen- 
sations in life. Otherwise, I'd be no bet- 
ter than my 6-year-old self, praying for 
an early death because I was too afraid 
tocry. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji 
@yahoo.com 


IusTRaTiON AY STEPHaRAVO, 


buckles and buttons. 

Iwould later cry when it singled me 
out, forcing me to do the Running Man 
as everyone watched and enjoyed 
some cheap laughs. Later on, I would 
also cry when my family was having 
lunch at a restaurant and it showed up, 
now with a tuft of orange and a giant 
bow-tie. It headed for a function room 
that was spilling out with the moos, 
Dleats and squawks of Old McDonald. 

Thid under the table, hoping those 
preying eyes would never find me. My 
parents chuckled, but then again they 
never felt the fear that I did. 

Bruises heal with time. A scraped 
knee forms into a scar that could easily 
be passed off as the result of a far more 
serious struggle. Selfishness, as I 


would eventually understand, is a part 
of human nature that goes beyond 
hoarding finger-sized tubes of plastic 
balloon and bundles of sour lollipops. 

But the figure of the clown—garish 
and eerie—continued to strike a differ- 
ent kind of terror in me even in later 
years. Even on the eve of my tenth 
birthday party, when I peeked into the 
guest room and found a pudgy man, 
half-dressed in a yellow jumpsuit. He 
stood in front of the wide mirror, his 
wrinkled brow dripping with sweat, 
one hand trembling with the eyeliner. 

Slowly, I backed away, and closed 
the door as quietly as possible. 

E-mail the 
gmail.com 


author at ryfen@ 


THEDIGISTAR 
Planetarium 


Science center by the bay 


takes one ona 
journey to space. 


THESM SCIENCE DISCOVERY CENTER AT 
the SM Mall of Asia seeks to educate young 
people on advances in science and technol- 
ogy. It is located at the south side of the En- 
tertainment Building, 

Visitors are welcomed by Tagi, the center’s 
own robot. 

Flashing floor lights trace the path leading 
to the SM Science Discovery Centers daz- 
zling attractions such as the Image Port, 
‘Transportation Nation, Robot, Inc. (Robot 
Inc.) Spaceship Earth, Virtual Reef, City's Sci- 
ence Exhibit, Earthquake Simulator(Earth- 
quake Experience) and Digistar Planetarium. 

Other galleries: Grossology, Lego Mind- 
storms, Robotics Center and Media City. 

Life Clock is a one-stop information center. 

Image Port is a haven for digital photogra- 
phy buffs. Here, high-tech meets fantasy, аз 
youare able transform your digital photos in- 
їо a dream experience. 

You can dress the part in costumes at the 
play area and chose your background, 
‘whether it be a giant lizard, a swarm of bees, 
or even the Eiffel Tower. The best part is that 
you can take home copies of your experience. 
in pictures or in CD. 

‘Transport Nation is all about travel. Web- 
cam calls provide a history of trains and 


MAGICand lights at the center of the Virtual 
Reef 


ocean liners, Here, one can virtually experi- 
ence what pilots see on air. 

Robot Inc. highlights some of the world's 
most popular robots such as Astroboy, the 
star of the first Japanese animated series; 
Robot 9, from the TV series, "Lost in Space"; 
and Robby the Robot, which appeared in sev- 
eral movies in the 1950s and 1960s begin- 
ning with MGM's “Forbidden Planet" in 
1956. 

Likewise, guess can also interact with re- 


mote-control robots, animated by the center's 
own Spiderbots through joysticks. 

Virtual Reef highlights the marine life of 
the Philippines. Guests are transported to life 
under the sea. They experience vicariously 
the shimmer of light under the water, the 
sounds of ocean echo, and bubbles flowing 
freely toward the sky. 

Virtual Reef has an aquarium made up of 
light and magic, filled with coral and fish in- 
digenous to waters to the Philippines. 

‘Other attractions: Spaceship Earth, where 
guests can feel like they have entered the bel- 
ly of the universe; Earthquake Simulator, 
which gives one a real-life feel of tremors; 
and City Science, which showcases modern 
architecture and design through scale models 
of landmarks like the Burj Building in Dubai, 

The Digistar Planterium takes one on a 
joumey to space with its interactive full- 
‘dome and real time graphics. It also shows 
movies, such as "The Future is Wild," about 
an international team of researchers that 
have been looking into how animals and 
plants will evolve over the next five to 200 
million years, and "Mystery of the Christmas 
Star," which seeks a scientific explanation to 
the Star of Bethlehem which che Magi fol- 
lowed. 
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Yuletide bazaar 


J| BE AT THE 7TH NOEL DISCOVERY BAZAAR AND CHRIST- 
mas Shopping Expo and experience shopping at its best! 

The bazaar runs Nov. 21-25, 11 a.m.-8 p.m., at the World 
‘Trade Center. Aside from fashion necessities, it also offers 
home decor, novelty items, and foodie treats from over 400 
concessionaires 

There's more: Catch the exclusive live performance of the 
international cast of Up With People, watch fashion shows, 
and try new recipes for the Noche Buena with cooking 
demonstrations by the Century Culinary Circle. 

The GMA Kapuso Artists have set up celebrity booths, with 
proceeds from fashion auctions going to the beneficiaries of 
GMA Kapuso Foundation’s Give-A-Gift Alay sa Batang Pinoy, 
the Bantayog ng mga Bayani Foundation and the Associate 
‘Missionaries of Assumption Foundation. 

Call 6870654, 6873292 ог email 
gmail.com. 


noelbazaars 
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BRATPACK IS ALL ABOUT FUNCTIONALLY 
hip, indestructible and technologically 
sound bags. 

The global bag distributors flagship 
store at Robinsons Place Ermita, designed 
by award-winning graphic design studio 
Team Manila, is a burst of vibrant colors 
and svirling images reflective of an indie- 
rock-and-roll lifestyle. 

"But what really give these bags star 
quality is that they ve been remixed by the 
best Pinoy graphic artists,” says Bryan 
Kong, marketing communications officer. 

Graphic design houses like Electroly- 
chee, WeeWillDoodle, 27+20, Collision 
‘Theory, Pilipinas Street Plan and Osomun- 
do, gave hip brands JanSport, Tagger and 
Timbul their new superstar looks as part 
of BratPack’s Graphic Remix Bag line. 

Standouts in the wide range of bag de- 
signs include the batik-inspired Tagger bag 
of Osomundo's Abi Dayacap and Rommel 
Joson, and Electrolychee's quirky creatures 
ona JanSport SuperBreak. 

“Bach bag in the Graphic Remix line is 
unique. First, no two designs are alike. Sec- 
ond, once a design has been made, that's it. 


| Bock and retro flair ama 


shoulder details. Faded Deco-style 


TOPSHOPS AUTUMN/WINTER 


2007 collection offers dark pieces clutches come with strappy patchwork satchels, wedge shoes 
that сапу bold and futuristic de- metallic platforms. and fine jewelry add a soft finish. 
tailing The Groupie trend issexy with Gamine offers androgynous sil- 


Anti-retro metallic dresses are 
pleated or quilted. Spray-on, 
high-waisted skinny trousers in 
coated metallics with zips and 
studs sit with much softer maid- 
en-like, loose-ftting, embellished 
satin dresses. They come in matte 
and rich, high-shine textures. 

Large, heavy weight acces- 
sories have straps and belted fas- 
tenings. 

The Halston line is a mix of 
1940s inspirations from sexy, 
draped silkjersey and crepe 
maxi-length, all-in-one playsuits 
to tailored A-line skirts, very high- 
waisted, sideleg trousers and 
checked woolen capes. 

Sophisticated, tie-neck satin 
and chiffon blouses have pin- 
tucked, frilled yolks and puffed 


whites. 


square, 


prints, 


Not with a Super Easy Home Plan. 


а nod towards 705 glam-rock 
styling: Wet-look, spray-on leg- 
gings or stone-wash drainpipe 
jeans are paired with motif tees 
and cropped, punk-inspired stud- 
ded leather biker -jackets, or 
monochrome fur and shearling 
coats. Dark colors are highlighted 
by metallis, pinks and chalk 


The look of Scandinavia is 
1970s folkinspired, homespun 
knits and casual shapes in dark 
organic prints. 

Crepe and knitted dresses with 
embroidered necklines 
are layered with ruched woolen 
leggings. Embroidered peasant 
tunics carry modem tonal block- 

while 
trousers wom with soft polo neck 


GRAPHIC Remixed Jansport 
‘SuperBreak designed by Collision 


Theory 


We're not going to make the same design 
twice. BratPack values individuality, so we 
made sure that you will never bump into 
someone carrying the same bag,” says Kong. 

BratPack also hold collaborations with 
schools through art competitions, like the 
‘Timbuk2-sponsored Ateneo Art Competi- 
tion. Maria Kezia Lourdes L. Pormento of 
AB Social Science bagged top prize with her 


detailing. 


a beatnik feel. 


high-waisted 
Philippines. 


You can own and move into your new home in just 15 months for as low as P13,800 per month. Just apply for a 


Super Easy Home Plan exclusively offered by Robinsons Land in partnership with BPI 
contact (02) 636-0888 or (0922) 


SUPER боле 


t 
—— 


'amily Savings Bank. Please 


838-0888 or log on to www.robinsonsproperties.com.ph for more information. 


jumpers have a relaxed fit. Soft 


houettes softened with feminine 


Oversized boyfriend coats and 
bomber jackets in dark checks 
and belted cardigans are wom 
with dark, narrow-leg jeans or 
over short mini dresses. 

Vintage lace blouses with 
French collars and pussy-bow de- 
tailing are soft in texture, 

Grays and charcoals are lifted 
by lilacs, reds, and royal blues 
worked into checks, while berets, 
knitted beanies, long scarves and 
square-toe patent pumps provide 


Robinsons Specialty Stores, 
nc. is the exclusive franchisee of 
‘Topshop, Wallis, Warehouse, Top- 
man, and Dorothy Perkins in the 


CLASSIC Messenger Bag from Timbuld remixed by 
Pilipinas Street Plan 


monster-inspired design on Timbuk2's 
Classic Messenger bag. 

Bratpack has branches at Robinsons 
Place Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Ca- 
gayan de Oro, SM Davao, SM The Block, 
SM Pampanga, SM Southmall and Ayala 
Center Cebu. 

E-mail bratpack@primergrp.com or visit 
hitp://www-bratpack.ph. 
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RED patent trench coat and 
charcoal zip-down boots 


[2) ROBINSONS LAND 
CORPORATION 
The Property Oaveloper of Choco 
i 3 BPL FAMILY SAVINGS DANK 
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Textby Bianca Consunji 


Photos by Ryan Fernandez 
HE BRAND IS NOT A NEW NAME 
| in the Philippines; for several years, 
people have been reading about 
Kiehl's Since 1851 in various magazines 
and broadsheets. 

(Astute readers who pay attention to 
fashion shoot credits would have noticed 
that nearly all the Shu Uemura makeup 
artists worked with hairstylists from 
Xiehl's, although the brand was not yet lo- 
cally available). 

Sometimes, the articles gave false 
alarms of the store’s allegedly impending 
presence—some unsuspecting writers 
just said that Kieh?'s products were avail- 
able in Greenbelt, which led to panicked 
shoppers posting frantic notes online, 
asking where the Kiehl's Manila store re- 
ally was. 

But this is no false alarm: Kiehl's really is 
available in Manila. Beauty junkies can 
now get their fix of the brand's star prod- 
ucts, such as Lip Balm #1, Crème de Corps 
lotion, Blue Astringent Herbal Lotion and 
Ultimate Strength Hand Salve. 

According to Elizabeth Lamont, vice 
president for international development of 
the brand, the long wait for the store open- 
ing was well worth it. 

“It took a long while, but we saw that 
there were enough people who wanted the 
brand to come to the Philippines,” she said. 
“And we always take direction from our 
customers. We heard that our Hong Kong 
and Singapore stores were magnets for cus- 
tomers in Southeast Asia, and people from 
the Philippines were always asking when a 
branch was finally opening in Manila." 

Kiehl's Manila shop is a cozy little nook 
nestled in the main opening of the still-un- 
finished Greenbelt 5, looking just like the 
stores found in New York with its old-fash- 
ioned brick finish. “It's like a little Manhat- 
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customers checking out the best products for themselves 


KIEHL'S baby line 


tan in Manila,” Lamont said. 


Free samples 

First-time customers (as well as faithful 
followers) will be glad to know Kieh!’s Manila 
will not scrimp on free samples. If you're not 
sure about purchasing a certain product, you 
can always ask Kiehl's beauty advisers for 
help, as well as a sample packet of the item. 


GREENBELT 5 store 


“What really sets us apart is the service 
that the brand offers,” Lamont said. “It's ай 
about experiencing the product. Sampling 
is part of that experience—we want cus- 
tomers to make the decision at their own 
ace.” 

She added, “We would rather make a 
friend than a sale." 

Longtime followers of the brand will fi- 
nally be able to stock up on old favorites as 
well as new offers. While not everything 
will be carried at once—such as the Kiehl's 
pet line—there will surely be more than 
enough of the brand's star products. 

This holiday season, for instance, Kiehl's 
will be carrying flavored variants of Lip 
Balm #1 (in mint, pear and cranberry), as 
well as gift sets of bath products and men's 
toiletries. The brand has also introduced to 
the local market Kiehl's White Brightening 
Botanical, Centella Skin-Calming Cleanser 
and Yerba Mate lines. 


Philanthropy 

The official opening of the Greenbelt 5 
store was greeted with confetti and fanfare 
as some 500 guests came. However, aside 
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beauty advisers 


KIEHU'S VP Elizabeth Lamont 


from the usual partying, the brand man- 
aged to inject a note of seriousness to its 
celebration. Shu Uemura and Кіећ Since 
1851’s, Tina Tinio, who flew in from Singa- 
pore for the event, announced the brand's 
tie-up with Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corp. (HSBC) for various philanthropic 
projects. 

Representatives from the Philippine 
Christian Foundation, Childhope Asia and 
SOS Children’s Villages Philippines re- 
ceived the HSBC grants amounting to 
$225,000 at the launch party. үз 

“Like HSBC, Kiehl's is committed to im- 
proving the local community.” said Mark 
Watkinson, president and CEO of HSBC. 
“Strengthening our local community ties 
through philanthropic partnerships i" a 
critical element of our corporate responsi- 

ty objectives.” 

While the long wait is finally over, the 
long lines won't be, so if you've been dying 
to try out the brand's iconic products, run, 
don't walk, to see what all the fuss is about. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@ya- 
hoo.com 


" SIXTY-FIVE BANDS SET OUT TO PURSUE f 
NEC 777] their dream of becoming the next Nescafé 
TCI. Soundskool winner and soon, only 13 re- 
mained. 

And this lean and mean group of the 
country's best collegiate bands slugged it 
out in the Nescafé Soundskool grand finals | 
last Nov. 10 at the Ultra. Я 

Nescafé Soundskool toured the entire 
country in search of this year’s most out- 
standing group of young musical talents. It | 
held eliminations in the cities of Davao | 
(Sept. 23), Cebu (Sept. 30), Baguio (Oct. | 
7) and Manila (Oct. 13). 

Emerging as the most outstanding in the 
Mindanao regional eliminations were 
Peaches of STI College-Davao, Blue Ozone 
of St. Vincent's College-Dipolog and Novel- 
ista Pasta of Capitol University-Cagayan de 
Oro. 

In the Visayas elimination leg, all three 
wining bands came from Tacloban City. 
This leg saw Youth Rebellion of the Asian 
Development Foundation College, Lazy Su- 
san, also of the Asian Development Founda- 
tion College, and KarasakhillS2 of Eastern 
Visayas State University outclass bands 
from other provinces. 

The Luzon elimination winners were 
Even of University of Baguio, Zoom Zoom 
Lunacy of Union Christian College and 


eme дүр 


Jem Disposition of University of the 
Cordilleras. 

Completing the group of 13 finalists 
were the four winners of the Greater Mani- 
la Area elimination leg. They are SOTC of 
University of the East, Hotsi Patootsi of Asia 
Pacific College, Hymn of Siren of Ateneo de. 
Manila University, and Ernsville of Univer. 
sity of Asia and the Pacific. 

Each winning band took home P25,000. 


Lazy Susan followed the footsteps of 
Hilera and Effinboiche, winners of the 
first two editions of the competition; 
‘They bagged the top prize at the grand 
finals and took home a staggering 
P250,000 in the finals. Nescafé will also 
award P150,000 worth of full-band set- | 
up to their school. 

For more information, 
www.nescafé.com.ph. 


YOUTH Rebellion, Cebu winner 


check out 
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COMEDY CONCERT QUEEN AI AI DE 
las Alas is all agog for her biggest concert 
to date, "AiAiay... The Greatest Perfor- 
mance of My Life," at the Big Dome on 
Nov. 16, 8 p.m. with special guests Sarah 
Geronimo, Pilita Corrales and Aegis. 
(For tickets, call 911-5555.) 

When Ai guests in concerts of other 
artists, she steals the show even without in- 
tending to. Her unique way of ad-libbing 
sets her apart from the rest. She veers away 
from the repertoire, so watching her is al- 
‘ways an unpredictable delight. 

Before she gives her greatest perfor- 
mance, Lasked Ai what her greatest fear and 
achievement are and who her greatest love 
is. “Tm afraid of the unknown and heights. 


Ai Ai gives her 
greatest performance 


Dotty 
Woop 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


My biggest achievement is ‘Tanging Ina’ the 
movie and being able to send my kids to 
good schools on my own,” she revealed. “My 

greatest love is my ex-husband Miguel." 
The former saleslady who assisted me 
when I was buying infant stuff was really 
destined for greater things. Now Ai still sells. 
ayer 


NOW SHOWING 


JIM LIBIRAN'S highly-acclaimed 


BAWAL PUM ASO DITS 
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WINNER, Best Picture, CINEMALAYA 2007 
WINNER, Best Actors, CINEMALAYA 2007 
WINNER, Best Actors CINEMANILA 2007 
WINNER, Best Sound, CINEMALAYA 2007 
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sms feedback: inquirer ent name/agelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at entertainment@inquirer.com.ph 


Website: wwrw.inquirer.netentertainment 


Don't let yourself 
go bald... 

even the ladies 
agree. 


There's a lot you miss if you're bald—sharing 
intimate moments when your partner runs her hands 
through your hair..being confident to strike a 
conversation with women without feeling self- 
conscious about your receding hairline.. pulling a 
suave move to give ladies a lasting impression. 


Take Actor/Businessman Joey Marquez's advice, 
“Dont let yourself до bald." Like most men, Joey 
equates losing hair with losing charisma, potency 
and vigor. "You tend to look older with les: And 
nobody wants {0 look old. I'd rather be seen as 
classic, not old," added Joey 


Stop hairloss as soon 
early signs with Svenson’ 
End Пом so you'd ги 


(Cali ow for a FREE consultation. \ 


алагдах 


call 892-HAIR (Е) 
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AFTER “THE GRUDGE" & "THE MESSENGERS” 


COMES ANOTHER TERRIFYING MASTERPIECE d 
From SAM RAIMI THE DIRECTOR оғ “SPIDERMAN 1,253 " КАСБ 253 From page Gt 


Every concert she 
does here or abroad is 
sold-out, 


е No comment 
M. л Cristine Reyes 
a — sent me this text in re- 
67 j > acion to ту item 
[А 


about her tiff with 
Carlene Aguilar over 
Dennis Trillo: “Sorry 
for my late reply 
When you texted me 
about he issue, it was 
a difficult time. I just 
want to keep quiet 
about it because there 
are a lot of things that 
have to be discussed 
which people wont 
understand anyway 
So Fd rather not say 
anything to worsen 
the situation.” 

Poor gi! If we 
could only hear what 
she cannot say. 


Just friends 
Rachelle Ann Go 
utters the worn out 
show biz line “Friends 
lang Кат? when 
asked about the real 
‘esi score between her 
Offer may not be availed of in тһ) and Jed Madela. But 
conjunction with other promotions. я = just as I wrote yester- 
day someone dose to 
` Ою Jed insists that the 
Promo Period: ea EW IN two singers are secret 
November 14 ? fest overs. Its the prerog- 
to December 31, 2607. f ative of Rachelle and 
j| Jed to deny but their 
hears know the 
truth. 
So where does her 
ex-BF Christian 
Bautista fit into the 
picture? “A breakup is 
too personal an issue 
to be used as publicity 
: ; кз «9^ US so TI just be silent 
жылт ONAN ERAT E: 1 rust Eo 
Готен ЩА z 3 ] dau ie 
name). 
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AL AL AI ... D Greatest Performance 
Of My Life 


Nov. 16, Friday 8pm 
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TEN: PIOLO PASCUAL LIVE AT THE ARANETA 
Nov. 30, оу, 8pm 


AKON - LIVE IN MANILA 
Мок 29, Thusdoy 8pm, 


For ticket inquiries, please call TickatNer at 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnet.com. 
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PG „земена | ALL AGES ADMITTED| 


She’s got killer grades and a killer resumé. 
Now, she’s in a job that’s killing her. 


SCARLETT 
JOHANSSON 


LES 


FROM MAKING THE GRADE TO MAKING THE BED 


H GRAND OPENING TODAY “ота 


WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 14, 2007 


[c] 
Ai Ai gives her... «e 


new CD Diskoteca (MCA Music) is 
on repeat mode in my player. Lis- 
tening to it never fails to put me in 
a jolly mood. The 14-track album 
contains cool tunes like "Keep on 
Jumpin” by Todd Terry with 
Martha Wash and Jocelyn 
Brown, "Let the Beat Hit 'Em" by 
ASBO featuring Katherin Ellis, 
and "The Game" by Kid Crème 
featuring Bashiyra among others. 
Anton's ability to feel the 
crowd's mood and put together 


‘Oh, well... some things are bet- 
ter left unsaid and some questions 
are better left unanswered when 
feelings are deeply felt. 


Welcome relief 

My endless thanks to Piolo Pas- 
cual and Sam Milby for the kind 
words they said about me in “Р 
Buzz." Their vote of confidence is 
a welcome adrenaline shot. 


Cool CD 


DJ non-pareil Anton Ramos’ 
ТЛ 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


Shang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privileges, rewards and discounts. 
Apply at the Shang Cineplex ticket counters. 
Log-on to www.shangcineplex.com 


6th floor, Shangri-La Plaza Mail 
EDSA comer Shaw Bivd., Mandaluyong City 
Call 633-2227 or 633-4735 

for more details. 
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SAYLY INQUIRER: 


ENTERTAINMENT 


By the Inquirer and Inquirer.net 
Entertainment Staff 


Jolie signed autographs 
chatted with fans on Sunday 
in London's Leicester 
Square during the British pre- 
mier of the movie “Beowulf.” 

Director Robert Zemeckis brings 
the Norse legend of “Beowulf” to 
life with technology similar to what 
he used on “The Polar Express” to capture 
live actors whose performances are then di 
itally animated. Jolie plays Beowulfs vile 
foe, Grendel's mother. 

‘The film has scenes of graphic violence, 
and Jolie said: "I think its remarkable that it 
has the rating it has, Its quite an extraordi- 
nary film and some ofitshocked те” AP 


and 


Like a stripper's name 

NEW YORK—Alicia Keys, whose new al- 
bum is titled ‘As I Am,” says that when she 
was tying to choose a professional name, 
she went through a dictionary and stopped 
on the word “wild.” 

She then asked her mother how Alicia 
"Wild sounded. 

"She said, Te sounds like you're stripper; 
Keys said. 

‘After that, she decided to use Keys. 

“fes ike the piano keys. And it can open so 
many doors" said the singer bom Alicia 
 Augello-Cook. AP 


Kc 
Concepcion 


LONDON—ACTRESS ^ ANGELINA An Top 


X RUSHES j 
by p 


of the talk shows 

For those who missed last week- 

amy End's gabfests on TV (And 
7 why we are moved, if we аге 
moved.) 


Carlene Aguilar whispering to 
‘Ew Cristine Reyes, as reported by a 
"Startalk" insider: 
“Hindi ka mahal ni Dennis (Trillo). Pam- 
pisikal lang ang habol sa yo. She must be so 
gutsy to do that.) 


Taking her own sweet time 

KC Concepcion on working 
full-time in show biz: 

"May 2008 pa naman 
Tingnan natin. Marami ра na- 
man akong interests. Marami pa 
akong gustong gawin. Lahat na- 
man yon sa media konektado.” 
Mukhang matalino ang batang 
ito) 

KC оп her dad Gabby Concep- 
cion: 

“Tm inspired by the way he 
excels in different profes- 
sions..Pinasukan niya ang real estate and so- 
brang galing ang nangyari sa kanya. Excel- 
Jent siya sa lahat ng ginagawa niya ngay- 
on. "(Ano pa yung iba, isa lang yon, ha?) 


Swimsuit competition 

Marian Rivera on a scene in "Marimar" 
where she wore a two-piece bikini to com. 
pete with Katrina Halili's revealing swimsuit 

“Hindi naman siguro patalbugan. Si Katri- 
na kasi may sarili siyang galaw. Parang iba 
kami ng personality At alam ko lang, parehas 
kaming nakakatulong sa show. Sobrang na- 
te-tense talaga ako. Di kasi ako sanay mag- 
two piece (bikini) eh.” (Aba hija, тазалау ka 
na, artista ka pa naman.) 


Aging Sex Bomb 

Rochelle Pangilinan on talk she was inse- 
cure about the rise of new Sex Bomb dancer. 
talents: 

“Wala naman. Kasi ang feel namin pa- 
graduate па kami. Hindi naman kami 
habambuhay na ganito ang trabaho. Siyem- 
pre nag-iisip kami ng ibang stage.” ("Ibang 
stage”? Baka ibang "held" 


Show biz itch 


Vilma Santos craving for a show biz come- 
back: 


VILMA Santos 


“Parang gusto kong ibalik yung show kong 
‘Vilma’ eh. Na-mi-miss ko talaga. Number 
‘one sa akin is family Number two is definite- 
уу аза public servant. Show business ang me- 
dyo third. Ngayon pag medyo okey-okey na- 
man ang family.. smooth na ang takbo pag- 
dating sa pagsisilbi, kahit isang pelikula. 
Nakaka-miss na po ang mag-shooting. 


Back to the rumor mill... 

Regine Velasquez on rumors she's preg- 
mant: 

"Eh di maganda. Kung buntis eh di okey. 
Pero hindi eh. Truly" 


“Му ghost 

Gretchen Barretto on partner 
Tony Boy Cojuangco: 

"Tony is always with me kaya 
lang para siyang multo, hindi 
nagpapakita. Ayaw niyang 
malaman ng tao na nandyan 
siya dahil nahihiya siya. Hindi 
siya komportable masyado. 
Tawag ko nga sa kanya, 'my 
ghost” 


Non-presence 

Айе Lorenzo on Piolo Pas- 
cual's presence or non-presence 
inward Judy Ann Santos Ме and career: 

“Wala na siya sa buhay namin eh. Kasi ako, 
pinagdaanan ko maraming artista... Pagdat- 
ing kay Piolo, dinidistansya na namin si Ju- 
day para di na magamit si Juday para ma- 
pag-usapan. Ngayon binanggit siya (Piolo) 
kasi meron siyang concert sa Nov, 30. 


Iza Calzado prefers Bembol Roco 
over Ken Zhu or Jesse Bradford 


f 


fee 
national heartthrobs Jesse Bradford and Ken 
Zhu: 

“Marami ngang beses na mas na-sa-star- 
struck pa ako sa local actors natin. When 1 
worked with Bembol Roco... laging nakatitig 
lang ako sa kanya. Sabi ko, Тт so glad. Iwas 
finally given a chance to work with you. 7 


17А Calzado 


lagang yon ang sinabi ko." 


Panoorin niyo ha? Kasi manonood si Lolit.” 
(That's entertainment.) 


Hoping against hope? 

Diether Ocampo on the possibility that 
former girlfriend Kristine Hermosa and Oyo 
Sotto are already an item following several 
public appearances together: 

"Hindi ko talaga alam. I just hope па Tm. 
prepared for that. Right now, I'm not... Mas 
maganda marinig ko sa kanila mismo. 

Oyo on Diether's reaction: 

‘Ayokong mang-apak ng tao. Sabi ko nga, 
kung may masama akong intensyon, itatago 
ko yon. Di ako lalabas sa public na makikita 
kaming dalawa ni Kristine. Kung may ganoon 
тап, wala naman siguro dapat ika-selos. Eh 
ayoko naman kasi makialam talaga sa buhay 
nila kung ano man yung nangyayari.” 


Star-struck 


Iza Calzado on getting star-struck with 
Bembol Roco, amid her pairings with inter- 


Pain Things 

Stars Christian Vasquez, Che Ramos, 
Paolo Villaluna, Michael de Mesa 

Directed by Jon Red 

А color-blind man struggles to finish a 
documentary on his idol, a painter. He is 

2 later seduced by the woman who lives with 

his subject. Press notes describe it as “heart- 
wrenching and mind-boggling.” Red's pre- 
vious works have been featured in various 
film festivals abroad, including Torino. He 
was described by an Inquirer reviewer as “a 
keen observer of Pinoy body language.” Ex- 
clusively in IndieSine Robinsons Galleria. 


One More Chance 

Stars John Lloyd Cruz, Bea Alonzo, 
Derek Ramsay, Maja Salvador, Nikki Gil 

Directed by Cathy Garcia-Molina 

College sweethearts and officemates 

: Popoy (Cruz) and Basha (Alonzo) reach a 

crossroad in their relationship when the girl 
decides to try her independence. Drumbeat- 
ers insist that this romance-drama allows the 
John Lloyd and Bea "love team” to tackle 
"mature roles" for the first time after five 
movies, “I want to grow as an artist,” says 
Alonzo who also lost weight and posed for a 
men’s mag as part of her reinvention. 


Emmi 


Superbad 

Stars Jonah Hill, Michael Cera, Seth Ro- 
gen, Bill Hader 

Directed by Greg Mottola 

Before enrolling in separate universities, 
geeky best buds Seth (Hill) and Evan (Cera) 
scheme to lose their virginity. Richard Corliss 
of Time Magazine comments: “Somewhere 
buried [in this film] is a poignant coming-of- 
age fable.” David Denby of New Yorker con- 
curs: "It combines filthy talk with the most 
tender, even delicate, emotion.” Says Carina 
Chocano of Los Angeles Times: It's “deliri- 
ously smutty ... super cute." 


OPENING TODAY 


Stars Ray Winstone, Anthony Hopkins, 


John Malkovich, Angelina Jolie 

Directed by Robert Zemeckis 

After killing the monster Grendel, mighty 
warrior Beowulf (Winstone) must slug it out 
with the beast's vengeful mother (Jolie). For 
10 years, “Sandman” author Neil Gaiman 
and “Pulp Fiction” scriptwriter Roger Avary 
worked on the big-screen adaptation of this 
epic роет. Emanuel Levy of 
emanuellevy.com raves: “It's a magnificent 
sensorial feast... seeing itin its 3-D Imax for- 
mat should become a must-event for film. 
lovers." 


The Nanny Diaries 

Stars Scarlett Johansson, Laura Linney, 
Paul Giamatti, Alicia Keys 

Directed by Shari Springer Berman, 
Robert Pulcini 

Based on a novel by Emma McLaughlin 
and Nicola Kraus, this satire features a spirit- 
ed nanny (Johansson) who suffers under her 
haughty boss (Linney). Bill Cometti of BBC 
opines that “its kicks come from watching 
the foibles of the über rich." Kirk Honeycutt 
of The Hollywood Reporter thinks it has “in- 
spired moments but leaves you cold.” 
Roger Ebert of Chicago Sun-Times agrees: 
ies "bland and obvious and comfortable." 


Boogeyman 2 

Stars Angela Sarafyan, Michael Grazi- 
adei, Danielle Savre, Tobin Bell 

Directed by Jeff Betancourt 

Haunted by childhood trauma, a woman 
(Savre) checks herself into an asy- 
lum—where she is stalked by her parents’ 
killer, Calum Waddell of Fangoria.com points 
out that "this is no cheap and nasty cash-i 
Tristan Sinns of DreadCentralcom dis- 


agrees: it's “а textbook slasher with none of 
the atmospheric elements" A Movieson- 
line.ca reviewer asks rhetorically: "Why does 
every horror movie feel the need to have a 
‘twist’ ending?" 
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ё gene i | ing this in his CD of club tracks makes 
"Diskoteca" truly worth dancing to. 


‘Nars’ 


r {| Catch a different side of Jennylyn Mercado, 

ONE MORE Agot Isidro, Jodi Sta Maria, Jon Avila and 
sn oSHANEE, $ Coco Martin in “Nars” (Carl & Carl Produc- 
EE 3 tions), which opens on Dec. 12. They portray 


nurses in one study group who learn the value 
ROM. ; of family, friendship, dream and mission. 
Р. MEN 1 Each character mirrors the aspirations and 
аана jn oil ambivalence of becoming a nurse abroad. 
Now suo wino Nursing is the “in” thing these days so this film 
could not have come at a better time than now. 


Efe pares] 
Bumped off 
Christine, the tres charmant wife of Senator 
Chiz Escudero, was duped by an events venue 
in Greenhills. She paid them a P20,000 deposit 
for the baptism bash of their twins on Nov. 25. 


Then all of a sudden, she's told that they 
have to bump off the baptismal party because 
of a prior reservation. Why the late notice? Tm 
sure Chiz won't take this sitting down. He's one 
who'll always stand up for whats fair and 
right. 
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